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(Copyrieht, 1goe, by Amevican Tract Soiety. )

CHAPTER IV.
i O the disconsolate widow Mary Benton
vl and ler fatherdess oy the futare
looked very dark. Joln Benton had
Wit his wife almost nothing to live
all Bis savings the last yeat or twoof
his Tife Tad gone i pavinent of the renmants of
indehtedness vpon the Totse m wiich they lived,

Wearilv und with a heavy heart Mary Heaton
looked wround for a tintle work, Bt few, huw
ever, scetniod to care very meh for an onsincer's
widow: and the dithiculties of hoer sitation were
A first she was dazed and bewildered
by her sudden grict: but the poor have little time
to spend in ddle sentiment or morbid hrooding
calls of e awl the
problems of existenee ate 1o stere and shap for
that. 8o Mary Benton spedily dried Doy tears,
and took up bravely the strugole of a Tonely life,
denicd now as she was the wise eonnseds and
tender protection of a devoted hosband.,

Butin her Ittle son Joe, Mary Bowton had a
Jou
was the soul of manliness, and <o li%e bis fatier!
His determined, reolute way of speiking and
acting vividly recalled that of the brave cnui
who had died at his post - And Jor wis so ot
ful. so practical, so guick o see the this
was to be done, and to da it!  He bent the
i the house all burning brightiyv: hronght in al
the water ncaded for the kitchen: eho
wood: ran cerands t

upon, sigee

many,

over thetr troubles-—thye

constant and  gonnine source of cotifort

fires

pped the
wrocery: sifted over the
ashes: tidicd np the backyard: and hetore ruing
to bed at night saw that all the windows wene
tastened, aud the doms seentely locked  and
bolted,

But vet the struggle for Mary Bentom, even
with Joe's Telp, was g hard and a weiry one,
She had been oud one day making a long and une.
successtul - search for work, and rcturning dis- !
couraged and forlorn to her lonely home, sank
wearily into a chair. and pressing her hands
against lier face sat there dejectedly fn the
gathering dusk. Losing  consciousness for
while the poor woman began dreaming of the
vears of happy married life she had enjoved ith
honest, afe tionate John Bemton  after he hal
begun tolead a Christian life,  Snddenly she was |
aronsed by a light touch upon hey ann, and suw
beside her manful little Joe

“See, mother, here is something to help you'**
said Joe, holding up a bright, new dime iu his
hands: 'l carned it wmyself today, carrying a

to the g
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valise for a gentleman!™

The mother elastead her hoy to her heart, while

the hot tears fell npon his uptamed check,

e tgrermesepagees

-

ot be just the ones yvou fue! that yon want most
=yet they will be Blosings all the same;  Be

sure, mv by, that Gad puts a ditfcromee hetwan

hear, deor Joe™ shie marmned, Voo are hin thar sovet 3, wed B 1 setverls Him
trying to take your father's ploee a bit, anen't net: and tha g ibuss i profitble for tue
yor? Voware agreat combont to me, Ty to , warlds md aot only for the nest, as s praple

he as noble a man as vonr fatber was and you
will Be i honiar to Bis mvinors !
Then Joe went on to tell bis mother how be
had carned the dime, Tt oseemed that o portly
wpentleman Bad been v to eatey g train,
and wpon Joe's oforing to caney bis valise, had
acoepted Bis abds aud pleased with the bog's
Bright and slert sppearance Lad given him a few
wonds of Kindly commendation, in «
L dime e had so well cutund,
Pt von keow the pentleman’s name, Joe?'”
asked Dis mo
"Ny mother dear,” answered Joe: “hut heard
somcenie sy that e is aowes Athy merchant, and
*live | here in the city
P m.\x! gt von, |
Pl aeked me my nome, and
‘l-\xlu-r I went to school week days,
and ln*\l'm wonenool, ot
Hd you tell him?
1 saidd u Tt all the chanees to study
that I weuld! to lanve, sisee ! hiad o help my
mothier ¢ : hut that 1 oread 0t odd times
:lll the ‘ l eolilid et hold of  “Then he
" and told we
wd

Joe2*

hepa
Iet nn-ux T 3
that fie himeeli had one
ln vl work amd constant saving, aswell as by try-
intrade, he il cone now to

Ho told me, oo,

Neither Joe o
more of the | 1
when one .\‘m\-ny the ditforent olusses of the

Stunday school they attewdod weee ealled to sether
Lo Tisten o semarks frosm a friend of the superine
tendent,

said the Superintendent!
Sote aof you are rich
of you who ave
" tomorrow, or if poor now
we wealth have thought
A te Baten for a few
rue store i this
Vill give vou

CBovs and il
futroducing the visito
and others are poor
rich taday way e po
LY some day gait jar
that it would do
minutes to a pentle
city muny of yorr have seet,
uscful hints, dr

md some

Von

..Hj

He

Hhis own experience,

SO

i

as to how seal suecess 1 B s 1o be obtained **
matt mowmtad the  platform,
regng as the gentleman

carried ashott time before,

A ent o to tell m' how he had

The vis

s bt L elian of steady
fuent mse of the nm.ny',
fed Pin, he had gradeally worked
i the oay p ol the grent store in
whishh onee de had setved as a ¢ bov.,  His
SHCUEs, h-(vln r God, he ssonbed o f thag
e had tried at every junctue of i P o o
\\ L was the right, and st jn T ing,
1 ddis- H Pe i tited never
M motives of Hevo det e uad

L hoticaty was 5 N

1o

abies i my life,*
helped mie alt

.|1h. e Whitever sue l fave attained,
i Decanse of God's and iF 1 am
proud of anyvthing today @t s of the tact that §

am a Christian,  And if l WETE HOW to give tou

a wotto, it would Lo in the words of Seriptute

‘Meek ve first the kingdom of God and  his

righteons St and all these things shall be added
tunto vou!

The menthers of the schiool paid close attention
while the merchant was speaking: anl o1 the
way honie Joe and his mother talked toget wer of

" the subjects the successful business man had so
forcibly preseuted

1 wonder, mothier, whether #8 s really true
what l]u Aentlenan said abowt its paying to do

;;c-l’

P haven't o doult of it Jou: but to do right
fust for pay would be a very poor motive for
taction!”

i Do vou think, mother, that a boy who was
Cstarting out in life could trust that Bible verse
about “secking first the kingdom of God' and
lhm good things would be added unto him?"
ertaiuly, I do, although the good things may

lition tothe

fint to |

cit A favor hoy, bt by

i wronaiy think,"
CWll mother, Tdo Bolieve that vers, amid
will et on it all my B erial Jon, cati stly.
| Bwiking wp, with a hiiglit, aanly smile, into his
l mother's faoe,
]
il

Mary Bontan thonghe that she saw there John
feuton's sile wid Lok, And then Sl bestowed
upon Joe a comnendation tear which none condd
e been taore pized by himg
i UJov, you are your futhier's boy!™

CT'o he continned )

—ow . it

We kave boen very much interested in the dis-
ensstan that has beed going on by sonw of onr
our bretheon in the Mosenger and Visitor of

'l:ntv. up " Uu l.x(myhnl of God, ar yather,
L as Father,  While

lhuu SO m be some divergence of opinion
atants, there i< also sonmie agree-
Cleof them seen to have the ide
id are ehitdien of God Dy ereation
| -m in view we e o ebicction i it s not
l-nl[* The wenvology from Christ is
ekt Addamny, u:‘.mﬂn Now of God.**
§ e referenve here surely must be 4o his creation
h\ the devine Father, and sa far as that relation
Pexistad in or belonged 1o Adam it mnst belongs ta
Fall lm]» sterite, Por fatherhood of ancestry iy
s recunized in the seriptures frequently; for in
IM‘mu« the Messiah is called the son of Dayid,
{ hecanse his hunanity was of the lincage of David
and many others are called sons of their ancestors,
Awoffspring is the elild of a parent.  The
Apostle Paul says we are the offspring of God,
Ats 47025 Therefore we are his children by
or ation, Bt sin has eleviated us from the life
o Gaod-and we are now inour ereated condition,
s and foreigners; without CGod and with
cin the world, and 1 de not belicve that
our Lord nsad the term Father as embracing alt

4

mankind, s vse of that term mostly had
Creference to himself as heing tle Son of God; and
wien be included any others it only included
“those who were belicvers in and followers of
hmr\ll'. The pattern fanguage of approach te

G, ghven o what s called The Lord's

Praver was ot given to all men irvespective of
their character, for Lefore he pat this prayer into
the Tips of his disciples he took them away from

{
i
1l
i
{

the multitudes, and addressed them by thersclyves
and deew a distinetion hetween them and the
chvpeesites, and the heathen, and called God

s thewr Father, and tHld them to address Hi
such Sce Mat. 608, and what he gave to t
as a privilege claim in address rightiully belong.
to all his followers, because they have the sprit
of adoption wheieby they ery Abba, Father,
bt the unsaved sinner has not that spirit, and
has not that right in calling upon God.  But
objector to this vi w, then a s'nner has
no right to pray at all, because he has not the
spirit of praver,  Not so, for our Lord has ;i «n
. hin the Binguage he sboald use also if Te ds res

savs ihe

merey ot the th one of grace; and wou'd hbe
Justified before God. Ttis given in the publicm's
Priye God be mercifu to me a sinrer,” and

When hie goes down to his house j||~l|liwl. he s
uo longer a “stranger nor fore goe " it be-

Jongs to the household of faith; a d has tl El‘l'.,l!l
to say “Our Father who art in Heaven, in a
setise, and with a joy that he could not say it
before. Tt is evident from the contents of the
Lord's prayer that it is not put into the mouths
of unregenerate souls; for they have no share in,
nor sympathy with what it asks for.  But to the
renewed soul it is a precious claim to say our
Father. We give in another column a very rich
article written by Rev. Dr. Meeser, upon  the
words, “Our Father,”" in which we think our
readers will find much comfort.  He does not
discuss the matter of who has the right to use
these words in prayer.  He scem to leave that to
the individuals own gonscience,
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