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able how successful some of them'etc hi 
thwarting tlie designs of the captain. It 
must not Jr,e Inferred, however, that sea 
captain» are ns a class dishonest. As a 
matter of fact there is not a more honest 
set of men engaged in any profession than 
sea captains, but there are, of course, ex­
ceptions to every rule.

The length of a pilot boat’s «raise de­
pends entirely on how quick lief" crew of 
pilots succeed in picking up veeeels, or 
rather, how quick they succeed in having 
vessels pick them ups Seven pUots go 
out in each boat, and it is remarkable 
how sharp the competition is among the 
boats. The moment a pilot boat gets out 
into the harbor ceaseless vigilance is the 
order of the day and night. Arlnokont Is 
placed at the mast head, find the moment 
an inward bound vessel’ is sighted all sail 
is made. When two or three boats sight 
’he same vessel at the same time an ex­
citing race takes glace. It will easily be 
> een from this thattlie life of a pilot alter-
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I remember a short conversation which 
took place between the pilot and the cap­
tain of a ship I once sailed to Liverpool 
in, which illustrates the duties of a pilot 
better than anything !• know of. The 
pilot boarded onr ship In St. George's 
channel, and was a short, stumpy man 
wrapped np in the short beaver coat 
which Is generally worn by English pilots. 
After he was taken on board the captain 
called the chief mate aft and gave him an 
order. The pilot, who was walking the 
poop deck, turned short, gave the captain 
a withering look and said: “I am in charge 
of this vessel, sir.”

“Very well, sir," said the captain, and 
the order was countermanded. When a 
pilot boards a vessel the captain's respon­
sibility ceases. He is virtually nothing 
more than a passenger nntll the vessel 
comes to anchor in port.

Pilots, take them as a class, are the 
best sailors in the world. Thçy are 
obliged to be thoroughly familiar with 
every rig of vessel, from a Dutch galiot 
to a man o’ war. As a rule they are 
better sailors than sea captains, for it is 
much more difficult to navigate a vessel 
near land than it is out r.t sea. A sea 
captain's duty is to bring Ills vessel from 
one port to another, but when he gets In 
eight of laud and is boarded by the pilot 
his duty ends. I well remember an in­
stance which illustrates how good a sailor 
a pilot must be. Tlie entrance to Mobile 
bay is a narrow channel about 400 feet 
wide. The ship I was ou arrived at the 
entrance of the channel at the break of 
day. There was a light breeze from the 
northward and it was dead ahead; that 
is, it was blowing directly out of the bay, 
so that the vessel, in order to get through 
the channel, would have to make several 
short tacks. The channel was so narrow 
and the wind so light that the captain 
considered it would be impossible to get 
the sliip under headway enough to tack. 
Then there was the danger of running 
aground. The captain's wife was very 
sick and it was expected that she would 
die at any minute. It was almost a case 
of life or death, for if tlie ship could get 
inside tlie buy it would be comparatively 
easy to get a doctor. The pilot boarded 
the ship and the case was explained by 
the captain, who was almost beside him­
self. At first the pilot shook his head, 
but finally he called uU hands to “man 
the braces," and the attempt was made. 
Several times, as the vessel tacked about, 
we could Teel her bottom graze on the 
«and, but the undertaking was success­
ful and the captain’s wife was saved.

But to return to the New York pilots. 
The number of pilot boats licensed to run 
out of New York harbor is fixed by law. 
The boats register from forty to seventy 
tons, and their number is about thirty. 
They are all numbered with enormous 
black figures on their mainsails, which 
can be seen almost es far as the boat it­
self. There are about 800 pilots of differ­
ent grades running out of New York. The 
would be sailor who wants to become a 
New York pilot most begin at the lowest 
round of the ladder—before the mast. 
After he has thoroughly mastered the du­
ties of the seaman. If he is fortunate ho 
may succeed in being promoted to the po
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Set and Upwards.uates excitement and monotony. In idle 

moments They pass their time away in 
playing cartlsTroadlng and spinning yarns. 
Hut tlie moment a sail is sighted every- 
tliing is dropped. The man whose turn it 
is to be taken off the boat gets out his 
valise, shaves, puts on a boiled shirt and 
prepares to go back to town. It often 
happens that the vessel sighted has a 
Pilot on board already, or that another 
pilot boat gets to the vessel first, so that 
the man whose turn It is has prepared 
himself needlessly. In this case, be re-
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•times his every day garb and puts away 
his town clothes as unconcernedly as If it 
were a matter of cour.*e. There Is a tra­
dition among pilots that one man, in years 
gone by, shaved and dressed himself seven­
teen times before lie succeeded in catching 
a vessel. This would be exasperating if It 
did not relieve the monotonv. Steamers 
are considered the best vessels to board, 
l>ecause they draw more water than sail­
ing vessels, and also because they 
faster and with 
sailing vessel,
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, which Is subject to the 
wind, unless a tug is called Intense. The 
weather aronnd New York harbor is as 
stormy at certain seasons as in any part of 
the world, and it follows that a pilot boat 
must be a standi and seaworthy vessel. 
They are also very fast, and it takes a 
good yacht to overhaul them in almost any 
sort of a breeze.

One of the most dangerous parts of a 
pilot’s life is boarding a vessel. Each 
Pilot boat has two yawls, which are lashed 
to the deck bottom up They nre launched 
by means of tackle fastened to the mast­
head. The pilot boat is such a small craft 
that inPu heavy sea she lurches and rolls 
frightfully, and when the yawl is launched 
in heavy weather her crew, which 
usually consists of two men beside 
the pilot, must act very quick in 
getting into the boat. When the 
steamer la reached another difficult 
task lies before the pilot. The long swells 
rush along the aide of the vessel with 
ceaseless rapidity. Sometimes the little 
cockleshell of a boat Is lifted up and 
brought almost in reach of the steamer’s 
deck, then down she goes into tlie 
trough of the sea almost out of sight. 
A rope ladder is thrown over the side and 
the pilot baa to watch his chance and 
Jump for it. In calm weather another 
difficulty is encountered. A pilot boat 
may be several miles away from a sailing 
vessel In a calm. In this case the only 
way to reach the vessel is by the yawL 
This is often a very dangerous and haz­
ardous undertaking. In one instance,
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jVER the side.
«ition of boatkeeper. The boatkeeper 
1m the captain of the boat. None of 
*he pilots have anything to <lo with 
their boat unless in case of necessity. 
The boatkeeper must serve three years 
before he can be admitted to be examined 
for a license. If by accident or misfort­
une he loses his position he must begin all 
over again. His exaniintion is a very rigid 
one. He must have a thorough knowl­
edge of the coast tides, etc., for hundreds 
of miles around New York harbor. But 
even after he lias successfully passed his 
examination he has not arrived at the 
summit of his ambition. Tlie first year 
'of pilotage he is granted a license to pilot 
vessels drawing under sixteen feet, the 
next year veeeels drawing eighteen feet or 

(under, and in the third year he is obliged 
[to pass a turtlierexamination, after which 
Jhe is entitled to pilot vessels of any 
'draught, and is then --Hm a branch or 
full pilot.

The pilotage differs according to the 
draught of vessels, vessels of small draught 
paying mucli less than vessels of large 
draught. Consequently It often happens 
that there is much maneuvering between 
captaiu «ad pilot. The captain, who wants 
his pilotage to be as email as possible, will 
try to make the draught of hie vessel appear 
email, while the pilot, on the other hand, 
will endeavor to find ont the true draught 

, without appearing to doubt the captain’s 
' word. It would not do, of course, to give 
the captain the lie when the actual truth 
of the matter is In doubt. It happens, 
therefore, that the pilot, in addition to his 
jother admirable qualities, must have the 
Art of diplomacy. He must be a keen 
Judge of human nature, and it is remark-

impcei THE FINEST
Kaiser Wilhelm’s Funeral,

The body of the dead kaiser has been 
laid to rest, and the sympathy of the Ger­
man people—the whole world, in fact- 
goes out to the new kaiser—Frederick HI. MILLINERY!
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JAMES MAHAFFY, Proprietor.

Goderich, April 28, 1887.

The ceremonies at the fanerai were most 
impressive, and the throng present was 
filled with real grief. We give a bird’s 
eye view of a portion of the city of Ber­
lin, showing the route taken by the pro- 
cession.
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