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The Recall in Seattle

By BURTON J. HENDRICK

NOTE.—This article from McClure’s magazine tells how the people of -Seattle dislodged a Mayor under whose administration
the “Vice-Syndicate”—Gamblers, Saloon-keepers, and exploiters of women—ruled the city. Although many United States
cities give the power of recall to their people, it has seldom been necessary to use this power. Public servants who are
liable to the recall usually render good service to the people, but the Mayor of Seattle was a notable exce ption to this rule.

The citizens of Secattle have recently
dismissed from office an unfaithful public
their Mayor. They have turned
the Honorable  Hiram Gill out of the
City Hall as unceremoniously  as  the
average business man discharges a delin-
quent office-boy. The government ageney
that has made ;mw“uh' this "\[N‘i“'il'llh
action 1s technically known as the * Re-
call.” It is one of those newfangled
devices which, in the opinion of many
serious [n-n|||l'. ar u\t‘!'lllluill;: our most
sacred institutions and substituting an
archy for the orderly social and political
system that now exists.  Other essential
features of the approaching revolution
the Initiative, the  Referendum, the
Direct Primary, and the popular election
of United States senators— Oregon and
other have extensively  experi-
mented with Los Angeles and Seattle,
however, are the only plices that have
thoroughly tested the Recall To what
extent, therefore, have these 1'Illl‘r|ll'i\illj.{
cities suffered from the new expedient?

Theexperience of both Los Angeles
and Scattle is especially valuable bhecause
the conditions that existed there are
typical of most American cities. — Arthur
. Harper and Hiram Gill, the repodiated
miayors, IIZI\I‘ ll;lt‘ many l)l'i'(ll'l'l'\\“l'\ in
New York, Chicago, San Francisco, and
other large American communities.  The
partic ular issues that led up to the Recall
also, unfortunately,
uvlnmun]»l.u'l'\ in llllllbi"ip:ll administra
tion.  Perhaps there is no feature of
American  civilization quite so amazing
as the question upon which our eity
clections  so  frequently  turn. In the
different  times, New
Chicago, San Franecisco, Seattle,
Los  Angeles,  Pittsburgh, and  Phila
delphia—to  name only a few—have
found themselves engaged in the fiercest
contests with the organized outlaws and
outeasts of human society,  Theie history
represents harassing attempt to keep
the social sediment at the bottom—to
prevent it from rising to the top and
submerging the machinery of government
people whose natural
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states

in both cases are

lust ten years, at

\ul'k.

In these eities the

habitation is the penitentiacy or the work

been found in
orgamization
existed,

house have “',Pl';l'l‘l“}
control of the municipal
Political p:lrli4~, so called, have
not for the purpose of maintaining certain
civie ideals, but merely as elearing-houses
vices that, to
inherently

for commercializing the
some  degree  at least,
a part of city life

These were the elements that  were
largely influential in making Hiram (
Gill the Mayor of Seattle.  They certainly
chose unerringly when they selected Gill
as their representative For many years
“Hi” Gill had been one of the familiar
and picturesque characters of the town
As a local politician and as president of
the Scattle council, he had long had a
claim upon the interest, if not the affectiop
Seattle. Gill way/ a
along

seem

and  respect, of
lawyver of undoubted
certain lines,  Coming as a )
to Seattle it its early days, he had many
of the ]N'l\ul.’-ll 1|‘u|w11'« a freeddm - of
~[»'~'||, a talent for v’nlh-',
torv-telling, a fondndss for
: for poker-that

frontier

cleverness
VOoung/man

exXpressive
A raciness in
conviviality, and a love
frequently pell
community Personally, Gill is not\ an
impressive figure He is small and slender,
with a pinched, triangnlar face, a nervous,
mouth, and keen but shifting
Gill's Insignia

m 1
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twitching

blue eyes particular

the things in which he takes a special
pride and with which Seattle always
identifies  him-—are a  broad .nnmn."l!
Stetson hat and a corn-cob pipe ‘'
be Just the same as now if I'm elected

campalgn speel h

Mavor,” he said in a
] to Seattle

i 1910 “If Bill Taft comes
I'll wash my face and put on a dress sumit
But I'll smoke a cob pipe, if 1 want te
else the habnt

perhaps, that a
informality should
clients Trom the

I
as long as | teach no one
It was
lawyer of this easy
attracted many

quite natur o

have

disjecta membra of society. “Hi" Gill
has made no secret of the fact that his
clientele included a fair proportion - of
gamblers,  prostitutes, and  praofessional
exploiters  of  vice.  According to  the
numerons ancedotes told in Seattle con-
cerning  him, he has always shown a
pacticular-solicitude for gamblers.  Once,
when presiding over the City Council,
he created a scandal by dropping his
gavel, leaving the chamber, and hunting
up bail for gamblers who had fallen into
the hands of the police

Gill Advocates a ** Restricted Districet”

When Hiram Gill announced his candi-
dacy for Mayor in 1910, these vicious
clements  unanimously  rushed  to his
support.  Whatever personal failings Gill
may have had, he was at least outspoken
and direct.  His political platform frankly
advocuted  a policy  which  amounted
virtually to the official licensing of vice
Among Seattle characters, the man whom
Gill admired above all others was Tom
Humes, who had been Mayor from 1595
to 1904, It was “Humes who, for the
first time, showed the Pacifle Northwest,
fiot inexpericnced in matters of this- -
precisely what an open town was

vated viee intensively and organized it
in the way to wring from it the largest
profits.  The Federal Tmmigration Com
mission, in its recent report, said  that
Scattle was one of the headquarters of
the white slave trade.

The voters had periodically  protested
against  this “restricted  disteret ™ idea
they elected Richard A Ballinger, ex
Secretary  of the Interior in President
Taft's Cabinet, as a reform Mayor in
1904, and Me. Ballinger materially im
proved conditions.  But under Ballinger's
suceessor, Willinm Hickman Moore, things
“opened up” oonce more, only to close
wpain under John F. Miller, who was
Mayor from 1908 to 1910 Gill now came
forwurd, ~more boldly than any of his
predecessors, as an advoceate of segrega-
tion He repeatedly  declared  that, if
cleeted Mayor, he would at once establish
market-place  of  prostitution
“Somewhere in this  eity,”  he  said,
“oceupying about a hundredth of one
per cent, of its area, these unfortunates,
whose lives are gone, most of them beyond
recall, will go.  They will go out of the
resident  districts  and  the  apartment-
tionses and-hotely-of this-eity,  They will
stay out.” His arguments had a certain
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Huy Fork at work on the farm of W. Arthur, Dominlon City, Man.

In all large cities tht most vexatious
problem is the handling of prostitution
and its attendant evils: but in Seattle
this problem is especially difficalt. The
brand-new; its  population has
vears, from fifty thousand
thousand In

stumps of

city is
grown, in fifteen
to two hundred andfifty
many vacant lots the burnt
the original forest  are still  standing;
people, within the last five years, hiave
trout in the brooks that flowed
restdential strect In other
fact that Seattl
with spacious

caught
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words, in spite of the
is a-great modern metropolis
;mvl s, splendid officd builldings and hotels,
and beauntifwl residential areas, it is still
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attaacts a wild and und
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of  dissipation Fhe  Hume adming

tration agcepted this situation as a fact
and set aside a particular part of the ot
15 a Urestricted district One of the
timulate - the
U nder
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plausibility,  They were the old fumiliar
ones.  Unless there was a restricted aren
wnid Gill, all parts of the ity would swarm
with Would it not be
wiser to them, hke an in
fections might
comtuminate only the people who volun
tarily put themselves in the way of danger?
The protection of the home, of young
boyvs and girls  this was the real object
This theory, which has

VICIoUs wormen
quarantine
disense, wo that they

of segregation
been expermented with many
of course, utterly fallacious ~as fallucions
ns Lecky's fumous picture of the courteznn
as the beneficent “guardinn of virtue, ™
But the forces banek of Hivam Gill did not
approach the problem from the standpoint
of social philosaphers The mont
interested in his election wers
politicians and professional exploiters of
Vice A\ distriet enormously
simplifies  the operation of both  these
clusses It makes it far cusier for the
|nrnf1--vun,|| [u»|1|u|.|u to levy bluckmail;
it s obviously casier to shear o flock . of
than when they are
open  hillsides. It
of the professional

Limes, s,

preopl
prafting

cpregated

sheep corral
seattered on the
implifies the routing
dealer because 1t makes him the
sionnire  of  viee ~gives him  almost o
legal standing and protects him against
the continual harassment of the police

Public-Utility
for Gill

Other influences also supported Gill Ta

noa

coned

Banks and Corporntions

every  preat mumrlpul contest  almont
identically  the ame  clements can be
found fighting for and against civie arder

ranged
upon one side the panders, the gamblers,
the ruce-track touts, and the other pro

s deceney There are usually

?

fessionally  vicious classes; and, in their
company, the bankers, the large business
interests, the public-utility corporations,
und frequently individuals of wealth and
fushion. - Against them usually stand the
bourgeoisie ~the prosperons middle-cluss
business man, the mechanie, the bhook-
keeper, and the clerk; the churches, the
men's clubs, and certuin civie organiza-
tions.  Those who have a direet pecuninry
interest in the result, that is, are usually
arrayed against those whose only interest
arises from a natueal inclination toward
respectability.  Fortunately, the second
class outnumbers the first, and, whenever
thoroughly aroused, usually comes out
victorious,  In the case of “HL" Gill,
however, the people were not aroused
Seattle had just passed through an ex-
hausting Exposition, and her civie spirit
had evidently reached a condition where
it needed  a rest. Moral  conditions
under the Millar administration, in which
the segregated distriet had been nominally
closed, were far form satisfuctory, and
there was a general disposition to let * Hi*
Gill tey out his ideas.  Evon one of the
best-known clergymen in Seattle, in a
Sunday sermon, preached in favor of
restriction,  The breeziness of Gill's eam-
paign also attracted many light-hearted
voters, "I want the bands to play in
Seattle,” suid Gill on the stump. 1
want them to play on Sunday. wint
the people to sit on the grass in the parks
and eat G0 “What  Seattle needs,”
he suid on another oceasion, “is 0 Mayor
who will get w Chief of Police to handle
the restricted distriet, who will back the
Chief up when the delegations of citizens
call and protest- one who will stand by
the Chief of Police; and 'm the bird, "
The people of Seattle evidently decided
that he was. By a small majority, on
Murch 7, 1910, they voted for eakes and
illl‘

The Great Migration to Seattle

And they certainly got them. Gill
puve the only additional assurnnce needed
when he selected Charles W, Wappenstein
ay his Chief of Police.  His appointment
was the signal for w sinister migration
of undesirables from all over the country,
Fach arriving train brought its quota
of gamblers from El Paso and Kansas
City, prostitutes cume from New Orlenns
and  Chicago, pink-cufled  procurers, or
“magues,” crap shooters, hand-hook men,
rnce-truck followers there was o large
immigration of the whole miscellancous
wssortment of men and women who make
their living by commercinlizing the lowest
instinets of homan nature,  The limits
of the district, under  the
Wappenstein regime, were the limits of
seattle itself

In twenty four hours the city seemed
to huve been teunsformed almost magically
into  one  great  gambling  hell, The
Northern Club, Seattle's great gambling
cmporinm, ran for fifty-four days, and
the enrmings are estimated at $200,000
The Midway, one of the largest bhrothels
in the restricted district, netted its pro
prictors from #10,000 to $12,000 o month

A Seattle jury hus just branded Wappen-
stein un oa grafter and a blackmailer
It was Williwm J. Burns who secured the
confessions from Gernld and Tupper that
led to Wappenstein's convietion Part
of the evidence collected by Detective
Burns  was presented  in the
proceedings  agninst  Wappen-
stein.  Both Tupper and Gerald partners)
testificd  that they had paid Wappen-
stein ten dollars a month for every prosti-
tute in their employ An they had nearly
a hundred, this meant a monthly tribute
of u thousand dollurs

A New Form of Municipal Franchise

Naturally, these conditions aroused
the anger of Seattle agninst Gill,  But
the Mayor seemed entirely prool against
public sentiment.  He treated with the
seantest courtesy delegations of protesting

Continued on Page 19
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