
March 6th. MM C'A NADTAN CHURCHMAN".
(171101 •* I |»roAoh«xl in St. Luke'*, our parikl 

church, m tin- afUtruoon to n immorou* nongroKatitm 
oO. Ac- So nr«> the table* tunuxl that I have now, 
luorc invitation»» to iirtwli in chnrcht-* than I can 
ucci'i't of \ ol iv , I». 7ilo.

Tin* last entry m Mr. Wi-*|«-y* .InurnaU in on Sun 
(|ay (K't . '24 th. 17'Mi, ami rmiH tlm* •• I <<x plaim»l to a 
oaroeroii* couKrvRation at Kpilaltkt-ld * church. ‘ The 
Whole Armour of <»<xl. "St. I'aul'*, Shadawell, wan 
«till more crowded in the afternoon, while I enforced 
that important truth, * One tiling in needful.

M Loots.
Voue Ion fall*, ieh In, I hv |,

ilofrs ottù (Qnrrtrs.
Km, Would you kindly give me, through your Note». 

*n«i Querie* column, the name* of the Archbuhop'* 
awwewwr». in the Hmhopof Lincoln* trial and. if |*»*wihle 
the date of their <x)n*eeration

N I (
.ta» ftmliop of lyoiuiou. Right lion Rev. Kr«leru l> 

Temple, con 1MM5. Itiahop of Hereford, Right Rev. 
Janie* Allay , con |h<Vh llidiop of It»*-heater, Right 
Rev. Anthony Wilaon Thorold , con. 1*77 Riahop of 
Oxford, Right Re\. Wm. Stubbe, con. lany Riahop of 
Kaliahurv. Right Rev Jotin Wordaworth con. l*H.ri 
Vicar-tieiieral. Sir .1 I’arker Dean. (J.C.

Km. Will you kindly tell me if the «cale of fix-* for 
baptiHina, marriage* ivul funeral*, a* recommended m 
Niagara Synod »m»iiw* time ago. waa ever authorized

2. Ik» the law* a Inch g iverii Huglmh Itectoriea obtain 
in Canada

3. Have warden* any right to allow interment* without
oonaent of rector, of unhaptiaed dmaenter* in conwrateil 
church ground'* ('.

,{n« — 1. In 1HHU, [the Hym*l of Niagara adopted the 
following rewilntion : *• That the Lord Hmhop he requented 
to api*nnt a aiaa ial committee to examine the table of 
fee* preacnlied in the I*ioce*e of Toronto, aiul report on 
their adaptation to the requirement* of this Dmcew.” 
Journal, p. tV No further action, however, wa* taken.

2 The Cnmuitan her tone* are governed by our *ynode 
under the Church Tcmporalitte* Act

H. Thev have not.

Sunbnn Srbool lesson.
4th Sunday in Lent. March 8th, 1891

" NI XV IUMITTIH AND “ IHtt'H MISKRKATVR. ’

Meaning of these words. Suite Dimittis, “ Now 
Thou art letting depart,” Pen* misereatur, “ May 
Clod be merciful.”

1. The Story or Symkon (S. Luke ii. 25-85.
On February 2nd the Church observes the Fes

tival of the Purification of 8. Mary, the Virgin. 
At the same time as her Purification took place, 
according to the .Jewish Law, Jesus was presented 
in the Temple. [Festival also called “ The Pre
sentation of Christ in the Temple. See Exod. 
xiii, 2.] Symeon a good man, Ac. (S. Luke ii. 
25.) He expected to find the “ Consolation of 
Israel ” in the Temple. (Mal. iii. 1.) The Holy 
(Ihost led him into the Temple at this moment. 
Symeon took Jesus up in his arms and blessed 
(lod, saying. “Ixjrd, now lettest, Ac.” He was an 
old man, and just wanted to lie sure that “ the 
good nows ” had come. He wanted to be at peace. 
And it was jieace that he thanked God for.
II. The “ Nvnc DlMlTTlS," OR SONU OK SYMEON

1. v. 1. -• I if (hi rt in iieuce.” “ Depart. “die." 
He was a "just ” and “ devout ” man. His end 
must bè “peace"’ (Ps. xxxvii. 87.) Special 
privilege granted him of seeing Jesus before he 
should die. (S. Luke ii. 26, 29.) Having lived 
a good life he could “depart in peace." • “ Keep 
innocency, and take heed unto the thing that is 
right, for that shall bring more peace at the last.”

"1 can do nothing of myself, but." (Phil.
iv. 13.)

2. The rennun of this pence: the knowledge of God's 
wlvotioii. (S. Liike ii. 80, 81.) See what Isaiah 
calls the Saviour. (Isa. ix. 6.) When Christ came 
there was peace in all the world—no wars.

This salvation had been spoken of before. (Acts 
iii. 22-24.) Men and women were looking for it. 
God had prepared His salvation (S. Luke ii. 81) 
from the beginning ; before the foundation of the 
world. Noah’s ark was 120 years preparing. God 
meanwhile waited for men to repent. (1 S. Pet. 
iii. 20.) All through the history of man was He

pnqmring I is salvahon. \\ hen He expelled man
“P, Ur*p- <G,-n. III. 15); when He called 
Abraham from Ins home ; when He gave Moses 
the law, when lie sent Ruth to glean in the field*
° Uoa/' ,Vl'• 'lI"i rif>w, •• m the fulness of time,’’
A,’;, I Gal. IV. 1.1 See Heb. i. 1, 2.

i bis salvation not for the Jews alone. iS. Luke 
ii. -12. i I he light has shined on us, so we too may 
sing this hymn, and we do sing it at evensong, 
after second Lesson. Night is coming on, but we 
do not fear. G’s. xxvii. 1.) Night a picture of 
death, hut ( hristians should not fear death. 
Christ has died.

HI I hi “ Dnix Miskhkatvr.” (Ps. lxvii.)
Instead of the Song of Symeon we sometimes 

use this ( anticle. It is a song calling on the na
tions to bless God.

jfaimlg îUaùhtg.
Quinquagestma Sunday

THU 1UIKVT ANIi THK THORN*.

There was another hit of ground besides the 
stony piece we thought about last Sunday, which 
was quite a different sort. This was some ground 
that would have been quite rich and good enough 
for the w heat to grow upon if it had not been for 
one thing.

What was that ? Why something else was grow
ing upon that ground too—growing upon it, and 
getting all the goodness out of it, so that there was 
very little left for the wheat.

That was some thorns. Great prickly brambles 
that did not let it have a chance of growing pro
perly, They got in the way and choked it, and 
Kept the rain and the sun from it. You may have 
seen something like that in your little garden. One 
year you sowed Virginian stock so thickly that 
your few nice delicate lobelias didn’t do well at 
all. Just because the coarser plant kept the ten
der one from growing properly.

What is that like ? Why, it’s exactly what hap
pens over and over again in people’s hettrts. Many 
a person's heart is so very full of worldly things, 
that there is literally no room for God’s Word to 
strike root and grow.

Here is a shopkeeper who keeps his shutters up 
on Sunday (of course), and doesn’t let a single 
customer in. But there’s one thing he forgets. 
That is to shut the business out of his heart. It is 
there all the time, and though he doesn’t actually 
make calculations on paper about his gains, yet he 
does in his head. And so, when he goes to church, 
the word he hears can't take root and grow.

- Why not ? Because there positively isn't room 
for it inside that busy, occupied mind.
1 He would like to join in the prayers, but some
how he can’t. The reason is that the Tory words 
of the prayers are pushed on one side before he has 
got hold of their meaning. To make a little more 
money, to get rich, that is what, in various forms, 
runs through his mind. Is it wrong to make 
money ? No, it is right to earn a living,but getting 
rich is another thing. I don’t think earning a living 
often fills up the heart too much. But getting rich 
does ; and the worst of it is, people often believe, too, 
that if only they are rich they are sure to be happy. 
Vet what can really be a greater mistake?'

Many find out at last that the Word which has 
l,een thrust cut by the deceitful riches would have 
made them ten times, nay, a thousand times hap
pier than they are.

But you say, “ The love of getting nch doesn t 
fill mg heart now." No, that sort of temptation 
generally comes later in life. It has been said that 
•• saving is a young man’s virtue and an old man’s 
vice." Saving seldom gets much hold of a young 
heart. Spending is more often the bent, not
saving. - .

But for all that, when you are young something
else may choke the Word. Not cares, but pleasures.

You may well know what they are. Every-* 
body likes pleasure. But there are bad pleasures 
and good. And do you know what bad pleasures 
do? Why, they choke the Word just as effectually 
as a faggot of thorns would choke a young green 
plant if you laid them on the top of it. , -

Gambling is one of these bad pleasures. It takes

tremendous hold of even boys’ minds sometimes ; 
it is very exciting, and seems such a nice easy way 
of getting money.

But it is wrong, because it is taking your neigh- 
liour’s money without giving him anything in re
turn A great writer, Mr. Charles Kingsley, who 
had boys of his own, laid this down strongly in one 
of his letters.

People will tell you there is “ no harm ” in play
ing a game of cards for money. Now do remember 
it is a most dangerous thing, even to do it once. 
For once leads on to twice, and nobody stops at 
twice ; they go on and on, and the pleasure grows 
keener each time. But for all that, it’s a mean, 
selfish, bad pleasure, and will do you nothing but 
harm. For what is mean and selfish must crush 
what is good and noble. Both can’t grow in one 
heart, any more than the wheat and thorns can 
grow on one bit of ground.

There are pleasures too which are right and 
good, and which you may enjoy with quite a clear 
conscience.

And yet just a word of warning. Good, right 
pleasures may choke the Word, and quite spoil its 
growth. Here is an example.

A holiday is a capital thing for everybody, and 
especially the “ bodies ’’ who work hard. You are 
delighted when the bank holiday or any other 
holiday comes. But you musn’t let even a well- 
earned holiday be master. Don’t let it get entire 
possession of you. Don’t let it push good resolves 
right out of your heart.

We will say that you have made up your mind 
to be very kind and tender to your mother, who is 
not very strong—not half as strong as you, who 
are full of life and vigour and health. It is some
times hard to be quite gentle and loving enough, 
but it has been easier ever since you happened to 
read this text in the Bible, “ We then that are 
strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, 
and not to please ourselves.”

That text seemed just meant for you, and you 
are trying in good earnest to carry it out in daily 
life.

All goes on beautifully until there comes the 
very thing we spoke of just now, a holiday.

A famous one too (not a half and half sort of 
affair), with games, and races, and a band, and 
fireworks, and lots of fun of all sorts.

Well, don’t quite forget “ mother ” in thé midst 
of it all. Don’t let her feel herself neglected 
because you are so happy. Don’t be rough and 
hasty because you are excited and in tearing spirits. 
(Boys that I have known are sometimes.) For 
you don’t want the best holiday in the world to get 
all y out heart, and leave no room, not one little bit, 
for that good, beautiful resolution you made the 
other day about “ bearing the infirmities of the 
weak," and “ not pleasing yourself."

I don’t think it’s hard to call pleasures thvnu ; 
for thorns in their right place don’t do any harm. 
But they must not get in the way of the com that 
turns into precious bread. So pleasures mustn’t 
choke the Word that will save our souls for ever.

The good ground brought forth fruit to per
fection. Ah ! you say, there’s no use thinking of 
that. Perfection is far beyond me.
- My dear boy, our Lord said some words once 

that were meant for you, and all of us, not just 
for a few holy saints. _ ^__

“Be ye perfect.”
So why should not good resolutions and right 

efforts get stronger and stronger every day, until 
perfection is reached ? True, the seed needs water
ing. But then God’s grace, which He freely gives, 
will do that.

Rich fruits! How good that sounds! It is 
planting, tending, and waiting now, but gathering 
by and by,

“ And some fell among thorns ; and the thorns 
sprung up with, it, and choked it."

“And that which fell .among thorns are they 
which, when they have heard, go forth, and are 
choked with the cares and riches and pleasures of 
this life, and bring no fruit to perfection.”

“ And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, 
and bare fruit an hundredfold."

“ But that on the good ground are they, which in 
an honest and good heart, having heard the word, 
kept it, and bring forth fruit with patience."


