
winch has existed in connection with Alsace-Lorraine has been 
ih.it Germany wishes to maintain this outlet tor her coal ami 
in iciuin uerive horn these areas the supply of iron wh.vb 
she herself lacks. The necessities ul lilt—not the pteuvUs 
metals—are the real arbiters of exchange.

Portion of Canada Dependent Upon United States for Coal
Now. a very large portion of Canada—and for this one 

may hold in mind much ol the populated territory extending, 
say, from Quebec to Winnipeg has become mcrea-ungiv de
pendent for its luel supply upon the coal lields of tin i ni I 
States and absolute y dependent upon that country for its 
annual supply of some 4,5oo,(x>o tons of anthracite coal.

In addition to the use of imported anthracite coal for 
fuel for heating and domestic purposes, large quantities of 
bituminous coal—some io,oon,ooo to 14.000,001 tons are also 
imported from the United States, largely loi power purposes.

The known anth ante coal fields of the United Slates are 
within measurable distance of exhaustion. Upon this point 
there seems little difference of opinion. The time during 
which the supply will last, at rates of consumption existent 
prior to the war, is p'accd at about one bundled tears. Doubt
less, in the near future, the United States will feel compelled 
to conserve this valuable commodity, and the expoitation of it 
may he largely restricted, if not entirely cut off.

There aie available scores of examples, arising out of 
the present war conditions, where the United States has found 
it necessary to place stringent embargoes upon natural and 
manufactured products.

If Canada is to be in a position to command special con
sideration under possible restricted conditions, she must 
rcal ze the value of her own resources and have them strictly 
under national control in order that she may be enabled to 
deal on a basis of quid pro quo. When the commodities of 
commerce arc exchanged there must, of course, be a sub
stantial basis for bar er. When Germany demanded gold ftom 
Swi zrrla d she offered to exchange coal. .Suppose that the 
United States, in the conduct of her commerce, concluded that 

'1 " -enp- ' i-teresf of her citizens only to barter coal 
for rrrta n commodities which she specially required, what 
de-diable commodities has Canada to barter?
C nadi <*n Exporter of Electrical Energy

Other than the products of her agriiu'tural lands, mines 
and forests, there are certain resources in Canada of unique 
and special value One of these is the hydro-electric eneigy 
which mav.be developed from Canada's waters, including her 
equitv in international waters. At the present time the 
United States is impo'ting from Canada about 275,000 horse
power years of electrical energy.* Many factor-, of course, 
enter into the determination of the equiva ent of this electrical 
i,n'v,,r >" ‘ rm* of ambrante mal. Flertri» power has great 
advantage for many purposes over steam. Speaking in round 
figures, and taking cognizance of some of these special fac
tors. the electrical |w>wer now imported by the United States 
would be the equivalent of probably not less than 3,000,000

Canada has been rirh'y -endowed with water-powers, 
although those serviceable from the standpoint of present 
economic development should be carefu'ly conserved so that 
they may be used in the general public interest.

Any estimate for the water-powers of Canada must be 
presented .me! considered with a due appreciation «if its limi- 
tat'one Tp,, fn'ln-vinir v>Me ’■purr ••ntativelv «rf« for'1- • *>«•
water-power situation in Canada. Ry no means m y all the 
ua cr powers be economically developed : —

Ectl*nMe of Water-Power Resources of Canaria ••

Province
j t otal possi 1
1 horse-nower.

Developed

6 50.1

Quebec............................
Nova Scotia ......................
New Brunswick .........
Prince Edward Island ....

| 6,000,000

Saskatchewan.................... 1I 1 3,500,000
North-West Territories... J 
British Columbia .............

1
1 3,000,000

100,000

To.nl ........................... | |R 8n- rwi ! 1.811.200

Men fat-sighted in the tu Ids of industry and tuuiuc have 
foreseen the extent tv which ; ;« cut and lutu'i- gvucui m 
will be imiia inglv dependent upvu powvi, wl.i.Uti 11 u» 
stcaux or bydro -ele< trie.
Concentration ol Control

In the l tilled Slat*I >1 m.un year-, p.i-i -j. .1! • doits 
h ive been nude to con. < nu.i-.v coiitro. I want ; ow i M st 
ut the watei-powcrs which aie mui* uadi , c.ip.dut ol ecu 
nonne development in L anada, as well us m tin- l mud States, 
eithei haw been alii.iriy il.vtlopcil 01 an privately i out lolled 
Coneentianon ul owner-hip is a notiuul-v tc.itui«- ut this 
control. It has bet n uuthoii .it vely published 'hat m the 
United States, m lyi . .. ut hm . p.wet was « .
milled by ten gtvups ol interests. I lus . . neentiatiim is still 
going on Owing bulb to provincial and fcdeial legislation, 
it h.is nut been poss.ble loi inter• st, so u adi y to ot tain 
conttol ul wa er-p wi-rs in t .nada. Ktl.-rts, huwevvr, are con
tinually being made to . ure the lights for su ii d. suable 
water poweis .is ate vet tested in the l n 11 I lu . il its made 
by the powerful hn.imi.il mteir-ts 1,. bind tin- l.nn, s.iult 
Development Company to obtain contml of the almost tm 
equalled power ngh's at the 1 ug Sault rapids, on the St 
Lawreiiie River, an- -u.l m mind t
Power Monopoly

1 he public mnnot he too well inhumed ti-spciting the 
extent to wbteh they may be compelled to pat ttihute those

which such inteiests nave over the d.stnbuti 11 and supply

In this connection no words ate brttn tntrd to express 
what is going on than those ul Mr Giffutd l'uuhot when he

"And whoever dominât, s powvi. dm nates all 
industry. Have you evei sen a lew diops of ol s, al
tered on the water, spreading until they t ruled a con 
tinuous him, which put an end at once to all agita
tion of the surface? The time foi u- to igit.o. • 
question is now, before the separate circles of cen
tralized control sptead into the uniform, unbioken, 
nation wide covering of a single gigantic trust There 
V ,l| |„ 1 •• . V . t.,1 un -e a g 11 ,t ,tt, , til .t N.. 
man at all familiar with the situation 1 an doubt that 
the time for effective protest is very shoit It we do 
not use it to protect ourselves now we may be very 
sure that the trust will give hereafter -mall . onMtl 
eration to the welfare of the average citizen when in 
conflict with its own."
Respecting the water powers of the United States and 

the attempt to create a monopoly of same, Mr Roosevelt, in 
accurate, prophetic terms, as tiue for Canada as the United 
States, has stated that :—

“The people of this country are threatened b\ .1 
monopoly far mote powerful, because in far closer 
touch with their domestic and industrial life, than 
anything known to our experience A single genera 
tiun will sec the exhaustion of our natural resources 
of oil and gas, and such a rise in the pure of coal 
as will make the price <•! electric allv transmitted 
water power a controlling factor in transportation, in 
manufacturing, and in hou-> h 'd Ivlvaig and hr., 
mg. Our water power alone, if fully developed and 
wisely used, is probably sufficient for out present 
transportation, industrial, municipal and domestic 
needs. Most of it is undeveloped, and is still in 
National or State control. To give away without «»»»-

*Rrs|M'.i ug various phases < f tin- subie t, c< 1 --iib_ an 
article by Arthur V White on the "Exportation of Flee 
tricity," which appeared in the / "niver\it\ Magasine. Or'toher, 
luio, pages 4(toff e/ < '«m-iilt, als... / n'ont" II - March 
• v,h mi.' . • 1 -4». “Ex nottalion «a l-.l"i"n t\ \n International 
Problem: Relation of a Possible Coal Embargo by United 
Stales in a Curtailment or Stoppage of C anada's Electric 
I'ovver," hv Arthur V White, in Thf Monetary / nnrc of 
January 5th. 1017, pages .*1 ft seq Consult, also, Annual 
Reportt of Commission ot Conservation, Ottawa

••See Conservation, Ottawa, for December, iqt? 
tFor a review of the water power situation «in the St 

Lawrence River, consult repoti of recent annual meeting of 
the Commission of Conservation. Canada; al»<> electrical 
News, Toronto, 15th Decetpher. 1917.


