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Soldiers at the Front

Christmas Carol Did Not Muffle Roar of Angry
Guns in France, But it Was a Christmas of
Plenty for the Allied Armies

With the  British Armies in
France (via London), Dec:. 25.—
From a staff correspondent of The
Associated - Press—Christmas has
sent a throb of good cheer to all the
British armies in the battle lines of
France, and wherever a British sol-
dier ate his Christmas dinner today,
whether in the front fire trenches or
in ‘the secluded security of the re-
serve camps, enthusiastic toasts were
offered to .King and empire and to
the coming new year, which Britons
confidently ' believe will bring vic-
tory to the allied cause.

The soldiers from overseas, the
Canadiams, New Zealanders and
South Africans, drank somewhat
wistfully to the folks at home, but
soon shook away any tendency to
homesickness in the sturdy work of
war, for war grim and determined,
went forward today as relentlessly as
yesterday ‘and as it will tomorrow.

Guns Roar On.

The Christmas carols, which rose
up from all parts of the world, were
not far-reaching enough this year to
muffie the roar of ahgry guns or shut
out the unceasing song of flying
shells.

It was a Christmas of bounteous
plenty along the British front and
the soldiers in the field were joyous-
ly immune from the three-course
dinners prescribed for the British
Isles. Bach' individual company of
the vast army organization had a
jubilant Christmas spread and there
was much rivalry in the elaborate-
ness of the camp menus. ¥

The members of the various com-
“panies pooled their assets, both edi-
ble and monetary, and the canteens
and small French 'shops, which per-
sist and prosper. in: the war zone,
were called on for all their sweets
and delicacies. Mess halls were
splendidly decorated, in many in-
stances with holly and mistletoe and
paper flowers, made by the soldiers
themselves, many of the flowers be-
ing worked into Christmas mottos.

_Bands Play

At various places along the lines
bands- visited-the mess halls, giving
concerts for the soldiers. The Young
Men’s Christian Association and
other organizations arranged count-
less entertainments and special pro-
grammes prevailed  in the movie
halls and’ Soldier’theatres, most of
the latter being battered ‘French
barps, with- shell holes barricaded
against'‘the’ wintry blasts and the
noises of battle waging not far a-
way! ¢

Every British soldier had his ia-
dividbal plum pudding, this partic-
ularly indispensible "item of the
Christmas bill of fare having been
lookéd after by the London news-
papers, whieh raiséd in the neigu-

borhood of $500,000 for their pur~ .

chase.

Where conditions -permitted . asg
of ‘the men as possible - were' ve-
many of the men as possible were re-
ner, ‘but in the mid-ditches of\ the
Somme and ‘in other sectors Christ-
mas dinner, steaming hot, was
carried ‘up throdgh the communica-
tion trenches, sometimes under the
pelting of shells, to the men held
by duty at the outposts of war.

Messages to Fritz

Some. of the men serving the big
guns chalked satirical greetings on
the shells before firing them. “‘Ir
it’s dead shell ‘and doesn’t explode,”
explained a‘gunfier, ‘‘Brother Boecae
can read what we think of him. On
the other hand, if it does its duty,
he’ll know without reading.”

This third Christmas of the Bri-
tish armies in France was vastly dif-
ferent from its ‘two predecessors, es-
pecially ‘the first, ‘When 'onlya pitifu!
handful of the original éxpeaitionary
force was left to form a think khaki
line against the gray clad enemy.
The field army was then so small
that King George personally sent a
Christmas ps,qkage to everyone. The
muitiplication “of that army of tens
of thousands into 'a present force of

so ‘many millions “has somewhat al- ’
tered the sitnation. - -

The -néws “of ' President Wilson’s
peace” note had percolated ‘through-
out the army by to-day, but'it can-
not be said to ‘havé been favorably
received. ‘While it can truthfully be
said that officers and men alike
realizer the hardships of the coming
winter, all appear eager for & new
offensive’ in the spring and say they
can make that offensive decisive.

Ottawa, Dec. 26—Christmas greet-
ings to Canadian soldiers at the front
and training in England or at comn-
valgscent homes or hospitals there
were conveyed by Sir Robert Borden,
in cables to General Turner, General
Byng and Sir George Perley.

The Prime Ministér ¢abled General
Turner, commanding ‘the - Canadian
forces in Englands!- ' 4 ¢

“On behalf of the Canadian peopl
I seénd Christmas' greetings to the
Canadian expeditionary force in Eng;
land ‘and earnestly wish that -their
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et!'o'rts 'diring the coming year may
be crowned with the highest 'success.
Those who are now completing their
training in England may soon be
called "to the front, where their re-
cord will be as splendid and inspiring
as that of the Canadians now in the
battle-line. The Canadian people
are regolved .to spare no effort and
shrink from no sacrifice to. support
the cauge for which you have taken
up arnis on behalf of your country.”
.To General Byng, head of the Can-
adians- in,:France, .the Premier sent
this message: :

1:%Ont behdilf of the Canadian people
expeditionary foree: in France Christ-
that ip'the ‘coming year the Highest
suecess ‘may ‘crown their efforts.”
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_wood -had sbeen donewin inferesting
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* However,

Isory Service
‘Urged by Sir /Sam

Late Minister of Militia S
In His Home Town_—Failure of National -
; Service C ommission

peaks at Recruiting Meeting

ed that under his’'proposal he Would
have at léast 200,000 to 300,000 men
. ready for' the !'fromt;; within' four
months from. the ‘inception ~ of the
plan. ¥

The audience were .imp
his showing how {the pres
‘hational and private éxp
sonal cost ‘of preseht sys re-
cruiting wotld be saved, ‘a’ ‘perfectly
uniform -system; fair to' *¥jl ~alike,
wwoeuld be established, and *‘:-tmlned

Cana.
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basis always, however, -of merit, effi-
ciency and capability. Canadians, h
maintainéd, should hovtfjabﬁ Tegard

or handed ‘over to Britain ' a8 Britis

ing and service at once: ';-Ie remark-{.

ranks .on the

or cqncerning nis coileagues, what-
ever. ‘
No Fear ' About Quebec
Interviewed after his address, asked
how Quebec Province would ac-
cept his plans Sir Sam replied quick-
ly, “As I pointed out in my remarks
to-night, if the British fleet should
suffer disaster and Germany become
dominant on the sea, there is noth-
ing to prevent von Hindenburg from
landing an army on our eastera
coast next spring and practically

.without serious oppesition, crossing

{o the Pacific, leaving a trail akin
to that in Belgium, France and Po-
Jand behind him.”

“I firmly believe and have reason
for the belief,” said@ Sir Sam, ‘‘that
Quebec Province, in common with
all other parts of Canada will loy-
ally resrond to the call ‘to arms for
universal training at once, and that
compulsory overseas service will fol-
low as a matter of course. The peo-
ple realize how absurd it would' be
to permit the paying of taxes to be
voluntary. So in such a great crisis
compulsory service is the only fair
plan.”

Sir Sam’s speech is greatly appre-

ciated here as being a masterly ani
fearless solution of the reeruiting
problem.

THE GAS PLEBISCITE

To the Editor Courier:

In the local papers last week I'no-
ticed a statement credited to one of
our aldermen that there was a pros-
pect of getting artificial gas from
Hamilton and selling it at 45 ¢ents;
and also an explanation that if the

gas plebiscite was endorsed in Brant<

ford it did not necessarily mean that
the muniecipal plant would have to be
built. y

The ratepayers should go slow
in this matter. Personally, I think
there is no chance of getting artificial
gas from Hamilton delivered and
sold in Brantford for the price quot-
ed. T know something about the gas
situation in Hamilton. The proposal
there to build a gas coke plant was
held up largely because the company
insisted on the right to: charge a
maximum price of 65 cents. It has
the right, under its present charter,
to charge 90 cents a thousand for
artificial zag. That is not a very prom-
ising outlook for 45 cent gas in
Brantford from that source.

As to the vlebiscite. We all know
that while the 'pre-election talk is

hat plebiscites are nat binding, a

nan verdict is often accented as a

mandate from the peovle to go ahead
and snend their money.

Personally, I am ovnosed to the
t expenditure of one dollar on unneces-
i sarv work at this time. Thrift is the
ery from one end of’the empire to
the other to-day.

Britain needs every man and dol-
lar to win the war, and eeonomy in
evervthing shonld be our policy. The
calls for patriotic purposes have been
great, and will be greater still, and
they will doubtless continue to be
cheerfully met. But for this verv rea-
son, the burden on the small tax-
vayer should not be unnecessarily
increased. - Let us win the war and
settle our own troubles afterwards.

"ATAXPAYER.
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Question

forever.
fiot- bé commonplace.

The -day of Yuletide trinkets—that never are used, is gone
Now it’s practical giving—but, of course, it must
Broadbent would ‘suggest for the ‘men
some of the following Jaeger specialties:

Jaeger Underwear, Jaeger Sweater Coals, Jaeger
: P— -‘“
Dressing Gowns or House Coats, Jaeger Sox, Jaeger

Rugs, Jaeger Wool Taffeta Shiris.

«Ely Ties"” that we have
elsewhere

Then "you'll ﬂnd nothing more &

table b
sr C

in Beantford. Theme's nota
dressed man in Brantford would notiibe:

{THAT'S SARRTY F

f“g\‘like——l\lay we ghow. “You”

AP stoTe '\ié‘lnden ‘with t he'kind of goods that men are klown

Another Christmas has come around

citizen-soldier

and we are still at war. But the Em-
pire, ‘confident inyou, remains de-

a truly democratic,

army. ‘
“The nations are at war, and ac-

“termined -to win. May God bless and tion, prompt and decisive, must be

proteet you.
“George, L.I.”"
Also the following cable to
sick and wounded: '

sailors and soldiers.

ealth;-a ipeacefuk  Christmas,
v.h years;to ‘come.
& “eorge R.I.”

W?’e Mrott.

“At. this Christmastide the Queen| Metropolitan Church a
and I are thinking more than ever of | well as his letter of October to Sir
the sick and wounded among my | Robert Borden, all favoring compul-
From our|sory service, General Hughes, now
heartsswe wish them strength to bear unfettered by th

their sufferings, Speedy restoration to | mands the imme
; 4 and | all single men f

| *“"Aithough it/ ha ,Jgfégn cus_t_;ggl;ary

% :0 3 e a_t t.';"éo;g 0{3{."};! _bSyt,..a'(l:’cIma; the Act as'it mew stands.-To 'rcemct);‘ea
; ; i ice,

tion, Dr; F. B. Bennett; chairman ot asi §erv.

the Board: of Education, will oppose

4 fhe Woodstock ‘jury in the case
of Alex, Greeh# charged with caus-
ing grievous‘bedily harm to~ Con-

the mandate,” said General Hughes.
Militia Act Sufficient.

the Following more particularly the

lines of his Toronto Empire Club and
speeches, as

e rules of office, de-
diate calling out of

18 to 45 years of
age and not exempted under the law,
for active service training, under the
Canadian Militia Act forithe defence

of Canada. i
This, he stated, can be done under

doubt regarding overse
Militia Aet should be 8o amended
that the Canadian militia could be
dent by Canada overseas to assist in
the great cause of human: liberty.
The ex-Minister also gave a sum-
mary of the German pre-war prepar-
ations and of the non-preparedness

stable Moore in a motor accident,

'The aims and aspira-

Some in the audience séemed sur-
prised that General Hughes did not
make the slightest referemce to the
cause of his leaving the;Cabinet, but

Prepared only by Thomas

no word fell from his lipg on politics
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