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Opposition (.one Mad.

The attitude assumed by 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier and his 
supporters from the very be 
ginning of the present Par 
liâmentary Session at Ottawa 
shows how little they care lor 
the welfare and good govern
ment of the country. Of 
course,-an Opposition could 
scarcely be' expected to ap 
prove and support everything 
a Government would bring 
before Parliament ; but there 
is a limit. Legitimate criti
cism, with a view to amending 
and perfecting legislation, is 
quite proper ; but opposition 
simply lor opposition sake, 
and the waste of valuable time 
by obstructive tactics are not 
evidences of great statesman
ship, and when carried to ex 
tremes deserve the most em
phatic condemnation. This is 
the manner of tactics pursuec 
by Laurier and his friends 
during the present session 
Every important measure in
troduced by the Government 
has been fiercely attacked and 
subjected to the most factious 
opposition.

The Borden Government 
have shown that they appre
ciate at its proper value the 
responsibilities of government; 
that they are charged with a 
most important trust, and that 
the solemn and sacred duty 
devolves upon them to legis
late in the interests of the 
people, and to jealously safe 
guard the resources ol our 
country. The striking con
trast, in these respects, be
tween the conduct of the pre 
sent Government and the 
Laurier Government has 
doubt intensified the chagrin 
of the Opposition and embit
tered their opposition to every 
step in the Government's 
Parliamentary programme.

The policy of the Laurier 
Administration seems to have 
been to leave undone what
ever offered any difficulty ; to 
compromise the peeple’s rights 
to Government advantage, 
and generally speaking to 
subordinate the good of the 
country to political expedi 
ency. By such tactics as these 
they left many complications 
to be unraveled by their sue 
cessors. Among these is the 
question of the Manitoba 
boundaries. The matter of 
extending theseboundaries has 
been under discussion for 
great many years, and nego
tiations lookiug to a settle 
ment have been in progress 
between the Federal and Pro 
vincial Governments all these 
years. But the Laurier Gov 
ernment never seriously en 
lered into the work of effect 
ing a completion. They kept 
putting it off from year 
year till they were turned out 
of office.

This was a matter of ex 
trente importance ; consider 
ably complicated and involv 
ing no little difficulty ; but it 
had to be settled, and it is the 
test of statesmanship to grap- 
pie with and to find a solution 
of such difficulties as were 
here involved. This was one 
of the many knotty problems 
bequeathed to the Borden 
Government by their prede 
cessors in office, J he Borden 
Government did not shrink 
from the task or seek to 
evade their duty in the matter. 
They grappled with the diffi
culty and propounded a solu
tion.

Under these circumstances 
one would be disposed to be
lieve that the Opposition 
would be glad to assist the 
Go ernment in their difficult

work. Nothing of the kind. 
The chagrin and disappoint
ment of Laurier and his 
friends at the Borden'-s 
success in this matter was so 
great, that they exerted their 
utmost ingenuity to create 
difficulties lor the Govern
ment and to place all manner 
of obstacles in their path. 
Meaningless amendments were 
moved and all manner of ob
structive tactics indulged in, 
with a view of embarrassing 
the Government. But all they 
succeeded in accomplishing 
was a delay in the passage of 
the bill.

Attempts are made by Lau 
rit-r and his friends to bring in 
all manner of side issues and 
to arouse prejudice against the 
Government. Then the Op
position press gets in its nefari 
ous work. The Grit papers, 
from end to end of the Do- 
minon, print reams of lies 
about the proceedings of the 
Government, in the hope of 
arousing dissatisfaction and 
discontent. The Grits are 
beside themselves with rage, 
because the Government are 
not following their advice. 
Let them possess their souls 
in patience; the Borden Gov
ernment have no intention to 
commit political suicide to . 
please their enemies. Their 
duty is to carry on the busi 
ness of Canada in the most 
sane and enlightened manner, 
and they will not be turned 
aside by the ravings of the 
chagrined and disappointed 
Opposition.

for the operation of the coal 
mines on a much larger plan 
than in the original proposi
tion . The Government has 
not only secured a company 
to build the railway but hats 
arranged for its lease and op 
eration by the Canadian Paci 
fic Railway Company, which 
also agrees to use the coal 
mined in Queen’s county on 
its own line. Under this 
agreement there will qpon be 
raised in Queen’s county 100,- 
ooo tons of coal annually 
which alone will provide a 
paying traffic for the railway. 
In addition to providing a 
new outlet for Queens county 
coal, the Government will al 
so lease the railway from 
Norton to Mintoto the com
pany operating Gibson-Minto 
section and the Province will 
be relieved of further deficits 
but will still have to contri 
bute the interest and sinking 
fund—almost $50,000 annual 
ly, because of the blundering, 
if notning worse, of Messrs. 
Tweedie and Pugsley. — St 
John Standard.

if necessary, by saying that ing and wee persistently obetruet-
the words in the report “ Did .6(1 by tbe Liberals, their diacua-
not sound like Sir Wilfrid 8ion }”*** t^ions and devoid of

new issues. Sometime after mid-

A Costly Experiment.

Federal Parliament

(Condensed from St. John Stand
ard's Report.)

Ottawa, March 6—That 
conference of the premiers of 
all the provinces of the Do 
minion will probably be held 
this summer to decide the 
question of Maritime represen 
tation was foreshadowed by 
Mr. Hazen tonight during the 
debate in committee on the 
Manitoba boundaries bill.

The minister of Marine and 
fisheries in the course of his 
speech made an eloquent plea 
on behalf of the Maritime Pro
vinces both on the question 
of loss of representation and 
on the claims for compensa
tion when the public domain 
is taken over by the prairie 
provinces.

The subject was brought up 
by Mr. Pugsley who moved 
an amendment to the section 
respecting the annual payment 
to Manitoba. The amend 
ment was to the effect that 
the annual debt allowance to 
Manitoba should not be fixed 
until after a conference be 
tween all the premiers of the 
Dominion to consider revision 
of all provincial subsidies.

He asked that the question 
should be settled at an early 
date before redistribution and 
also that an act should be 
passed to prevent représenta 
tion of the Maritime Provinces 
being reduced.

That interesting legacy 
which the former Government 
of New Brunswick handed 
over to Mr. Hazen — the New 
Brunswick Coal and Railway 

is still in evidence in the 
public accou ts. The report 
of the commissioners present
ed to the House of Assembly 
yesterday shows that the de
ficit between earnings aqd ex 
penses this year is about two 
thousand dollars more than 
last year and has reached the 
respectable figure of $18,000.
The experiment of the old 
Government i n connection 
with this enterprise has prov- 
d a most disastrous one for 

the Province. Had the orig
inal proposition submitted to 
fhe House been carried out 
and the road built from Chip- 

; to Gibson the country 
would have had something to 
show for the money invested 
and an enlarged market would 
have been provided for the 
mines. Instead of carrying 
out the pledge made to the 
country the Government of 
that day squandered the peo
ple's money in the construc
tion of about 15 miles of main 
track and 10 of branches. The 
original proposition was a 
business one and had it been 
carried out honestly would 
not have been an expensive 
one for the Province, as it 
would have opened up the 
coal areas and given large em
ployment. The scheme sub
stituted by the Government 
was bad enough in itself, but 
the manner in which it was 
carried out was the most scan
dalous handling of public 
money ever known in this 
Province. Three-quarters of 
a million.of dollars were spent 
in one way and another and 
no proper vouchers are obtain
able as to what this money 
was spent for. The investi 
gation held revealed an un
believably condition of ac 
counts, or lack of accounts, 
which failed to show anything 
of the business of the com
pany. It was part of the old 
Government to muddle ac
counts and the success of this 
system has no better example 
than in the Central Railway.

The failure of the old 
Government |o develop the 
Queens county coal areas has 
not prevented the present ad
ministration from taking up 
the question and dealing with 
it. Arrangements have been 
made for the construction of j speech in 1896 where he 
theGibson Minto Railway andlpfomised Jtg coerce Manitoba,

Laurier. ”
Mr. Bordenafter some re

ference to the relations be 
tween Ontario and Manitoba, 
said that Mr. 
taunted Mr. Pelletier and 
Mr. Monk. At all events 
those ministerff-kad had the 
courage to stand up in the 
House and state where they 
were on this question ; while 
Mr. Lemieux had left the 
House as much in ignorance 
as to his attitude as it was 
with regard to the attitude of 
his leader. He had assailed 
Mr. Monk for his present at 
titude on the navy. Had. Mr. 
Lemieux recalled his letter of 
August 4, 1903 ? Did he 
still stand there ?

Exactly," said Mr, Lem
ieux.

Mr. Borden read the letter.
It was an attack on the Mon
treal chamber of commerce for 
having passed a resolution 
“ Affirming a principle abso
lutely false, the obligation of 
the colonies to participate in 
the defence of the Empire.’ Pro
ceeding Mr. Borden dealt with 
Mr. Lemieux’ argument that Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier had not promised 
to coerce Manitoba on the ground 
that the words in question, ‘ did 
not sound like him.’ Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier had not denied having 
uttered those words. He did not 
deny them now.

Thus pointedly appealed to Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier sat silent.

Mr. Borden went on to satir
ize Sir Wilfrid Laurier for his 
retreat to the lines of Torres 

dras, and Mr. Lemieux for be
ing even deeper in than his chief. 
Why did not the Liberal leader 
state bis own position ? Instead 
he was submitting a cunningly 
levised amendment which might 
give him some advantage, while 
he remained in the lines of Torres 
Vedras, while his own press was 
making the attack which he did 
not make. Though willing to 
wound he was afraid to strike.

The Prime Minister then dis
cussed Mr. Lamarche’s compliment 
for the moderation and reason
able nature of his speech. He 
went over the legal argument 
which Mr, Monk had developed 
on the previous day.

He came from Nova Scotia, 
where there was no statutory pro
vision for separate schools, and 
where none the less the relations 
between Protestants and Roman 
Catholics were as good and as 
friendly as anywhere in the Do 
minion. The Roman Catholics of 
Nova Scotia had no reason to 
complain ; they were fairly, justly 
and honorably treated. What 
had been Sir Wilfrid Laurier's 
argument in 1896 ? That it was 
better to leave the matter to the 
people of Manitoba. The Roman 
Catholics of Manitoba constituted 
a larger proportion of the popu 
lation of that province than did 
the Roman Catholics of the whole 
Dominion of the whole population 
of Canada. It could not be sup 
posed that the influence of the 
Roman Catholics of Manitoba

night the first vote was taken, 
the government having a majority 
of 39.

Several miscellaneous items of 
Lemieux had government business were dealt I 

with.
Mr. Hazen’s bill creating the j 

Biological Board of Canada was 
disposed of after a short disenssion 
in committee on the investiga
tions which the board conducts.

The Busiest Store oa Charlottetown’s Busiest Street

MOORE & McLEOD.

The Manitoba boundaries 
extension bill has had its sec
ond reading and has made advocating what they considered

their just rights would be less 
powerful than It would be if they 
relied on ordinances passed under 
the Northwest Territories Act. 
The Roman Catholics of Manitoba 
were a more powerful minority 
than the Roman Catholics were in 
all Canada, and the majority in

some progress in committee 
of the whole.

The Liberals and National
ists challenged it again at the 
formal second reading, and 
the government again secured 

majority of 38, The de 
bate today comprised but two 
speeches, by Mr. Lemieux 
and Mr. Borden.

Mr. Lemieux made a very 
long speech and took no stand.

Mr. Borden made a rather 
short speech explaining exact
ly where he stood.

The first speaker of the day 
was Mr. Lemieux, who spoke 
for an hour, and three quarters 
and took no attitude whatever, 
on the question of separate 
schools.

The greater portion of his 
speech was a denunciation of 
Mr. Monk, Mr. Pelletier and 
Mr. Nantel. whom he assailed 
with great vigor as h sincere 
and as having abandoned Mr. 
Bourassa after profitth g by 
their alliance with him- He 
agreed with the criticisms of 
the terms of the arrangement 
put forward by other Liberals 
and defended Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier against the charge of 
having fought a double-faced 
campaign to 189b-

He met the quotation from 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier's Quebec 

in

Manitoba would be as disposed to 
deal justly as was the majority in 
Nova Scotia.

The Premier next noticed the 
proposal to restrict the legislative 
authority of Manitoba with re
gard to the added territory.

The proposal was politically 
impossible, because Manitoba 
would not accept an extension of 
territory coupled with such re
strictions.

It was constitutionally impos
sible. Mr Borden citied the Bri
tish North America Act of 1871, 
and showed that under it, while 
parliament may impose what con 
stitution it chooses on a new pro 
vince which it creates, once a pro
vince has been created its area 
can be increased or diminished 
only witfi the consent of its legis
lature.

The division on the second read
ing followed, The bill carried by 
114 to 76, the majority again be 
ing 38. The same five French Con
servatives bolted,—Mr. Bellemare. 
Mr. Guilbault, Mr. Lamarche, Mr 
Paquet and Mr. Sevigny, Mr 
Mondou voted with the govern
ment.

The Senate amendment to the 
inquiries Bill was accepted. Mr. 
Doherty secured the assent of the 
House to his resolution dealing 
with the Yukon judges. In boom 
time the Yukon was given an 
outfit of three judges each estab
lished for life, each with a living 
allowance of $5,000 a year in ad
dition to his salary as judge. It 
is proposed to retire two of them 
on full pay for life, leaving Judge 
MarAulay in charge. Two living 
allowance of $10,000 a year in all 
will he saved.

Two more government measur
es were advanced. Dr. Reid’s 
bill to improve the salaries of cer
tain customs effieers in the out
side service and Mr. Pelletier's 
resolution to give assistant post
masters in poet offices yield
ing a revenue of $1,000,000 
and upwards. Toronto and Mon
treal, salaries ranging between 
$2,800 ane $3,500.

After 8 o’clock the House went 
once more into committee on the 
Manitoba Extension Bill.

The Liberals obstructed all 
evening. Messrs. Turgeon, Molloy 
and Emmerson being the earlier 
speakers

Mr. Emmerson spoke at consid
erable length, censuring the gov 
ernment for the financial terms, 
for its opposition to reciprocity 
for its behaviour on the branch 
ines of the Intercolonial, and for 
1 few other wickedness. Inci
dentally he bewailed the condition 
of New Brunswick, citing the im
migration convention which is 
being held in Fredericton as a 
proof of the prevalent despond
ency.

He also referred to the badge 
to be worn by delegates, and be
wailed the desperate straights to 
which the province was reduced 
for want of immigration.

These unseemly lamentations 
by the member of Westmoreland 
were not allowed to go unanswer
ed. Mr. Hagen promptly came to 
the rescue of the fair name of 
the province.

1 I also,’ he said,‘ am the proud 
possessor of one of those badges 
which I now hold in my hand.

‘ My honorable friend was giv
ing a very free translation of the 
inscription. To listen to him one 
would think the convention was 
to be held because the people of 
New Brunswick are bowed down 
with care and sorrow, and that 
they felt it qecessqry to hold this 
convention because of what he 
called the deserted homes and de
serted farms throughout the pro 
vince. That is not at all the 
reason. The convention is being 
held because there is a feeling of 
extreme optimism in the breast 
of everyone in the province to
day.' Mr. Hazen read the inscrip
tion on the badge : 1 Delegate to 
Immigration Convention, Freder 
icton, March 8tb. We are going to 
boost New Brunswick.’

‘ Not New Brunswick the 
downtrodden,’ he continue-"1, ' not 
New Brunswick the depressed 
hut 1 We are going to boost New 
Brunswick the busy east of Can
ada,’ the House cheered.

Mr, Hazen went on to call at 
tention to the reasons given why 
the delegates should attend the 
congress, and read from the St. 
John Standard an extract from 
the address of T. H. Estabrooks 
at a meeting of the board of trade. 
The report, he remarked, in pass
ing, was in a paper read on all 
occasions with greal care by Mr, 
Pugsley, and to which he occa
sionally made reference in the 
House. Mr. Estabrooks, he pointed 
out, had stated to the board that 
owing to the more favorable atti 
tude assumed by the federal gov
ernment to the eastern provinces, 
and the interest shown by the 
provincial government in immi-

March 7 th. —The Manitoba 
Boundaries Extension Bill was 
taken up in committee this even

gratioo, they should do all that 
was possible to boost the immi
gration movement and send a large 
delegation to the congress.

“ It is not necessary for me to 
remind my hon. friend irom West
morland,'’ concluded Mr. Hazen, 
amid laughter of the House, or to 
remind any hon. gentleman who 
knows New Brunswick, that Mr- 
pstabrooks, who made tips state 
ment about tfie more favorable 
attitude of the federal govern
ment and the attitude of the pro
vincial government as regards im
migration, is not a member of the 
Conservative party, but is a lead
ing citizen of 8t. John, and one of 
the most active and jealous leaders

121 Queen Street, Charlottetown.
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The Great Annual

Sale of White Goods
IS NOW GOING- ON.

The greatest array of Painty Undermuslins, Table Linens, 
Sheetings, 'Pillow Cottons, Towels, Towellings, White Cottons, ever 

shown under this roof, is now awaiting you at our Great Annual 

White Goods Sale.

T ou have seen our large ads. in this, and other city papers, 

you have noticed the wonderfully low prices therein quoted. 

Will you come today and see that the goods are just as repre

sented and the prices are just as low as wejuwe promised.

Sheetings and Pillow Cottons Will be Neatly Hemmed Free,

The New Caps 
Are Here!

We have just received an 
advance shipment of the new 
spring styles in Eastern 
Brand Caps. These are some 
of the best we have ever 
shown—sizes for every head 
and some particularly swell 
styles that will appeal to 
smart dressers. Prices 50c, 
76c, $1 and $1.25.

Also a line of the cele
brated English Royalty Der
bies, all sizes, spring styles, 
$2.75.

BROWN’S
The Young Men’s Man.

Naval Service »f Canada.

Staled Tenders, addressed bo the un
dersigned, will be received ap till noon on 
the 16th of March, for the supply for 
twelve months from April lut, 1912, of the 
following Fteeh Provisions to the Ships of 
the Naval Service al Halifax, N. S , St. 
John, N. B., Charlottetown, P. E. I , 
(Quebec, Montreal, Vancouver and Esqni- 
malt, C. B.

Fresh Beef, Fresh Mqttpn, Fresh Pork, 
Bacon, Freeh Fish, Botter, Fresh .Milk, 
Pread, Potatoes, Ogione or Leeks, Cab 
b»ge, TnrnipSj Garrots, Parsnip», Beets.

Forms of fender may be obtained from 
the undersigned or from the Naval Store 
Officers, H.M.C. Dockyards, Halifax, N,S, 
end JSeqnimanlt, B C.

Unauthorised publication of this notice 
will not be paid for.

O. J. DESBARATS,
Deputy Minister of the Naval Servies^ 

department of tbe Naval Servlee,
Ottawa. Feb. 101**1212.

*eb. 21, 1912—41

COAL. COAL.
THE UNDERSIGNED DEALERS IN

Hard and Soft Goal
HAVE ALWAYS ON HAND

At their 014 Stand, Peake’s No. 2 Wharf
A large supply of Coal suitable for all purposes. Orders 
verbal, by mail or by telephone promptly attended to. 
Our telephone No. is S12, and we should be pleased to have 

your orders.

Peake Bros. & Co.
Ch’town, Julyjlfi, 1911—8m
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