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6 ’ THE WESLEYAN.

_the military power of the Proviuce, such a skilful

and truly Christian oflicer as Sir John Colborue is
known to be. Had the aggressive movements of the
Rebels been delayed a little lonzer, or had there been
an ineflicient Commander in the Provinee, itisim-
possible to estimate the amount ot suffering that
wonld have been intlicted upon the country.

While you will be careful to avoid all unneeesaary
intermeddling with political affuirs,and strictly adher
to the spirit and letter of the instructions which you

have received as Wesleyan Methodist Missionaries,

you will not fail to inculcate upon your peaple those
zreat lessons of loyalty to our Most Gracious Sover-
cign and her Representatives in Cuivda, and acor-
Mdial obedience to the laws which it is your duty, a~
Ministers of the New ‘T'estament, always to enforee
npon the flocks committed to your care 5 bhut espe-

“cially at the present time, when evil men amd sedu-
_ cers hgve lifted up the standard ot rebellion amonust

vou, and have arrayed themselves against the M-
jesty of the ‘Throne, and the authority of the laws.
While civil disputes and party politics are confined
within Constitutional boundaries and limits, it is, of
course, your duty rigidly to adhere to the part of
vour printed instructions which requires you entirely
to abstain from them ; but when civil disputes de-
generate into civil war, and party polities lead to
treasonable acts, then you should, with &t. Paul, ex-
hort all to whoin you have access, to be subject to the
higher powers, and constantly urge upon those who
are in danger of being seduced from all allegiance,
that ancient and sound precept—*‘ Fear thou the
.ord and the King, and meddle not with those that
arc given to change.” And il for so doing ‘you
should he called to suffer reproach, patiently endure
it, and He whom you scrve in the Gospel of his Son
will in due time, make your enemies be at peace with
vou. I need not remind you of the conduct of our ve-
nerable founder, at the commencement of the Ameri-
ean war, and of the boldness with which he rebuked
the disatTected Colonists of that dayv, although they
had much stronger reasons for the course which they
pursued, than these unhappy and wretched men
amongst you had for the wicked attempt which they
have made to separate the Canadas from the mother
('Ulll)(l‘_\’.

You will not fail in this season of alarm and suf-
ferings, to exhort our people to be instant in prayer
and supplication to their covenant God, who alone is
able to save them. Not only should this grace be
exereised in seeret and around the domestic altar,
hut wherever it iy practicable, meetings for social
prayer should be held, and the divine blessing and
protection be publicly and earnestly implored for
themselves and others, and especially for those who
are placed in authority over them. We are happy
to learn by a letter from our estcemed brother Lu-
sher, that this plan has been agopted at Montreal,
and as it has been highly beneficial on that importam‘
station, we are the ‘more anxious that it should be
eenerally adopted. *  Such has heen the practice of!

| MISCELLANEOUS.
i —
| Wi have been tavoured by a friend with the fuliow.
ling extracttroma correspondence in *“ The Chureh,»

a religions periodical published at Coboury, U, ¢,

|
nada. The writer of the reply is well known tg yyg

'ny of our readers. The objectionable remarks are
] ON CONVERSION.

i« Ldonotask wehen amnan tirst believed in Chrig
hat does he ume believe o him 2 T do ey (le-,
sire to Know when people were awakened, nop
thowe they were awakened, unless they were awaken.
fwl to go on living to God. [ am not fond of the re.
[verie stories that some tell about conversion, lf!ving
temphasis on the hour when, and the plars eher,.
I &0 not by instantaneous impulsex, but hy the per-
manent effects ot the holy mind of Godereated in the
regenerate.”—Cobours Chureh, No. xu.

REPLY.
Totee [litor of the Chsyren,

Rreveresn Sig,—My attention has heen called hy
a friend to a reeent number ot < 'The Chureh’® whieh
containg a passage relating to ronversion of whieh,
I am constrained to say the phraseology appears tn
me objectionable ; and the rendency of very doubtful
utility. I would not be under<tood to l'll(‘nl'i()n OrSis-
pect the rectitude of your motives in making your pa-
per the vehicle of such sentiments as the passage re-
ferred to embodies.  Permit me to express myahigh
frvspnct for your Christian and Clerical character,
which is not the less estimable in my view, from he-
ing aseociated with a firm and filial attachmentto the
venerable Establishment of which you are a minis-
ter. Her Liturgy [ admire only less than the devo-
tional promptings of inspiration ; and on all the ca-
vital points of the Christian Systemn, her Articles and

omilies are the beet human exponents of my belief.
—Far then trom my breast, inaddressing to you these
observations, be the wish to foment the acrimony of
the adium theologicum which has so ofien given point
and aggravation tothe malignanttaunt of the Infidel,

tantene animis calestibus ire ?

‘The passage in question involves in indiscriminate
suspicion, the spiritual character of all who, in tra-
cing the history of their religiousexperience, ¢ lay em-
- phasis on the hour when and the place where the love
wf God was firstshed abroad in their hearts.--It is spon-
taneously granted that time and place are merely cir-
cumstances of conversion , and though a reference to
them can hardly fail to be both animating and salutary
to the real believer’s iind, a distinct recollection of
them, isnot, in vur apprehension, essential in order to
evince a genuineness ot the work of divine grace.
It is obvious, however, that there must be a specific
time when conversion takes place, and, from the
magnitude of the change, invorving as it does, our
most solemn relations to the Deity, and the infusion
of the elements of a new and divine nature into the

the people of God in all azes ; and the history of the | soul, one would bz very naturally led to ceive
Church duting every period,of time, d monstrates its! anterior to the examination of aly] directcon'blelnco’
importance and utility.  While, thin, God invites' upon the subject, that whoever receiyves }Ie‘”s i 0
vou from hic holy place to call upon hun in the day ' heartstirring must have a vivid prec s essm;ggt
of trouble, draw near in full assurtuce of faith, and| Such was the persuasion entermigofi“i)ptm: ° '..;
he will deliver you from all your enemiecs. May and philosophic Paley. ¢¢ A chan P;: hy . e n?‘u.
the shepherd of Israel and the Suviour thereof, keep' entire, so decp, and important as fhli —l ?1“)17’ :0
vou and vours from evil, and deliver you and honourbe conversion ; and no one who issi‘n th:sni(uoav:io:

you, and show you hissalvation.

# 5 . .
I remain, for Colleagues and self,
Your's truly, R. Avoes.

¢

= We have the happiness to state that the Weslevan Society at
Quebee, lopted a sunilar plan at the comncencement of the out-
hreak, and have appropriated every Monday evening to the sl:l('rrd'1
duty of pnblic prayer, and they have rcazon ty think with great
I'enefit to e congregation in geaeral, W. C. '

&

above deseribed, can be saved without undergoing
it ; and he must, nccessarily, both he sensihleaof it
at the same tinic, and remember it all his life after
;;)n‘:':!:. {\t is too momentous an event ever to be for
2 man may a ily i
shjpwreck.‘" (S('eyhi:g::l';‘o::r)get his cscape from
N 1 he numerous cases of conversion recorded in the
New Testament, were, indisputably, almost without

* N¢. aL. March 27.
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