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A GHOST STORY.

BY H. E. O'NEIL,

HILE I was staying with an uncle of mine
in Southern New York it was that it hap-
pened.  One day I was sitting on the
verandah when my uncle came to me and
asked me if I ever heard the tale about the
old Leighton House; I told him I had not,
when he related the following : :

*“ About twenty years ago, when I first came here,
there lived a man in that old house on the hill by
the name of Leighton. He had lived there for thirty
years I was told. He lived all alone, and people
thought he had gold hidden in the house, and it did
not change the belief much when he was found mur-
dered, and the big oak chast in the garret broken
into. The proper authorities took possession of the
house, and a search was made for a will, but none
was fouod ; but in the great oak chest in the garret
they found large bundles of letters, and on opening
some of these they found they were ten years old,
and all from a certain Johs Logan, who lived in
L—. Theyat once went to I,— to find John
Logan, and all they could find out was that he left
suddenly about ten” years before, and that he never
was heard of since that time. As the officers could not
find any trace of his family, the house went to the
State. ~ The house was closed up and has never been
opened since, although some people had enough curi-
osity to go in through the windows and look the place
over,”

As he finished, he left me, and I closed my eyes to
think, and it did not take me long to come to the
conclusion to visit the old house to see if I could get
stamps, so I got up and started to go to the house.
I soon reached it and found it to be an old-fashioned
house. I also saw that it was a two-story house
with agarret. I soon found my way to the rear of
the house and had no trouble in entering it and find-
ing myself in what was used as a sitting-room.  From

no

T
this room I found my way into the hall, and had
difficulty in finding my way to the garret,

Glancing around, I spied the chest in the farther
end of the room ; it was about six feet long, four feet
high, and about four feet wide, and on close examina-
tion I found it to be made of oak rlnnk two inches
thick. After brushing away the co bwebs, I stepped
in and began to undo one of the packages of letters,
and the first stamp that met my eye was § Black New
York, and in my excitement I did not notice tha: the
cover was falling until it went bangand I was in total
darkness. I forgot all about the stamps and began to
think of a way to get out. I did not even have the
pleasure of taking more stamps, as it was total dark-
ness in the chest, I tried several times to open it,
but it was a spring lock, and it locked very securely
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when it fell, At last, after many vain attemnis 1o
push up the cover, I fell exhausted on the bottom of
the chest. Hour after hour passed, and all at once
I heard a groan that made my hair stand or, end, and
I heard the regular dripping of something.  All at
once the story of the murder came to my mind, and [
fainted. Tow long I would have stayed there in the
chest I do not know if my uncle had not come and
woke me up to go to supper,

Part of the above is true, and I did afterward visit
the old house and found many stamps which paid me
for the trouble of my trip,
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A few specimens of the style of beginning and end-
ing letters may prove interesting as in striking” con-
trast to the laconic ** yours obediently,” “fait fully”

ter from the Duke of Shrewsbury to Sir Thomas

magistrates of Aberdeen unless they released certain
*“ Yours s ye will, ether present peac or weir,”

head on Tower Hill for treason, was the most courtly
of correspondents. Upon April 8, 1716, he con-
cludes a letter to the Jacobite Countess of Seaforth,
thys:  “Tam, with true friendship 2ad a great re-
spéct, madam, your ladyship’s most obedient and

Gen. Cadogar, the officer in command agai: st the
ing her tenants with military execution unless they

honor to be, with the greatest respect and considera-
tion, madam, your ladyship’s most obedient and
most obliged humble servant—Wm, Cadogan,”

Yet, notwithstanding his servility he does not hesi-
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