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E. C. Drury Called to Form
Government.

The die is cast. The farmers, who, as a result of the
election, find themselves the majority party in the
islature of Ontario, are going to get the credit or the
lame for the next administration according as that
admininstration is good or indifferent. So long as the
People generally continue jn their present frame of mind,
we believe the new Farmer-Labor coalition’ will be
judged fairly, and with the small working majority Mr.
rury and his colleagues have, they will be obliged to
depend, to a considerable extent, on public opinion
for the maintenance and continuance of their Govern-
ment. A more earnest and sincere group of men were
never brought together for the purpose of constructing
a Government, and jf they fail to interpret the spirit
of the people in their new legislation, and in the en-
orcement of that now on the Statute Books, it will
ue to the lack of experience more than to the ab-
sence of a desire to honestly discharge their obligations
and duties to the state. )
On Wednesday, October 29, E. C. Drury, of Barrie,
was unanimousily chosen by the farmer members-
elect to be the Leader of the new party. The names of
I. J. Motrison; Secretary of the U. F. O.; Peter Smith,
South Perth, and Beniah Bowman, of Manitoulin,
were also put before the Convention, but they all with-
drew, making the choice of Mr. Drury for the next
remier of Ontario unanimous. On Thursday evening

T. Jrury went home with the expectation of getting
a little rest and putting his farm in shape before re-
CeIVIng a summons from the Lieutenant-Governor to
fOrm.a Cabinet and carry on the Government of this
Province. However, a very long respite was not granted,
for on Saturday, November 1, Sir William Hearst
tendered the resignation of his Government and the
Lieutenant-Governor wired the new Premier to come
to Toronto and confer with him in regard to his new
responsihilities. .

Ernest Charles Drury is known to the readers of this
paper and Ontario farmers generally. He is one of the
best extempore speakers in the Province, but never so
much at home as when discussing the ‘‘iniquitous

anadian tariff.” He s 5 formidable opponent in debate,
and in this regard will compare very favorably with
any Premiers the Province has had. ~In fact, politics
IS not new to Mr. Drury. His father was Minister of -
Government, and the younger

en a keen interest in public

affairs, with more emphasis, perhaps, on federal than
on provincial matters, When the U. F. O. was first
orgamized in the spring of 1914, E. C. Drury was chosen
as its first President to carry it through the trying period
of childhood, and, now that the farmer party must
assume the responsibility of Government, upon his
shoulders has been cast the burden of constructing a
cabinet and guiding the administration during the first
and most critica] period. Mr. Drury himself says:
‘“My friends sometimes tell me that I talk too much,
ave never yet had to take anything back.”

itici er is that he is perhaps
too willing to accept every man at par value,
critical enough of human nature. Mr.

rury himself is the embodiment of earnestness and
Ss, and any mistakes he might possibly make in
regard to the sizing up of the other fellow will be due to

his own liberal possession of virtues which he expects to
find in his brotherman.

The church anc

ury has always tak

1 school are situated very close to the
Drury homestead, and in the activities of these Mr.
Drury has played a prominent part. As a local
preacher he has an enviable reputation. A ‘‘loea
sinmer” remarked to the writer when discussing the new
honor which had been conferred on the Barrie District:
“I don’t know 1 preacher who can make a stronger or
more fluent appeal than the same Ernest Drury.”

THE PREMIER AS A FARMER.
In the yea; 1900, E. C. Drury cempleted his course
at  the (. A, C. and went back to farming
In earnest, jn partnership with his father on the Drury
homestead at Crown Hill, which is a little community
five miles from Barrie on the Penctang road, which is
not considered populace enough under the new dispensa-
tion toboast of 5 post office. Two hundred acres of this
farm havebeen in the family for a hundred years,but the
farm now comprises 250 acres, and Mr. Drury. has been
sole Proporietor for fifteen years. General and mixed
farming s carried on and there is maintained a herd
of from forty to fifty cattle, and a fleck of about one

hundred sheep, while forty to sixty hogs are annually
markcted. Tle
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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.
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E. C. Drury.

The new farmer Premier of Ontario.

conferences

Hon. Dr. S. F. Tolmie.
Re-elected in Victoria in the recent by-election
of Agriculture for the Dominion
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. ""We are here as the result of a widespread con-
viction, not only on the part of the farmers, but on tjie
part of urban dwellers also, that the two old parties
h

ave failed to achijeve their ostensible purpese, that,
namely, of government of the people, by the people and
for the people. And my hope is that with your loyal
SUPpPort we may be able to advance the cause of true
democracy. Thus, and thus only, will our existence
be ultimately justified. )

“I thank youy again for the confidence you have
bestowed upon me, which, in all humility, I shall try
to merit.” ;

Speaking more particularly of the different depart-
ments of Government and the matters which are more
or less controversial, the subject of roads was intro-
duced, and jn regard to this Mr. Drury said: “The
road policy of the new Government will be directed to
the making and maintenance of market roads that vnlll_
serve the majority of the people.” “What.donyou
have in mind concerning the educational policy?” he
was asked, and jn reply to which he said, ‘I am not
prepared to make a statement in regard to this at p\tesent,
but we intend to investigate the whole matter with an
eye single to the improvement of rural school con-
ditions.”

Have the people any reason for fear that the new
administration will be too conservative in their under-
takings and in the expenditure of public moneys, Mr
Drury was asked. ““No,” he replied, ‘‘the only danger
is that it may not be possible for us to be as careful as
we should like, We will have to carry on undertakings
that have been outlined on an extravagant basis, and
it is just possible that the new administration may not be
able to show as much economy as they would like.

MR. MORRISON EXPRESSES U. F. O. SENTIMENT.

Interviewed by a representative of this paper, in
regard to the movement and the turn which events m
taking, J. J. Morrison, Secretary of the U. F. O., said:
“Since Mr. Drury has been selected as lcafief, I have
nothing to say of a political nature concerning the new
Government, or its aims. However, I am still free t(f)
express the views entertained by the United Farmers 0
Ontario.”” Mr Morrison went on to say: *This ncw;
spirit of independence is not entertained by farmers only;
it is broadcast in town and country alike. }{p“'ever,
farmers took the initiative and since they did i.t_lS up to
them to make good. We feel the responsibility very
keenly and we have to demonstrate that this is not
a class movement. There will be no class k‘gxslatlon;
every branch of industry and society will be given due
consideration.”  Questioned more closely re ;Zilr(hrng the
coming administration, Mr. Morrison said: “The U. F. Oi:
stands for progressive action in all departments ©
Government, with full regard to economy. There is no

danger of the members going to the other extreme and

becoming what might be terméd penurious.”’ ) .
- ; . G,
‘A pleasing feature,” said Mr., Morrison, ‘‘of al 0.1:1
s since the election has been the absolute i

dependence of the members-elect and defeated candidates.

I'here has been no office seeking among any of t-hcl;n't
\ll have been willing and anxious to do their part bu

very reluctant in accepting honors.”

It might not be inopportune to state here th{l} Mé.
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< : . > exte n
Organization depended to such a considerable exte nthgt
Mr. ””“"i*’”'ﬁ"r.k‘:mizin_tz ability and management l't
1t would be unwise at this time to separate him from it.

PERSONNEL OF THE CABINET.
As we write, nothing has been made public concern

ing the personne] of the new Cabinet, which Ml’-v 1)?11(()}’
Will probably announce this week. Prominent U. F. O.

1

nien do not hesitate to state that Manning W. D“F”»tj‘;]’
the defeated candidate jn Peel, will likely be selectc
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