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THE BELGIAN EXODUS TO HOLLAND 
AND DISSENTIONS AMONG 

THE BELGIAN EXILES

would not hear of such a comprom­
ise so long as home rule was not 
guaranteed to Flanders. *% Either 
group had its adherents among Mr. de 
Swarte’s staff.

AT THE if
■

—Mr. Êene de Clercq, 
his co-editor from the r beginning, 
stood up in opposition to him, and 
succeeded in persuading Mr. de Swar- 
te to"

H
“THE PURSUIT

m i

\The Second of the Great “ W
The butterfly of fashion and frivolity neglects her duties to her race and opp 

too late—a merciless exposure of feminine fqjlly—Dress—Din ners-
the frailties of humaniity scorched by the light of truth.

Fifth Episode of “ THE GODDDSS.

m m-.i'^sign, leaving “De Vlaamsche 
t” in-the hands of the extremists.

The other group, the “Flanders 
next., to Belgium” men, have at once 
started a new paper, a weekly called 
“Vrij Belgie” (Free Belgium), by the 
choice of this title asserting their de­
votion to King Albert’s country. 
“Vrij Belgie” accuses Mr. de Clercq 
of bringing grist to the German mill 
by- starting hi^ anti-Government ac7 
tion while this Government is still 
in exile; Mr. de Clercq, in his turn, 
reproaches the “Vrij Belgie” leaders 
with faintheartedness and betrayal of 
the Flemish cause. “It need’not con­
cern us whether a Flemish Flanders 
is to the interest of Germariy, it 
suffices us to know that it is of the 
highest importance to our people,” 
writes Mr. de Clercq’s co-editor, Dr. 
Jacob. And while this leader, in 
happy unconcern of Germany inter­
ests, is dictating to his followers the 
tenets of true Flamingantism, the 
anything but disinterested German 
conqueror at Ghent dictates to a few 
Germanophile Flemish journalists 
the tenets, of trufe Pan-Germanism 
for the edification and instruction of 
the subscribers to “De Vlaamsche 
Post ” In this paper, the agitation 
for an autonomous Flanders has late­
ly, under German auspices, gone to 
the extent of summoning Flemish to 
open rebellion against their exiled 
rulers. “Thus far,” writes one of 
these hotheads, “we Flemings have 
been satisfied with begging and talk­
ing—we had better ^smash ". windows 
and preach revolt against» our» 
Frenchified Government when it re­
turns to Brussels.” And while such 
irresponsible penmen are Comprom­
ising the Flemish cause, branding it 
with the suspicion of apostasy, Felm- 
ish soldiers are daily shedding their 
blood in defence of that, country for 
whose unity their writing leaders pre­
tend not to care!

V. M Cj. >;

By A. J. BARNOW in the Nation.T— Stem Ü
On October 8, the anniversary of thé1 

fall of Antwerp, an exhibition was op­
ened at The Hague of sixty-three 
drawings by the Dutch painter, Leo 
Gestel, all illustrating the miseries 
of the Belgian exodus into Holland. 
Leo Gestel has lived through various 
episodes of that eventful time, and 
has recorded them with brush and 
p.ercil in scenes so throbbing with 
woe and speechless agony as to haunt 
the mind for. days after. The most 
impressive are these in which the 
artist shows the interminable, wave- 
like processions of the wearily tramp­
ing crowd ; young, thin-faced mothers 
with deep-sunk eyes, dragging their 
children along and bending under the 
burden of all their belongings tied 
up in bundles; old women wheeling 
a perambulator turned into a removal 
van ; street-walkers in showy furs 
and painted faces; young fellows 
with lowering looks, carying heavy 
bags slung over their shoulders, or 
pushing a wheelbarrow in which an 
old paralyzed father is propped up 
against a pillow; dirty patriarchal 
Jews and dangerous-looking hooli­
gans; tottering omnibuses packed on 
the top with an indistinct mass in 
which nothing but heads and arms 
and fists and dangling legs can be 
descried; and over this sea of tear­
less despair a dark sky looms, lit up 
ia the far distance by the lurid glare 
of a town on fire. Pictures like these 
are mighty epics,in black and white. 
TJut the artist has also.observed these 
poor exiles in their higgledy-piggledy 
makeshift camps, improvised on sod­
den . fields by the roadside, in the'* 
shelter of a haystack, and iu drench­
ing rain with .only â straggling tent 
.or the tilt of a cart to cover them. 
.Still, after the former, these rest­
ai! g .scenes are pleasant to behold, 
end the artist, who drew the flight in 

• jblack only, has painted these camp­
ing episodes in bright transparent 
Water-colors. The collection reveals 
tfrfe powers of a great artist, and is a 
Tasting monument both *to his own 
fame and to that terror-stricken flight 
of half a nation.
m The Belgians, at that time fratern­
ized -by affliction, have, in their exile, 
resumed the old political quarrels by 
Which the nation was sadly divided 
before the war. In a letter to the 
^Nation,” published in its issue of 
April 22, I considered it possible that 
the danger from abroad would event­
ually prove a means of consolidating 
the Walloon and Flemish elements*. 
But when the first .terror of the in­
vasion and flight had subsided, "and 
the war dragged on with hardly a 
change to stir their flagging hope of

a speedy return to their abandoned i?i' 11!homes, the refugees, in the monotony 
Of thèir prolonged residence abroad, 
fell back upon the discussion of the 
old political and racial problems, to 
discuss which means to quarrel about 
them. The Walloon press, irritated 
by the cringing attitude of that Ger­
manophile paper “De
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Anita Stewart and Earle Williams in the “Serial Beautiful.”

ilgVlaamsche 
Post,” edited at Ghent by a few mis­
guided Flamingants under the Ger-

WEDNESDAY—“EXPLOITS OF ELAINE.” ■mFRIDAY—“CHARLIE ( mk ,
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IfeM a IM 1man censor’s control, began to up­

braid the Flemish iu general with 
treason to the Belgian cause, quite 
disregarding the telling fact that the 
majority of the Belgian soldiers who 
that cause are true-born 
“Vous suivrez la .culture latine ou 
vous ne serez rien,” they were told 
in that ,haughty tone which the Wal­
loon’s usual manner in dealing with 
his Flemish brother.

The challenge was not left 
answered, and, which is worse, be­
came the cause of dissension among 
the ' Flemings themselves, dividing 
them • into two hostile camps with 
widely .differed in ideals and aspira­
tions. The one which seems to be 
the larger of the two adheres to the
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;mmA German Ode 

to Pres. Wilson
Refutes Bryan’s 

Charges About 
India’s Loyalty

■ ■;
4

ROSSLEY’S THEATRE !Flemings.♦ 'll

t I
’LONDON* Dec, 27.—In an illus­

trated supplement of the Government 
controlled Berlin Lokal-Anzeiger on 
last Friday is the following bit of 
verse entitled ‘T)de to Wilson,” - of 
which the following Is a rough trans­
lation:

How wildly you roar forth 
speeches,

How furious *>. and blindly 
curse*

How you thunder out rage and 
damnation L

words which the winds 
but disperse.

To cast loving eyes towards the 
Fatherland

Is treason for Germany's elan.
To take thought of the soil of 

his fathers
Is the right M 

bom man.
an idiot you’ve blandly 

suggested
- That fire Germans’ right role 

is reserve,
And meekly while5 homeland is 

bleeding
Like deaf, dumb and blind 

should observe.
Shamed deep in both . cheeks yen 

wotfld have him
Stand by looking on and not 

stir;
None but a fool would demand

i St John’s Leading Vaudeville, Dramatic and Picture Theatre.

NEW SONGS, NEW DANCES, 
NEW COSTUMES.

SPECIAL MATINEE AT 2.30 TO-DAY. 
DON’T MISS IT.

B• mm11 lA year or two ago one William
Jennings Bryan, of Nebraska, polit 
tician and peace; un- radvocate, spent 
three short weeks in India making a 
thorough study of India’s three hun­
dred million people and their condi­
tion under British rule. One of the 
after-effects of that trip was an inter­
view in which Bryan condemned Bri­
tish administration in India.

Mr. Bryan may not have been quite 
frank in saying what 
thought about British government in 
the ancient empire, but^Iast week Mr. 
ustdm Rustomjee, editor the Ameri­
can Club, did not mince words in say­
ing what he thought of Mr. Bryan.

“Lies, abominable lies,” was the 
distinguished Parsee’s description of 
Bryan’s statements that India 
suffering under British rule, was pay­
ing tribute to Britain and furnished
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WTTHE INFANT WONDER
WILL APPEAR TO-DAY.

s A 6♦ :

,cause of Belgium as a matter of para-
to which 

For
mount interest, second 
comes the cause of, Flanders, 
that reason, this party disapproves of 
the gauntlet being taken up by the 
Flemings which the Walloon press 
had thrown at them. But the other

inhe reallyAnd nCO N1--, î
You will say she is a marvel.♦ tx
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In Preparation, New Pantomime, 
JACK AND JILL.”

CHILDREN’S MATINEE, 5 and 10 Cents.

IIIgroup raised the cry: “Flanders.first, 
Belgium second.” 
do not dare foy a free Belgium in 
which a W'alloon Government should 
.again rule over an 
glanders,
They demand home rule for Fland­
ers in the Belgium of to-morrow, and 
they will not wait till the new day 
dawns, but want to extort from the 
Government at Havre a definite prom­
ise thSt autonomy shall be granted 
them. They are die-hards, the Flam­
ingants through thick and thin. Their 
principal spokesmen are the poet 
Rene de Clercq and a young philo- 
ogist, Dr. Jacob. Together they edit 
“De V|aamsche Stem,” which has 
lately passed into their hands. Orig­
inally this paper, which is published 
at Amsterdam, was meant to be a 
meeting ground for all Flemings in 
exile. The founder, Mr. Alberik de 
Swarte, conducted his paper in a true 
spirit of Belgian patriotism, avoiding 
all fruitless polemics on domestic dis­
cord, and representing the liberation 
of Belgium as the Fleming’s nearest 
duty. But this attitude implied a 
compromise with the Gallophile Gov­
ernment at Havre, and the die-hards, 
once roused by the Walloon challenge

j ! These Flemings H ■ü
free-every

was i l jLikey.
unenfranchised 

as it did before the war.(DJ NstillBritain’s younger sons with easy and' 
lucrative positions.

Mr. RustomjeeI i! •1 •' I
told of the rapid ! 

growth of India’s population under 
British administration, of the increase 
in the wealth of the people and the!

nt THE CRESCENT PICTURE PALACE.
*• * • - ' ... ■ -____

Mtrr.H H !
i♦ I :B- îWhich must we take as the truer tremendous development in 

With a trade of a billion and a half of 
dollars India contributed only £100 
000 a year for the protection given 
by the British navy. Not one dollar 
of tribute was paid by India and not 
a dollar went out of the country but 
for India’s good. Less than one 
cent, of the positions -of the civil ser-; 
vice of India was in the hands* of 
Englishmen, " and these were mostly 
technical positions Indians could not 
yet fill.

Speaking of the reasons lying be­
hind India’s wholehearted support of i i 
Britain in this war, Mr. Rustompee 5 
declared that Britain’s championship 11 
of Belgium, her determination to stand I 
by her pledged word, no matter what a 
the cost, had been a guarantee to the a 
princes of India that the integrity and^ I 
liberty of their states would be main- Ï 
tained. The people of India realized I 
also that the war was one between ; 
two great forces, the forces of auto-1 
cracy and freedom.. Those who had — 
preached sedition—and there were a 
few—had buried the hatchet to unite ., 
against the common enemy, and all ff 
the people had united in ^efence » of 
the Empire.

Major Minard, president of the Am­
erican Club; thanked Mr. Rustomjee.
He dealt briefly with the organization 
of an American legion who were go­
ing to fight side by side with Cana-* 
dians£ Australians, Indians and the 
men from the Isles qf the sea. The, 
American legion would be fighting, ; 
not for the British flag, but for the' 
principles of freedom, truth and jus- ! 
tice for which that flag to-day was 
standing, and on the side on which 
every lover of justice and liberty had 
ranged himself.

trade. L ■ :♦ .. ■ ,4;"- :reflex of the Flemish people’s mind": 
the journalist’s word or the soldier’s 
deed?

No doubt the latter.

: 11i INUTHE FACE OF THE MADONNA”
A Marvellous 3 Reel Feature Product by the Kalem Company. ;

Xf I ,iI
m♦ The average 

Fleming cares not for the nice dis- m♦

•I :
•9 it*♦B- tinctions which cause schism between 

intellectual Flamingants., He feels 
one craving: an undistrubed posses­
sion of his native soil ; he knows 
one truth : that his enemy, who de­
nies him that peace, is the German. 
And he expresses that , conviction 
with laconic eloquence by calling “De 
Vlaamsche Post,” which dickers with 
the enemy, “De Vlaamsche Pest” 
(Thé Flemish Pestilence).

juDESTINY DECIDESNone so craven to obey but, 
a cur.
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♦ A Strong Bîograph Drama, Featuring Isabel Rea. ;*0
# •SiBritain Needs

Many Doctors
î

* 4 V. > Vv ‘FATHE’S NEW MAID’ 5 nm. S'!. IA Sweedie Comedy with Wallace Beery. - -•
NEW YORK, Dec. 21—"Nothing 

brings more vividly before us the ef­
fects of the war than the recent an-

| |
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GOOD MUSIC AND EFFECTS—A COMFORT 
ABLE AND WELL VENTILATED THEATRE]

ÜHnouneement of the Director-General 
of the Royal Army Medical Corps of 
Great Britain that before the close 
of the current year at least 2,500 ad­
ditional doctors will be required, rea­
dy to take commissions and to be sent 
where needed.

“This means that, at the very 
’least, one-third,, of the members of 
the profession in Great Britain who 
are within t|ie military age will be 
called.”

So states The New York Medical 
Journal, editorially, under the cap­
tion “Doctors and War.” The editor­
ial adds :

“Without competent medical advice 
it woiAd be impossible, to maintain 
in the field; such huge aggregations 
of men as go to make the modern 
array. Without proper sanitary pre­
cautions they™'would* be swept away 
by epidemics more deadly than the 
shells and bullets of the enemy.

“To supply the needed quota of 
medical men Great Britain has been 
divided into districts, and local meet­
ings of the members of the profes­
sional in these districts have been 
sumtnoned to* meet the representatives 
of thev Government and learn the 
neèds of the army in the matter of 
medical service. •'t

“The doctors who remain at home 
are likewise serying their country, 
for arrangements are being made on 
a business basis which will, so far 
as practicable, assure the preserva­
tion of the practice of those men who 
go to the front, so that on their re­
turn they will not find themselves 
shouldered out of the profession.

“All this furnishes an impressive 
lesson for the medical profession in 
the United States, for our social, pro­
fessional and military organization is 
along much the same lines as that 
which obtains in Great Britain.
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MORE ATTRACTIVE SPECIALS
The Direct Agencies,

Limited
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That mean BIG SAVINGS to the Purchaser | 
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* beg to announce that the Thos. Davidson Mfg. ^ ;

* Co., Montreal, have established a branch in St. 

John’s, and are prepared to fill orders promptly

* for all lines of Colonial and Cherrystone enamel- 
: ware at lowest factory prices. Send for our Price Ü

List.
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V1(H) dozen Men’s White Laundered 
Collars, in all popular styles, in 
High,- Low and Medium 
shapes.. ..

fe Stripe Flannelette Night Shirts, trim- i 
med with Embroidery. Excellent i 
wear assured^. ..... .. Hf\n i 
Special Price. • "C ’

y
*•
«- .

i i„i
- ----------- o—■—■—

The most effective way of spoiling 
beefsteak is to permit the average 
housewife to cook it.

4 » H s i ll ;• J ’ -sill ffe
ü I L

4-O10c ■y...
■

u n ;,
■11 li ■The Direct Agencies,

Limited.

..Each »15 IDongola Juliet Slippers, with Patent 
Leather Tips and good Rubber 
Heels. Regular $1.60 QK 
value. Special Price

Dongola Blucher Boots, with Patent i 
Leather Tips. Regular $2.30 . ]
Value....................... 1 A ]
Sale Price.................................................... j

;■ ■ pxj . • .... . ". .. s ■ • • * " 4

Women’s Lustre Blouses, with High j 
Collar, in Dark Colors : Green, j 
Grey and Red. Reular $1.30 
value.. ....
Special Price..

4
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’ Men’s Winter Caps with fur- 

lined Backfold.. . Each

%£ Blue Chambray Shirts, with Collar.
The Shirt that will stand hard' 
usage; double stitched all 
throug. Reinforced back and 
front which adds strength and 
durability to its wearing quality. 
Full regulation size. Regular 
70 cents each...
Special....

45c«

[irks, i„ 4 ►.
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At Lowest Prices
Gasolene 11 FISH For Sale !
JedladHHHHMHI
Motor Oil

V « A' * at"s 1:
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1.. . Each 55C

* Men’s American Overalls, made of 
Blue Denim. Double stitched all 
through; fitted with rule ^nd 
high pockets. Specially f7IZn 
useful for mechanics. Ea, •

». •

We have a quantity of large Eating 
„ Fish, suitable for retailers. Price very 
|: reasonable. This is a splendid chance < 
I • for Shopkeepers to secure supplies at • 
Jj; Two Dollars per qtl. less than usual I 
IEpric^i""" ................................................. ........................................ '

i »ft .i♦ ►M 'H MAKING IT HARDER
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$1.00 MV FOR TRAVELLERS mm: .
4:

8 PARIS, Dec. 27.—Passenger traffic 
between England and France will be 
confined to the Dieppe routé, or by 
way of ports farther west, after De­
cember 25. Only soldiers and bear­
ers of diplomatic passports or special 
permits, which are granted only for 
he most serious reasons will be al- 
owed to travel by way of Calais and 
Boulogne.

X

Men’s Heavy Stripe Flannelette i 
Shirts, with Collar. All

. . Each

?
*ü 75c i In Casks and I. and 

5 gallon Tins.
sizes.... . 4l «

ti 4 * *4

I FISHERMEN’S UNION TRADING CO., LTD. !
l 7 *

*AAAA***X^x.. . . -

=1

Fishermen’s Union Trading Co., j
Business Department.
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