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many oracles, makes known ,so many truths and spreads
abroad so many llamos ol'dirine charitv, ibr the salvation
oi countless millions oi' souls.

For this end, it Ix'hoves you to be well acquainted
with this Letter, which contains the o-nmd principles upon
which repose all the solidity and harmony of our holy re-
lig'ion You will therefore make it a duty to study it care-
tully by hstenino- attentively to the instructions which
will be given to you upon it, by reading- fjr vourselves
this solemn appeal of the best of Fathers to 'cherished
children, w;hose loss he bitterly rog-rets, and by contem-
plating- in it, the immensity oi the purest charity with
which it overflows, in order to let us see the leno-thand
the depth and the width of his fatherly love.
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There is here question, note it well, D. B. B., of doin<.'
everythmor m your powder that this Apostolic Letter may
not be a Dead Letter. Now it would be one, were it to
pass unperceived

: if no body spoke of it ; it it did not
come to the knowledge of those whom it ought to warn
that they are walking in a bad way ; if it w^ere not well
understood; if it did not excite a lively interest, as is be-
comhig to a document of sueli o-reat importance ; if it were
not appreciated as it ought to be ; if it were not protected
iioamst false interpretations which will not fail to be made

;

li, in a word, it did not produce, throughout the whole
world, a great movement in the minds and hearts of those
who call themselves the children of God.

But if this Letter were to be only a dead letter, I). 11.

B., would it not be a veritable dishonor lor our holv
rehgion, a great ignominy for our common Father, and li

profound humiliation for ourselves ? Undoubtedly, vou
all feel this acutely in the innermost of vour souls : and
you resolve to apply yourselves seriouslv to the work, to
render yourselves capable of fulfilling fhe mission ^ith
which you are charged. lieligion expects of vou that you
will ao your duty. Once more, it is necessar -. that the
Apostolic Letter addressed to our separated brethren by
O. H. F. the Tope, should come to their knowh'df>'e,
through the medium o ..od catholics, who will comnTu-
nicate it to them by ever: means in their power. You
will therefore listen with holy avidity, to the instruction.s
which your zealous pastors will not fail to give you on the
subject. Rest assured that the Lord will inspire them


