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serve nll thinrsw hatsomc r I h wve commmanded you:

in that rite also we, undergo a mystical death unto sin,
a mystical separation from the world, which St. Paul
ealls beine < Luried with Christ inor by haptisin 17
and a myvstical resurrection tonewnes < of life, throush
Chri%"s»ruurrcclion {rom the dead.  Thus in circum-
cision, an obiization of {with in the pronises made to
Abraham, and an collization to holivess of” Iife, and
to the ob-crvanee of the divine laws, was contracted
and Mo« therefore, in a passaze above quoted, ar-
gues from that peculiar visible relation of the Israel-
ites to God, produced by outward circuneision, to the
duty of circumeising the heart: @ The Lord had a
delicht in thy fathers to lovethem, and he chose thew
scad after them, even vou above sl people; circum-
cise thercfore the foreskin of your heart,” Deut.
x. 13.

If then we brine all Ihvw considerations under one
view, weshall ind it sutiicientdy established that bap-
tist is the <ian and seal of the covenant of grace un-
der its pertected dispensation j—that it is the garand
initiat)ry nct be which we enter’iato this covenant in
order to elaim all its >pivri1u:x2 blossiner<; and to take
upon ourselves all its oblizations (—that it was ap-
pointed Ly Jesus Christ in a tanner which plainly
put it in the place of circumcision :(—that it is now
the means by which men becotme Abralian’s spiritual
children, and heirs with him of the promise, which
was the oilice of circumeision, until *“the seed,” the
Mes<ialy, shoullecome ;—and that baptisin is theve-
fore expressly called by St Paul, ¢ the circumeision
of Chri~t,” cr Christicn circmmieision, in a schse
which ezn only feport that Laptism has now taken
the place of the Abraliamic rice.

Theouly objecdon of any plausibility which has
been vrzed by Auntipiedobapiist writers against the
substitution of baptisin for ciicumeision, i< thus stated
by Mr. Booth o It bapti i succeded in the place
of circunicision, how came it that hoth of them were
i full toree at the sae time, that i<, from the com-
mencement of Joubin's ininistry to the death of Christ?
For one thing tv come i the room of another, and
the fatter to hold its place, is an odd hind of succes-
sion, Admitting ihe succession pretended, how cance
it that Paul civeumeised Thuothy, after Lie had Leen
baptized 22 ‘That circumcision was practised aloig
with baptism from John the Baptist's ministry to the
death ot Christ muy be very readily granted, with-
out aflecting the question ; for baptisin could not be

made the ~iznand seal of .the perfected covenant of

grace, until thit covenant was both pertected and ful-
ly expliined and proposed for acceptance, which did
not take place until witer “the blood of the everlust-
ded, and our Lord had ohened
it full import to lhv apostles; who were to publish it

‘“to all nations” atter his resurrection.

g covenant” we

\(.‘l.bllh!l"])
we find that haptism was formally made the rite of
mitiation into this eovonant for the first time when
our Lord gave commiis<sion to his disciples to ““ go and
teach all nations, Implmn" them in the name of the
Father, and of the S, and of the Holy Ghost,"—
he that Lelieveth amd is baptized shall be saved.”

John’s baptisin was upon profession of repentance,
aud faith in the speedy appearance of Him who wag
to baptize with the Holy Ghost and five ; and our
Lord’s baptisin by his diseiples was adininistered to
those Jews that believad o himg 2x the Messias, o)t
of whom, Iitke the apestles, waited for a fuller de-
velopement of his character and otiices. For, since the
rew covenant was not then tully perfected, it could
not be proposed in any other way than to prepare
them that bhelieved in Christ by its partial but increas-
ing manifestation in the discourses of our Lord, for
the tull declaration both of its benefits and obliga-
tions; which declaration was not made cuntil after
his resurrection.  VWhatever the nature and intent of
that baptism which our Lord by his disciples adminis-
tered mizht be, (a point on which we have no infor-
mation,) like that of John it looked to something yet
ty come, and was not certainly that baptism in the
name ¢ of the Father, and of the Son, and of the

Holy Gliost,” which was afterward instituted as the

standing initiatory rite into the Christian Church.

As tor the cireumcision of "Uimothy, and the practice

of that rite among many of the Hebrew helievers, it

has already been accounted for. It indeed the "Bap-

tist writers could show that the apostles sanctioned the

practice of circumcision as a seal of the old covenant,

either as it was Abrahamic or Mosaic, or both, then

there would be some force in the argument that one

could not succeed the other, if both were continued

under inspired authority.  But we have the most de-

cided testimony of the Apostle Paul against any such

use of cireumcision ; and he makes it, when prac-

ti=e.lin that view, a total abnegation of Christ and the

new covenani.  Itfollows, then, that whea circuwmei-

sion was continued by any connivance of the apostles,

—and certainly they did no more than connive at it,—

it was practised upon some grounds which did not re-

eard it as the seal of any covenant, from national

custon or prejudice, a feeling to which the Apostie
Paul himselt yielded in the case of ‘Timothy. Hecir-

cumcized him, but not from any counviction of neces-

sity, since he unitormly declared circumeision to have

vanished away with thatdispensation of the covenant

ol which it was the scal through the bringing in of

Letter hiope,

We niay here add, that an early father, Justin
Martyr, tokes the same view of the substitution of
circumcision by Christian bapti=m : ¢ We, Gentiles,”
Justin olserves, ¢ have not received that circum-
cision according to the flesh, but that which is spiritual
—and morcover, for indeed we were sinners, we have
received this in baptism, through God’s mercy, apd it
is enjoined ¢n wil to reccive it in like maa-
neyr.”?

Il ‘The nature of baptism having been thus
explained, we may proceed to consider its subjects.

That believers are the proper subjects of baptisin,
as they were of circumcision, is beyond dispute. A3
it would have been a monstrous perversion of cireuti
cision’to have administered it to any person, being of
adult age, who did not believe in the true and living
God, and in the expected * seed of Abrabam,” in
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