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Eleven of Those Derwned, Are From Bellevill '--Né,il Mncj‘f’

William Smith Sole Survivors of Most Deplorabie ngedy in
Our History--Survivors Arrived in City at Noon Today--Scheoner,

Heavily Laden With Goal, Sprang a Leak in 35 Mile Gale and

Sank at § o’'Clock Yesterday Morning.

DROWNED

John W. Smith, (Captain)
Mrs. John W. Smith ;
Greta Smith (daughter)
Eva Smith, (daughter)
Jack Smith, (son)
Clarence Smith, (son)
Lorraine Smith, (daughter)
George Cousing, (Sailor)
Mrs. Neil MacLellan
Douglas MacLellan (sop)
George Graves, Toronto, (nephew)
Wm. J. Watkins, c*te)
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+'The Place—Lake Ontario, about two miles off Pige#n
Iskand, and nine 'miles from Kingston, Ontario. e

The Boat—The “George A. Marsh,” the property of

Mr. John J. B. Flint andl Capt. Smith.

The Cause—8prang a leak and foundered in a gale

o ik S P & )
(From Thursdays Daily):
One of the most deplorable tragedies in the history of navi-

gation on Lake Ontario occurred about five o’clock yesterday
morning off Pigeon Island, about nine miles fromt Kingston har-.
bor. The coal schooner, “George A, Marsh,” founderéd in a se-
vere gale and ‘of fourteen soiils on board twelve found ~watery
graves. Eleven of those drowned are from the City of Belleville.

The “Geofge A. Marsh,” left Belleville just two weeks ago !
today to secure a cargo of coal at Oswego for the Dowhey Com-
pany of this city. As the cargo was not yet ready the boat was
used in the interval to carry coal to Kingston. A full load of 450;
tons was secured at Sodus, a port near Oswego, a4id was to be
forwarded to Rockwood Asylum for the Soward Company, of
Kingston. ot : { Sy

The schooner was in charge of Captain John Wesley Smith,
South George Street, of thig city, one of the most careful ' and
competent sailors on the Lower Lakes. He was joint owner of
the boat along with Mr. Jno. J. B. Flint, of, this city.

The erew consisted of Wm. J. Watkins, mate, landlord ' of
the Ferry Hotel, and an experienced sailor, and saflors and deck
hands,—George Cousins, Neil MacLellan and William Smith,
thelatter a brother of Capt. Smith.

Accompanying Captain Smith were -his wife and five child-
ren, the eldest Greta, about 12 years of age and“Bva, Jack and
Cldrence 8 years, 6 years, and 4 years respectively, and an’infant‘
daughter, Lorraine, about a year old, Put gk

Mr. MacLeHan was accompanied by his wife -and infant son;
Douglas, and a nephew Master George Graves, the Lfotlr-year-old,
son of Mr. George Graves, 51 Rosevear Ave., Torouito.

The ““George A. Marsh” was a staunch schobner, the best
that runs in local waters. . She was purchased four seasons ago
by Mr. Flint in Chicago and has since'beenin charge of Captain
Smith in the cross-the-lake coal-carrying trade. Before being
put into commission this year she"was ‘thoroughly overhauled,
wags freshly painted, caulked and eqiupped with new sails and
lines. 3 i

Story of One of the Survivors

Neil MacLellan, one of the two survivors of yesterday morn-
ing’s disaster, was seen by The Ontario immediately after . his
arrival in the city at nnon today. He was ooking remarkably
well, notwithstanding hig horrifying experience of the Preceding
36 hours. His great physical strength had stood him in good
stead. ; TR 1

By his side was Capt. Smith’s little black dog, *Réine,” that

bad also beefr through the wreck and had sately made its way to.
shore on the bottom of the up-turned yax - t L i

P

two miles off P

I

|Ca.pt. Smith were enabled

the ill-starred schooner, the “Georke survivors of.the wreck, .

Mr. MacLellan was able to give to our représqntative a very
lucid report of a night of anxiety, ending in tragedy. : )
Shortly after they cleared from Sdus, said Mr. MacLellan,

| on Tuesday, a brisk wind arose from the south and in‘the night

freshened to a gale. ’ ‘ / :
Sprang a Leak !

. ‘ )
About midnight it was discovered that the boat had sprung

I}| 2 serious ledk and was rapidly taking water. The steam pump

and siphons were immediately requisitioned and .all those on
board were aroused and brought out on deck. +~The wind was
blowing from 35 to 40 miles an hour. A rain was beating down
and the night wag intensely dark. They were then not far
from the Main Ducks group of islets and about 25 miles from
Kingston. / e .

Owing to the direction of thie wind the bgat was headed for
Pigeon Island. - The sea caused her to toss about and the strain-
ing to which she. was subjected appeared to inereas: ‘the trouble.

The:watchers spent-neazly five. hours sixlety

R 1 ey e
sligh; she would have made shore as she

V& ©

said Mr. Mac ey

|ing ﬁna;pmgrﬁ before the;wind. It was still ‘raining atthe
| time the boat sank but daylight, was breaking and it was possible

to see about. ‘The boat sank in about 25 feet of water. The'spars
are still vigible. 3 :

~ When the schooner went down Mr. MacLellan dived iii an

endeayor to rescue his wife but she was swept over the side and
disappeared from: view, - ' :
He saw George Cousins and one of the little boys clinging
to the provision-box. He also saw Captain Smith come to the
surface. i : :
The yawl was bdttom side up and floated near. This Mr:
MacLellan, Mr. William Smith and Greta Smith, daughter  of
nabled to grasp. ‘ !
They drifted ahout eight miles before the gale towards Am-
herst Island and were finally rescued by Hugh McCartney and
Benjamin Wemp, two Ambherst Island fisherman who ‘were out’

{pla.clng their nets.:  The rescue took place about 11.30 yesterday

morning. - About an: pour’ earlier Greta Smith succumbed to the
long exposure. Mr. MacLellan said that he did not belibve that -
he and his companiop could have endured the strain more than
ten minutes longer.

The Drowned ‘ |

Captain John. Wesley Smith was ‘49 Yyears of age and has
resided in Belleville all his life. He was twice married:  Hig'
second. wife, who was drowned with him was formierly Miss Ger-|
trude Manning, of Demorestville. Four of the children drown-
ed were thoge of his first' wife. The two eldest children survive, !

i

a son Horace and a daughter, Margaret. They fortunately - re-1.

mained at home but are inconsolable over theloss that has come !
upon them with such stunning force. * |
William J. Watkins, was for the past 17 years the genial'
proprietor and landlord of the Ferry Hotel. Previous to that he'
was a sailor and therefore was in his natural element on this
trip.. He was 66 years of age and was born in Kingston. He was
twice married. His second wife survives, but there are no sur-
viving children, " ' 7 b

George Cousins was a sailor by occupation and was 59 years

of age. He was a native of England but had resided in Belle. | Cant. Smith. He was one of the men-

1 Willlam_Smith, one of the deck-
hand was a\brother of Capt Smith,

'he happened to remark to resident

that We intended- to ship the sheep
to eity by boat which brought the re-
ply, “Nothing could live in. that
gea.” With those few words both un-
consciously Bappéned to look ‘out in
the ‘water and there probably ~two
miles out was the drifting yawl.. It
had ‘tc:)nr specks on it which later
proved to be the two survivors, Mr,
Smith and Mr. MacLellan, the. cap-
tain’s little daughter and a dog.
While- they were watching the dog
dropped: off.

Realizing_the hopelessness of the
sitnation Mr. Wemp ran over a mile

‘|and a half to the shore mnear the

“Brothers” and returned only cfter
he had been the means of sending a

' gasoline hoat to the rescue.

; The. two: men were found clinging
to the keel-piece of the overtwrned
yawl and each had the skin on their

ing of the boat in the waves made
their hold very insecure and to .save
their lives they had withstood the
pain- from their wounds for five
Hours and a half.

Mr. Blakeley, in an interview on
Thursday morning said that he was
completely surprised that the -two
could hang on fo such an insecure

‘| place for such a long ‘timé. Mr. Mac-

Lellan ‘after a t#lk with Mr. Bldke-
ley left for his home at Belleville,

+. .+ Who. the - People Were

The late Capt., W. J. Smith was
torn cn South ‘George Street, Belle-
ville about' forty-two years * ‘ago.
While yet ‘a young Boy ‘the call  of
the laRe came to him and he went on:
the boats plying around Belleville as
a deck hand. For many years -he
safled ‘with his uncle, Capt. Henry
Smith, who is now in port at Craw-
ford's wharf with Yhe steamer City
of Dresden of which We is first mate.
About four or five yedrs ago hetre-

ceived his captain’s papers’ on the!

HmryiSmith‘ determined to make for Pig-

recommendation = of Capt’
Smith and since that titse He sailed
on Lake Erie as master of<a'

steel ' -bodt. 'He later botight the
schooner Dundee - of ﬂeﬂe'dlle,' but
unfortunately that boat was burned
last winter. Last year and this Me
has ‘béen mi of the | ifl-tated

5 i Hoo S e

maﬁ’,“

and_groatly Nesp

.
"

dustrious’. ma¥ and was especfally T

anxious to have!the young children
well educated. - Y
Capt. Smith was married twice. By
his first ‘wife' hé had six children and
by his ldst a ‘little baby girl ag
eighteen ‘month.. The: four® children
of his first wife which were drowned
were Greta, aged. thirteen, John,
aged four, and two other little boys
Harry and Clarence.
1A most remarkable fact ahout the
affair was that the last trip -of the
captain was‘the first that his eldest
son, Horace, aged seventeen years,
had missed this year. He had stayed
behind in Belleville with his sister,
Margaret, aged about’ sixteen to ‘get
a;job.in the will of the Steel Com-

legs badly torn. The constant wash-|

“We ‘passed .Oswego,” he began,
“about oné o'clock in .the morning
and had a ‘straight-run over, for:the
,wind was due mouth, almost directly
behind rus. There was a very heavy
gale blowing but the vessel had wea-
thefed ‘many another-such gale and
we ‘never thought anything about it.
Sometime in the early. morning, how-

that the boat was leaking badly, evi-
dently having strained herself'in the
heavy.sea, and was laboring hard.We
tried tp work ‘the pamps dbut they
could not check the.flow of water,
{and wé soon.realized that unless
isomethh‘xg provi@gli.tial happened the
ivegsel Wwas certainly doomed. Accord-
iingly all of us and our families were
assenibjed om: deck, ready for any

ever, before daybreak, we discovered |,

1o save them from the doom that en-
‘gulfed them. And ‘then you cam im-
‘agine the further hell when for six
long hours we struggled: in the ~wa-
ter, clinging to the overturned yawl
‘boat—for you must remember it was
not till 11.00 o’clock that we were
rescued, while the .vessel had gone
down about five.

“What made the situation worse—
if indeed it could be.worse—was to
see that dear girl, Greta Smith, the
‘eldest daughter ‘of the Captdfn, who
had clung te the boat with~us for
some ‘hours; finally give up the:fight
and with a smile on her face go. down
to-join her parents and her brothers
and sisters at the bottom of the cruel
Také, "When ‘the vessel lurched and
finally took her last plunge;  @reta

;emergency, but hoping always that:
[we would reach shelter or a safe har-
"bor \beﬂ)re the boat went to her fate.
- ; 4

Stth ‘was ‘thrown’into the water a-
longgide of me. When I came arp she
was still near my side and I grabbed

{her and helped her to the yaw] boat,
; The Fatal Plunge ’ Which was floating some distance a- _
““Suddenly, about five o’clock in Wa¥: bottom up. How William Smiih |,
the morning when ‘wé were just oné reached thé yawl boat I do not know,
mile from Pigeon island and in a-)but be was there when we two reach-
bout twenty feet of water a wave od there.This was about 5.0’clock or
much larger than usual caught us; thereabouts. O

the veesel gave a sudden lurch on its)
side and then took & plunge down-
ward, washing’every soul overboard,
lamd sgx}ding uz\ all into ‘the :cruel,
pitiless, hungry water. 4

Young Smith and: I had earlier
made ‘Teady to lgunch the yawl hoat,
and¥in.fact wé were launching it
when the fatal plunge came. ~The
| boat, of ‘course ‘capsized, vbut " “we
managed to cling to it; as did some
of the pthers to the wreekage .here
and there, but in the énd their
stretigth gave out and Shith and I
were” ourselves fast’ giving ‘out when

we were rescued.

Headed for Pigeon Tsland

o L £ gty
"Wh?n it was seen. that the vessel’
could not weather the. gale Captain

eon igland and beach ‘the’Vessel. The
water’ had méqhvhue"lfpaeked the

forecastle. . floor, .'anw»'upldb'if ¥ Were Finally Rescued. -

we_ di

the yawl as the boat went.over and a
tew ‘méments Tater 1 grabbed it and
clung“tg it.  This was gbout  five-
thirty o'clock. i . 5T
Victimis Were Near Shore

“Mate William Smit) seized it t00,
and it was then T caught Greta
boat.

C\,,:g 3,
(e Y 5
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fl tell ;you it seented good to'us'to.

.~ . Terrific Struggle for Lif

_ “IWne, ‘then, our struggle for
life to cling to this boat.in & driving,
terrible #ea, with the wind rising *
highér and higher and dashing us
about datmost ‘as corks. ' And,* fm-:, -
agine, then the awful pathos and ter-
ribieness ‘of it 'to see’the» strength
slipping away from- plucky, dear :
little reta~—the sti:engtlg ebbing and
eb %ﬁnd we trying to cheer her

ub, While, God' Knows, we knew mot .
the minute we’would’drop' off our- .- -

gelyes., JFinally, the end.came. As
near’ as I can judge it was about .10
o'clock, after having clung to the
boat. for nearly five hours, that she

-gmiled’ her last good-bye at us and

without an outery or'a 'wofd. of chm-
pibint she. relinquished Hér-#6ld up-.
on thg boat, and:sank: never to. avo-
pear §gain to our eyes. Oh the trag-
edy gf'it, the tragedy of it!

4 abdut’ an hour or so ldter
416 to ‘us” trom ‘the* two

e u“‘” ‘ e

. *‘rj e er:: <
Feach lamd again and touch old Moth-
9?:_8‘1}" once more.'” ' LY

“It 'is a terrible, terrible ‘tragedy
and it 'seems more like a nightmafe
to''me—-a ‘bad dream-—than a reality.
I ‘éanngt’ realize’ it now, ang I sup-
pose T will:not'till I go to my empty

Smith and threw her across the boat,{20Me nd- find the dear omes there

We alsq.clung’to the deg. - 1'did ‘not
see either:my wife, Captain Smith, or
his wife or the children them, but

nephew George,

George Cousins floating on some ' of !
the wreckage. They were . nearer
shore than we were, and I. watcheg,

shortly afterwards I saw my little| : : !
4 3 ; 1 in their ’ :
“Buster,”” clingi i ‘battle ‘with the weaves

to a plank. Sometime later I’ saw [their Htmbs being badly bruised sud -

1o longer."
Suryivors Hedly-Used Up
‘Both the'suryivors were bad(y nged

keraped: by striking the yawl boat.
Both Were lame and stiff this morn-"
ing after their trying experiénces.
- Théy, paid’ a ‘'warm' tribute to the

pany of Canada. If he had gone qulytem i:ggiw g;i; gog’h;e‘ﬁ;::t,:::i‘m‘m‘“ ‘given them by “the tesi-
the trip it is altogether likely that “°°° Which see : AME  gents. of Amherst Island and-io the

like the rest he would have drowned |
These two children are now in day ad"'_; od, ¢ £ I .
Cousins. Clung on Till Nearly ,qugp.’Tyoir: strength was about gone when''

Belleville, heart-broken at the sad
news that their ‘father and mother
and their five brothers and sisters
had perished in.the storm.

| ‘Willlam Watkins who was mate of
the vesdel was & well kiown mariner
of Belleville. He was ‘about | sixty-

in violénce ‘every moment ‘as’ ' the,

& i

" Couslins ‘managed-to 'cling to the!
wreckage ungil he reached about a!
mile from shore when I missed him
and I knéw that he had gome under.,

“Bustér” wag' nearer in shere, a-|

‘

five years of age and was. proprietor
of the Ferry House, a hotel, in Belle-
ville. |

tiVe of the dead captain and  ‘the
owner of a schooner i Belleville: In-
stedd ‘of sailing ‘his own boat, how-
ever; he sailed " with ‘Capt. W. 'J.
Smiith ‘this year ‘fore the mast. ‘He
was about 59 years of age.

and’was about 50 years of age: He

‘ Capt. George Cousins was a rela-
{He already kneiw that there was no

bout a-half tile out it seemed to me, |
‘and 1 was-hoping he would be able to
‘hang-op; but enother huge sea struck.
him. and. he disappeared. And here
the disconsolate survivor broke down

Y

Hope for either his wife or his Sev-

reporter could’ understand: his agony

|3t thus attempting to describe the|

death of his nephew.

W< Smith ';s'SGwy. .

lived ‘with 'the captain and . for a
great many years  had sajled with

ville since his 16th year. . survived by His wife, whp 1§ al- **7°d from drownimg. . . .

‘ragic separation, and he ig also "sur-
(daughters, Arthur George of Sarnia,

the reseue of the two s
. Blakeley' was on the island to

Mr. MacLellan also saved, was

about forty-two - years of age and 9e8s das e T cwout HRe CR
.| went before the ‘mast. He . came ﬁ’%ﬁﬁw{ do to'hold

m Toronto, His wife and twe

s T

yer, of this! Captas

seas dashed us: about like cnwgdg:d

. 4 2 HE

en-monthssold soun, Douglas, and’the|.

splendid rescue effected by Hugh Me-
Caugherty and Benjamin Wemp..

the rescuers reached them and they
could not have held on much lor.ger.
Only Trip the ‘Wives Pook This Year
Pethaps the' most:distressing fen-
tare of the. whole terrible atfair is
that this was s8pposed to be a pleas-
ure trip for gil on board; for it was
the. first time {his year that the Cap-
4n's wifé and ‘family or Mr. McLel-
ai’s wife ang family ha with

| 'Wm. Smith, Brother of ‘the ‘dead
-eaptain; referred but

=




