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18 FOUNDED lsfiflTHE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.
rtilfl of being a helper in the horticultural 
. cause in Canada. You know of that
•* phase in our make-up which disposes

us to think well of our own. Now, 
in my spot in Ontario we have a 
pride in clean streets. We glory in 
overhanging shade trees, 
cate well-kept lawns and good gar- 

About our premises in 
you may notice the product of

great philosopher in ancient Greece, 
which we ought to take to heart to
day.

road, has prepared for presentation 
at the Providence meeting, in No- 
vember. He calls attention to the 

Here are a few concrete objects fact that improvements instituted 
which our societies should work for, by that company at suburban sta- uy Rev. 
as distinguished from more general tions have uniformly resulted in a 
civic ideas, viz. : greater business to that station, and

Preservation of the natural beauty- therefore have paid the railroad. He 
spots. points out that those looking for

Removal of unsightly bill-boards, homes are attracted by pleasant sur
paies, overhead wires and signs. roundings, and repelled by ugly

Object-lessons on how to plant the r°undmgs, and that, therefore, the 
home grounds, showing the impor- Prosperity of the community is di- 
tance of a right start, etc rectly connected with its relation to

Offering prizes for the. best porch the improvement movement, 
window and garden display. 3- R would seem to me that the

_ A relentless war against dirty horticultural associations might be 
garbagelstrewn streets and vacant’ mterested in civic improvement, al- 
weed-grown lots. ’ so> because of the way in which irn-

Bringing influence to bear so as to Payement conditions tend to satis- 
make railway-station grounds tidy faction and permanence in the mat- 
end attractive. First impressions t*r of industrial workmen. Some of 
Aré usually lasting ones, and un- the most successful manufacturers 
favorable impressions can only be rfJiz? the importance of providing 
formed by uncouth conditions about ^easing surroundings, helpful recrea- 
a town’s main gateway. A pretty *1.on and proper playground facili- 
station, with flowers and vines, will ,tles ,for the workmen and their fami- 
afford pleasure to every resident:—- “es ln a self-respecting way, to the every visitor and every traveller whT *nd of keeping these workmen sober, 
passes that way. Cemetery im- baPPy and contented, 
provement : ** God’s Acre,” in many 4- The education of children pro- 
towns and villages in Canada, is a ceeds through the eye. Ugly sur- 
wUderness of Angled weeds and roundings give an education in ugli- 
matted grass—the most dreary, neg- ness., 
lected waste in the countryside ; 
standing reproach to our Christian 
faith.

• Enough perennials and bedding tion in ill-looking and evil-smelling
surroundings. Yet this point has 
been lost sight of all over our great 
continent, and we grow our children 
in pigpen conditions, wondering, 
after a while, why they do not appre-

HOW ARE WE TO EX 
FUNDS TO TH BEST

fv A. H. Scott. M. A., Perth, 
Ont. We advo-

(A paper also rich in suggestion to all 
interested in seeing beauty dis- dens, 

mcr
intelligent cultivation, and if

sum-who are 
place ugliness in Canada.)

friend who has riches and 
He says that he hopes 

after him will take

you
visit us in ther winter we will show 
you something that is rewarding in 
the indoor culture. A part of 
pleasure is the result, I believe, of a 
certain expenditure for the bulbs and 
shrubs that reach us through the 
Perth Horticultural Society.

sur- I have a 
a garden; 
those who come
as much pleasure in spending ni 
money as he takes in making 1 .
Other people may be right or they 

be wrong, but they say that Mr.
----- arrudees the expenditure of

a dollar unless he can see how it will It soon became impressed upon our 
a aouar unie „ The oniy members that they were scarcely jus

tifying) their horticultural existence

« $our

may

make another
"endi'^eV”the* uptev°md‘«mb"- by coining tbit attontio. to.the_

finance, but I know to his credit, he 
is seized of the horticultural idea.

To the horticultural idea belongs, 
necessarily, some right conception of 
money. In Qur fair Ontario the 
right expenditure of smaller or larger 

of money at the present time, 
for the purpose of soil and garden de
velopment, counts for a great deal.

Beautiful surroundings give «• A dollar in a university is worth 
^ an education in beauty. No one morc than a dollar in a jail.” Since

would for a moment suggest that the cultivated mankind from time im- 
better citizens grew out of an educa- memorial has shown a hereditary

tendency for the soil, and inasmuch 
“ to own, to till and to beautify 

a bit of land, no matter how humble, 
is the absorbing desire of most men 
of moral breadth,
that an, association such as ours, and 

date healthful and beautiful condi- . operating at a time and place such

or household use. So they looked 
about and asked what mere they 
could do. Their attention was fixed 
upon the places where many pioneers 
in the Perth district were sleeping. 
A new piece of land had been pur
chased for a general cemetery, and 
when the community began to bury 
its dead in the large place the old 
grounds came to be neglected. 
Prompted, no dcxubt, in some measure 
by attachment to Him through whose 
grace and power the dead are to rise 
again, in some measure, too, out of 
respect for the memory ot the de
parted, and in a great measure by 
that sense of propriety which i s 
shocked to see the stone wall of a 
sacred place broken down and mounds 
that should be putting forth green 
grass grown over with nettles, 
society contributed out of its 
funds, and added to these through 
personal solicitation among the 
townspeople, with the result that the 
old burial grounds, belonging to the 
Presbyterians, Anglicans, Methodists 
and Roman Catholics, have been made 
new. Perhaps no expenditure has 
given more satisfaction to our 
bers and to our citizens than this 
upon God’s Acre.

Some of the funds belonging to 
society have been expended in vari
ous ways along the line of civic im
provement. Ornamentation of pub
lic buildings with blooming boxes and 
hanging baskets has been done, 
society has helped to prepare the way 
lor beautifying the grounds about the 
place, which is conspicuous when we 
are leaving our homes and returning 
to them again at the 
travel.

<>ur most recent service was one in 
which we were associated and assist
ed by one of the departments of the 
Dominion Government. A waterway 
leads from our town to the Rideau, 
which again opens on the one side to 
the St. Lawrence, and on the other 

The basin at
end is the head of navigation, 
banks were unkempt. But now, the 

, government of Canada and the Perth
sin to shut up money where it breeds Horticultural Society havinr joined 
worms. It is better to give the dol- hands in the enterprise, there is a 
ar plenty of air that people may get new order of things since the banks 

from it the sweetness of the haw- of the Tay were subjected to the skill
1 iorn' ar*d culture of the landscape deco

rator.

*■.
sums

X

plants to embellish scores of small 
gardens are thrown away every year 
by professional gardeners on a large 
scale. It would be a good plan for 
our societies to request these florists 
with an embarrassment of riches to 
save their surplus plants for the 
benefits of schools, etc., who would 
be only too glad to send and get 
them. <

as

it is important

our
o.wn

I fear my address has already 
transgressed in length the bounds 
of time set for it, but I cannot con
clude without giving you a final 
summing up and reinforcement of my 
argument, which I take special pride 
in doing in the clear, cogent and 
concise language of Mr. J. Horace 
McFarlane, the distinguished Presi
dent of the American Civic Associa
tion, whose eloquence of voice and 
elegence of pen have accomplished 
wonders for ” a more beautiful 
America.”

Having written to Mr. McFarlane, 
informing him that I had been in
vited to prepare this address, and 
asking him for suggestions that 
would help to inspire a great civic 
awakening in this Province along the 
lines inaugurated by the Horticultur
al Societies in Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, Minnesota and Philadelphia, 
and other parts of the United States, 
I had the honor to receive the fol
lowing reply :

mem-

our

:
The

season of
A Good Road, but Bare, Bleak and Uninteresting for Want of Trees

Along the Fences.I I

tions as fully as they ought to. I am as this, should encourage a sane and 
sure that I am within the facts when generous expenditure of such moneys 
I say that it will pay any community as may be within range of our influ- 
to surround its children with clean 
beauty, to cause them to hate ugli
ness.

ence and advocacy, 
places in the Province, to go no far
ther just now than our own bounda
ries, are susceptible to the chaste 
touch of horticulture, it would be a

When so many
Harrisburg, Pa.,

Sept. 19 th, 1907.
to the Ottawa. our

The
Dear Sir,—In respect to the sub- 5. In making a final suggestion to 

ject of your address, I may say that your associations, it would be that 
it seems to me that the horticultural the members resolve themselves into 

- associations and societies through- units for work, beginning with that
out the Province of Ontario can work about the home.....................
very profitably take up civic im- When these units have thus 
provement for many reasons, among acted, they will be ready to 
which might be cited the following ; fight against the ugliness of bill- 

1. To the prosperity of the horti- boards, the correction of poles and 
cultural trades, civic improvement wires, mutilation of trees, and other 
directly tends, for, aside from the ways in which so-called enterprise 
mere physical and decent cleaning- has turned our beautiful America, in 

. up which precedes adornment, most of some portions, into a most unbeauti- 
the adornment is connected with the ful condition. These same units, 

of seeds, plants, trees and vines, then proceeding, will insist upon
school- 

will

How to expend to the best advan
tage the funds at the disposal of 
horticulture in Ontario is a subject 
which, as it appears to 
person should assume 
haustively. 
ditions vary, 
in the local treasuries, 
is in the hands of the Government" 
Some of it is in private hands ready 
for use when friends of the garden 
and appreciators of the soil 
have influence sufficient to 
doors for

I hese arc sample instances *f what 
has been done in a single place. Ex
penditures for kindred purposes in 
places where other conditions obtain 
would seem to be 
the localities, and 
the right trend of 
ciety endeavor.

I aking a wider outlook, it appears 
° Ute doors are presented to us

m the three following directions : 
open the d) We should be free

ture’s oDerat/onf^ kn°w’edSe of na~ m°ney to bring in men and 
i,u c s operations. Hut if we are dis- who are mnnhin f « . ,. ,posed to listen to what others have He platform h f maklnK the

sr: ïssw.-s d xr* T„-ri~’°V-;<y
suggest, and follow suggestion wit fishing The fisher gOCSpatient persistent endeavor, there is « i-W-honore^a^d re p^ed" butR !s 
no reason why this favored Province too had inasmuch u?' b *
m this western world, should not lx', is intellectTal mnplovmtot

beautiful cult, like those torches of gar^nXhÎn'it’is" to-day * Welkkep' aCr°S ^l/be locked up

which the Latin poet speaks, which Let me proceed through ' , 80 .mnn> operators on the
passed from hand to hand until the instance. The Horticultural c°ncretp aie unmi1 îated and uninformed.
whole land was aflame with light of which , a nxmhlr i! a V of V P°wcr the living voice

am a member is desirous of an interested jxersonality who will

me, no one 
to treat ex- 

Con-We know in part 
Some of our m advantage oL 

keeping with*) 
•ticultural So-^'

is
of ituse

There is, therefore, a good business pleasant surroundings for 
reason, if such were necessary, for grounds, so that the children 
the interest of horticulturists in civic not have to live through the years 
improvement. The amateur in hor- Qf their education in unsatisfactory 
ticulture has the best opportunity to and sometimes unsanitary conditions, 
be a good civic improver, because he I have the greatest faith in the 
has knowledge of the materials which future of Ontario, and I sincerely 
help to make the surroundings of his trust your address may be an inspir- 
home and his home town more jng one, with the greatest benefit to 
beautiful. the earnest people who will hear you.

2. It would seem to me that these 
associations, interested in the pros
perity of bustling, active Ontario, 
would have reason to undertake civic 

work, because such

1
shall

to spend 
womenI

C
j. Horace McFarlane,

Pres. A. C. A.
Ladies and gentlemen, representa

tives of the horticultural societies of 
Sig- Ontario, let us propagate

improvement
work always increases values, 
nificant commentary from this side of 
the case is presented in a paper 
which the chief engineer of the Main- 

of Way, of the Penn. Rail-
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