
l>ut it soon became apparent that mental 
power», wilfully weakened in youth, may 
not be restored at will in matured age, and 
that the drink-serpent, which drives our 
Adams from their early Edens, leaves his 
slimy traces all al-mg their really regen­
erated lives. The injured brain refused to 
bear the strain which the active will at­
tempted to lay upon it ; and, after a winter 
of painful, nervous headaches ami mental 
depression our hero was obliged to acquiesce 
in this his liodily punishment, finding it 
nut greater than lie could bear, since he was 
still able to do good service fur the Master 
and ilis cause, with fragments of time and 
strength ami in a subordinate position.

And so the years rolled quietly and hap­
pily by, till a day came when a proud and 
nappy father, yet in ripened vigor of middle 
age, ami a prouder, silver-haired grandfather, 
sat together in the college chapel to listen 
to the valedictory delivered by, and to see 
the prizes given to, the bright, talented 
Ernest Adler the second. Thus far the 
*• little professor” had more than answered 
all the hopes and expectations founded upon 
and centred in him. Carefully nurtured 
in a home where Christian common-sense 
moulded and reigned,his college life guarded 
by the wise watchfulness of liis uncle Law- 
rence, his class-record stood fair from every 
blot, and his success in every department of 
study was such as to warrant tlie anticipa­
tions of a most brilliant future.

One fearful possibility shadowed that 
future’s brightness—an inherited appetite 
might lurk somewhere, ready to be «level- 
oped whe- times of temptation came. But 
the buy had never even learned the taste of 
spirituous liquors, and, early led to Christ 
in the arms uf parental prayer and faithful- 
nw. his feet werealrean;- «1 upon the 
Buck ; and. long before the period of con- 
ilict came, he had truly learned.

THE SECRET OF VICTORY.

A CHILDREN’S PASTIME CLUB.
Dropping in one after another,the mothers 

and aunties who composed the Neighbors’ 
Club found themselves assembled around a 
friendly lamp. Mrs. Miniver opened 
the discussion. The subject was children’s

“You cannot expect girls to succeed in 
school,” said Mrs. Jameson ; “if they are all 
the time having their attention diverted. 1 
do not believe in late hours or late suppers 
fur school girls.”

“The trouble is,” said Mrs. McKenzie, 
“ that girls between fifteen ami eighteen 
feel as it there were no standing ground fur 
them. They are not little children, ami they 
resent being treated as though tin v were 
still in the nursery. They arc nut grown 
up, and they cannot go into society as their 
elder sisters do. We have a bevy of very 
young people—girls and boys both—in our 
little community,and my sympathies go very 
warmly to them when they aie at ‘the awk­
ward age,’ assume tenu it.”

“ What vould you propose ?” sai«l Miss 
Du Pressensv. “ Are you in favor of these 
dreadful ch idren’s parties, which ruin cliil 
dren’s health, ami rub them of their beauti­
ful simplicity before they have had time to 
learn anything of life ?”

“ Rachel, Rachel,” said Aunt Betsey, “ let 
Mrs. McKenzie speak. She hassomething on 
her mind—that is plain.”

“ Yes,” said that lady, “ I have. The social 
element would not be so strongly mted 
in our natures, if it were to be repressed. 
We have no right to restrain our growing 
girls and boys from all companionship with 
each other. If we do, we incur the danger 
of making them deceitful. Of course, study 
is their chief business in their later years of 
going to school ; but recreation they ought 
to have, as well. Now. why could-rnot we 
neighbors arrange a children’s pastime club, 
to hold meetings at our houses, under our 
encouragement, during the winter ? It 
might include our own children ami a few 
of their young friends ; and my plan to 
conduct it, if you will pardon me lor put­
ting myself in the foreground, would be 
something like .his—shall I tell you ?” 
Every lady said ves, or bowed acquiescence. 
Aunt Betsey knitted serenely on ; and Mrs. 
Miniver, who sat near the lamp, took a 
few stitches in her embroidery. But all 
listened.

“ I would let it be cunshlered an honor to 
belong to this little club, and the members 
originally composing it should not have 
autliority to add new members, without 
the express consent of their parents. A

.-impie afternoon dress, the ordinary home j 
toilet, ought to be all that the girls should] 
wear ; and the bovs should come in their 
usual everyday clothing. The only thing 
to 1m- insisted upon for the boy-members 
should be perfect nicety as to hair ami 
finger -nails, shining shoes, ami clean cuffs 
and collars. As the mother of Iniys, 1 know 
how apt the best of them are to forget these 
little external matters, in their earlier years.

“ I would have a regular evening, once a 
week for the childien’s meeting. The horn 
of assembling should not be later than 
seven ; and the closing hour always half- 
past nine, at the very latest. The children 
might meet at each other’s houses in turn ; 
ami tin- lady at whose house tin1 Pastime 
met, should stay in tin- parlor and oversee 
the entertainment. My notion would be 
to have a lit * 1«* programme lor each even­
ing. The chi li en who were learning music, 
and the boys who study «-locution, between 
them, might mak«- a pleasant ami brief 
oilier of exerdsi-s. For one evening, we will 
say, tln-re might lie a duet by Sophie T. ami 
Ada K., recitation by Louis b., ami a 
violin solo by Walter It. This over, 1 would 
l«-t the children spend the res*. «if the evening 
in play, and c casionally in a frolicsome 
romp,* only not suffering it to grow rude or 
hoyuenish. Sometimes, instead of a pro- 
g.limine which tin- children should carry 
out, I would have some older person read or 
tell them a story, ami then let them talk it 
over before their play began. A microscopic 
or a magic lantern exhibition might be given 
sometimes.”

“Ur a candy-pull,” said kind Aunt Betsey. 
“ That would please them.”

“A candy-pull, certainly, once in a while, 
provided a lady could be found to surrender 
her kitchen to a baud of giddy young peo­
ple for the purpose.”

“ As we are Christian mothers,” said Mrs. 
McKenzie, “ I do not see why, «nice a month, 
we could "not let this Pastime Club of ours 
be a missionary meeting. Just in what 
way to conduct it, on that evening, we 
would have to talk of hereafter ; but if our 
homes are to be genuine training schools 
for Christian workers, we ought not to go 
to our own prayer-meetings ami missionary- 
meetings and leave our children out. 1 
think that our religion, the comfort and the 
true joy of it. should be woven in with 
everything in life ; and so I always wish to 
see my children remembering that they me 
children of the covenant. 1 would never 
like one of these happy little meetings to 
dissolve, no matter how gay the hour may 
have been, without a song of praise. Chil­
dren’s voices are never so sweet, as when 
they are lifted in hymns.”

“ I have a pretty illustration, or confirma­
tion ; of that in my memory,” sai«l Mrs. 
Jameson. “One morning last we-k I had 
been to the city on business, and was re­
turning to my house rather weary. As 1 
took my seat in the open car a half dozen 
children under twelve, entered and were 
seateil behind me. They had lunch-bas- 
ket’s and were going to the park for an 
afternoon’s picnic. Presently they began 
to sing :

“ ‘tiixl loves the world of sinners lost 
And ruined by the fall.'

“ You should have seen how everybody, 
after one breathless look at the youthful 
singers, just settled into their places and 
enjoyed the sweet hymn and others, warbled 
forth by the children who were singing for 
very gladness of heart.”

“This little club of yours, Mrs. McKenzie,” 
said Mrs. Miniver, “ implies a good «leal of 
trouble fur somebo«ly. The mothers would 
have the responsibility of it.”

“Certainly, mothers, aunties and elder 
sisters would have to take their share of a 
little trouble. Still, it need not be so very 
much. The whole up-bringing and educa­
tion of children implies trouble and respon­
sibility ; but, if faithfully undertaken, it is 
full of reward.”—Christian Intelligencer.

TASTE AND SEE:
BY 8. M. CAMPBELL, D.D.

“ I greatly wish 1 had your faith. My 
belief is all unsettled, anil, I assure you, the 
circumstance is no comfort to me. I sup­
pose you will hardly believe me, but if I 
could have what 1 most desire, I should be 
a Christian, as you are.”

So said a somewhat sceptical gentleman 
of my congregation some years ago ; ami I 
answered, “ 1 wish you would rise some 
evening in one of our prayer-meetings and 
eav that.” And though he made some

objection, I was greatly deî'ghted, on the I 
next Wednesday evening, to see him present, 
and still more delighted when he rose ami 
quietly sai«l, “ I am not a Christian believer,j 
as you all know, but I am frank to say 1 
wish I were.”

Special prayer was offered for him ; ami 
as we passed out I suggested to him to be­
gin praying for himself. He answered, “ 11 
do not know as there is any God to pray | 
to and I said “call ami see.* ’ He «lid not 
promise ; but a week later he appeared 
again in prayer-meeting, and had good news 
to tell. He had called on God at a venture ; 
and no soom-r «lid he call than light began 
to dawn. As he found help for himself, 
moreover, lie wanted his family to enjoy it ■ 
with him ; ami so for several «lays he nail ! 
been calling them together every morning j 
fur worship. And now, though some 
shadows lingered, he was hoping that lie 
should soon come into clear light. This was ( 
•twenty years ago ; and from that day to this 
he has held on nis way, a consistent, useful 
Christian. It was not argument that saved; 
him ; it was experience.—American Met-1 

j tenger.

PUZZLES.

A POETICAL EXERCISE.

1
Stood little Molly by the gate ;
Her cousin Arther cried, “ Please —— ; 
There’s coasting by the river-tank ;
Let’s go for Bessie, Jean, and----- .”
Said Molly, “ If the ice is thin,
There’s danger lest we tumble----- .
It really maxes me creep ami shake,
The thought of colds we all Would----- .
‘Oh, little, coz,” said Arthur, " why

To find objections do you----- ?
The snow is firm, the air is nice,
And glitters brilliantly the----- ,
And cn my word you may depend
That soon our winter «porta will----- ;
So iiush tin- fears that stir your breast, 
And hurry, dear : here come the----- .

HINTS TO TEACHERS ON THE CUR 
RENT LESSONS.

(From 1'elouheVs Select Notes.)
April 15.—Acts 9 : 1 -18.

PRACTICAL.

1. God has many ways of converting men. 
Each one’s experience differs from that of

2. The conversion and apostleship of St. 
Paul alone, duly considered, is of itself a 
demonstration sufficient to prove Christian­
ity a divine revelation.—Lurtl I.yttleton.

3. The sight uf Jesus as he is will convict 
and convert.

4 We are converted when we say to Jesus 
from the heart, “ Lord what wilt thou have 
me to do.”

5. Both divine ami human agencies are j 
employed in converting men.

(>. The enquirer can get much help from 
the experiences of others.

7. The two great needs of every convert 
arc—more light, and the abiding power ul 
the Holy Spirit.

8. God has some special work fur each j 
converted person to do.

9. Let tliere be cordial welcome to new : 
converts in the Church.

Then skipping by, came Lou ami ——,
And Kittie, Minnie, Jack, and all ;
And “ Do,” they cried and pleaded----- ,
With cheeks and lips like stars aglow.
Then Molly, laughing, answered----- ,
“There’s Cncle Jim, with bell and book,
Ami by his frown I fear we -----
Expect to coast some other day,
Since some of us with little-----
Must coast through fractions, if you please.”
At this they bade her go to----- .
But said they could not lie so dull.

Fill each blank space with a word that 
rhymes with the final word of the preceding 
line in tin- first part, and the following line 
in the second.. The initial letters of the 
supplied words spell the names of two 
American poets.

DIAGONALS.

8ÜGOE8TIONS TO TEACH F.R8.

As in the last lesson, we studied the cun-1 
version of one who entered easily and ' 
naturally upon the Christian lif«-, so to-day I 
we study a sudden and marvellous couver-1 
sion. (1) Before conversion,vers. 1,2. Saul’s 
history, education, ami character comes 
naturally under this head. (2) A sudden 
con version? vers. 3-9, showing especially the 
change that was wrought in Saul, ami that 
which should be wrought in us. God con- 
vertsin many different ways,but the essential 
change is the same. (3) Increasing light : 
(u) fiom the experience of older Christians ; 
(/<) from the Holy Spirit ; (c) confession of 
Christ in baptism.

“I HAVE SET BEFORE THEE AN 
OPEN DOOR."

(Rev. iii. 8.)
Thou hast praye«l, and prayed in vain.
Brother, why «lost thou remain
Knocking at an open door ?
Rise ami enter—knock no more !
Nut by prayer, God’s Gospel saith :
Men are justified by faith ;
With Goa’s welcome in thy hand,
Wherefore on the threshold staml ?

He was Wounded by our Transorei 
signs.—A little girl if a mission school sa 
on the front seat, and, when the superin 
tendent was telling about how Jesus wr 
tiaile«l to the Cross, the tears came to h< r 
eyes and she lia«l to get up and go out. ’.n 
the afternoon she came hack smiling; and 
the superintendent asked her, “ Mary, where 
<li«l you go this morning ?” She said, “Oh, 
teacher, I could not stand it when vou spoke 
about Jesus being naile«l on the Cross; for 
I felt just as if 1 helped to pound the nails 
in ; and I went off a little way from the 
school, and got down on my knees, and told 
Jesus that my sins helped to hang Him on 
the Cross ; ami I asketl Him to be pleased to 
forgive me for helping to kill Him ; and 
told Him that I was so sorry. But now I 
feel so happy.—N. Y. Witness.

The diagonal-», beginning from the top, 
spell the name uf a famous writer.

Cross-words : I. Always. 2. Part of a 
prayer. 3. A vegetable growth. 4. At hand. 
5. Repose. (J. A part of the body. 7. A 
refuge fur songsters.

NUMERICAL ENIGMA.

(54 letter».)
My 40, 0, 48,21, «1,51,20, 19, 2 is a hermit. 
My 53,42, 15, 29, 8, 36, 13, 23 Isa square 

column.
My 10, It!, 49, 45, 41, 1, 34, 14,32 is a stupid 

person.
My 5, 25, 45, 31, 54, 48, 30, 18, 4<>, 43 is an 

armorial sign.
My 20, 39, 30, 52. 43, 46, 38, 42, 11, 47 U a 

command.
My 1, 9, 50, 7, 22, 33, 3, 27, 18, 32 is many- 

colored.
My 20, 37, G, 44, 15, 13 is a complication. 
My, 32, 7, 28, 48, 40, 12, 24, 60, 17 is a first 

eight- .
My whole is a quotation from Shakespeare’s 

Henry VIII.
RIDDLE.

The calf, the goose, the l>ee,
The world is ruled by these three.

HIDDEN MONARCH8.

1. Victor, I am in hopes that you will re-

2. Bring me the nutmeg, Bertha,
3. The franc is a silver coin of France.
4. The earl seeing the blow aimed «it his 

monarch’s hea«l, which was bared, ward«-d 
it off.

CHARADE.

My first is a carriage of world wide renown. 
Vi) second a pleasure in city and town,

, My .* lioleisai omfort in every house used.
In some greatly eared for, in otlieis abused.

Lillian Greene.

ANHWEKS TO PUZZLE-*.
Biddle—Wing.
Char a hr—Ho boll n k.
Triple a«-rosti( — ^ ^ ^

K h u Ha^r II

United Diamond—
BOA SKA 

U O O 8 E-B K K H Y 
A H P A H T 

K Y
Combination Puzzle—1. Than, tan. 2. T< o, 

to. 3. Never, ever I Omul, god, 6. Birds, Mils. 
Eliminated letters—Honor.
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