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neednever 104\!"-’. you will lose your fitness for
this sacred trust, The work of the edification of
God’s church, includes vigorous efforts, employ-
ed by you to acbieve the conversion of souls te
God ; to enlarge the area of that church, which
He hath purchesed with His own blood. God
sends you as he sent the Apostles, to men * that
they might receive the forgiveness of sins, and
an inheritance among ell them that are eanctified
through faith which is in Him.” Keep steadily in
view, beloved brethren, the importange of the sal-
vation of the sou!s for whom Christ died. And be
not satisfied with the occurrence of long inter-
_ vals in your ministry, between the conversion of

) * souls, but labor in the faithful, clear, discrimins-

ting effort amorg men to bring souls to Christ,
to place another, and another, and(anothor stone,
in the living temple, till tha Church of God is
completed.
The object of the ministry is not only to bring
sinners to Christ, but thst they may be kept in
the knowledge and love of God: You must
lead them to forget those things which are be-
hind, and to reach forth unto thote things which
are before. See to it that you are endued with
the necessary qualifications for this work. You
have to feed the flock of God, 2nd you must be
clpabfe of leading them to add to their faith,
virtue, and to virtue, knowledge, and to know-
ledge, temperancs, and to temperance, patience,
and to patience, godliness, and to godliness,
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness,
cherity. You know that if cre does not ad-
vance in the divine life, he must inevitably suffer
loss, and by retrogressive steps be at length
landed in a state of gross apostacy from God.
It was matter of great estonishment, to a per-
son not very well acquainted with Methodism,
that it is so progressive, and he was told that
the secret lies here ; first its ministers eeek to
convert as many sinners ss possible, and, se-
condly, to- point them to the attsinment of
Christian holiness ; and moreover inculeating
upon them, the truth, that there is no state which
they may not mske a vantsge grouod, from
which they may go forward in the divine life.
Now you are consecrated to this work, and this
is the edification of the Church of God, in which
work you are exhorted by the text to seek to
excel. You may well seek to be characterized
by gredt intellectusl vigour, but you will espe-
cially need a vigourous piety, for whatever im-
portance we may sttach to 'intrllmul culture,
we do trust that at the outset of your career,
you will set up an earnest piety as the basis
of your acquired power. It will appear of
importance to every young man who right-
ly estimates his work, that he should ocul-
tivate holiness of heart, without which, it will
be impossible to save sculs, or to edify the
Church of God, It will be invain to urge men
to be holy, if you are not holy yourselves. Then
as to intellectual culture ; we live in an age
which-demands of the ministers of the church,
the greatest mental pewer, snd the ripest echo-
arship, and in every form of culture, which
gives power it is your duty to * study to exoel.”
I dop’t mean that!you should aspire to have
your brows bound with the laurels of & misera-
ble popularity. You may reach high culture, and
even peculiar sbility most critically to inquire
into the latent meaning cf the most abstruse
passages of Holy writ, Lut you especially wart
skill, to give such wholesome exposition of the
word of God, as to be ghie to give to every man
s portion of meat in due season. Above all
things make the Bible the man of your counsel.
Guard well against the hay snd stubble which
are thought by so many to be euitable for the
Chureh of God in this our day, snd build in,
only gold, silver, and precious stonee. Banctify
them said our Saviour, praying to His Heavenly
Father for his disciples ; eanctify them, but how ?
through thy truth, thy word is truth. Preach
the word of God ; that iz the only means of
saving souls.
Study the religious controversies of the day,
that you may be able to give prominence to the
truths which are in opposition to the errors pro-
mulgated, that the people under your care may
be g;uﬁui sgainst ecul-degtroying  hetero-
doxy.
Study to excelto the edifying of the Church ;
aad to this end you must by men of prayer.
Probably there is no matter on which men more
fully agree, when they come to die, than that
they have not prayed encugh. Be men of pray-
er, watching thereto with all diligence, and you
will be Yaithful watchmen in the church of God.
« 1 will that men pray eserywhere, lifting up
holy hands.” :
I will not enlarge on mor= particulars in con-
pection with this gteat work, in which se are
now engaged, but we trust that you will give full
proof ot your ministry, that you will approve
yourselves ss men pot :mkirg filthy lucre, but
that you ere in perfect eympaihy with the Divine
. Redeemer, who sees in the salvation of any eoul,
the travail of His own.

After the delivery of this addrese, this deeply
intereeting service wns clozed with brief devo-
tional exercizes.

J. H.
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tracted and laborious Hession, rpee on Saturday
last.
controllable, contributed to-extend the Session
to an yrdue len 80 that its closs was a great
relief) O®e w!.0 were the principal
toilers, and upon whom 1esicd the chief respon-
sibility and care. Yet the cccasion, wa doubt
not, we : delight ar d profit,
It is refreshing to christian u
opportunity of exclianging /isternal greetioge
with their fellow-] 1 the christian
hospitalities of tle porer fiiends in Halifax
greatly tended ( it the vieit of
the Ministere attcici | The duty
of the Stationing Comm becoming & mat-
ter of increasing difficu'ty 1 ‘this year was
attended with an unusucal 4 e of trouble and
perplexity ; yet it%s | Giral result
of the labours of that pesented
in another column, wili Le f generally
satisfactory, both to Ministers and people ; and
prove emincitly conducive to the glory of the
Redeemer «nd th meat of His couse
within the bounds of the Confarence
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inisters to have
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The state of the work of Gud on the varions
Circuits, very properly received special conside-
ration. A lecrense in the pumber of church
membenta was & matier of graveinquiry, Upon
many circuits there had been very gracious re-
vivals of religion, and considerable accessions to
the Church ; yet in the computation of the entire
memberskip of the connexion, we gtieve to say,
there was found a net decresse of four hundred.
:l‘hiu was a matter of deep humiliation ; snd it
is to be hoped that the inquiries ifistituted, and
the resolves formed, will be go remembered
t.l?rcughout the year, s.to conducsito a widely
different repor. ct the next Conference. Our
&reat want is the jurge outpouring of the Holy
Bpirit upon the whole connexion, 1o be secured

entire consecration to God, and earnest, per-

One chief matter of interest to the Confer-
ence was the presence of the talented reptesen-

Lachlin Tsylor, D.D. snd the Rev. William |
Stepbenson.

bighly interesting pistform

of our readers throughout the Provinces, a cor-
rect portraiture of {hese ‘brethren beloved ; but
we cannot do them justice. Dr. Taylor pos-
sesses great facility, sweetness snd power of
speech, and charmed ell who heard him open
his lips ; while Mr. Stepbenson also entranced
his suditors. The Lectures delivered by tha
last named reverend gentleman, upon * The
Influence of Womap,” and upon ‘* Martin Lu-
ther,” were certainly the choicest efforts of the
kind to which we were ever privileged to listen.
We hope the intercourse between tke two Con-
ferences of Methodism in tte Dominion, will
soon result in effecting a mor> intimate relatio=-
ship. We are sanguine that the union of the
whole under one General Conference would
prove of bigh advantage to our common Metho-
dism, and to the cause of Christ generally in
British North America.
“ THE PROVINCIAL WESLEYAN" AND THE
BOOK ROOM.

We hope that all our readers will be gratified
to mark the unqualified approval given by the
Conference to the manner in which tte Editor
has discharged his difficult and responsible du-
ties during the past yesr; and that thoee also
who feel an interest in the prosperity of our
Book Room will kindly bear in mind the recom-
mendation of the Conference in relation to this
branch of business ; and that both of these
Institutions of the Church, so weil fitted to do
good service in diffusing sound pricciples, and
in benefitting and blessing our people at large,
will receive that enlarged patronage and liberal
support necessary for their sustentation, and by
which their efficiency and usefulness would be
greatly promoted. We give the resolutions on
these topics, adopted by the unanimous vote of
the Conference, reserving other official docu-
ments until a future issue : —

(Eztract from the Minutes of Conference.)

What are the Resolutions of the Conference
respecting the Provincial Wesleyan and the
Book Room ?

ANSWER,

1. That the Conference deems it of high im-
rtance that our official organ, the Proeincial
an, receive the liberal patronage of the
Methodists of the Lower Provinces, believing
that es a religious and family journal it may be
made greatly suxiliary to the furtherance of the

wider circulation of the paper iu ail our circuits
may be steadily and persistently kept in view.

2, Thbat the Conference has learned with
satisfaction the result of tke change made dur-
ing the last year in respect to the payment for
the Provincial Wesleyan, and regarding the pre-
payment system as the only safe mode of con-
ducting such a journal, would epjoin it upon
our Ministers and Agents throughout the Con-
ference bounds to collect in advance before the
1st of January next the subscriptions for 1868,
and to forward the same to the cffice with all
promptitude.

3. That the Conference regards tbe circula-
tion of our Literature by means of our Book
Room as essential to our prosperity as a connec-
tion, and would commend to the patronsge of
our Ministers, and of all our people this Insti-
tution of cur church, believing that if liberally
sustaied it will yet be rendered a wide-spread
blessing in the diffusion of religious truth, es-
pecially needful in these days when error is ram-
pant, and when noxious reading abounde so
widely.

4. That the cordial thanks of the Conference
are due and are hereby presented to the Rev.
John McMurray, Book Steward and Editor, for
his diligence, and fidelity in the discharge of the
onerous duties of his united cffice, during the
past year, which must have been one of very
great difficulty to him, in consequence of the
sore bereavement to which in the Providence of
God he was subjected ; and would record not
only an expression of the continued confidence
of his brethren, but aleo the assurance of their
heartfelt sympathy with him in this time of so
deep sffliction.

And that the Conference further declares its
satisfaction with the editorial mansgement of the
Provincial Wesleyan during the year, and again
earnestly commends our Cooference organ as
worthy of the continued and increased patronage
of our people and tke public at large.

Conference Proceedings.
(Continued.)

Tuesday mgrnjng.—The Session was opened
with the nnZI evotional exercises. After the
reading and confirmation of the Journal, the
Conference proceeded to the order of the day,
the consideration of the Mount Allison Institu-
tions. The Minutes of the Board of Trustees
were read by the Secretary of the Board.

D3. PICKARD presented the financiel reports
of the Male and Female Branches of the Insti-
tufion. The Conferencé™was gratified to find

at, during a year of great depression in busi

ess circles, and labouring under pecnliar diffi-

culties resulting from the late destruction by fire
of the Male Academy building, the flnancial
poeition of the Institut on haa on the whole im-
proved, and that the heavy burden of debt on
the Female branch has not been increased.—
Lengthened conversation was had, especial y
with reference to arrangements made by the
Board of Trustees for the work of the next
year, involving tte appointment of an additioual
member of the Conference to the staff of the
Institution.

Alternoon.—After the usual devotional exer-
cises—the Conference proceeded to the order of
the day, the consideration of the affairs of tha
Supernumerary, and Ministers Widow's Fupd.
The Treasurer’s report was presented. A full
statement of the ‘investments of .the funds was
made, as alpo the statement of account of the
year's business. The entire scasion was occu-
pied with' the business of this impostant fund.
Before closing, the arrangements for the Ordina-
tion service to be held in the evening, were an-
nounced.

Wednesday morning.—Atter the usual devo-
tional exercises the minute for the Bupernume-
rary, and Minister's Widow’s Fund was read
and adopted. The Confererce proceeded to lh(;
order of the day, the consideration of the spiri-
tual state of our Societies. The increase, or
decrease In the various Districts were 1oted,
and it was found that there is a net decrease in
the year of four bundred in our membership.
Careful icquiry was instituted as to tie causes of
decrease. A eummary of the reports of the
spiritual state precented to the District meetings,
was read from the Minutes of ¢och District.—,
Lengthened conversation was held on this deep-
ly important subject, in the course of which
attention was called to the rule enacted last year,
that the name of no person should be dropped
from our membersaip, without his being visited
on the subject by the minister in charge. A
committee was appointed to prepare a resolution
for adoption by the Conference.

The 1eport of the afternoon Bession will be
found in another colamn.

Thursday morning «—Session was opened with
the usual devotional exereiges, Report of Parson-
sge Aid Fund was p ted. Lungthened discus-

sistent, believing prayer, ,

sion was held on several cases adverva . ip tho
teport, The President made a etatement with

tatives of the Cansdian Conmexion, the Rev. :

| suthorized to effect the le%:\!ln“ of this
These honored ministers of Christ | land now sold, and of s tof land in
entirely won the effection and edmiration of the |
Conference. Their able pulpit discourses, their |
eddresses, and their |
genial social intercourse with the brethren and |

friends, bave left remembrances not socn to be "
effaced. We would like to give, for the bepefit |
| 8t. John.

work of God; and eafnestly hopes that the !

reference (o the proposed erection of a parsonage
at Murray Harbour, and to the sale of certain
lands in that community. _The President was

Bridgewater. A request whs presented that per-
miseion be granted for tke eale of certain pro-
perty in Point de Bute. Leave was guntcd,
and the President was authorized to effect the
legel conveyance, and also to effect the discharge
of a mortgsge on certsin property in the city of
The trustees of theold church in
Petite Riviere requested permission to sell such
church. Leave was granted with the under-
standing that the church alone be'sold, and be
removed from the present site.

The President was suthorized to graot a lease,
for a term of years, of certain landq st Grand
Falls, to secure to this Conference the transfer
of certain lands in the St. Stephens circuit, and
to effect the sale of certain lands st Loch Lo-
mond, on the Upbam circuit. The Journal Se-
cretary was directed to procure, 8s 800D as pos-
sible, a suitable Conference seal. The letter
recommending the case of Bro. Butcher to the
British Conference, was read and adopted. The
report of the Educationsl Fund Committee was
presented by Bro. H. Pope, and was received-
The Treasurer’s report was resd and received.

The affairs of the Educational Institution were
resumed, and the business of the Theological
department was first taken up. The Professor’s
Report was read and adopted. The Minutes of
the Committee were read, and the Committee’s
report was read acd adopted. Regret is expresa-
ed by the Conference that we bave so few candi-
dates for the work of the ministry. The report
of the Examining Committee was read, and sfter
some discussion adopted. )

An ioformal statement was made by the Com-
mittee of the Building Fund of the new Acs-
demy. It is hoped if the subscriptions towards
this fund, and for the removal of the debt be
realized, that after meeting the expenses of re-
building and furnishing the new Male Academy,
nearly half the debt on the Female branch may
be liquidated. The liberal grant made by the
Missionary Committee has greatly contributed
towards this resalt.

Afternoon.— After the usual opening exercises
some further conversation weas held with refer-
ence to arrangements made by the Mount Alli-
son Board of Trustees, for the work of the mext
year ; and on motion it was resolved, that the
Stationing Committee be directed to appoint
Rev. C. Jost, A.M.,, ot Backville, as Vice-Prin-
cipal of the Male Academy.

A resolution was introduced by Dr. Pickard,
expresssing the desirability of creating a Furd
for assisting in the education of Candidates for
our ministry. It was decided that a Committee

tould be appointed thereon. A memorial was
received from the Seckviile Quarteriy Board, to
which the letter writers were directed to reply.
A letter was read from W. B. Boyce, contaia-
ing the assurance, that the case of the Supernu-
meraries shall not be treated less favourably by
the Missionary Committee than formerly. Cer-
tain correspondence between Dr. Pickard and
Rev. W. B. Boyce was read. The thanks of the
Conference was presented to Dr, Pickard, for
his faithhfulnees and ability, as the Financial
Agent of the Conference, and he was requested
to continue in the occupancy of this position. A
resolution was adopted authorizing the Bermuda
circuit to employ its conference collection in
paying the expenses of such of ita ministers as
may be sent to the Conference. A copy cf the
letter in answer to memorial from BSackville
quarterly meeting was read and adopted. A
minute was read from the 8t. Johy. District
Meeting, with reference to the Fnirvi&’ circuit,
and a small committee was appointed to prepare
a communication in reference thereto.

Friday morning.—After the usual devotional
exercises some miscellaneous business was trans-
acted. A letter was received from Mr. Snow-
ball in reference to his claims as a Supernume-
rary, and it was ordered thst his case be
recommended to the Missionary Committee. A
minute from the St. John District Meeting, re-
commending that the Advisory Committee eug-
gest to the President the names of the proposed
members of the Conference Committee, was
read, and was by resolution adopted. A memo-
rial from the Young Mén’s Christian Association
was received, and it was ordered that s reply be
transmitted. The resolutions submitted by the
sub-Book Committee were after lengthened con-
versation, and with some emendations, adopted.
The measures thus adopted are in the judgment
of the}Conference, calculated grestly to relieve
the Book Room.

Afternoon.—Owing to n meeting of the Sta-
tioning Committee, the Conference did not open
until a late hour. The thanks of the Confer-
ence were presented to the Rev. Jas. England,
for his faithful and acceptable services as Co-
Delegate during the past year.

A resolution was adopted, tendering the thanks
of the Conference to the Railway officials, and
the proprietors of those stage coaches and
steamboats, who have made a reduction in the
fares of members travelling to and from Confer-
ence. Also, a resolution presenting the thanks
of the Conference to our friends in Halifax, who
have so hospitably entertained its members dur-
ing its sitting, and ordered that such resolution
shall be communicated from our city pulpits on
the next Lord’s day. A resolution was adopted
expressing the gratification of the Conference,
with the presence and ministrations of the Rev.
Laughlin Taylor, D.D., the representative of
the Canada Conference, and the Rev, W.
Stephenson, his associate. A resolution was
adopted expressing the regrets of the Confer-
ence at the necessary retirement from the active
work of the Rev. E. Botterell. The Conference
requested that the Rev. George Scott, D.D., act
as our representative to the British Conference,
at its- next session. The Minute on the aflairs
of the Book Room was read, and adopted.
The following documents were read and adopt-
ed; a letter to the Quarterly Board of the
Fairville Circuit: a letter to the Missionary
Secretaries, recommending the case of Brother
Botterell : a letter to the friends of the late
Mrs. Knight, tending the condolences of the
Conference in their loss; and the report of the
Committee on the spiritual state of our work.
The Revs. Dr. Pickard, J Taylor, and D. D,
Currie were appointed a Committee to assist
the Book Steward in the accounts of the Insti-
tution. The Conterence adopted the Pastoral
Address, presented by the Rev. C. Stewart.
It is earnestly hoped that on its publication our
people will carefully study the tender and
judicious counsels of this admirable address,

The ballot biing taken for the recommend-
ation for the Co Delegate's chair, resulted in
the choice of the Rev. Henry Daniel.

Evening. Immediately after the opening
exercises several miscellaneous resolutions from
the various District Minutes were decided apon
as follows: the President was authorized toy
di|p9oe of the old church in the Horton Circuit;
to dispose of certain land in Annapolis Royal ;
and to eflect a mortgsge on the Clementsport
charch, in the Annapolis Clrcuit, if it be found
necessary to .do 80. An application from the
Horton Circait for certain monies invested in

Ege Book Room, was referred to the Book Com
The Rev, Dr, Taylor and the Rev, W,

R S T

Stephenson each, in a briet address, bade fare-

well to the Conference. On motion- it was
decided that the President be appointed a
deputation to the General Conference of the
M. E. Church of the United States, to meet in
May next ; and that the Book Steward, and the
Journal Secretary be directed

ence. 3
paper, presented by the Rev. H. Pope, jor, a¢
the Address to the British Conference.

A request being preferred to the Conference,
that its next sitting be held in Fredericton ; it
was decided that the next Conference meet 1o
that city, on the fourth Wednesday in June,
1868, On motion it was resolved, that not more
than one half the members in any District shall
be appoimed by the District Meetings, to attend
the Conference; but that any other member
obtaining the leave of his District Meeting, ;and
making provision for shis own accommodation,
shall be recognized as a member of the Confer-
ence.

Saturday morning —The session opened. wil'b
the usual devotional exercises. On motion it
was resolved, that the President be relieved of
the duties of a Circuit, and be permitted to
devote himself to the general visitation and
oversight of the work, The Contingent Fund
Committee presented its report, which was
adopted. It was decided to rescind the rule
permitting the District Meetings to divide half
the excess of the amount raised in,the District
above its apportionment for the Contingent
Fund, among its deficient Circuits ; and it was
ordered that the entire excess be remitted to
Conference for apportiomment there. Some
further regulations were made with reference to
the Contingent Fund, which will appear in the
printed Minutes. It was decided that no
Circuit formerly independent shall receive an
grant from the Contingent Fund.

The Minutes were read, and signed by/the

Open Bession of Confe

On Wednesday afternoon an
Conference was held, to receive the report of
the Deputation—the Rev. Dr. Richey and Rev.
Dr. Pickard—to the Canada Conference, and
to hear the addresses of the Rev. Dr. Taylor,
and the Rev. W. Stephenson, the deputation
from the Canada Conference. A large number
of our friends from the city assembled with the
Conterence. The session was opeted with the
usual devotional exercises.

Dr. Richey spoke briefly of his mission to the

Canada Conference. He referred to the depu-
tation sent us from that Couference last year,
with a proposal for a union of the two Confer-
ences. He and Dr. Pickard were sent to learn
further as to that proposal. It has been in
contemplation for several years to divide their
present organization into several annual Con.
ferences, and it was thought desirable that we
should so connect ourselves with them, that from
the several annual Conferences, one (eneral
Conference as the Legislative Court of the
Methodism of British America, meeting trien-
ially or quadrennially, might be established.
But a practical difficulty just now presents
itself in the way of our union with the Canada
Conference, inasmuch as the proposed subdivi-
sion of their work has-not yet taken place. It
is therefore necessary to await such action,
About one fifth of the people of Canada are
directly under the influence and training of
Methodism, and this proportion is not very
different from that which obtains in these lands,
The educational institutions of Canadian Metho-
dism are in a state of great efficiency. A spirited
effort has recently been made to remove the
heavy debt on Victoria College, and has been
most successful. The Female College in Ham-
ilton, at the head of which is Dr. Rice, long and
favourably kmown in these Provinces,is well
sustained by our more affluent friends, and is
doing a great and good work.
. Dr. Pickard intimated that in attempting to
give an account of his mission to Canada he had
an easy task, for it bad already in choice lan-
guage been given. He alluded to the cautiously
worded resolution of the last Conference with
reference to this mission, and in going to Canada
it was the business of the deputation to await
the announcement of the plans which our bre
thren there had to propose, as they had taken
the initiative. The plan for the subdivision of
their own organization was not submitted until
just as the deputation was leaving, and hence
there was as yet no plan for the larger organ-
ization, He expressed his pleasure in meeting
Dr. Taylor—under whose wake he was at one
time glad to come in as one of the Representa-
tives to the British Conference, also his pleasure
in meeting the eloquent Mr, Stephenson.

The letter from the Canada Conference was
read, after which’ the Rev. Lachlin Taylor,
D.D., addressed the Conterence. We can give
only the outline of this eloquent address, as
follows :— ’

.. Mr. President, Beloved Brethren,—Before 1
proceed to make a few plain, practical remarks,
with’reference to the business of this afternoon,
it is only proper for me to supply a hiatus, that
many of my beloved brethren will feel ought to
be filled; it is, that the name of my eloquent
friend, Mr. Stephenson, was-not appended to
my own by the Conference, as the deputation
to you, for the sole reason, that Mr. Stephenson
had not decided to accompany me until it was
too late for his name so to appear; had it been
otherwise the Conference would have been de-
lighted to bonour him, for I need not tell you,
now that you have heard him for yourselves,
that he has occupied some of our most impor-
tant places. [ deeply feel, Mr, President, the
responsibility of this hour. I bave found in my
younger days the necessity of struggling against
the man-fearing spirit, and determined that
when I became a man I would put away child-
ish things, but I still found that when I have
had to stand up in one of these awful places,
surrounded by men of great ability, the man-
feariog spirit was still strong within me. I
regard however as ane of the greatest pleasures
of my life, this opportunity of eonveying to one
member of the Confederation, which the glorious
old Mother at home has just established, the

thies of your fellow subjects in the royal

ceived from your venerable and gifted Presi-
dent, whose kind, christian utterances I would
now personally reciprocate, wko is regarded by
us as one of the first christian orators of the
land; from my bLeloved and honoured friend,
Dr. Pickard ; from my beloved friend, oace
plain Enoch Wood, now Dr Wood ; from my
dear friend, once S, R, now Dr. Rice, now
breathing in the genial atmosphere of a success-
fu‘l Female College, and training the future
wives and mothers of the Dominion ; from the
golden mouthed Narraway ; from my old friend
Dr. DeWolfe, who used to tell me about a little
radical Island, called Prince Edwerd, I have
'thought of your country as a Paradise. When
in the light of these Jescriptions, from such a
galaxy, I could not but have a high ideg of your
country. My desire to come has been increased
since the consummation of the plan for this

e e

to prepare 3
Jletter, conveying the salatations of this Confer-
The Conference adopted a very able

fraternal regards and cordial christian sympa-

l?o-minion of Canada. I have long wished to
visit you. From the glowing description re-

Dominion. If I could get all the Anti-
Confederates of this Province together, I would
tell them that we have no feeling towards you
but that of brotherhood. We 'ould. say,
¢ brother, if your heart is as our heart, give us
vour hand ; we owe‘allegiance to one soversign,
the world renowned woman whose political
sagacity is as marked as are her vomanl'y
sympathies.” Look at what Ganada—for if:an t
get my tcngue round the longer phrase—1s, as
she now presents herself to our gaze. And

Newfoundland with ber fish and her fogs, with
ber vast mineral resources will soon knock at
the door of the Confederation, and that princely
litle Island, Prince Edward, will come and
make her best bow. I recall to mind the words
of our noble Queen, when Vancouver's Island
and British Columbia were erected into a
British Colony,—* I hope that this is but one
step in the course of steady progress, l?y which
my dominions in British North America shall
be linked together in one unbroken chain, from
the Atlantic to the Pacific.” Having recently
returned from the Pacific, I may say that four
years since I stood at the ultima thule on Van-
couver’s Island, of this great domain, and now
I am standing on its most eastern point, Halifax,
destined to become at no distant day the Liver-
pool of the Confederation ; and here you have
a country territorially as large as Europe. Qur
Missionary, Thomas Woolsey, who spent nine
years at the foot of the Rocky Mountains, said
to me, “ Mr. Taylor, there is territory enough
in the valley of the Saskatchewan to sustain
sixty milljens of people. Its climate is so mild,
and its fertility so great, we used to let out our
Jho! about the end of October to winter it
out/and so far from their being famished, we

ould get them in the spring sleek and fat.”

ow BSir, what statesman can without¥#emo-
tion rise to the contemplation of the results of
Christian labour in this great land, if the foun-
dations be wisely laid. It was my glory that I
first reared the standsrd of Christianity at Van-

\| couver’s Island, and that I first lifted up that

standard—the Bible—amid the sublime glens,
and gisot peaks of the Rocky Mountsins, which
bad before only echoed to the roar of wild beasts,
and the shouts of savege men, nor had ever
beard the ** hymns of lofty cheer.” And now
in thet far western land where only the nomadic
tribes bad roamed, tens of millions of peaceful
agiiculturists shall ere long find a bome, and our
own beloved Wesleyan Methodism must, and
shall, minister (o them the ordinances of reli-
gion. Let me say that we have already taken
possession, and have led the forlorn bope; we
bave now four fsithful men on the Pacific. I
had the privilege of dedicating a little cliurch
at that E! Dorado, the Carriboo gold mines,
which cost $16,000 and every farthiog of it
paid by the miners. I question if you could
get even here in the city of Halifsx, or in St
Johp, such a collection as'we took at that ser-
vice. It was all in gold, and smounted to one
hundred and thirty-one dollars and seventy-five
cents. We have four labourers from the Rocky
Mouatains to Norway House, and they are call-
ing for more. -

I have learned by letter that over one thoue
sand of one of the mest powerful Indian tribes
bave recently embraced Christianity. Those
rocky cregs now re-ecuo the songs of praise, and
soon thousands more, belonging to those wan-
dering tribes, shall learn the same tong, * Let
the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout
from the top of the mountains.”

Although, Mr, President, we look to the father-
land for thesbest type of Methodism, yet we feel
that America affords the largest-scope for work-
ing out its complete development.  About
eighteen years ago, I conversed, and prayed
with the eldest son of Philip Embury, Well,
as you know, Philip Embury preached the first
Methodist sermon in America to five persons,
and within so brief a period, that as I have said
eighteen years sgo I saw and prayed with his-
eldest son ; and now Methodism has under its
care eight millions. I'bere are in Methodism
fifty thousand ministers of the gospel, and nearly
one-seventh of Protestant Christians are under
the care of the Methodist ministry. Is there a
paraliel to this in the history of the Christian
church ? Not unto us O Loid, not unto us, but
unto Thy name we give the glory ! But the ex-
tent to which other churches bave been benefitt-
ed by Metbodism will never be known in time,
I wish tkey would be honest enough to acknow-
ledge their obligation, Well might the philosp-
phical SBoutbey exclaim, “ I consider John Wes-
ley the greatest man of the century.” Isasc

“Taylor tells us of the state of the Church of Eng-

land in the early part of the last century and of
the mighty awakening of spiritual life in connec-
tion with the rise of Methodism. Bisnops, too,
are beginning to acknowledge the errors of the
English Church in its treatment of Methodism.
It is well if they will repent and find mercy.
[The Address of Rev. W. Stephenson, after

being set up, we are very reluctantly obliged to
omit for want of room.]—Ep P, WV

From our Canadian Correspoifient.

To the Editor of the Wesleyan.

My DeAR 81r,—The month of June 1867, has
been distinguished beyond that of any other
month in the year for the great number of its ec-
clesiastical gatherings. Two Synods of Pres-
byterians, the Congregational Union, and some
five Conterenees of the Methodists, have been
in solemn convocation 1n ¢ this Canada of ours,
which in a few days will be known, as ¢ Ontar.

terest was felt in the proceedings, and lengthy
repor(s respecting the doings of the whole, ap-
peared in the columns of the daily journals.

Of course, we had not the privilege of attend-
ing any other Conference,than the one of which
we have the honor to be a member. But from
what we can gather, the members of the respec-
tive ecclesiastical gatherings, have returned to
their homes, highly delighted, with what they
have teen and heard. The Presbyterian Church
of Canada, in their Synod, had a lengthy diecus.
sion respecting the introduction of an organ
into one of the churches in Montreal, and even
decided that the naughty instrument should be
removed. It will be much to be regretted should
contention enter this denomination, which is
now wielding a great amotnt of influence for
good. A few years ago, a union took place be-
tween what was kcown as the U. P, and the
Free Church, and now they form a large and
powerful organization. They are about to form
an additional College for the training of their
young ministers, and they possess considerable
Missionary enterprise. It is to be hoped,that the
organ difficulty in Dr. Irvine’s Church, may not
prove an insuparable barrier in the way of their
prosperity. It is thought that the Old Kirk—
or Church of Scotland, will soon unite with the
* Presbyterisn Church of Canada,’ and then, the
Presbyterian Church will be one grand whole,
and will present a noble example to the Metho-
dist Church.

citing, and since the rising of the Synod, some
Laymen have issued a powerful pamphlet against
the proceedings of those who would bring all
kinds of vestments and drapery into the church,

-~

=
. S

io, in the Confederation of Canada. Great in- |

Rituslism is stiil a prolific theme in the Epis- |incident rushed .
copalian Church, At the Synod of Toronto, |and u;..p o el ot the survion,

the discussion on this subject was long and ex- | ¢t‘on, that

took advant

bold a special examirati ;
The exercises on of the young ladies.

so that the disputes will not be settled very soon.
It is a remarkable feature in this movement,
that the Laity in general, are strongly opposed
to the innovation, while the clergy almost every-
where, are in favor of it.

The Methodist Church, in its various branche
es appears to be prospering, The increase in
some of the minor bodies is small, and in several
instances the ministers have been put off, with
very small allowance, no wonder, that some of
lhe;n, at least, should begin to look e'sewbere,

although it is now consti.tu'ed -of four Pl"o" for a sphere of usefu'ness How can men fab_or OF THE WESLEYAN MINISTERg
vinces, British Columbia will soon belong toit;| tos i} ¢ soal which should ever characterise| ON TRIAL OF THE coxrrpp

the Christian Minister, when his mind is barrass. |
od with the thoughts of debts which are crush |
ing all bis vitality. How much better it would ‘
be, for all concerned, to have one powerful
church, rather than so many divisions, which |
have to struggle for existence. The increase of

the membership in the Wesleyan Church is

somewhere about 1600, which,though small, con- ;
sidering the vast number of agen's employed.1
is nevertheless gratifying, inasmuch as it is lar-

ger than for several years past, and may be re- |
garded, we trust, as an omen of brighter days. ;
The Conference was one of the best we ever|
bad the pleasure to attend. Some, we dare

say, were afraid, that there would not be, that

spirit of harmony, which is so desirable in ec-

clesiastical gatherings : but from the time of the

opening, these fesrs were hushed. The Presi-
dent, the Rev. Jas. Elliott, conducted the busi-
ness with great despatch, so that the routine mat-
ters were soon got through. He presided with
great dignity and manifested fair-play to every
one. We do not remember ever seeing onge oc-
cupy the chair of Conference, not even the
sainted Thornton, who gave greater satisfaction,
than our own beloved James Elliott, who though
always popular, now occupies a hgh place in
the afections of all the members of the Canada
Conference.

The subject of the division of Conference, oc-
cupied most of three days, during which there
was some able speaking on both sides. It would
be almost impossible, on such a subject, but, that
in the heat of discussion, a few expressions,
would be used, which would have been better
avoided ; but, while there was plain speaking,
none impugned the motives of those who difféz-

cerity to those who differed from them. It was
clear, that the question of divition is only a mat-
ter of time. It will be sure to take place soon-
er or later. Even tome, who voted against the
division, are only anxious that some matters
should be settled before the division takes place,
such as the cancelling of the debt on the Mis-
sionary Society. The question was negatived-
by a majority of 35 ; but it will be resumed next
Conference,as notice to that effect has been giv-
en by the Rev. G. Douglas, .

Your representatives, Drs. Richey and Pick-
ard, did themselves credit by their addresses in
public and private. They were both well
known to most of us, and met with a cordial re-
ception from their old friends. Dr. Richey, es-
pecially was hailed as an old friend, baving for-
merly been a member of this Conference, and
beld the highest offices at its disposal. His ser-
mon preached at the ordina‘ion of 23 young
men, was a chaste and elegant production. ¢ The
old man was truly eloquent” He has promised
to prepare it for the press. When requested to
do so, he assured the Conference, that he had
not a single sentence of the discourse in MS., an
anouncement which excited the surprise of
many,

your representatives, and they were not afraid
to tell us, that we had nothing tq‘”l?é.by bging
united with your Conference, /They certainly
did not for a moment ente: the idea, that
they were a little insignificant portion of the
community, They might be small in quantity,
but assuredly they were great in quality. We
are very sorry, that no plan could be suggested,

established in British America could be more

plished in a year or two. In the meantime, we
hope, that there will be frequent intercourse be-
tween you and us.

on good terms with yours, we have sent Rev. L.
Taylor, D. D, to represent us in your Confer-
ence. During the pastfew days, we have heard
that he has_chosen for his companion, the Rev.
W. Btephenson, (Bachelors love company,) Dr.
Taylor, we presume, is well known in E. Brit-
ish America,for where is it, that he is not known ?
He has travelled, almost the world over, and if
you get him to talk about his beloved Palestine,
he will keep you enraptured for hours. He is
an eloquent orator, and will not fail to tell you
of our whole Canada, and depend upon it, if any
of your body have been disposed to think light-
ly of the proposals sent you last year, he will be
sure to convince you, of the losses you have sus-
tained in not coming over to us, en masse,
In respect to Dr. Taylor's companion, the
Rev. W. Stephenson, though only 16 years in
the ministry, and 10 years a member of the
Canada Conference, he has rapidly increased
in fame,until now he has been stationed in the
city of Toronto two years, and removes to the
City East Circuit as Superintendent. He has
been a bard student, and occupies his pres-
ent position as the result of his indomitatle ap-
plication. His labors are in such constant de-
mand, that he is almost constantly on the move.
He is a ready to go aanywhere, whenever duty
calls, Asa lectarer, he greatly excels. Should
be deliver his lecture on ¢ Woman’ or * Martin
Luther,” he will leave an impression which will
not soon be erased. He delivered the Sirst at
Hamillon, during the late Conference, and rea-
lized to the funds of a Mission Sunday School
the sum of $123. We are glad you are to have
two such Canadians to visit you, as we are sure
that they will do you good. Of course, we shall
expect a treat from your Conference in return.
Do you know, we have invited the Rev. W. M.
Punshon, M. A., to |be our next President.
Doubtless you will be glad of this, as it is expect-
ed he will abide with us two years. The papers
which I sent you, during the time of Conference,
will bave given you the names of some illustri-
ous visitors from the other side of the line 45.,
as Dr. Hibbard, Dr. Nast, Dr, Russ, and Dr.
Lore, such a batch of Doctors we never saw be-
!or?. They greatly pleased and profited us, by
their labors in the pulpit and on the platform. ’
The reception and ordination of the young
men were both impressive services, the latter es-
pecially so  One Young man ordained, was the
son of Dr., Freshman, the converted Jewish Rab-
bi, who gave evidence that he was a young man
of more than ordinary ability. Dr, F. was con-
verted under the labors of our esteemed Presi-
dent, when he was stationed in Quebec city.
The son became a local preacher, in Hamilton
under the superintendence of the same bonoud,
man, and now in the city where he began to
preach, e is is publicly set apart to the work of
the ministry, by the imposition of the hands of
the Rev. the President and others, These co-

resident wag sg overcome with emo-

t he could hardly proceed.

Rice the Governor of the Female College,
age of the sittings of Conference, to

Dr.
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ed from them. All were ready to award sin- |
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