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LIFE ON A PILOT BOAT,

IT IS NOT 80 PLEASANT AS SOME
MAY THINIK.

What Kind of & Man a Pilot Must De to
Be Successful~—The Loug Years of Wait.
ing and the Hardships Endured—Inci.

'} dents In the Life of a Pilot.

g

e, as was distoy-
ered during the
recent  blizzard.
A New York cor-
respondent of this

passed a number
of years at sca,
and who has taken
& number of trips
on a New York
pilot boat, writes
us what he knows
about their hardy
: .masters. Hesays:
I remember a short conversation which
toak place between the pilot and the cap-
tain of a ship I once sailed to Liverpool
in, which illustrates the duties of a pilot
better than anything I. know of. The
pllot boarded our ship in St. George's
channel, and was a short, stumpy man
wrapped up in the short beaver coat
which is generally worn by English pilots.
After he was taken on board the captain
called the chief mate aft and gave him an
order. The pilot, who was walking the
poop deck, turned short, gave the captain
a withering look and said: ‘I am in charge
of this vessel, sir.”

‘‘Very well, sir,” said the captain, and
the order was countermanded. When a
pilot boards a vessel the captain’s respon-
sibility ceases. He is virtually nothing
more than a passenger until the vessel
comes to anchor in port.

Pilots, take them as & class, are the
best sailors in the world. They are
obliged to be thoroughly familiar with
every rig of vessel, from a Dutch galiot
to a man o' war. As a ruie they are
better sailors than sea captains, for it is
wuch more difficult to navigate a vessel
near land than it i8 out nt sea. A sea
captain’s auty is to bring his vessel from
one port to another, but when he gets in
sight of land and is boarded by the pilot
his duty ends. I well remember an in-
stance which illustrates how good a sailor
a pilot must be. The entrance to Mobile
bay is a aarrow channel about 400 feet
wide. The ship I was on arrived at the
entrance of the channel at the break of
day. There was a light breeze from the
northward and it was dead ahead; that
is, it was blowing directly out of the bay,
60 that the vessel, in order to get through
the channel, would have to make several
short tacks. The channel was o narrow
and the wind so light that the captain
considered it would be impossible to get
the ship under headway enough to tack.
‘Fhen there was the danger of running
aground. The captain’s wife was very
sick and it was expected that she would
die at any minute. It was almost a case
of life or death, for if the ship could get
inside the bay it would be comparatively
easy to get a doctor. The pilot boarded
the ship and the case was explained by
the captain, who was almost beside him-
self. At first the pilot shook his head,
but finally he called all hands to ‘“‘man
the braces,” and the attempt was made.
Several times, as the vessel tacked about,
we could feel her bottom graze on the
sand, but the undertaking was success-
ful and the captain’s wife was saved.

But to return to the New York pilots.
The number of pilot boats licensed to run
out of New York harbor is fixed by law.
The boats register from forty to seventy
tons, and their number is about thirty.
They are all numbered with: enormous
black figures on their mainsails, which
can be rseen almost as far as the boat it-
self. There are about 200 pilots of differ-
ent grades running out of New York. The
would be sailor who wants to become a
New York pilot must begin at the lowest
round of the ladder—before the mast.
After he has thoroughly mastered the du-
ties of the seaman, if he is fortunate he
may succeed in being promoted to the po-

JVER THE SIDE.

eition of boatkeeper. The boatkeeper
is the captain of the boat. None of
the pilots have anything to do with
their boat unless in case of necessity.
The boatkeeper must serve three years
hefore he can be admitted to be examined
for a license. 1f by accident or misfort~
une he loses his position he must begin all
over again. His examintion isa very rigid
one. He must have a thorough knowl-
edge of the coast tides, etc., for hundreds
of miles around New York harbor. But
even after he has successfully passed his
examination he has not arrived at the
summit of his ambition. The first year
'of pilotage he is granted a license to pilot
vessels drawing uunder sixteen feet, the
next year vessels drawing eighteen feet or
iunder, and.in the third year he is obliged
Ito pass a further examination, after which
the is entitled to pilot vegsels_ of any
draught, aod s then cslled o braoch or
full pilot. A
The pilotage differs according to the
draught of vesseis, vessels of small draught
paying much less than vessels of large
draught. Consequently it often happens
that there is'much maneuvering between
captain amd pilot. The captain, who wants
hig pilotage to be as emall as possible, will
try to make the draught of his vessel appear
small, while the pilot, on the other hand,
will endeavor to find out the true draught
,without appearing to doubt the captain’s
'word. It would not do, of course, to give
the captain the lie when the actual truth
of the matter is in doubt. It happens,
therefore, that the pilot, in addition to his
|other admirable qualities, must have the
art of diplomacy. He must be a keen

vaper, who has |

o

able how successful some of them'are M
thwarting the designs of the capm:,n '1:
must noti: inferred, however, that sea
captains asaclass dishonest, Ag g
matter of fact there is not a -more h
set of men engaged in any protes.bnm
sea captains, but there are, of oom F‘x.
ceptions to every rule. )

The length of a pilot boat's.Sruise dee,
pends entirely on how quick hel crow of|
pilots succeed in picking. up vessels, or;
rather, how quick they succeed in having
vessels pick them up. Seven pilots go
out in each boat, and it is remarkable
how skarp the  competition i among the
boats. The moment a pilot boat gets out
into the harbor ceaseless nce 18 the
order of the day and kout is
placed at the mast b and the moment
an inward bound is sighted all sail

g

ismade, When twWgOr three boats sight
the same veesel at fhe same time an cx-
citing race takes place. It will easily be
teen froga this thasthe life of a pilot alter-

. H
.
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G aduate of Philadel
b

bates ex and monotony, In idle
moments 8 their time away in
playing cards, Téading and spinning yarns,
But the moment & sail is sighted every-
thing ig dropped. The man whose turn it
is to be taken off the boat gets out his
valige, shaves, puts on a boiled shirt and
Prepares to go back to town. It often

happens that the vessel sighted has a
Dilot on board already, or that another
Dilot boat gets to the vessel first, so that
the man whose turn it i8 has prepared
himsclt ncedlessly. In this case, be re-

ICED UP.
sumes his every day gerb and puts away
his town clothes as unconcernedly as if it
were a matter of course, There i3 a tra-
dition among pilots that one man, in years
gone by, shaved and dressed himseif seven-
teen times before lie succeeded in catching
avessel. This would be exasperating if it
did not relieve the monotony. Steamers
are considered the best vessels to board,
because they draw more water than sail-
ing vessels, and also because they move
faster and with more certainty than a
sailing vessel, which is subject to the
wind, unless a tug iscalled intouse. The
weather aronnd New York harbor is as
stormy at certain seasons as in any part of
the world, and it follows that a pilot boat
must be a stanch and seaworthy vessel.
They are also very fast, and it takes a
good yacht to overhaul them in almost any
sort of a breeze.

One of the most dangerous parts of a
pilot’s life is boarding a vessel. Each
pilot boat has two yawls, which are lashed
to the deck bottom up. They are launched
by means of tackle fastened to the mast-
head. The pilot boat is such a small craft
that in*a heavy sea she lurches and rolls
frightfully, and when the yawl is launched
in heavy weather her crew, which
usually consists of two men beside
the pilot, must act very quick in
getting into the boat. When the
steamer 1is reached another difficult
task lies before the pilot. The longswells
rush along the side of the vessel with
ceaseless rapidity. Sometimes the little
cockleshell of a boat is lifted up and
brought almost in reach of the steamer’s
deck, then down she goes into the
trough of the sea almost out of sight.
A rope ladder is thrown over the side and
the pilot has to watch his chance and
Jump for it. In calm weather another
difficulty is encountered. A pilot boat
may be several miles away from a sailing
vessel in a calm, In this case the only
way to reach the vessel is by the yawl
This is often a very dangerous and haz-
ardous undertaking. In one instance,
which occurred several years ago, a bark
was sighted from a pilot boat. She was
about eight miles away. There was a
dead calm, and it Jooked as though it
would continue. ' The pilot whose turn it
was to board determined to take his
chances. He started off in the yawl, with
no food or water, to row to the bark.
When within two'or three miles of the
vessel & breeze sprang up and the bark
sailed away. The pilots on the boat sup-
posed the yawl had been picked up by the
bark and it and its inmates

were
left to the mercy of wind and
tide. The breeze , and night
came on. The yawl was put before the

wind and finally landed on the New Jer-
sey coast with the loss of one man.

A cruise in a pilot boat in the summer
time is very pleasant, especially if the
pilots are congenial, and this is almost
‘always the case. It is but one remove
from a yacht cruise. But imagine the life
of a pilot in the winter. Think of the ter-
rible sufferings of the New York pilots
during the recent bad weather, and those
of us who are able to sit at home apd snug
the fire will be thankful that our lot is
not the lot of these brave men.

Kaiser Wilhelm’s Funeral.
The body of the dead kaiser has been
laid to rest, and the sympathy of the Ger-
man people—the whole world, in fact—
goes out to the new kaiser—Frederick IIL

The ceremonies at the funeral were most
impressive, and the throng present was
filled with real grief. We give a bird’'s
eye view of a portion of the city of Ber-

Judge of human nature, and it m"re?uk;

lin, showing the route taken by the pro-
cession.
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“Canned CGoods
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I have a heavy stock of

Grockery & blassware
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cheapest.

Glase Sets of Dishes at 50c. a
Set and Upwards.

‘Al Kinds. < onsfstiig of Japan, Black, Greev,

d G wder, at §0c., 60¢., and
00 Try Iy 40, and 80c. biend.
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SEEDS!
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THE LATEST AND BEST

Red Clover. Alslke, Mammoth, Peavine,
Lucerne and White Dutch.

Tin:othy Seeds, Orchard Grass. Blue Grass,
Red Top, Iralian Rye.

WVhite and Black Tares,
Seed Oats, White and Black Barley and Field
Peas. Flax Seed, Linseed Meal, 0il Cake and
Cattle Food, Turnip Seed of ail kinds.
Mangles—Mammouth, Long Red, Intermed-
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and Potato, and all kinds of Garden Peas and
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for sale, apply to

THE ANNUAL

AUCTION SALE
LOTS

will be held by the HURON LAND AGENCY
next MARTIN'S HOTEL, GODERICH,

next, at one p.m.

Entry fee, one dollar.
Will be well advertised. Now is the
For lList ot lands wanted and
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H, 'M0oll, P. M,, Strathroy, Ont., broncho
o consumption,
W, liorev, Ksq,, of Storey & Son, Acton,

Tait, Vyner, Ont., catarrh head and |
at

throat,
Jjeweller and watchmaker, Petyolia,
catarrh throat,

nufacturers, cured of catarrh,
ask him for particulars. i
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—
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ABK FO
HURON LAND AGENCY. | DR. HODER'S COMPOUND.
JOHN KNOX, G:deri}:h. Ont. Take mo otevh Sold Everywhere, Price,
H. L. A. Auctioneer. 2143-td 5 cemts per W fle.
DR.: DDER’S

“ORECON”
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N\

COpouND
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C0UGH

Sold everywhee.s Price, 25 cts. and 50 cts
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Rheumatism,
8kin D

DDDER'S

IAND
iseases,
and all
Impurities of the
: from what-
juse arising

n&eﬂ'eclunl. safe.

LUNG CORE,

rs and manufacturers,

tely flavored which may save
us many heavy doorff bills. It is by
the judicious wuse h_articles of
diet that a constituti y be Tdunlly
built up until strong e to resist every
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THE UNI EDICINE CO.,
ﬂ?(; ) Toronto, Ont.
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ourselves well fortified wi pure blood and a
properly nourished M‘?
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Sold only in

ists, London, England.

a thorough ioWledee of the natural

tions of digestion
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PRICES REASONABLE

LUPES

2041-

SPRING GIODS !
H. DUNio#

CTTEE TAITDR,
has a large assortment of beszoods for

GENTLEMEN' 9T7S

on hand, at the old and reliablestd) West.
st., near the Bank of Montreal.

DAILY ARRIVIY'

Al
gold cheap for cash, "7

j i

g AT,\THE TORONTO CASH STORE, Y THE FIRST OF KEBRUARY,

The HARRIS STIEL BINDER.
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Having had about flfteen yoars’ eXporience i ropui. mowets
few iaportant $tews that 1 have dapcu) Lred in regas 1o the Mair.
min Foves it superiority over all ofhers : 2

1. “Repnirs can be furdished op sbovier nothes tlan by angoticr compayy,

2. trders feft with e at Sa o, can be flled by 3 pan. fem Lhe Biwuiucyey, This is the
Mg Sindortant baint to be congidervd Jurime the busy barveat tue.

3. The paching, thong Lt, i3 cornpactly built, wlmosRexelusively of wiee? and is there-
fore better ab'dto stand wH L and weahe s than winy o the :

4. Lamnota traséding man, and vou alwavare fpund # 1o, ding to busines:.

CFaroers wanuny the by inachine, the most eagily han he 1 trnble, the mosi

oasily repuired, are inyited ta leay e Lbui e wrders o8 my shop, o TBuve tle largosg stock of re-
pairs for various machines of any agenl in the 8o, >

and reapers, there are a
¢l Dinder, whichto my

D. K. STRACHEAN,

PrigMeal Vachinlst, Fugine Buildve and General’ Repairer'®f ol kindk 6° Machine-
ery, such as Sawmilly, Thivshing Muchines. dvc.  Samples of tive Be8t bndingiwine ninde are
kepton Land, and farwes requifing any quantity can be swnhm& Leave your orders,

2150- uRKE—Victoriasl, Goderich.

SPECIAL DRIVE
DRESS GOODS.

1890 yds. Beught at Half their Value. Come and SoeTheny:

JVERCOATS AND LADIES’ MANTLES

o

AT LES3 THAN CQST,

$2,000 WAN1T

<y N e i
' { g As I'have determined to hold a
i pd Clecring
s | 8pring Purchase.
oK of

Sale

I will during th:e next gix weeks sell at cost my large and
ry (3oods, consisting of

1hets, Qalits, Hats and Caps,’ Ready-made Gloth
shirts and Drawers, »~
40 Be feand in a ficst-clnss Dry Geods establishment,
pfegenunmo Crenring Sale 1o make room for Spring Good
gains, and il )ou purchuse your goods at the Toron o Cash
5t be paid at once.
Moes &1 nes; Don't d=lay, but call immediately at the

CASH STORE.

»

B FIRM OB

R " P -

e 8 A CEITSOLT
ving been disa Yy .mutual cogent, I beg leave,'to
ank the custon Proe late tire for past favors at ﬂwﬁ'
hands, and to atimate ‘that éhe husiness will hereafte. ;
carried on by me at the oldftand. T ftend to carry

ve 4
FUOLL SHELV & ARDIWAR
and in every line in whi deal ! will wake i my aim to
have a full assortment. Néw zoods constantly arriving, and
goods not in stock order:d at short notice. :
The publie’s obedient servant,

JAMES YA.TES,m
- ABRAHAM SM

I8 OFFERING SPECIAL BARGAINS IN

THING.

...,...",b“ &,-;41‘*“4;('—»'0*"""' - i}
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I want you all to read and

't. thepeby. Now th2 holilays and elections
we come down to busiy

, o over,
1 am ‘offering to the public the largest stock

THE BEST STOOK OF CLOTHING

IN WESTERN CANADA, AT THE BHST.PRICES.
The stock must and will be sold out to mal¥sgem for spring goods.
I take this opportuanity of thanking the public in both town and surrounding coun-

try for past favors, and solicit & continuation,
A. SMITH.

Goderich, Jan, 6, 1888,
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THE FINEST

'MILLINERY!

~—CAN BE HAD AT THE—

WEST STREET EMPORIUM. :
A.J. WILKINSON.

FLOUR! FLOUR!

The new full Roli'er Mills at Port Albert using the

LATEST & BEST MACHINERY

will be mnnin'g about the 28th of February.
ially invited to give them a trial

CHOPPING DONE EVERY DATY.

Farmers cor

"HUGH DUN.OP.

JAMES MAHAFFY, Proprictor.




