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nt the week, and of course he had not
many sympathizers. I remember the
rest of us had no particular feeling
against the bells. But now that I am
grown up and live in town and have
drifted on the tide of circumstance to
dwell in the shadow of an austere, old
Episcopalian house of wcrship with a
clock, bell and services three or four
times every day in the year, I, too,
devoutly wish that the bells were
abolisbed. In the Catholic countries
ot Spapish America, there is a terrible
amount of religious noise. In the first
place, there are a great many churches.
Then every church has several bells 8f
various sizes and pitches—not chimes,
either. The bells are not rung, but
"are beaten upon, and give out the
sound that one used to hear fo an
alarm ot fire in- one’s childhosd days
in country town or village. Bang-bang-
bang-bang-bang-bang-bing, etc. They

' are rung—or beaten—every day in the

year at six, eight, ten in the morning,
at noon,j at twn, at three, at six and
- eight of the afternoon and evening.
Fortunately, the tropical towns are
otherwise very quiet, having smosth
pavements and nothing much in the
svay of vehicles, - It there were other
nois? to speak of, the people would all
go crazy, Foreigners wh> go down to
these countries raise a terrific complaint
,about the bells, but they nevzr seem to
suffer at home from similar afflictions;
probably because there is so much
miscellaneous racket that their atten-
tion ts,dwerted. Ot what use are the
church bells in a town of torturing
noises ? When the world is resting on
the Sabbath, they are in p'ace perhaps,
even if they mezrely serve to cali up
memories of the p'easant days of child-
hood and fis:ers a sort of vigu: regret
and bitterness at growing old. Buton
week days? I woader if they don’t
add their feather weight to the nerve
torturing, brain destroying circumstan-
ces that induce the commission of
crime? Listen to the bell of
Church every Sunday morning. It has
a whining, pstulaat, peevish, diabolical
sound ; it makes you think of a shrew
belaboring her husband, of a cross
infant af 2 a. m. with extra good lungs,
even of a tremendous tomcat molesting
a moonlit midnight and challenging
"you to throw brickbats and old shoes.
Oae can't throw things at the bell one
canoaly,shnt all the windows a
one’s ears and pray fervently t

time in the future orthodox church
accoutrements may be adapted with a
view to the preservation instead of the
destroyal of the nervous system of pcor
sinners in the immediate neighbor-
hood.”

The book agent is a nuch-abused
man, and possibly he deserves a good
deal of the abuse which he receives for
his Sersistency and his unwelcome im-
portunities, but if comparisons can be
made, he is not in it with the typewr.ter
agent. This paragraph is being written

on a machine, and if the writer had :

ever known what the possession of a
machine meant, he would have pre-
ferred to write forever with a stick of
charcoal on a shing'e, i:s'ead ot plac-
ing himself in a position where he was
regarded as the natural prey of the
rival manufacturers. Why, a life in-
surance agent is the paragon of patience
and m desty compared to the indi-
vidual spoken of. _If one owns a
machine, every agent in town thinks
that the unfortunate possessor wants
another or else wants to make a
change. He is generally » suave and
pleasant-mannered fellow, with an ab-
normal development of cheek and a
protruding desire to visit with you when
you want to work, and +mike himself
agrzeable. Time secms to be of no
object to him, and if he spends an en.
tire morning conversing and lauding
the merits of his particular invention,
he thinks that the time has been well
spent. He is, of course, doing his
business in his way, but the way is not
always pleasant for the victim.
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