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tion lists of their respective localities, and
every attempt to evade conscription is pun-
ished by an imprisonment of from one month
to one year, while any one aiding or abetting
a fugitive from the dreaded ballot, is liable
to the same penalty.

The scene which takes place at the draw-
ing is one of much pictaresque animation.
Groaps of the finest youibs ol a wide neigh-
borkood, with generaily their fathers and
mothers, relatives and friends, are assembled
in the spacious ball of the town bouse. The
mayors, prefects, and sub-prefects, are there
to receive them, with usually several officers
quartered in the district. Oa every face
there is an expression of bope and fear,
anxiety and excitement ; and as each ad-
vauces towards the fatal urn, and draws the
paper decid.ng his future destiny, all the
spectators, as well as the parties immediately
concerned, feel the most lively interest.
Those who draw a higher number than the
number of recruits required, are exempt,
while those who draw a lower are condemned
to serve their country, as milstaires, for the
space of seven years. Some are exempted.

» These exceptions inc.ude all below the height
of five feet five inches ; all criminals ; all
who are the subject of any physical ineapa-
city ; the eldest of orphans ; the ounly son,
cr eldest son, or grandson of a widow, or of
a father of seventy years of age ; certain
classes of students in the public schools ;
including all those who bave carried off the
great prizes of the institute, or of the uni-
versity. Nome, however, are exempt from
the ballot ; all must appear, and draw their
lots ; and this over, such as bave objections
to urge send them in to the council oy revi-
sion, which is appointed for the puarpose.
Were it not for this close examination, many
would evade the common national responsi-
bility, and some would intrude themselves
iato the service, whox the service would
otherwise reject. As it is, the instances are
numerous of persona who mutilate them-
seives by chopping off a finger, ur. who raise
sores on their bodies by piercing their flesh,
and drawing strings through the wound, that
they may be reported by the medical inspec-
tors infirm, and unfic for military life.”
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In comsequence of the official relation which, this
paper sustamns to the Comferemce ol Kustern British
America, we require that Ubituary, Revivel, and oiher
notices addr to us from any o: the Circuits within
the bounds of the Coumexion, shall pass through the
Lkande of the Superintendent Minister
{ ommunieations designed for this rapér el be aciom

Janied by the name of the writer i contderce
We donot undertake to returs rejectcd articles.

We do not assume regponsibility tor the opinions of ecr-
redpondents.

The Week of Prayer.

This is the week of prayer. A maultitude
which no man could number are daily prostrate
before the God of ail the earth, moved by a com-
mon impulee, and supplicating with a common
purpose. What a sight {17 angels to beho!d !
What joy in Heaven! D, not the epirits tbat
surround the Throne suspend their song, and
bend their serapbic eyes to behold the thing
that is being done upon our globe ; and then,
exultant at the glorious sight, renew the chorus
of their praise, and swell with higher notes their
ballelujahs unto Shiloh, to whom the gathering
of the peop'e 1s ?  Amid the snows of the North
and the sands of the South; from the farthest
East to the extremest West ; wherever the name
of Christ is known, the suppliant knee is bowed,
and the voice of prayer is beard, while every
worshipper is conscious that bhis supplication
ascends supported by the cry of the great Coms,
pany of Clrist's expectant, faithiul followers.

For what do the people pray ? * That God
would xow pour out His Spirit npon all flesh,
#0 that al! the ends of tbe carth might see his
salvation.” Long have believers in the Word of
God looked forward with joy/ul anticipation to
that predicted period wh-a the earih shall be
full o the knowledge of the Lord as the waters
cover the sca. They have recogoized the Fa-
ther’s promise to the Son, * I shall give thee the
beatben for thine ivheritance, and the uttermost
pa:is of the earth for thy possession.” Bat they
bave placed the set time afar cff  Ape after age
bas swept away, and the expectation has been of
still future, and not ot present, falfiiment of
God's designs. They are so glorious that no
generation bas dared to deem fheir complete de-
velopment appropriate to its tima. ‘And thgs,
well nigh two thousand ycars kave passed away’|
since Cbrist suffered in the fl:sh to ransom all
mankind, and yet how swall a portion bave
known and loved bis name.! In the year of our
Lord eighteen bundred and sixty, it may be said
that nearly thirteen bundred willions of buman
inhabitants are found upon tbe earth, and of
these but little more than a fourth can be nom-
inally ranked as Christians, while over more
than balf the number of those who thus pame
the name of Qbrist, the superstition of Rome is
dominant, and nearly one baif ¢t the remainder
belong to the apostate Eas'ern Chuich. Protes-
tant Christendom embraces less than a four-
teenth of the population of th- Globe ; and what
an abatement must be wade from this proportion
to give us the number of those attacked, even
nomipalily, to churches in whick the Gospel is
preached in i's purity ; and, again, how wust our
proce:s of reduction be prolonged to reach the
number of.those, connectcd by birth and edaca-
tion with evangelical churchee, who profess to
love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity ! Jtisa
dark picture which statistics paint of ibe spiritual
condition of the world at the close of the first de®
cade of the Jast half of the nineteenth century:
It is time to wake up out cf sleep. It is time to
+ avise and go to God in prayer with the universal
voice of Evangelical Christendom. It is time to
consider whetber there be anything to deter us
from looking for the accomplichment of God's
great promise in our own day. * A:k of me,”
J:bovah says, ** and I shall give (hee the heathen
for thine inheritaoce, arnd iLe utiermost parts of
the earth for thy possessioh.” There is but one
condition, *“ Ask of me.” There is none that
pustpones the time. But has Jesns delegated to
bis disciples the right to prefer this request, as-
uring them that whatsoever :bey- ask of the
fatber in his pawe it shall be done ? Then
_ bow great the responsibility, and how obvious is
the duty, of those whom he basplaced in trust of
this peerless prerogative cf approach in believ-
ng prayer 10 God! May ir now- he exercised
with an energy, an unction, and a universality,
which will bring down the blessing, make the
-clouds drop fatness, cause the Spirit of God to
be poured out upon all flesh, so that all the ends
of the earth may see His salvation

We'regret that we were unable to hear the
lecture delivered last Tucsday ovening before
the Young Men's Christian Associstion by the
Rev. Mr. Welton, from Windsor. By gentle-
men who ware there it is dascribed as one of the
most chaste, classical, and able lectures that bas
ever_been delivered in this city. We hope that
the talented lecturer will be induced to allow it
to appear in print. It was upon an appropriate
theme—* The plezsure and advantages to be de-

« t'ved from the study of the Holy Scriptares—

Colonist.

..

Letter from Rev. Dr. Knight.
SuzsrzLp, Dee, 8, 1859.
To the Editor of the Provincial Wesleyan :

S:r,—It bas b:en repeatedly the purpose
of my mind, to collect some of the incidents
of along missionary life, for insertion in the
pages of your journal ; but hi herto, there,
the matter has been allowed to rest. In the
opinion of some, probably, it may be deemed
as still the wiser measure there to let them
he in undisturbed repose.

To myselt notwithstanding, there is no
room for doubt but that the recollection of
the past (especially the early years of my
toil) might fetch forth into vivid and grate-
ful romembrance, the way in which the Lord
bas been pleased to lead me,—while cerfain-
ly, eud I trust not less profitably—a sense of
manifold defections would lead to a deeply
self-abasing recogni'ion of the forbgarance
of Him in whose service, I bave been for
nearly hall a century engaged.—The abose
purpose I may possibly yet redeem.

But in the meantime, while perusing the
letier of Rev. H. Daniel, in your journal of
the 26th Oct.,my spirit was unusuoally stirred
within me ; and had physical infirmity re-
duced me to dependence on a crutck, uoder
the magical buoyancy of my youthful days,
probably, it would have been placed against
my shoulder, as indicative of desire, like
% 0/d Richard” in Bloomfield’s farmer’s boy”
to “ fight my battles o’er again.”

Believe me, Sir, could I bave subieeted
circumstances 1o my eoutrol, it would have
offorded me no ordinary degree of delight, to
bave complied with the wishes of those of my
Brethren who requested me to accompany
our beloved President on his late mission,
along the scene of my early ministerial la-
bours—especialiy,as his visit extended so
far north as the Cape of good view, where,
among manifold objects, well calculated to
please the eye, and gratify the mind, was
found by me oune of peculiar interest, whose
worth bas bat become the more esiimable
as the last two ecore years have gone by with
alltheir cares, toils, and joys, to mingle with
the past.

Tuere will be no difficalty bowever in
putiing my imagination in the stead of my
personal presence, and thereby to accompany
wy respected Brethren along their northern
route,

Having so frequently gone over the same
line of distance, Loth by sea and land, which
forms the recorded direction of the Presi-
dent, and his official companion, there is no
peculiarity of cape, creek, light, bay, or
islacd but reproduces some reminiscence
of facts ard circumstances made familiar
to my mind, many years ago,—and which
leaves, and ever will leave, while memory
endures, some trace bekind.

Mentally embarking with my brethren
from one of the metropolitan wharves, we
pass the Cove whose name we omil to men-
tion ; and so pase on (o the narrows. Fort
Towaosend in the rear—Signal-hill with its
hargiog batteries on the left, Fort Amberst
ou the right. The uodulating waves ot tbe
wile Atlaotic ahead. .

Three and forty years ago I, for the first
time, passed out through this cliff-bound, nar-
row inlet from the ocean. Had an event
simlar to that which then occurred happen-
ed to my bretbren ov the occasion of their
recent egress, very likely there would bave
been some disturbance ot the nervous sys-
tem.

What the order of things is now, I am not
prepared to say. Then every coasting ves-
gel Liad to hoist the colours. The vesse!
~was hailed from the Fort, and the place of
destination demanded. The Captain of the
schooner in which I had taken my passage,
omitted ccmpliance with this regulatipn.
Presently one of the artillery men rushes
to the extreme point of the Fort, places the
speaking trumpet to his mouth and bellows
out the order to send the boat ashore. The
Captain knowing that to heave the schooner
to, and put cut the boat in so critieal u}ft-
uatios, would be to imperil both life and
property, resolved to give them the run.—
His purpose being perceived, instantly the
match was applied 1o one of the pieces of
oidnapce, which sent its pealing thunder
athwart the narrows.—Still the old coaster
was bent on going ahead.—Again the thun-
der bursted out, sending forth a something
morz solid than the simple cartridge. The
sound, as the shot cut the air over our héads,
feli somewhat strangely on my ear. The
old Captain’s plan became hereby discon-
rerted. The next shot, said he, will be 1nto
us. Amid much confusion the schooner
'was hove to, aud the boat, the only oue we
bad, sent on shore. Unfortunately, under
the excitement of the occasion, the two best
men we had were sent off in the boat, leav-
ing only one hacd and the Captain to man-
age the schooner, A heavy swell coming in
from ses, coon stopped the vessel's headway,
pearing us by its motion to the northern
headiand, azainst whose lofty and overhang-
ing iront, in less than fifteen minutes, wo
should bare been thrown, bad not a pilot
boat, already in the narrows, whose crew
saw our dunger, come opportuaely to our re-
liet.

Tuis somewhat exciting scene wus wourd
ap by the Captain baving to pay a hall
guirca as a consideration for the consump-
uon of His Majesty’s powder and ball.

Muy 1 not presume, Sir, that my re-peci-
ed lirethren were allowed to make their
egress through the narrows, without the ne-
cessiy of paying ten shillings and sixpence
steriing for being shot at—and;also exposed
to the peril of a watery grave.

jcother Daniel informs us in bis letter
that the little vessel which bore them along
in “ gallant style,’ proving as she pranced
onward from wave to wave ber “ ezcellent
sailing properties,” is cwoed by James Saint,
E-q TIbe vame falls tamilizrly on my ear
—und awakens 1n my soul a sweet response.
His venerated father was in the early years
of miy mission one of my most endeared and
valued friends.—A class leader—a local
preacher—a lover of our doctrine and dis
cipline—and & warm and generous supporter
ok gMethodism, in proportivn to the measure
ot i s meaws,

As was his name, 0 the power of divine
grace bad moulded his mature. He was a
Saint indeed ! 1 have in my possession, a
long letter, received from bim more than a
quarter of a century ago, which on account
of 1ts piety and sound sepse, I have of:
thought, ot sending for insertion in the Pro-
vincial Wesleyan. Squire James, wasd at
the time of my residence in Bonavista, of
cour:e quite & youth; but glad I am that
wor!dly prosperity has crowned his man-
hood’s prime—and above all that the Chair-
man of the District speaks ot him thus hon-
orably—that he ‘bas for years evinced a
lively interest in the work of God—and is
also the most liberal supporter of the. innds
of our church. Qar travellers to the north
baving run the guantlet of tbe narrows, are
now fairly at sea. Pdssing the sinuous en-
try to Quidi-Vidi cove, they come soon to
the land elevation known by the name of
the Sugar Loaf; trom whose conical top the
wind frequeatly falls strong and fisfully on
the canvass of the vessels as they sail be-
nesth, thereby ofien endangering lite and
property, and sometimes effecting the de-
straction of both, .

In connection with the memory of the past
we may be allowed for a moment bere to
pause.—| know but of one instance, though
oar Missionaries are so much exposed on the
island of Newfoundland tothe dangersof the

. -y t .
sea, in which any who bave laboured there lof Wallace ; and I am bappy to say that all | father, and the Treasary of these colonies will be | word goes forth to the thunderers of the| he Policy at

bave bad the destiny of a watery grave.

This occurrence took place in
the person of the Rev. John Ward, in pas-
sing this dangerous portion of the coast—an
event this which- brings to mind other cir-
enmstances than the loss of the person above
named.

The schooner was the property of Mr. |

Giles Hosier, a merchant then residing in
Bonavista, the father of my wife. His eld-
est son was on board. The schooner was
seen off this land, stroggling with wind and
wave. A signal of distress was flying from
the mast head. No relief could be rendered,
and therefore the vessel, laden with supplies
for the fishery, with all the hands on board
were soon submerged beneath the angry
billows.

Leaving this solemn event, the loss of a
Christian Missionary—an eldest son the en-
deared object of a family’s love and hope—a
member of the Church of Christ—the loss
of other lives, as well as property—in the
hands of Him whose providence permitted
it,—we pursue our northern course.

Passing Torbay, and places of lesser note,
we soon come to Cape St. Francis.

Recollections of the past compel me here
to pagse. In the coves immediately adja-
cent to the Cape I have on several occasions
bad the privilege of performing religious ser-
vice during the period of my appointment te
the Black Head Circuit .

Tho extensive revival with which the
Lord was pleased to visit that Circuit in
1829 extended up the Bayas far as Harbour
Grace, and across the Bay also, to these
Coves—a circomstance which led to the
visits above alluded to. Passing in imagi-
nation this Cape, with my respected Breth-
ren, we cross the Bay of Conception, con-
taining it is supposed from 26 to 30 thous.
and of the lnlng‘l population; Flamborough
bead as we pass over, looms its lofty bead
on the northern shore, nea~ which, in time
past, nature must have indalged in some fit-
fulepussion of displeasure, threatening ap-
parently to submerge that lofty eminence
beadlong in the waters of tbe Bay. The
e¥idence of this the traveller bhas oft per-
ceived, as be used in olden time to track his
uneven and wearying way from Island Cove
to Old Perlican.

Then leaving Bay DeVert in its quiet
nook, taking the inside passage, we glide
through the narrow straits dividing oif the
lslind of Baccaloo from Grates Cove point.

Two events connected with my Mission-
ary life here rush on my recollection.

The narrative of these, I must leave for
my next communication.

I am, Mr. Editor,
Yours, sincerely
R. Knienr.

The Ti:eological Professorship.

Dear Mz. EpiTor,— Allow me to trou-
ble you with another list of subscribers to
the Divinity Professorship, which will very
nearly complete the very successful efforts
of Brother Siewart in bis district. I en-
close to you, also, & subscription from a
beloved sister which I am certain will be
received by oar wide spread ¢onnexion in
these Provinces as a most appropriate trib-
ute paid 1o the memoary of a devoted and
honoured minister, aud, secoud!y, of our wor-
thy friead whose name the Professorship
bears.

How traly has it been said that ¢ the
widow's mite opened a mine of inexbaust-
ible wealth 1o the Church.”

How many hearts will pulsate with grate-
ful joy at the re production of cur ssinted
Brother Busby's name among those of his
brethren io a work which would undoubted-
ly bave drawn largely on his sympathies had
he iived to see it in progress. The recollec-
tion of his zeal and labours is pleasing to
bis breihren, and to his numerous friends;
may the offering be as  bread cast upon the
waters !” J. ALLIsON.

Mount Allison, Jan. 4th, 1860.

Will you add the following rames to the
Annapolis list :
In memory of the late Rev. S,
Busby, £1
Avery B. Piper, (Bridgetown) 1
Andrew Henderson, Esq, (An-
napolis) 1
NEWPORT CIRCUIT.

Nicholas Mosher, sen., £

John J. Colter,

Nicholas Mosbher, jr.,

Hugh Mosher,

William Mounce,

J. W. Allison, jr,

George Allison,

Robert W. Allison,

Miss Elder,

George A. Johnston,

James B. Johnston,

James Sterling,

James Chambers,

George Forest,

Arcanus Forest,

James L. Sterling,

Samuel Masters,

Andrew Cox,

Snall Sums, 1

£24 15 0

KEMPT CIRCUIT.

Cupt. George Armstrong, £2
George F Salter, 1
George Allen, 1
1
1
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Ezek. N. Mascers,
Charles Hayward,
John G. Burgess,
Wilcox Mosher,
George A. Burgess,
Frederick N. Burgess,
Joseph A. Mosher,
Robert H. Burg:sa,
I+aac B. Hareey,
Mrs. Cath. Mann,
Small Sums, 1

SOCCCOCCOCOCO

(=

£11 11 104
HALIFAX
Friend, (per Rev. Charles
Churehill, A. M, £1 0 0
WINDSOR CIRCUIT.

Mr.J. Elderkin, (Falmouth) £5
Capt. T. McDonald, (Mount
Denson,) 1 0

Let.ter' from Wallace.

For the Provincial Wesleyan.

Mg. Epitor,—The year which has jpst
closed has been one of unprecedented spirit-
ual prosperity to the Church of Christ.—
God has been displaying His wonder work-

ing power throughout Christendom. That
cloud. of Divine influence which, a few
mouoths ago, rested on the United States, is
Bow hovering over Euarope; and the effects
prove the presence and regenerating influ-
ence of the Holy Ghost, Those walls
which have long separated Chr st’s Charch,
are either crumbling to the ground, or the
minds of God’s people are being clevated by
trae love, so that they can look over and
recognize each other as brethren.

The glorious results which have followed
the united efforts of Christians in other
lands, have stimulated God's people in
some parts of Nova Scotia to adopt similar
means. A Union Prayer Meeting bas been
very auspiciously commenced in the village

the resident ministers have heartily united
in the good work.

The first meeting was condacted by the

Rev. Mr. Munro*r«-e Chareb). Oa the
platform were Rev. Mr. Allen, (We:izyan).
These ministers marnifested :owarc: each
Each in bis address ascribed it 1o Divine
influence that they had thus been :rought
together, and hoped that a brighter day was
beginning to dawn upon the Church. They
expressed themselves as exce-diogly sorry
that the Rev. Mr. Christie (Presh, Lerian)
who bad co-opcrated in the movemcnt, was
unavoidably absent. At the close ot the
| meeting, all felt that it was good 'or bre-
 thren to dwell togetber in unity.”
! t the first meeting of the new y ar, the
| President (Rev. Mr. McCurdy) rex! a cir-
cular, the first part of which was : voice
irom the East to all Christians; und the
second part a request from the Halifax
Union Prayer Mecting to Nova S-otians,
to unite in earnest prayer ior the con version
of sinners throughout the world. After
reading the above it was resolved, on mo-
tion of Rev, Mr. Allen, that all the denom-
inatious in connection with the Me:ting be
reqaested to meet in the Weslevan Charch
on Monday the O.h January, at 11 o'clock,
end 8t the Rev. Mr. McCurdy, o:ing the
oldest Minister in Wallace, be requ-sted to
preach a sermon on the occasion.

In conclusion [ may say, if the congrega-
gation be any criterion to judge by, we may
conclude that the interest feit in our Union
Prayer Meeting is increasing. Persons
come from a distance of six or eight miles,
and at an early hour the Terfperance Hall
is filled; and should the congregations con.
linue to increase, it will be nccessary to re-
move 10 a larger builing.

Wallace, 5th Jan. 1860,

Union Prayer Meeting.
WEDNESDAY, 4th Jan., 1860,

The Committee having on a previous day
issued a circular, requesting Ministe:: of the
various Evangelical Protestant Cburche . to meet
with them on, this cccasion for the parpose of
making arrangements for conducting d iring the
ensuing week, in concert with Christian - in other
parts of the world, special religious ser. ces, and
especially united prayer for the extensi o of the
Redeemer's Kiogdom, the commiites 10w met

and was constituted by prayer from th Rsv. R.
F. Uniacke.

The Cbhairmzn baving stated the obj. ot of the
meeting, it was, after consultation, agre d—

First. That the ministers of the var.ous Pro-
testant denominations, be respecifully 1..vited to
open their places of worship for Divin: Service
on Monday next, 9'h Jan, and to ins:itute in
their congregations such other special pablic re-
I'gious services throughout the week as 1hey may
deem advisable, and to impress upon ther people
the propriety of setting apart Monday first as a
day of fasting and humiliation, and ot cffering
fervent prayer suitable to the occasion through-
out the week, in their families and in private,
And furiber, that the ministers be reqested to
wake th> next ensuing Sabbath (Janu.ry 15(h)
as far as possible a day of united thank:iviog to
(God in relation to the same object.

Sccondly. That a general union prayer meet-
ing be beld, instead of the usual daily prayer
meeting, at Temperance Hall, on Fr.day, the
14th inst., at 11 o'clock, a. m., and a general
meeting at the same place for addresse: and de-
votional exercises on the evening of 'he same
day, at 7§ o'clock {and that T. A. 8. DeWolt
and Ricbard McLearn, E:quires, and 'be Rev
R. F. Uniacke be a committee to arr:nge res-
pecting such Meeting.

Thirdly, Tbat the morning prayer ineetings
be coatinued as usual at the Argyle street Cha-
pel, at 9 o'clock, a m., throughout tha week,
except on Friday. And that there be 7n addi-
tional prayer meeting at the same place ,n Mon-
day first, at three o’clock, p. m.

T. A. 8. DEWoLr, Chairman,
A. JaMEs, Secretary.

From the Christian Guardian.

Letter from a British Columbian
Missionary.

My Dear BroTakr —Tbe son, the only son,
of our dear friend and brother, D:. Ev:ns, is co
more. He left uson Saturday afternoor last for
the purpose of duck-shooting, and on Sabbath
morning was brougbt home a corpse. I: leaving
oa Saturday, be told me of bis baving praviously
shot two ducks, which the receding iide pre-
vented his obtaining. His non-return at dinner
time caused us a little uneasiness, and later in
the evening we became seriously .larmed.
Many ot our Canadian friends spent the night in
searching for the lost one, but until hulf<past 8
on Sabbath morning were unsuccessful. At that
time bis clotbes were discovered lying vu a rock
below high water matk, his gun (dis harged)
testing on them. Procuring a boat and | rapnels,
wo obtained his body a few yards from 1/.e shore,
lying on its face, the hands resting accoss the
beart, as if placed there under the inflaence of
devotion. A dead duck lying inshore, <cems to
prove that in endeavouring to secare ! is prize
he lost his Life.

You can well conceive the scriowin: state of
tbe dear family who bave thus sudden!, last en
cnly eou and brother. By the last waii came 10
them news of the death of a beloved mo' her and
grandmotber. Acknowledgments of th ;s fact to
friends in Canada will be coupled with a declara-
tioa sadder stiii. This foundation w.rk, my’
dear brother, is testing work ; and wher with it
are mingled bereavements of no comm: :: order,
t would but for the grace of God, be int .ierable.

The deceased was my dear friead. 1 .aw him
first at Ebenezer Camp Meeting, and t}-n com
menced a friendship broken oft now bt to be
renewed in eternity. I knew he was pous and
pure, and T loved bim for his simplicity and
guilelessness. From almost the first hour of his
missing I felt convioced of his death, -.ud only
scarched for bis body. From the bow, of the
boat I caugbt sight of bis dear remaine, ~nd as I
held his head on our return home, I thousht wiil
not our dear friends in Canada weep w th us in
our deep sorrow. The same baat that cinveyed
us from the vessel's side when first w: came
here, conveyed his lifeless body 10 the s:me bar-
hour and the same pier. We could not see this
then; bad it been so, we sbould have sunk
beneath it.

His death was sudden, and we were uapre~
pared to sustain it. He died young—tb- youth-
ful and promising are ever beloved. Wa are in
a strange land ; he was one of us; with him we
teit Canadas, and met the perils of our long
journey ; and to lose him 80 soon and o s:ddenly
ia a great grief. But mercy is mingl.d with
bereavement. We Lnow he is gone to be with
God, and that He who brought us bere hath
taken him bome. We bave his body ; cuspense
as 10 his fate wouid have deen ruinous. Although
far from home we have sympathizing triends ;
and above all these we have the sweet yresence
of a precious Saviour. His funeral takes place
to-morrow afternoon, his faneral sermon will be
preached next Sunday evening, (D. V) In his
capacity as treasury clerk, our deceased brother
was much valued. The Colonial Treasurer has

written an autograph letter of condolence to the

and Rev. Mr. McCurdy (Presvyte: .an).— |

other the kindiiest feelings of brother v love. |

closed on the afternoon of his interment.
It is now drawing towards midnizhe, the house
| i3 stiil, and the corp-e of my dear brotber is rest-

voices, and speak wih b
dious Albion, the deur Ally «

—

whatever terms a Company might

i French press to soften ddown 1heir most sweet | think fit to offer for it.
+d breath of p?!ﬁ“

It was with a view to remedy this very serio
f France. Obe-|evil that tha Colonial Life Aunrnnw
fusted to

; ing i an adjoining room. I feel that our mission | dience prompt and unhesitaic g ensues, suchy was founded, and its Management

| circle bas been brcken in upon. Who will be

Weli,
1wy fiom Yan. !
We came

the next ? Perhaps tbe wrier. heaven
| is cur bome, ard is no farther
couver’s Island than trom Canada.

here to sutfer as well as to do, and God belping

us we hope to conquer.

anxiety in carrying on our work, and erecting
bouses for the Lord. 1spak truiufully when I |
say that oar anxieties on these points are ncitber |
! few nor emall.  God's dispensations we can bear |
without reprcach, even while sufirring the most ;
but we cannot silently bebold bis cause suflering
witbout appealing for redress to those who bave
the weans of beiping it forward. May the Lord
imbue us ail with the spirit of our Master.
Yours faithfully,
A BrowNING.
Victoria, Nov. 7, 1859,

———eee—— - -

The Volunteer Movement.

It appears to go bravely on in this and
the adjoining province A large concourse
of persous from the parishes of Dorchester,
Sackville, aad Westmoreland, were lately
assembled and addressed by Lt. Colonel
F. E. Bousiord and others. The Borderer
says :—Alfter repeated ealls from the audi-
ence, the Rev. J. R. Narraway rose and
spcke as follows :—

GeNTLEMEN—I have no apology to offer
for my presence here to-day—none for the
cordial sympathy I cherish toward the patri-
otic movement so happily, I trust | may add,
successfully, by you begun. I heartuly ap-
prove of your purpose, «.nd shall be delighted
it aught L can say or rightfuily do shall aid
you in its accomplishment. 1 cannot permit
myself o think that uniting with my fel-
low-subjects “in the endeavor to arouse the
slumberiog energies and the unquestioned
loyalty of my countrymen, to that point of
patriotic fercour which shall impel them to
ruch mulitary orgunization as may be within
their reach, and which the mighty interests
they bave at stake demand—is passing be-
youd the sphere of professional daty, or is
in #Dy measure inconsistent with s just
performaunce. I do wot so read the records
of our boly religion as to believg that war
in Jefence of all that a good man upon earth
holds dear, is at variance with the letter or
spitit of Christianity. On the cootrary, I
bold that when the independence of a coun-
‘try is wantouly ascailed, or its great interests
jeopardised by the violence of a foreign foe,
all honourable means having been exhausted
to prevent the aggression, then, to christian
men, the fierce arbitrament of war becomes
a terrible bat an imperative pecessity. And
the blood red register of warlike achieve-
went abunduntly Jemonstrates that more
fearless, deathi-deflying heroism, never en-
nobled the dread carnage of ihe field of death
‘han that displayed by christisn soldiers, so
profoundly pencirated by fear of God as to
leave no place for fear of man. Among the
many thousands of Engiand’s chivalry,whose
remains lie entombed beueath the ceanty
soil of bleak Crimean hills, there were none,
whether they kept watch through the long
night in the deadly trench, exposed to the
biting blast and the benumbing cold—in
hunger and thirst, in nakedness and peril,
or with a woman's tenderness soothed the
last moments of a dying comrade, or breasted
ibe dark waves that came surgiog up the
rocks of Inkerman, or stood dauntiessly in
the thin red line of Balaclava—there were
aone ore worthy than Hed'ey Vicara, of
ihe country that gave him birth, or the cause
that sent him forth

Fertile of great men as India has lately
been—men who worthily upheld their coun-
iry’s name, and avenged her slaughtered
dead—not forgetful of that glorious old
Scotchmun, Lord Clyde, who, prodigal of
Lis own life, hoarded the lives of his soldiers
with a miser's care—not forgetful of the
other great men whom the hour created, at
least, revealed-—yet prominent, if not pre-
eminent, among all these, was Henry Law-
rence, in whom genius. and statesmanship,
and courage, were 8o finely blended ; and
Henry Havelock, of passionless intrepidity,
of stern devoton to duty, and simple, fervid
piety, redolent of the times and the men of
the Puriiun commonwealth, braver, truer
men than whom KEngland never named
among ker sows: and John Lawprence, of
the Punjaub, to wnose promptitude, sagacity,
compregensive combinations, strange mas-
tery over alien peoples, and moral courage,
England owes s0 much-—these wondertnl
brothers, and that wonderful ** Old Phlos,”
have again praved 1bat among Dritain’s
christian soldiers will ever be four.d some of
her ablest and most heroic defendets.

Gentlemen, were the sad hour to overtake
you, when yuur cities should be sacked, your
bamlets given up to plunder or to flame, your
liberties imperilied, the: altars of your God
desecrated, aed the light upon your hearth-
stone quenched in the bleod of your best be-
loved—the man among you who weuld
shrink from Lis country’s defence in the time
of her extremity, would be a craven ora
traitor unfit io & land ot Liberty to live, snd

doomed unwept to die.
Are there rumors of war? Do tLe signs |
of the times portend such an hour of troublc ? ,
Is there reasonuble probability that France, |
with wbom Engiand has dweit in amity for |
nearly halt a century, with whom she desires I
todwell in pence—that Fraoee, forgettul of |
Alma, of Irkerman, and Sebastopol, remem- |
bering only Waterloo, intends to renew the |
siruggle with Eogland, sustained, with brief |
intervals of rest, through eight hundred |
years ? Duoes the inscrutable being who sits |
upon the throne of France, finding his I alian |
laurcls already withering on his brow, intend |
seeking greener oues in the moister clime of|‘
the sea-girt Iste 7 Does he think a wreath |
gathered on British soil mbre worth the wear- i
ing thaa the sickly growthof the land of the
cypress and myrtle 7 Will he ficd coursge
to lay the axe at the 100t of the vcnerable
trunk that, lifting its spreading limbs pro-
tectingly alolt, throws grateful shadow |
around British homes ? ;
Gentlemen, that theme-is too compreken- |
sive—the facts connected therewiih too nu- |
merous, to be {rcated exhaustively here. I}
must give you convictions and impressions,
instead of lengthened wrgument. [ believe
that if a favourable opportunity off-r, Na-
poteon will make war with Britain. He can
at any (ime invent a cause of strife, if he
needs one. When such a time shall cgme,
{ I know not. It may be postpuned for ajsea-
son. Recently perhaps, the crowin_ of the
cock on the Gallic dunghill and the scream-
ing of the tame eagle bave been ratler more
threatening than incomplets preparations
would render it safe to indulge in jusi now.
The vene -h'e British Liot, " :cumbent some-
what too long, and reposing somewhat too
confidently on achieved greatness, gives un-
| mistakeable proof of displeasure at the cla-
{mour which disturbed his slumbers, and
| begins to disclose an array of teeth in a re-
{ murkably fine state of preservation, and |
| which have been telt at well remembered
{epochs in the past, from Cressy and Agin-
| court, interpolated through the centuries
"down to the Nile and Trafalgar, Hence the

As & COFETDMENt of by o »
sare. liu(, grn!!unr .".: t zh th
press bas changed irs won.

vards are copstruc ing fiizate
i)&l(rrir‘, and siecl-clad

l"x;::\h
French dock-
, and ﬂ.\ﬂiin;

:Lips, apd steam-

|

can alkre ed-| My W Thomas Thomson, a gentleman whosa
-wame bas long occupied a distinguished place

amon? the Actuaries of this kingdom.
The uodertaking was a bold one ; ‘or as ob

rams, with unremitting en r2y —the French | served h_v. Mr. Moir, who presided n ‘l‘be. Gen-
coasts bristle weekly with iccrensed arma. | eral Mceting of the Members, reported in our

preguable—the French srsenils are being
gorged with inexhaustible materials of war
—vast depots of coal for the French war
ships are Lring formed thicuztiout the world,
wherever France has foothoid, from which,
when the hour comes, 10 launch the red
thunderbolt of war.

The French policy is to autach to her the
Latin nations throughcut Eurcpe; and

{ Spain, by adroit management, may furnish
>
i fer

France on the Mauritunian coast a
counterpoise for Gibraltar. Very many
are the indications which warrant the be-
lief that Napoleon 111. intends or anticipates
war with Britain, and is most epergetically
preparing for the emergency. Yet, it may
be, ihat if Spain can forget the cruel per-

fidy of the first Napoleon, and lraly the |

faithlessness of the third, Russia, Prussia
and Austria may be sufficicnily sensitive o
the memories of earlier wars, and sufficiently
alive to the danger of a revived Napoleon-
ism to all Europe, as to combine in a de-
monstration of force so imposing and irresis-
tible as to compel the French Emperor to
forego the attack  But 1t is not "to be over-
Icoked that the war might asseme a charac-
ter o peculiar as.to leave Britain unaided
to bear the brunt of the-tremendous assault.
In such a crisis she must !ock to the justice
of her cause, to the valour aud genius of
ber cone, and, above all, to the favor of her
God.

And,' a‘ter ali, no considerations would
weigh more heavily with the French Ruler
than the fact that Britain and her Colenies
were armed from head to foot—that the un-
conquerable vigor of the Apglo-Saxon race
swept at full tide through the national heart
He will pause long before he delivers the
blow, if it be almost certain that retribution
sure and certain awaits the aggressor. De-
pend-upon it, Gentlemen, he knew the de-
fencelesa state of London, of Liverpool, of
Portsmouth, of Piymouth—of England's
dockyards, and arsenale, and marts of com-
merce—he knows what resistance the forti-
fications of Quebec would offcr to rifled can-
von—what forts guard Halifax—what guns
arm its citadel, what their calibre and range
—what a helpless prey S:. Jobn woulid
prove, and in what parts of IKngland’s Colo-
nial Empire he might hope to find British
subjects eager to welcome the eagles of
France. Nor less he knows how rapidiy
all the great strategetical pointa on the Eng-
lish coast are being fortified—how ceaseless-
ly blaze the fires that weld the iron bars for
ike Armstrong guns—how enthusiastically
progresses the volunteer rifle movemeut in
Great Britain—how thoroughly the nationsl
spirit 18 arcused. And when Volunteer
Rifle Companies spring up in all paris of
our land, animated by the true British spirit,
that fact will be known 1o him, an! will aid
to trouble the head that dreams of undoing
the work of Wolfe, so bravely fought on the
plains of Abrabam.

And if the strife must come, why,

*“ We have more of the blood tlat formed Inkerman's

Whea it ;muted in the whirlpool of death,
And ths foemen will find neither coward nor slave

*Neuth the red cross of England—tbe flag of the

brave.™

Fiercer blasts may chill your blood, and
more rigorous climes spread their smows
around your dweilings, than the men of
Ebngland koow ; yet, I doubt not, when the
crisis comes, you will act worthy of the
stock from whence you sprung Néw Bun-
ker Hills and Lexington’s will illastrate
Colonial History, not as mementoes of de-
feat and suffering to our motherland, but as
monuments of Colonial loyaliy and Colonial
valor. You must see to it that tc the native
manliness of your race you add the skill,
the discipline, and the organization without
which, in these times, valor must succamb.

But the French press were graciously
promising to us Colonists liberation from the
tyranoy of England. Frenchmen, who vo-
ted away their own liberties to the keeping
of a military despot, promise liberty to us !
to us, the freest people on earth, whosc herit-
age is an unfettered Bible—to us, who make
our government and unm:ke it, who make
our own laws, raise our own taxes, and ap-
propriate them, who enjoy tu the fullest ex-
tent the civil and religious liberty which our
fathers won by patriotic and martyr blood
—to us who think as we please, speak and
write what we please, go and stay where we
please ; French liberty to us, who speak 1he
langusge ot Milton and Burke, of Hampden
and Locke—who are the coun‘trymen of
Sydney and Russell, of Neison, ind Wel-
lingtor, and Peel! Neover! Never, at
least, for me. These Colonies may contain
the ashes of my faiher, my umther, and my
child, and ot all dear to me—mine shaii
find a resting place, if God permit, on some:
other shore, where the liberties:of my race
shall defy the despot’s power. But I have
no fear such liberty will bo imposed on
these Colonies or the Motherland, none
whatever. The etrugulc may be long and
bloody, but in the ¢nd, it ncediul for the re-
pose of Europe, an English ship might again
be found freighted with the fallen fortunes
of another d:sturber of nations—and ano-
ther Buonaparte might ficd a home and a
grave at St. Helena.

Colonial Life Assurance Com-
pany.

The Colonial, alihouph crigina'ly formed un-
der the prolific 7th and 8th Victoria, cap 110,
bas ceased for some years passed to be a Com-
pany under the Joint Stock Companies Act; the
special uatare of the business ot the Office and
the maguitude of the interests involved, baving
rendered it desirable that a separate Act of Par.
liament should be obtained fur 1he regulation of
the affairs of tle institution ; which Act recei:,
ed the Royal Assznt on the 2ad July, 1855

In a note in the PosT MAGAZINE ALMAN-
Ack for 1847, relating to the Irsurance opera-
ticns of the succeeding yea) it was stated tlat
* the promoters of the Culunial (ninety in num
ber,) consist of the lealing nobility, gentry, and
merchants of Scotland ; amons whom will be
found several who are counected with the
established Offizes.” In fact, alt¥ough regis(qd
as a new Associalion, the Culonial might alme
be regarded as a Branch of a pamber of old
Companies, that were cbliged to decline a large
amount of business in couscquence of its being
offered on the lives of persous about to proceed
to India or the Colonies, and on the lives of
Military and Naval Officers, or eea-faring per-
sons. This was a class of business which the
Offices generaliy were very chary of entering
upon ; and which many Companies never at.

tempted to touch. The conseqaence in many

instances was, that if the Policy-holder had occa,
sion to leave the kingdom for come distant part
of the world, the additional premium demarded
by some of the offices was 0 high as to be almost
prohibitory, or to occasion the abapdonment of

I do sincetely trust that some of cur monied | ments —new war posis s1e designed along | Present number, “ alihough betore the formation
. Rri e ’
friends in Cacada will save us from pecuniary |the British channel—cld ones rendered im- | ©t the Company the Directors bad endeavoured

to obtain the best statistical and medical infor-
mation for its goidanrce, until tbat period, [ he
ﬁl!} invéstigation of 1he Company’s atfairs. wh.ch
tcok place in 1854.] was approached with con-
siderabie anxiery, in consequence of the wide
and untried field of business on which the com-
pany had entered,aud the uncertainty whetber
some element seriously affecting the resuits
might pot accidentally, or unobserved!y, have
been overlooked in the calculations.” .h was,
we may suppose, in order (0 guard against such
contingencies in the great experiment upon
which they were entering, that the Directors
determined upon starting with a subscribed capi
tal of Five HuNprep Trnouvsaxp Pounps,
divided into Ten Thousand Shares of Fitty
Pounds each,—subsequenily increased to O~k
MirLioN, on a like principle of division.

Under the plan la:d down. Policies issued by
the Company were divided into classes, accord-
ing to the degree of risk supposed 10 arise trom
unbealthiness of climate, or from Military or Na
val employment. The bigher rates required for
these chmate and war risks only come in‘o
force from tbe time the Insurant quits Great Brit.
ain or Ireland; and cease on his return. -As.
surances eflected on the lives of parsons who
have not prevsously resided in a Tropical cli-
mate bear also a supplementary rate for the first
year, gradually ascending in amount (o the fourth
apnual payment when the individual becomes
Jree of-the Tropics ; and the supplementary rate
ceases,

The great advantage of this plan, for persons
who bave views of going abroad, is, that=% As-
surance oo their fives can be effected in thnd b
tonial Office, at the ordinary rates, with an ub-
solute right to proceed at any time to any part
of the world, on the payment of a specified ex-
tra rate, witbout trusting to the_ favour, or ca-
price of a Board possessing the power to impose
whatever terms they please for the addi‘ional
risk incurred.

From whbat bas been stated, the inference
might be drawn that these additional charges for
foreign residence would bring the rates of Prem-
im up to a very high figure. That this, how-
ever, is cot the case will be scen by a very cur-
sory inspection of the following Tabular state-
ment of the Company’s transactions for the last

five years.

Year ending

May 251h
1855
1856
1857

Amount of new
Business effected

£319,371
839,623
804,190
1858 316 809 11,5607
1859 347,006 12,763
These fizures shew that the average rate of
premium upon the whole of the Policies issued
by the Office during the last five years is about
three and three-quarters pi® cent. It might be
supposed that a large amount of business must
be transacted by the Office in the Home depart-
ment in order to reduce the average rate to so
low a per centage, considering the nature of the
risks ; but we find by the annual report for_the
year 1854, that its new business was thus dis-
tribu‘ed : —

New Premiums.
£1242
18,061
11057

Great Britain (principally parties

going abroad,) £85809 14 0
North America, 82542 14 10
West Indies, 41,184 17 0
East Indies, including Ceylon

and Ciyina, 80931 12 0
Capeot Good Hope and Mauritius 17,900 0 0

£308,368 17 10

If the Home business and the Foreign business
sbould still maintain the same relation, in respeot
of amount, the rate 6! Premium chirgad by the
office for Foreiga risks must be much less than
people geoerally suppose ; and it is worthy of
remark that the average rate of premium bas
steadily bacome lessened in amount from the
commencement of bu#iness in 1846 to the present
time.

A very good test, we believe, df the position of
a Life Assurance Company whose business has
been at all uniform is to take its accumulated
Fund at different periods, and compare it with
the receipte for tbe three, or four preceding
years; and upon adopting this test in respect of
the Colonial, we find that the results are qaite
as eatisfactory as those arisiog from a like com-
parison of the annual receipts and accumulated
assets of Companies enjoying a bigh reputation
for prudence in management and the «xtent of
their transactions.

The Company, daring the period to which 1+
recent. Quinquennial Iuvestigation applies, has
been exposed to two severe trials, the Crimean
war and the Indian Mutinies. With respect to
tbe former the report records the remarkable
fact that “ no claim arose on the Coml.uny s
funds as the result of thdt campaign, except on
ooe Policy, not on"a military- man.” The fact
may serve to allay the apprehensions of Direc-
tors who are doubtiog whether it is safe to allow
Iosurdnts to join the Rifle Corps without pay.
ment of additionsal premium. The ludian Mu-
tiny was rather a more serious affair. Ihe
claims arising out of it, however only amounted
to £7299; whereas if we take the average rate
of Premiums upon the ordinary risks of an cfilce
at £12 164. and set it against the average rate
of £3 15s. charged under the Colonial scale the
excess arising upon £70 000, which we aerume
would be about the amount of Premiums receiv.
ed by the Company n 1856, would be £17,734.
We thus get an insight ioto the source from
which the Company during the last flve years
bave obiained a positive surplus of £66,000 ap-
plicable for immediate appropriation. Of this
sum the Directors very wisely set aside £30,000
as an addition to the company’s guaractee Fuud,
according to the provision of the 13'h clause ot
the Company’s Aet ; by which such additions are
to be made * until the sum at the credit of the
said amount shall smount to two hundred and
fifty thonsand pounds at the least.” The next
Mautioy in India, or the next Crimcan war, may
inflict a severe wound and leave a deeper scar
upon the Company’s funds ; and it is therefore,
prudent to be prepared for such a contingency
ont of the means specially created for effecting a
reparation of the evil. Of the remaining sum,

£34,518 bas been apportioned for the purpose of
making reversionary additions to the Company’s ®
icies; being at the rate of £1 10s per cent per
nnum on the eums assured, for each year since
the preceding investigation. Ouo that occasion
the apportioned surplus was equivalent to £2
per cent. per annum, for the period to which it
applied ; and in explanation of the reduction the
Directors remark in tbeir report that—*“ When
it is borne in mind that the Company bave since
1854, reduced their rates of premiums for various
classes of assurance, the difference is easily ex-
plained ; and the Actuary bas proved to the Di-
rectors, by a careful calculation, that these de-
ductions amountto no less than £10,000—an
amount which, bad it been received, would bave
authorized the declaration of a bonus at the high-
er rate.” &
This explanation will account for the circum-
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