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Pu{pu&t‘.
il this ey e1ing 3 I knew you would

ol am prejred to execute Heaven's
lellﬂ“d

Jmagine 1 horror! If 1T could have
uld have experienced relief

fusted 1 8o

o would have been executed without
ucousness. But my  nerves  had
qwn strond during the last moments ;
[d perfect © mtrol over my faculties
od fechngs and thought of means to
acape Ml un'mwl)' death,

lovoluntarily 1 looked st the bell-cord
ige, which, unfortunately for me, was on

:b‘,‘.ﬂl.-r side of the cumpll‘tmt.

Madien wre (?llll"iﬂ‘; he ““‘h' my
ok and aand

It uselons to look for that rope there ;
o tran does not stop st any of the way
wions, nor would heaven permit this
wk w be interrupted, and when we
mech the City of Mexieo 1 shall be
fnous and you in hoaven !"

Fora moment | thougt of jumpling at
b door, opening it and saving myself,
bt the 1don was not feasible, because, at
the rate the train was moving, | would
Lo death, were | lucky ennugh

the  wrnap of the powerful

be danl
(4] |'H

(PN
| “ L.,
LY

the o

said he, diawing his
veeution must be eumpleted
vl 1t s now Lwonty minutes

lante,
el

te hive

fhin intelligence caused me a thrill
[0y . since force would Oﬂ" hasten my
wlilend | must seek to gain time. The
mnww duein the ecity of Mexico at
mevclock s if 1 could divert him for
Wt length of time | was saved,

:\\Iy dear wir," naid I, **I am quite
g that you should try your in-
tion on- me, but before 1 die I ask
i to grant me o favor "

‘What is it ? speak ; it is granted.”

“Lwish to write my will and » letter
LY lm]y to whom 1| am mt“' .Dd
“uld sk you to mail the letters in-the
I':\""‘f Mexico, Will you do that 1"

ertain) i H

uick :ﬂ»vlltyl.l_'.'"h plouun. ‘m" "

“I' thank you very much. Ah, how
f{'l“l‘"klllu. ~said |, searchiug my pockets.
"‘;';H' "o psper to write the letters,
“';:I'r/‘:\‘nll ulbll“(’ me with a sheet of
mtl:;rmml Y, ui.r i | have plenty of that,”
" ( extracting from his breast podket

\\‘h:l of paper and two envelopes.

" ¢ he wag faking the paper from

pocket | managed to break the point

0 Uly Peueil,
“J
inmllu; 5 haw troublesoma I am, The
"'y pencil has broken off and I

hnr':’;w kufe to sharpen it,”

" wl.lnu trouble at all,” he replied.
n 4 wo the peneil and T will
Pen jt for you,” With this he took

by lleaven bade me waitlh

was full, and 4
ocutioner asked me If T were ready, |

“Well, write q.“"'n said he, sod his
look was threatening. :

I should like to describe to ’
wonderful invention, Oan you ::,’::
how it works so that I may write intelli-
gently on the subject.” f ;

*Decidedly, I will ; you are a good fel-
low, eutirely unlike those cowards from
Montreal.” ;

“Ab, but where will you fasten it 1" 1
ssked,

*Nothing easier ; I slip the end through
that lemp bracket in the ceiling, just the
place for it.” :

Bo said and so done ; but while he was
thus occupled I cast & glance at the win-
dow and my heart gave a leap, for 1 saw
the first houses of the great Mexican city.
To gain a little more time was all that I
needed, but my life depended on my
doing s,

“Behold how it is done,” said he, hold-
ing the cord in one hand.

“Ah, but you would have to engage a
living exesutioner to alip the nvose over
the criminal's head,” 1 argued.

He became frightfully excited, and in
his rage did not hear the whistle of the
locomotive.

“This is the greatest invention of the
age,” said I,  ““Can you draw 1"

*No,” he repled. “Why?"

“Because 1 should like to send my af-
fianced a sketeh of this wonderful execu-
tioner. _But as you cannot draw, and as
I, who am o first-class sketcher, could not
possibly make a eketch after my death,
and she will be sorry, because she edits a
newspaper.”

“A newspaper did you say 1" he eried,
his eyes flashing wildly. *They refused
to mention my invention in the papers in
Montreal, the curs.” '

“My afianced would be only too happy
to do it, it you would consent to throw
the noose over your head so that I ocould
sketch you."

““This is & capital ides,” said he, *‘and
if you are quick about it I'll do it."

“1 will be quick,” I oried. ‘‘Get
m’. "

I had hardly finished when he slipped
the cord over his head, but quicker than

him i he knew my travel panion,
“hbldnuil-’hn' , .ol':ohd at
me in amazement ; he had seen no one
leave the compartment, except myself—
in the peculisr manner described, He
said that T had been the sole ocoupant of
that compartment from Queretaro, and,
turning to the crowd, seid in Spanish
“The Amerioan is orasy,” which caused
the crowd to disperse panio stricken,
Beeing that I could get no satisfactory
explaoation from the conductor, I took
my overcost and bought a ticket for Ori.
saba, At the station there, I was met by
Jackson, who received me very cordially
and informed me that Feldon had been
tound. [ had experienced some shocks
in the last few hours, aud this news hardly
surprised we. 86ill I asked: * Where
was he found 1"’

“In Jalapa,” was Jackson's reply.

** When waas that 1"’ I queried.

*¢ Last night,” said Jackson,

“What bas he got to say!” ssid I
sternly.

“To say!” oried Jnckson, *‘the poor
fellow has nothing to say ; he is as crasy
as & loon ; I pity him. - It took six men
to manage him last night.”

We had just arrived at the quartz mills,
and Jackson conducted me to the room
where Feldon was strapped to an iron
bedstead. a raving mauiac.  As I lovked
into his face I nearly fell, the shock was
so tromendous. Great God ! it was my
travelling. companion of the night
before !"

When I told Jackson the cause of my
agitation he was perplesed. “The auto-
matio executioner is the very thing he
raved about. We found him half dead
with » riata around his neck. This is
very strange " said Jackson.

My story met with many inoredulous
smilos in San Francisco, My dear wife
alone believes it, and shudders when 1
relate it to others. To me it remains &
paychologioal myoterz'. )

Lawson & Bennett, brewers, Victoria,
have dissolved, John Lawson retiving,

H. 8. Fairall, brewery, Viotoria West, -
has sold out to Gi Varrelman and Steve

()'Brien,
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