
rivable from the nature of tlie soul, though valuable aa
far aa it gooa, ii not sufflcient to give ua entire iatisfoction.

In the abaence of euperior light, the thadow of doubt
would come over bur most plauaible «po<mUition«, and our
itoiiida be tlpomed to alternate between hope and fear.

Jt should, therefore, ail our hearta with grateful prtlae
to know that we have a mre teHimony aa to the active
exiatenco of the soul between death and the reaunection
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3n/.—77w itudineU of our nature^ the deductions of our
reaeon, and (he deriree ofths renewed heart, arc fully au-
thenticated by the word ofOod^: -^t I 2; ',.

.
We are not left to buUd our hopee of immediate hap^

pineaa, after death, on abstract speculation, or philosophic
probability. When we turn to the "Uving oracless," the
hypothetical and the probable give place to the certain J
the glimmering lighiof reason is exchanged for the gloiy
of noon day; and the* faltering knguage of intellectual

inquiry is followed by the full assurance of faith. The
Scripture language is so phiin and unequivocal as to make
it a matter of wonder tliat any ond can doubt. We can
notice only a few of the many passages in which the doc-
trine of an intermediate state is either clearly implied or
explicitly taught. / \; ;

- God said to Moses :—" I am tihe God of Abraham, and
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob /f* and Christ,
when reasoning with the unbelieving gaducees, said, i)r^
reference to this passage:—"God is not the God of JIhe
dead, but of tlie Uving." Long Wore this declaiition
was made at the burning bush, the bodies of the patri-
archs had been consigned to the dust j but God was still

their God, because their spirits were still living. He can-
not be the God of the dead. They cannot hear his voice ;
they cannot receive and reciprocate hia love j they cannot


