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THE BUDGET.
Those who expected that the Domin­

ion Government would do something, 
however slight, to relieve themselves 
from the serious imputation brought up­
on them by their own conduct of being 
mere “flies on the wheel” in so far as 
our. trade policy is concerned, will be 
disappointed in the Budget Speech yes­
terday delivered by the Finance Minis­
ter. The Speech is for the greater part 
a repetition of a story now four years 
old. It has all the well-known ear­
marks. Even for Mr. * Cartwright, 
who, for one or twti sessions at all 
events relieved his reputation some­
what from the accusation of “ mix- 
“ ing and muddling, ” it was a 
poor speech, dreadfully disjointed. 
Comparisons were attempted which were 
not concluded, and statements were 
made which there was no attempt to es­
tablish. Moreover, wholly irrelevant 
matters .were dragged in, such as the 
amount of municipal indebtedness in 
the United States, and apparently with 
no other object than to fill up an allotted 
period of time. And, finally, the Fi­
nance Minister had no measure of relief 
to offer-

Mr. Cartwright spoke of the weighty 
obligations which the old Government 
bequeathed to their successors. He 
ought to have been ashamed to include 
in the amount the $30,000,000 for the 
Pacific Railway, as the scheme 
of the late Government if it had 
been carried out would have brought in 
a return from the reserved lands along 
the line of the road as fast as the sub­
sidy was paid- out. Equally ashamed 
ought he to have been to speak of de­
bentures falling due as a serious obliga­
tion, for every One can see that if they 
added to the debt in one direction they 
took from it in another.

Mr. Cartwright also spoke, and 
spoke with evident emphasis if not heat, 
of the increase in the ordinary expendi­
ture between 18417 and 1873 of ten mil­
lions-of dollars, yet in almost the same* 
breath he confessed that he was 
unable to bring his economized 
annual expenditure, in a period of 
serious depression, below or even 
down to the largest yearly expenditure 
ever estimated by the late Government, 
when trade was tffisk and the receipts 
were constantly increasing, even after 
two millions a year had been struck off 
the burden of taxation. It is altogether 
a fair illustration of Mr. Cartwright’s 
silver and brazen shield, and stamps 
him as a man who is indifferent aa to 
the character of his statements" so long 
as he fancies he can- make a point 
against his opponents.

If Mr. Cartwright has been a very 
Cassandra when depicting the legacy 
left of his predecessors and the results 
which, if they had not gone out of 
office, must have ensued, he has 
been more than hopeful in fore­
casting the future in the all-import- 
ant matter of revenue. Last year 
he estimated he would receive $23,400,- 
000. He actually received a million 
and a half less. His estimate for the 
next year is $23,800,000, and notwith­
standing his disappointment last year 
he is still hopeful This hope he bases 
on the fact that he received in the seven 
mpnths since the close of the last fiscal 
year a million more revenue than for 
the same period in the preceding year. 
But admittedly, a quarter of this amount 
is due to the large importations at St. 
John, necessitated by the loss of goods 
by the great fire, while on some other 
items of revenue, the Excioe notably, 
there is a decrease. Everyone would be 
rejoiced to belieyç that Mr. Cart­
wright’s conclusions from the small 
increase of -Customs duties which he 
has lately received might be
realized, as well as that we 
have “turned the tide,” as he ex­
presses it ; but we greatly fear that his 
Customs figures are deceptive. We fear 
they represent simply a temporary hope­
fulness among merchants, based on the 
good harvest of last year, and that the 
time is still ahead of us which is to she 
an unquestionable improvement in our 
commercial condition.

Mr. Mackenzie has made the public 
so familiar with the saying that the 
great object of the Government of Can­
ada- should be to make this “ a cheap 
“ country to live in,” that it would be 
strange if Mr. Cartwright did 
not plough in the same, fur­
row. He tells us that the per 
capita taxation of the Dominion is 
something like -one-half or one-third 
that of the United States, and leaves us 
to conclude that there is nothing more 
to be desired. Does not Mr. David 
Wells declare, besides, that through the 
operation of an excessively high tariff 
the people of the neighbouring country 
are robbed annually of the immense sum 
of $400,000,000 ? Yet, big theugh this 
sum is, and satisfactory to us though it 
ought to be, that our per capita taxation 
is so much less(than that of the United 
States, it is a curious fact that many of 
our people at this moment find it profit­
able to purchase in the United States 
the goods manufactured in that dreadful­
ly taxed country, and that it is far more 
prosperous commercially at this moment 
than the Dominion. Facts somehow or 
other do not square with the Free 
Trader’s theories. What ought to be is 
not, and what is ought not to be.

The deficits of the las}; two years foot 
up to nearly three millions and a half. 
One would suppose that so striking a 
fact would call for some serious and im­
mediate action on the part of the Admin­
istration. Mr. Cartwright braces him­
self up with the consideration that the 
deficits are not as large aa they seem, for a 
million and a half of them was invested in 
Sinking Fund ; but the hard fact of 
large recurring deficits cannot be avoided 
tjy such a device on the part of the Min­
ister of Çinance. As though mocking 
the House, he called upon it to consider 
this subject, which he declared to be 
grave and yet not grave, and then when 
the House looked for bread he gave it a 
ntune. He had nothing to propose. He 
would trust to fate. The advo­
cates of . a National Policy of 
Protection to our Home Industries 
he ridiculed with the severest words he 
used in his speech. As for the Govern­
ment, they had no desire to create bitter­
ness between the various sections of the 
Dominion—a remark not held to be en­
tirely unwarranted—and would continue 
to stand by the policy they had so far 
carried out. “ This,” he said," they de- 
“ sired to make a square issue at the 
“ polio.” It is well that the issue is put

>en a poll 
of action.

esty of declaration. Whether it 
deliberately weighed and expressed, or 
a mere ebulition of the monmnt, we 
believe it to be a deliberate stSement 
of Party policy, and upon it the (^posi­
tion are prepared to carry their banners 
into the approaching contest.
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THE ISSUE.

The historian of the first, decade of 
the Confederation will have no difficulty 
in summarising the records of the first 
and second Administrations. In 1868 
the exports and imports of Canada 
amounted to $131,000,000.1 In 1873, 
the last year of the Macdonald Govern­
ment, they reached $218,(XX),(XX). Net 
increase under the first Administration, 
$87,000,000. The surplus of revenue 
over expenditure from 1867 to 1873 was
as follows : '

1868.................. .......  S 201,836
1809... .............. 341,090

....... 1,166,7161870..................
1871.................. ....... 3,712,479
1872.................. 3,125,345
1873.................. ....... 1,638,822

Total........ .......  $10,186,288
In his circular to the London capitalists 
in October, 1876, Mr. Cartwright was 
compelled to refer With pride to this 
period of our history. “ The whole of 
“ the debt,” he said, “has been incurred 
“ for legitimate objects of public utility.” 
Thoee legitimate objects” were pub­
lic works and the Finance Min­
ister told Lombard street that “ the 
“ indirect advantage from these public 
“ works has already been found in the 
“ remarkable rapidity with which the 
“ commerce and the material prosperity 
“ of the Dominion have been developed." 
Alluding to the surpluses he said : “The 
“ revenue has shown a continuous sur- 
“ plus during each year since Confedera- 
“tion, although it has in the interval 
“been charged with much heavy expen- 
“ diture of an exceptional kind, such as 
“the outlay connected with the several 
“Fenian attacks on the country, the 
“acquisition and organization of new 
“ territory and providing an adequate 
“defensive force for the Dominion.” 
The capital expenditure on Public Works 
to which Mr. Cartwright referred was
as follow» :

1868........................ ....$ 574,000
1869....................... . . 514,000
1870....................... .... 3,671,000
1871....................... 3,640,000
1872....................... .... 6,236,000
1873.0.................... ... 6,005,000

Total... ...$20,640,000
Besides this debts of the Provinces to 
the amount of $16,600,000 were assumed 
in 1872 and 1873. The immigrants from 
Europe were as follows :

1868,,............. ............. 34,000
1869................. ............. 43,100
1870..L.......... ............. 44,500
1871................. ...*... 37,000
1872............... . ............. 34,700
1873................. ............. 36,900

Total......... ............. 230,500
Of the material prosperity which existed 
from Confederation to 1873, it is almost 

to speak. Every man will­
ing to wort could get work to do at a 
fan day’s wage for a fair day’s labour, and 
'trade and commerce.of every kind were 
in a flourishing and satisfactory con­
dition.

Turn iron that picture to the picture 
furnished by Reform rule. Our total 
trade has fallen from $218,000,- 
000 to $168,000,000, a decrease of 
$60,000,000 in four years. The sur­
pluses have been as follows :x

1874.
1875.

But this fades away 
ficita :

1876...;....A........
1877...........................

888,800
935,600

$1,824,400 
before the de­

ll,900,800 
1,460,000

? $3,360,800
The deficit impending this vear 

amounted on the 10th inst. to $617,000. 
The Macdonald Administration give 
us a free breakfast table. The men now 
in power have taxed tea, and with that 
and other impositions have levied three 
millions of extra taxes upon the people, 
and yet on the 10th inst. their ascer­
tained deficits exceeded their" surpluses 
by no less than $2,160,000. The bo­

under their regime has run as^migration i 
hit follows:

1874.. ............................... 23,900
1875 ...................................  16,000
1876 ...................................  11,000
1877.. ;.............................. 7,700

Toftal............................ 58,600
Or to put it differently the immigration 
in the last four years of the Macdonald 
Government exceeded that of the past 
four years as 163,000 exceeds 59;000. 
But the lose to the population and 
wealth of the country is infinitely greater 
than is represented by the immigration 
returns. The sugar refining industry 
and the tea trade have become extinct. 
The coal industry of Nova Scotia in 
which $12,000,000 of capital is sunk, 
has been crippled. There is not «work­
shop or factory in the country which 
has not suffered, and thousands of me­
chanics have been compelled to go else­
where. Business of every kind has 
been dull, and as yet there is no sign of 
improvement Lastly, our finances 
have been brought so low that Mr. 
Cartwright has given up all hope of 
meeting the impending deficits, and in­
stead of having an annual surplus to 
show the world, we have to admit that 
we are no longer aMe to pay our way.

The issue presented ’ by these two ex­
hibits is so clear that comment would 
be superfluous. It is for the people to 
choose between practical 
and a “mi: " 
conducted by 
neither the wants of the country nor' the 
science of government.

NOTES FROM THE PUBLIC AC­
COUNTS. -

In 1872-3 it cost $568,000 to collect 
$13,063,000 of Caston» revenue, and 
Mr. Mackenzie said it was riotous ex­
travagance. Now it takes $721,000 to 
collect $12,566,000, and he calls it Re­
form.

In 1872-3 there were 160 persons on 
the Superannuation list involving a 
charge on the people of $53,000. Now 
there are 269 and }he cost is $104,000, 
though Reformers are opposed to super­
annuations.

In 1872-3, 37,000 immigrants were 
secured in Europe at a cost of $287,800 ; 
but by the vigorous enforcement of the 
Reform principle of economy 7,700 
were obtained last year at an outlay of 
$364 000. • '

In’l872-3 it cost $3.80 to collect $100

■pfpSlI
1872-3 
i were so (

-
falling over one

Civil
1 all 1

in the 
$760,-
now it,costs only $812,000. x

In 1872-3 Pensions cost the country 
$49,000. But those were the days of 
the corruptionists, for the list has been 
reduced to $112,000. There is no deny­
ing the fact that it takes Reformers to 
apply the knife.

THE MEN AT !tHE HELM.

On the 30th June, 1878, the public 
debt of Canada was $130,000,000 ; it is 
now $166,000,000, or over $40 per head 
of the population. The depression 
which set in at the close of 1873 shows 
no sign of abating. Proportionately 
our bankruptcies exceed those id the 
United States in number and the 
amount of liabilities by nearly fifteen 
per cent. Our West India trade is 
annihilated. Sugar refining, which 
promised to grow into an important 
industry, has collapsed ; and our direct 
tea trade no longer exists. There is 
scarcely a Canadian industry which is 
not crippled, while many have becôme 
extinct ; and our merchants and manu­
facturers are pursuing their business 
listlessly and almost as men without 
hope. In spite of war prices in Europe 
farm produce is low, and the' unloosen­
ing of the Black Sea ports, in which the 
whole grain crop of Southern Russia is 
stored, will probably bring wheat down 
to a dollar. The United States manu­
facturers and farmers have cast out 
their shoe over this country with 
a vengeance ; and the monstrous 
folly of four millions of Free Traders 
attempting to combat forty millions of 
Protectionists is being painfully demon­
strated to our people. Never before in 
her history has Canada been called upon 
to face so dire a crisis, and the doubt 
and uncertainty which oppress the best 
and boldest of our commercial men are 
aggravated by the utter absence of even 
a patch of blue in the sky.

In this unparalleled gldom what have 
we at Ottawa 1 A Cabinet which con­
fesses its inability to attempt to lighten 
our lot ; without a policy ; without even 
an idea of what should be done, and 
lacking even the sympathetic decency to 
cut down the controllable expenditure. 
The Premier can close down upon pub­
lic "works, but the dreadful necessities 
of the" country, its enormous and yearly 
increasing debt, the big deficits from 
year to year, the universal stagnation 
and loes of revenue cannot prevail on 
him to make a clearance among the tax- 
eaters and stop the carnival of jobbery 
which set in with his incapable regime. 
He took office to retrench, and he has-add­
ed to ; to govern the country “ accord­

ing to modem ideas ” as he once said, 
a prey to the hard, 
is with

and he has left it to the
times, the Americans without and his 
own rapacious camp-followers within. 
Never before Was statesmanship of the 
highest order more necessary ; but it is 
safe to say there never was a Govern­
ment so utterly destitute of it. "When 
they tinker with the tariff, it is only to 
vex the business men and increase the 
general demoralization in traded indeed 
the country never feels safer than when 
these men who were to show the world 
how a great and prosperous nation 
could be made, loll back in their 
seats in Parliament, and tell the people 
they are going to let things drift, and 
trust to Providenoe and a good har­
vest to meet the annual deficit.

Providence is kind, but it never 
favours s people who are content to be 

by a helpless and corrupt

*" THE PACIFIC RAILWAY.
The history of Mr. Mackenzie’s vari­

ous policies respecting the Pacific Rail1 
way is one which cannot be read with­
out pain and amazement. From the 
first the ’ Premier seems to have lost 
himself in the question. He began by 
proposing to utilize the “ magnificent 
“ waterstretches ; ” then he adopted an 
all-rail route. He first of all objected 
to building the road by a company, hold­
ing that if the work was -directly under­
taken and carried on by the Govern­
ment, the country would save the com­
pany’s profits ; and then hé concluded 
to commit it to a company, and gave the 
Globe'» Ottawa correspondent, who never 
saw the region in hi» life, a cheque for 
$600 (Public Accounts, 1877, part 2, 
p. 234), for preparing a description of 
the route and its surroundings for use 
among the capitalists of Lombard street 
At the beginning of his career as head 

-of the Government, he professed himself 
anxious to see the work completed, con­
tending, and with great force < and pro­
priety, that until the North-West was 
directly connected with Eastern Canada 
by railway, the wealth of that promised 
land could never bedeveloped. Butlater 
on he took into the Cabinet two Ontario

ilic utter- 
Macken- 

unity and 
development of the Confederation.

To this chapter of contrarieties there 
is an appendix no less perplexing. While 
he was yet extolling the waterstretches, 
and long before the first sod of the road 
had been turned, it suddenly occurred 
to Mr. Mackenzie to purchase 50,000 
tons of steel rails, regardless not 
only of the state of the market and of 
the fact that it would be years before 
the purchase could be used, but of the 
crippled revenue of the country and the 
starmg prospect of a big deficit Then 
came the Georgian Bay contract given 
to Mr. A B. Foster, a preliminary sur­
vey being ignored ; but before a blow 
had been struck the contractor was per­
mitted to throw up the job and allowed 
to walk off not only with his securities, 
which by his breach of covenant were 
forfeit to the Crown, but with $109,000 
of public money and 227 tons of rails 
for which we hold the equivocal collat­
eral of the bonds of a wüd-cat railway 
which collapsed at its inception, and Mr. 
Foster’s field-notes of the proposed 
branch. Then came the Fort Frances 
project. From harping on the “ mag- 
“ nificent water stretches” the Premier 
ultimately came to believe that with the 
exception of a break at. Fort Frances 
there was an uninterrupted line of navi­
gation between the Savanne and the Rat 
Portage, on the Winnipeg river ; and 
the lock was accordingly undertaken al­
though he had by that tune dropped the 
utilization of the stretches scheme and 
adopted the northern route for the rail­
way, miles and miles away from Fort 
Frances. This, also, was a mysterious 
inspiration carried out in inexplicable 
haste. No tenders were Called for, both 
the Pacific Railway Act and the Public 
Works Act being in that respect set at 
defiance ; and the work was handed 
over to Mr. Hugh Sutherland and 
pushed forward by day work under the 
direction of the Department. In 1876 
$7,600 was spent on it, in 1876 $76,000,

four
south of ””

■ HH*»"
an auxiliary to it Lastly, there was the 

. § prompted by Oliver
& Co., where the Premier paid away 
$70,000 all told for a site for the eastern 
depot, although the Town Plot was but 
a paper hamlet in a huge wilderness 
where sites as good might have been 
secured for nothing, and a better one at 
the-Landing for the asking.

Pursuing this vast work in a random 
way without any settled policy or fixed 
notion of what he is about, Mr. Mac­
kenzie has been the prey of the design­
ing jobbers who surround him. The 
country has been robbed through his 
inability to resist the tempting of dis­
honest men and involved in a series of 
marvellous and costly bungles by his 
sheer lack of power to direct so large an 
undertaking.

GOOD AND EVIL.
A Western organ says the Ottawa 

Cabinet has been “ unlucky.” That is 
a fact. Since the day they took office 
the country has had an uninterrupted 
run of bad luck. The midge, weevil, 
Hessian'fly, and rust have beset the 
wheat, and the tax on malt has ruined 
barley. The surpluses have been suc­
ceeded by deficits, and the volume of 
trade has decreased fifty millions. The 
industries of the country have waned 
and become impoverished ; the expendi­
ture has overrun the revenue, and we 
have entered on a stiff race with the con­
stable. These are, indeed, hard and 
evil lines ; but, as our confrère is evi­
dently a believer in luck, will it tell us 
if anything better than bad luck could 
be expected to attend the administration 
of men who obtained office by breaking 
open letter-boxes and making promises 
which they never intended to perform Î

But after all, a little good luck has 
not been wanting. Mr. Charles Mac­
kenzie has had a very fair run of it, as 
times go ; and, certes, neither Senator 
Simpson nor Mr. Adam Oliver can 
grumble. Mr. Anglin never made so 
much in his life before ; indeed, in the 
phrase of the street, the luck of mem­
bers supporting the Government has 
been “ simply immense,” as the numer­
ous breaches of the Independence of 
Parliament Act attest. Mr. Laird, 
$7,000 a year ; M. Cauchon, $10,000 ; 
M. St. Just, $10,000 ; Mr. Macdon­
ald, $10,000 ; M. Dorion, $7,000 ; M. 
Fournier, $7,000 ; Mr. David Chris­
tie, $4,000, and Mr. W. Ross, $4,000— 
these gentlemen have not fared badly, 
all things considered. The rank and 
file of the Party, too, have done well. 
Customs salaries have been increased 
$62,000 in the face of a declining revenue, 
rod the Excise Department has also 
been “ liberalized” to make room for a 
number of patriots. In fact the public 
service throughout has given rich food 
and clean raiment to hundreds of sound 
Reformers whole Opposition struggles 
in putting down bribery and corruption 
with lots of their own money had left 
them decidedly. “ out of luck” and 
elbows.

Hard as the times are, and grievous 
the lot of the taxpayer, it is a consola­
tion to know that oil have not suffered 
alike.

THE GREAT QUESTION AT
*■■■- ■ I8SUB.;
IB ascertained deficits of the two 

last financial years amount to nearly 
three and a half million dollars, and the 
deficit impending this year had on the 
10th inst—in spite of an abnormal in­
crease to Customs revenue of $400,000 
caused by the rebuilding and re-estab­
lishment of the City of St. John- 
reached the sum of $617,000. The levy 
of three millions of extra taxes, distribut­
ed according to Free Trade principles, 
has availed nothing, and the Finance 
Minister now announces that, unable to 
cut down the expenditure and unwilling 
to wring further revenue from the tax­
payers,! he has given up hope of making 
both ends meet and is content to “ let 
“things drift.” The extravagance 
and incapacity of the past four 
years are thus crowned by i 
announcement which must alarm 
every true Canadian. To us it means 
that “ the State has started down hill ” 
and that the jobbers and -.theorists who 
are responsible for it are wholly unable 
to arrest a calamitous descent. To 
our creditors abroad, on whose confi­
dence in the financial stability of the 
Dominion its future development largely 
depends, Mr. Cartwright’s speech it 
not a hint merely, but an elaborate 
message to the effect that we are no 
longer able to pay our way. Dismal 
forecasts have been made from time to 
time as to the results of Reform rule, 
but probably nobody was prepared for 
this startling culmination.

There is but one consoling feature in 
the Finance Minister’s' wail over the 
blighted prospects and blasted hopes of 
the country, which was advancing with 
steps so full of promise until he took hold 
of it—that having brought matters to a 
standstill, having governed until home 
industry is all but extinct and the 
revenue no longer covers current ex­
penditure, he is willing that the people 
shaB decide between him and the Op­
position on a square issue. His de­
clared policy is Free Trade, and he chal­
lenges the Opposition to meet him at 
the polls with Protection. The Oppo­
sition accept the challenge, not cheer­
fully merely, but enthusiastically, be­
lieving that it is only by a wise Pro­
tective policy that our waning interests 
can be restored and the country 
saved from impending bankruptcy, and 
confident, too, that the people 
whom Mr. Cartwright’s fatuous 
pursuit of the Free Trade theo­
ry has brought to such dire 
straits appreciate that. Both for their 
Party’s hope, then, and for the coun­
try’s sake, the leaders of the Opposition 
accept the issue of Free Trade or Pro­
tection and are, prepared to stand or fall 
upon it. It is a clear and easily under­
stood issue. Shall we go on “ letting 
“ things drift,” heaping up deficits, ex­
tinguishing the enterprise of our people, 
and making no effort to avert national 
ruin, merely because Richard Cobden 
believed that Governments hâve no busi­
ness té foster trade and commerce by 
wise legislation ; or shall we adopt the 
policy by which all young mid struggling 
communities have built themselves up 
in the past, and legislate as experience 
and common sense direct without 
regard to the teachings of philosophers 
whose theories even in the Mother 
Country, where alone they were prac­
ticable, are to-day being rudely set at 
naught ?

Nothing can be clearer than this ; and 
of the result of such an appeal we have

«61 
has blighted !

tore what theory 
l pulled down.

It is charming, the sincerity with 
which Messrs. Ross and Dymond are 
hastening the day of Prohibition with­
out regard for the interests of the Govern­
ment or respect for the Premier’s Fabian 
policy on the subject.

For the first time since 1874, Mr. J. D. 
Edgar fails to figure in the Public Accounts 
of the Dominion. But it is only due'to 
him to say that his entire attention has 
been devoted to the Mercer estate.

1

(Continued from Third Page.)

Mr. Bannatyne, M.P., rents to the Do­
minion Government the bnilding used as 
the post office at Winnipeg. He is also 
down for fuel for the same. See P. M. 
G.’s report, pp. 233 and 245. Mr. 
Cunningham, M.P., supplies the New 
Westminster post. office with hardware 
(p. 229) and coal oil and candles (p. 246.) 
What about the I. of P. Act in these cases ?

It is safe to say that the sound Reform 
majorities of 7 and 50 by which the Gov­
ernment held Montreal West against Mr. 
Thomas White in his contests with Mr. 
Fred. Mackenzie and Mr. Thomas Work­
man are now in the Custom House. In 
1873, $5,017,000 of Customs revenue was 
collected at Montreal at a cost of $87,700. 
Last year it took $118,000 to collect $3,- 
869,000.

Last year $25,400 was spent in fitting up' 
a throne and public buildings for Mr. 
Laird at Battleford ; $17,700 was spent in 
organizing his Government ; his salary is 
$7,000, and his magistrates cost $6,000 ; 
total in 1876-7, $56,100. Yet the Batrtle- 
ferd correspondent of Mr. Donald A. 
Smith’s paper says the settlement has been 
killed off, and that “ 1879 will find it de­
serted by all except yé aborigines and 
those heroic men who came to rule and 

sa the land by command of the great 
~ who rules this Canada of ours.”

possess tl 
Premier ^

How far the present Administration has 
redeemed its promises to cut down the ex­
penditure, the following table clearly 
shows :

THE EXTRAVAGANT PARTY.
Expenditure in 1872-3......... ,.$19,174,000
Mr. Tilley’s Estimates for 1873-4 22,483,000 

THE PARTY OP ECONOMY.

Expenditure in 1873-4.......... .$23,316,000
do. 1874-5...........  23,713,000
do. 1875-6...........  24,488,000
do. 1876-7   23,587,000

Estimate for 1877-8 ............ 23,378,000
do. 1878-9   23,440,009

It will now be in order for the organs to 
copy laudatory extracts concerning the 
Finance Minister from the American 
papers.- They will read somewhat as fol-

Mr. Cartwright is beyond doubt an abler 
financier, that is from our standpoint, than 
8b Francis Hincks.— N. Y. Tribune.

Mr. Cartwright’s policy pleases us very 
much.—Cool and Iron Bulletin.

His views on the trade question suit us 
a great deed better than $he*e of that 
wretched old Tory, Sb John Macdonald. 
Mr. Cartwright is evidently a very original 
thinker. —Manufacturera' Lût.

The Budget in brief :—“ We can’t pay 
our way. Our beloved Canada is full of 
bankruptcy and want. We have hljâ 
$3,360,000 of deficits in two years, and we 
expect another on the 30th June next. Still 
as we are Reformers, and have the utmost 
confidence that our Free Trade theories will 
in tiie long run make this a cheap country 
to live in. we ask you to give us a second 
term. Who burned the Parliament build­
ings Î Who pelted Lord Elgin with pre­
historic eggs? These are the great ques­
tions to be considered in this cniis of our 
affairs. ’Rah for Reform 1"

The caw of Rev. William Lloyd, who 
has just resigned the pastorship of the 
Madison Avenue Reformed church, in 
New York, shows how cautions and cb- 
cumspect ministers must be in the United 

•States to retain theb positions. Con­
spiracies to oust pastors are frequent there,' 
and when the least opening is offered, the 
attacking parties pursue theb advantage 
remorselessly.- The Consistory of Mr. 
Lloyd’s church thought he drank more 
than s minister should, and secretly em­
ployed five detectives to “ shadow ’* him, 
thereby obtaining proof that he was in 
the habit of drinking occasionally at hotel 
bars. He defied proof that he had ever 
been “the worse 'of liquor, at the same 
time handing in his resignation. The con­
gregation was three to one in his favour, 
but still he felt that he must resign, and
hie friends now say that his ----
have gained an empty church.

The Lansing (Michigan) Republican says 
that 300 Canadian families have recently 
bought land in Huron county, Michigan 
and will shortly remove thither. This re­
minds us of the fact that in the neighbour­
ing city of Hamilton an agency for the sale 
oflands in Arkansas and the promotion of 
Canadian emigration to that State has been 
for sometime m operation, and has sent there 
quite a number of farmers’ sons and theb 
families. And we are further informed 
that within a short time hack something 
like a hundred farmers’ sons, some with 
families and some without, from Whitby, 
Pickering, and neighbouring townships, 
have taken up land in the State of Dela­
ware. These people who are leaving ns 
are the very best “bone and sinew’* of 
the country : one family of them retained 
here is worth more for the country’s good 
than half-a-dozen families brought out at 
our expense from Europe, to work perhaps 
one summer at farm labour, and then to 
fall upon some of oar city charities for the 
balance of their days. & it because this is 
a “cheap country to live in ” that so many 
df our people are leaving for the United 
State;?

Senator Bureau’s intended question is a 
timely one. It is quite proper that the couu 
try should be informed whether the Govern­
ment will so far depart bom its fly-on-the- 
wheel policy as to take measures to pre­
vent another American silver nuisance, 
should such trouble appear likely to come 
upon ns. But there seems as yet no reason 
to fear any great overflow of American 
silver dollars into Canada, even should the 
prerent silver bill become law. We should 
rcsist^he introduction of a depreciated 
American currency here, but thé important 
point is that the proposed silver dollar 
will not be a depreciated currency, 
at least not for some time to come. They 
are to be receivable at the custom house at 
par with gold, and, having this value con­
ferred upon them, they win be in too much 
demand to be sent to Canada. They will 
be in the market a fraction better than 
greenbacks, which are now within two per 
cent, of par with gold, showing a declining 
rather than an advancing tendency. But 
the most important point in the matter is 
the limitation of the amount to be coiàed, 
which is not expected to exceed three mil­
lions per month. The silver men see now 
what the effect of this must he, ahd are 
wroth with themselves for having accepted 
so small an instalment of silver legislation 
as the present bill amounts to.

Monday, Feb. 25.
Mr. Mitchell moved for a return of the 

cost of the Governor-General’s trips to 
Manitoba and British Columbia.

Mr. Mackenzie objected to give any 
more information than appeared in 
the Public Accounts. The motion was an 
insnlt to the high personage against whom 
it was addressed.

Mr. Mitchell said he did not make the 
motion out of disrespect of the Governor- 
General. As an independent member he 
had a right to ask for these expenditures, 
and it came ill from the Premier, a Premier 
of alleged economy, to refuse him informa­
tion. He denied that he had made this 
mtition from any personal feeling towards 
his Excellency, but, he believed, the ex­
penditures were not represented or fairly 
set forth in the Public Accounts. He could 
understand that a feeling of delicacy might 
prevent the leading men of the two parties 
in the House asking for, this information, 
but he felt no such delicacy as a representa­
tive of the people, and if, as had been 
stated to him, a quarter of a million had 
been expended on these trips, and on 
Rideau Hall, such startling facts would, 
he believed, astonish the country. They 
talked about an insult to the Governor- 
General, but what had they done ? Why, 
when they were in Opposition they 
moved to reduce the Governor-Gen­
eral's salary to $33,000. Mr; Hol­
ton had moved a motion, to- this 
effect and Mr. Mackenzie had seconded it 
And they now talked about insulting his 
Excellency. He had warned the Premiei 
two years ago that these extravagant ex­
penditures must stop, but they had not 
stopped, and it was incumbent on him to 
maké the motion he had placed in the 
Speaker’s hands.

Dr. Tupper regretted exceedingly this 
motion had been made, but no one could 
question the right of an hon. gentleman to 
make it, in fact he had endeavoured pri­
vately to induce his hon. friend to with­
draw it. Having said so much, however, 
he must say he had to regret very deepiy 
that the Premier had taken the ground 
which he had. The information having 
been asked for, it should have been given 
without a question. For his ExceRency he 
had the highest consideration and respect, 
and he believed the expenditures made 
would make an ample return to the country 
which the Governor-General had so ably 
served. He could not defend his course, 
however, either here or elsewhere, if he 
were to vote against the motion, much as 
he regretted that it had been made.

Mr. Holton said the Premier had stated 
that all the information asked for was to 
be found in the Public A ccounts, and it 
was certainly an insult to his Excellency, 
who was soon to leave the country, to ask 
for the details of expenditure connected 
with the official life of himself and his 
family. It was a motion not fit to be 
made, and he was glad the Premier had 
take» the stand he had with respect to it,

Mr. Masson would have preferred the 
motion had not been made, but aa it had 
he could not take the responsibility of 
voting against it. When the Prince of 
Wales went to the East, there was no at­
tempt made to conceal the expense of the 
trip. Every detail was brought down. 
Were we more loyal here than there ? 
They all esteemed their eminent Gover­
nor-General, but he would not attempt to 
set the precedent that Parliament hall no 
right to inquire into the minutest expendi-

• not to
They 
do it.” admirably 

He had to oamplain
m 1875 

Id be use'
turns asked for by "gentlemen*^ 
sition.

Mr. Mackenzie said he would see the 
further information wanted was supplied 

Mr. Stephenson asked the Government 
for information respecting , a return passed 
last session as to the Mounted Police forcif 
It had not been brought down up to this

Mr. Mackenzie said he wonld look into 
the matter.

Mr. McCarthy, resumed the debate on 
the Budget. When the gentlemen on the 
Treasury benches were in Opposition, thev 
charged that the Government of the dav 
was extravagant and corrupt, and not only 
made the charge, but pnt it into the plat-
form of the party. It was true the Financé
Minister was now able to say that there 
was a reduction of ordinary expenditure in 
1876-77 over that of 1873-4 of about a mil- 
lion and a quarter of dollars. He men­
tioned various works charged to revenue 
census, and some others, from both years’ 
showing that while in the latter year these 
services cost $3,151,070, in the former vear 
they cost $1,820,000, the diff erence between 
the two amounts showing either a star vim, 
of particular services or expenditure in 
1873-4 which were not necessary in 1876-7, 
In 1873-4, had the Revenue not been large" 
the amount of $3,151,070 would have keen 
charged to Capital Account. The result 
was that fairly analyzing the Public Ac- 
counts, the expenditure of the Government 
was really larger last ye* than the ex­
penditure of the late Government, or rather 
their Estimates, much as the Conservative 
party were denounced as extravagant and 
corrupt. He complained of the cost of the 
Military College at Kingston, a large por­
tion of the cost of which had been spent 
during the last election in that city, and 
he saw there were $30,000 more in the 
estimates of this session for this institution, 
which would probably be spent at the next 
election. Returning to the annual ex­
penditures, he asked what could the Gov. 
emment say about their economy, when in 
1875-6 they had spent on ordinary expend!, 
tore $235,054 more than the largest ex- 
penditure of a Government they had so 
greatly denounced ? Eveiy one could see 
that any attempt made in the way of 
economy was with an eye to the approach­
ing election, and in the hope of hoodwink- 
ing the electors of the Dominion. He 
next dealt with the increase in the charges 
to revenue, which amounted in gross to 
half a million of dollars. While the 
revenue decreased the expenditures in­
creased. Much had been said by gentle­
men opposite about the engagements" with 
regard to public work entered Upon by the 
previous Administration. He read "from 
the platform of the Grit Convention of 1.867 
to show that that party pledged itself then 
to the enlargement of the canale, and from 
the Globe of 1871, declaring that our rulers 
would be’traitors to the country" if they 
lost a single season in proceeding with the 
Pacific railway. The Finance Minister 
took credit for having reduced the rate of 
interest on the public debt, but this was a 
puerile claim, and one to which no Govern­
ment wonld be entitled. Money can be 
borrowed more cheaply now than twenty 
years ago. Besides the recent loans had 
been negotiated on the strength of the 
silver side of the shield, which the Finance 
Minister presented to the moneyed men of 
England, and which he was enabled to do, 
as he himself declared, because of the ex­
cellent administration of affairs by his pre­
decessors. He then proceeded to contrast 
Mr. Cartwright’s Estimates with the realised 
results, showing how very far out in his 
calculations he had been. He next entered 
upon trade matters, pointing out how 
materially the lines of our commerce had 
changed in recent years, how much less 
business we were doing with Great Britain, 
and how much more with the United 
States, and how largely our direct trade 
With China and Japan had fallen off for the 
benefit of the neighbouring country. The 
Finance Minister had declared the Wash­
ington Treaty to be a capitulation which

many 
the O

tare, even of royalty.
iht (PontiiMr. Weight (Pontiac) expressed the 

same views.
Mr. Mackenzie having made a few re­

marks,
Mr. hjrrcHELL said he did not want 

every item8>f detail. He’only wanted the

E
i amounts, and the Premier would see 
had no statement before them of the 

of the Manitoba trip.
Mr, Mackenzie said he would bring

that case, the 
will withdraw his motion, 

will do nothing of the 
kind. I will meet the hon. gentleman 
half way by striking ont the word 
“detail.”

Mr. Masson said that ought to satisfy 
the Premier.

Mr. Kirkpatrick said the expenses of 
the British Colombia trip were rally riven 
in the Pnblfe Accounts of 1877, and he 
thought the member for Northumberland 
ought to be satisfied with \the promise he 
had received from the Premier to bring 
down a statement of the cost of the Mani­
toba trip.

Mr. DeCosmos said it was felt extortion 
had been practised on his Excellency while 
in British Columbia, and cited items in 
proof of this statement.

Mr. Cartwright observed that the sug­
gestion of the member for Frontenac might 
be fairly accepted.

Mr. Domvillb favoured the motion as 
amended by striking out the word “detail." 
Why should they toy to dicker between"the' 
two sides of the House in a matter on 
which they ought to have the fullest infor­
mation ?

Mr. Holton rose to move an amend-

Mr. Blanchet said the member for 
Chatesnguay had spoken, and could not 
move an amendment.

Mr. Holton (who was considerably non­
plussed)—“ It is a small point of order.” 
He then handed the motion to Mr. Devlin, 
but meantime ‘

Mr. Bo well rose to speak. He said it 
was not for the member for Chateauguay 
to talk about small points of order, for no 
member of the House was more in the habit 
of taking small points of order. When 
that hon. gentleman was an Opposition Grit, 
he waa not very scrupulousastothelangnage 
he used of the representative of the Queen. 
As for himself, he seconded the motion be- 

’ cause he believed the information was such 
as ought to be given to the House.

Mr. Pope moved in amendment asking 
simply for a return of the expense of the 
Manitoba journey.

Mr. Holton said he would now move his 
amendment, which did not differ very 
greatly from that of his friend from Comp­
ton.

Several Members—That is no amend­
ment.

The Speaker ruled that Mr. Holton’s 
amendment was in order. (Ironical “Hear, 
hear.”) .

Dr. T UPPER said he was glad to see lmth 
sides of the House was in accord on this 
question.

Mr. Mackenzie read from the English 
Hansard with a view of disproving the re­
mark that a detailed statement of the cost 
of the Prince of Wales’ tour to the East 
had hot been laid before Parliament, but 
the extract which he read showed that the 
accounts had been carefully audited.

Mr. Mitchell said he would accept the 
amendment rather than aggravate the de­
bate, but he was not satisfied at the Gov­
ernment refusing to give more detailed in­
formation of the enormous expenditures 
than they had before them.

Mr. Plumb said much of this unseemly 
wrangle had been the result of the way in 
which the Premier had met the motion of 
the member for Northumberland.

Mr. Dkwdney defended the item object­
ed to by Mr. DeCosmoa.

Mr. DeCosmos replied, and the amend­
ment having been adopted,

The House adjourned at 11 o’clock.

Tuesday, Feb. 26.
Mr. Dymond moved to refer to the Pub­

lic Accounts-Committee a return brought 
down in reference to payments from the 
contingencies of the Ministry of Justice to 
J. B. Taylor and J. G. Moylan.

Mr. Kirkpatrick objected that no notice 
had been given.

Other members having taken the same 
objection, the motion was allowed to re­
main as a notice.

Mr. Bowell complained of the defective 
character of the return brought down in 
reference to the amounts paid to news­
papers of the Dominion for printing and

s probably a fair set off i _ 
of our neighbours on the fifty

millions of goods they exported to Canada 
ar. He dwelt, in conclusioievery year. He dwelt, in conclusion, with 

great warmth and force upon some disgrace­
ful expressions used by the Minister of 
Finance in the course of his picnic Speeches 
in reference to Sir John Macdonald and 
Senator Macpherson.

Mr. Patterson (Brant) paid a high com-

Cient to Mr. McCarthy for hjs ability.
(Mr. McCarthy) had evidently realized 

the expectation of the organ of the Con­
servative party, and supplied the brains 
which was so greatly wanting to it. But 
Tie (Mr. Patterson) contended that the mem­
ber for Cardwell had not used the figures 
which he had produced fairly, bnt had 
rather misrepresented them. He went 
into figures in proof of the statement that 
the present Government had been 
economical, and spoke generally for a Con­
siderable time in defence of the Ad­
ministration.

Mr. Wallace rose to speak, when 
there were cries to-adjonm the debate.

Mr. Mackenzie observed that he had 
given notice to take Thursday for Govern­
ment business, the motion to take effect 
this week. Several members of the Op­
position objected that this would not be 
treating members on their side of the 
House fairly, and finally it was resolved to 
leave the matter as it was for the present.

The debate was then adjourned, and the 
House adjourned at 11 o’clock.

Wednesday, Feb. 27.
Some questions having been answered, 
Mr. Kirkpatrick moved for the rephrts 

of engineers, memorials, and correspond­
ence relating to the survey and location of 
the line of the Pacific railway between Red 
River and Battleford. He denied that it 
was the duty of engineers or surveyors to 
locate the line of the Pacific railway, 
This was a responsibility the Government 
should take upon itself. In the reports 
before them they had no- report as to who 
had surveyed the route and located the line 
between Selkirk and Mossy River. He 
had been in Winnipeg last summer, and 
did not find a single person who favoured 
this route. The best authorities in the 
country declare it was usually under 
water. Parenthetically, he remarked 
the telegraph lines in this sec­
tion had been put up in winter, 
and the consequence was that last 
summer the poles had fallen down, there 
not being soil enough to hold them, 
and from May to September, when he was 
there, not a tingle message had passed over 
this line. No one had passed over the 
route in summer, except on snow shoes to 
keep them from falling through the mus­
kegs. Nor could the land be drained, be­
cause it was, according to the official re­
ports, forty feet below the level of Lake 
Manitoba. Mr. Fleming, in giving his 
evidence before the Senate Committee last 
session, said it would be desirable to make 
a further examination of the country south 
of Lake Manitoba, and Mr. Marcus Smith 
was sent out to make the examination. 
While the latter said he did not think it 
desirable to make any change in the route, 
he declared that a feasible route south of 
the lake could be had. There was no evi­
dence, at least if there was, it was not be­
fore the House, that the line south of Lake 
Manitoba wonld be thirty miles longer than 
that north of the Lake, bnt even if it were 
thirty miles longer, that would be no reason 
for running the railway two hundred miles 
over a country in which, settlement was 
impossible, and neglecting a country which 
was well fitted for settlement. With refer­
ence to the telegraph .line, he declared he 
had the authority of the contractor 
for Section 2, Mr. Fuller, for stating that 
out of the 517 miles included in his con­
tract, which, in the specifications was de­
scribed as* prairie land, 140 miles were 
found to be a dense wood. This was a 
most serious blunder, which ought to lead 
to the dismissal of the engineer who had 
reported to the Government, if not of the 
Government which had acted upon the re­
port.

Mr. Ryan read from a speech delivered

as the best argu-l 
i used in favour of the! 
I if its statements were!

for furtherl 
l his surprise that! 

^to this route ha! 
before the House, and rea<! 
orts to show that the North! 
i not a favourable one, anti 

a Southem route was prairie nearl! 
He cited authorities to shove 

mileage difference between the 
was 20, not 30 miles. The Prel 
I speech in 1875, hftd stated thal 

line would cost $1,100,00^ 
"than the Northern. Mr. Fleming’ 

j in the Senate last session showe- 
■ difference would not be more tha! 

) 000. The Ministry ought to reconl 
_ - matter.
|5B, Plumb argued in favour of the South! 
«m rente. He commented also upon till 
mistakes made by the Government in coni 
gtrueting the Pacific Telegraph line. I 

Mr. Mackenzie said the Northern line 
been selected because of its short! 

ness, and that the country traversed by il 
Would be more accessible for settlement! 
The statements he had made were not hi J 
but such as he had derived from his enl 
gineers, and others who had been in thl 

.country referred to. He had obtaine! 
reliable information recently, and believe! 
there was no difficulty as to the muskegf 
west of Red River, greater than the Juliul 
muskeg, east of that river, which had to bj 
encountered. It was the duty of the Gov| 
emment, he admitted, to consider loci 
interests, but only so far as that could 1 
done without damage ta the general intei 
eats, and lengthening the road twenty < 
thirty miles would lead to a large pe 

"àajÉfisat cost. He had no interest to servi 
in this matter but the public interest, anj 
•ff any mistake had been made, he woull 
be glad to remedy it if he could. He haj 
no reason to believe that either Mr. Flenj 
ing or Mr. Marcus Smith hadmiade an] 
mistakes in this connection. '

Dr. Tupper asked if the line had heel 
definitely settled between Selkirk andFon 
Pelly. " ;

Mr. Mackenzie said the line had heel 
located, but if it were found that any mid 
takes of location had been made, it waj 
open to the Government to suggest changed 
and the House to accept or reject them.

Mr. Smith (Selkirk) said while he del 
sired to see the road go south, he waj 
guided in his opinion by the report of Mn 
Marcus Smith, and did not see how i 
change conld now be made.

Mr. Trow expressed it as his belief fronl 
his observations in the North-West, a 
from information received by him, that thl 
southern route was the best.

Mr. Kirkpatrick was speaking whel 
six o’clock was called, and the Hon! 
adjourned.

GENERAL.

The frequency with which we are 
hearing of ocean steamers breaking ti 
shafts seems to call for remark. Rail" 
car wheels and axles, steam boilers, 
propeller shafts, should be marie of 
beat iron that the world can produce, 
should be of the most perfect wor1 
ship attainable.

There is said to be a “ collapse of pockj 
books” among those who speculated foi 
rise in opium in consequence of war 
Turkey, where there is a considerable pi 
duction of the article. At onextime d 
long ago opium had advamced to $8 per 1| 
m gold, in the leading American markel 
bnt it is now down to $5.50.

One of thq churches burned in New Y<1 
tile night of Sunday last was substantial 
built of stone, all bnt the steeple, whl 
was of wood. The sparks from the, la! 
burning building near by set fire to ! 
wooden steeple, and the church was d] 
troyed. The New York papers say that 1 
for this wooden steeple the church co 
easily have been saved.

A rumour has been in circulation til 
Mr. Gladstone’s house had been attach 
by tiie mob. The rumour was unfo 
huh two months ago a man wei

fez was seen suspiciously loiterl 
Gladstone's residence. Si! 

e have been stationed at T 
other precautions taken, to m 

teetthe right hon. gentleman from! 
lence. The man was last seen about! 
days ago.

Upon the arrival of the Prince of Wal 
train at Slough a soldier of the Hus! 
got ont of a carriage with other passeng 
and remained upon the platform watcH 
tiie huntsmen alight. When the Prl 
left his saloon the soldier stood ga! 
at his Royal Highness, bnt did not sal 
or in any way notice the Prince, who 1 
in hunting coetume. His Royal Highnl 
who was evidently surprised at the mP 
want of military courtesy, sent one of 
railway officials to ask him what regim 
he belonged to, when the soldier said, r 
Hth Hussars. The reply was conveye<| 
the Prince, who then drove to t" 
Famham Royal.

A most remarkable and mysterious | 
is reported from Cork. In St. Jo 
Cemetery there, an interment of a c| 
was about to take place, when it was I 
covered that the grave had not been oi 
ed. Thoee attending the funeral imn! 
ately took spades and shovels, and, a 
Jigging not more than half a foot, 1 
found the remains of a full-grown pell 
who had been buried without a col 
The body was in a very advanced sta! 
decomposition, and none of those who I 
it conld say whether it was male or fell 
An informal investigation into the a| 
took place before toe magistrates, ! 
the persons who discovered the body 1 
examined, as well as the gravedigl 
who conld give no explamation of ho! 
body came there. It was stated thal 
head was severed from the trank, am.| 
leg was cut off from the knee down. 
p<3ice are investigating the affair, anl 
rangements are being made for the e| 
ination of tiie body.

The editor of the St. Albans Adveu 
was at the Windsor hotel ball, and sa j 
his report :—“ Just after the entry of T 
Dufferin and lady—an event that 
place without our knowledge—we strl 
into tile ball-room, and made our wal 
ward the grand dais. Standing there J 
moments, patiently awaiting the arrivl 
the distinguished guests, and failing tl 
them come in, we turned to a gentil 
who happened to stand near us, and pi 
ing his arm, enquired in a very eal 
manner, at what time was his Excell 
expected to put in an appearance, 
gentleman thus questioned looked 
and smilingly said :—‘ I am Lord Dufl 
sir.’ Believing him to he a jolly I 
soldier and bent on playing a joke «I 
we replied in return, 1 Oh, sir, you rl 
mg !’ ‘ Indeed, sir, I’m not,’ he repl
* I can assure you, sir, I am Lord r 
ferin and sure enough he was. 
apologized for our abruptness in addre 
him, and seeing our embarrassment 
grasped our hand and laughed heard 
our blunder. This little incident &3l 
us a splendid opportunity to form tl 
quaintance of the Goxeraor-Generl 
Canada.” l I

Mr. Evarts aras recently called uj 1 
Mr. Joseph Wharton, of Philadelpl 
strong Protectionist, who sends t| 
North American the substance of th| 
retary’s remarks on international 
matters. He says, then, that he| 
brought up to believe in protecting 
industries ; that he hopes to aid till 
extending their foreign markets withl 
all Injuring the markets they hi 
home, and that in all transaction! 
foreigners he remembers that his hie 
is to look after the interests of the T| 
States. “ Aa to Canada, he 
little while the subject of a recifl 
treaty with the Dominion may at anj 
come up for consideration, but he il 

l alive to the danger of British manufal 
being brought over the frontier as j 
dian products, and his idea of the rel 
to be desired with Canada partake rd 
a ZoUverein than those of the formel 
taeutaty reciprocmy. ” We fancy thl 
encan manufacturers and produces 

.have little fear that their interesj 
suffer in the hands of the present! 
tary of State.


