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evolution of the housewife. First, she has
yielded a large part of her work to the factory,
practically all of that part of it which is
industrial and a considerable portion of the
food preparation.

Second, there has been a rise in the dignity
and position of woman in the past one hundred
and fifty years which has had many results.
She has considerably widened the scope of
her experience with life through work in the
factory, in the office, in the schoolhouse, and
in the professions. This has changed her
attitude toward her original occupation of
housewife and is a psychological fact of great
importance. She has become more indus-
trial and individualized, and as a result has
declined to live in unsatisfactory relations with
man, so that divorce has become more fre-
quent. In part this is also caused by her
inability to give up petty irresponsibility while
claiming equality. Finally, the declining birth
rate is still further evidence of her individual-
ization and is in a sense her denial of mere
femaleness and an affirmation of freedom.
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