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ftwàon, one of tiie Ooumissionera, at the outsét of the ncmi
^tions, told them how désirable it was for them to hâve a

" treaty, they answered him very plainly, that,there wet» other

,

mattera ^ that ongbt to be settled first ; tbat promises had been
•> made to.them when the road was buât that had not been full

fiUed; and thatithey regarded, therfefbre, ail the housea on the,
line,andall thebig beats en the watera aa theirs, tiU they

^ were reoompensed for them. / The only anawer hia Honoureo^
; give to them was to fiUl baisk on first prindpIeB that would
i make the hair of an Eng)^ Sqnire or Judge stand on end

«^ Wdod iuid water," he(a88ured them^ "were the gift ofthe
Great Spiiit, and were made alike for the good both ofthe
whiteand red man." Being well assured thàt the land ia theirs, ,

they demand compensation for it as a right And who will

question their right t Those vast rolling prairies, those gently
aloping or bold broken hills, thoae sparkling lakes ooTered with
wUd fowl and stooked with fish, are theirs by inheritanoe and
by possession.. They did not, after ihe fhahixm of whit^ men,
divide their properfy np into separate eatatea. Had they done
ao, no one would hâve queationed their title. But that the
oountry tiiat haa alwaya yielded them support ia their own and
not ouiB, they firmly and righUy believe. The tribe holda the
land and the wood and the water for oommon use. Surely,
then, it is only fair that—^befofe arranging to run our xailroada
through it, or inviting Europeaa emigranta to go in and take
pomesmon—we should meet the Indians in friendly ooundl, buy
their righta and extinguish their title. They are xeady to meet
ua half-way. Though bravé and pro^d, they are willing to ad*
mit mur superiority. Though few in number, and eveiy year
becoming fewer, they would be formidable aa enemies, for they
a>e magnificent hoiaemen, and oould support themselvea on the
great pbiua-wiiereindiiaiy owip wonid «tarnu ThougK bor«
hnntei-s, and almost aa fond of a buffalo run as of fii^water
ihav acarfunder misaiiiaai'v \
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