
THE FIGHT AT BATTLE HILL.10
Being all on foot their m&rh was neces
sarily laborious over the lightly crest
ed snow, through which the broke at 
every step. On the right hand and on 
the left, as they passed along, rose the 
primeval, woods, in which were great 
beech and maple trees, mantled in daz
zling sheets of snow, and Nature itself 
was enshrouded in funeral white, and 
except for the steady tramp of the 
troops, while they proceeded on their 
way the forest was as silent as the grave. 
At Twenty Mile Creek all was auiet, 
until the first dim redness tinged the 
eastern sky, and the hills and the 
woods grew visible in the morning 
light, when suddenly the sound of 
arms was heard.

The Canadian Rangers, having risen 
from their wintry bed, were all alert, 
and after exchanging a few scattered, 
ineffective shots with the enemy, on 
the western hills, hastily retreated 
with the object of drawihg the in
vaders from their strong position. 
This strategem of inducing the 
Americans to leave their location on 
the opposite heights was well contriv
ed, ana had it been skilfully followed 
up could hardly have failed to effect 
the entire destruction of the enemy’s 
force. Holmes, on discovering that 
the company of Canadian Rangers had 
disappeared, waited some time for 
their return, and then despatched 
Lieut. Knox with the Michigan Rang
ers to reconnoitre, and upon his return 
he reported that the Canadians had 
retreated with the utmost precipita
tion, leaving articles of baggage and 
camp furniture scattered about, and 
that judging from the number of fires, 
and the appearance of the trail, the 
strength of the enemy did not exceed 
sixty or seventy, men.

The American commandant, dis
pleased at the thought of his having 
retreated on the previous day from 
such a slender force, and assuming 
that he had been previously wrongly 
informed as to the real strength of nis 
opponents, now abandoned his posi
tion on the western hills and commenc
ed a close pursuit of the flying Cana
dians, intending to endeavor to cap
ture Delaware before the end of the 
day. He, however, had not proceed
ed more than five miles, when Captain 
Lee of the Michigan Militia Dragoons, 
who was in advance of the main body,

reported to him that the British and 
Canadians in considerable force were 
now arranging themselves in order of 
battle on ground of their own choos
ing ; Caldwell, in the meantime, hav
ing been joined by the main body un
der Basden.

At this time the golden opportunity 
of making a flank movement through 
the woods, and thus cutting off the 
Americans from a retreat to Twenty 
Mile Creek, presented itself to Basden. 
In fact he was strongly urged to do 
this by those of his men who were 
familiar with the physical features of 
the locality, and particularly by the 
two Caldwells. But as he was by no 
means a strategist, he neglected doing 
so, and consequently lost his move in 
this game of military tactics. Had 
this been done, Holmes, in all proba
bility, would have been driven towards 
Delaware or Port Talbot, and with
out forage or other supplies, placed be
tween two fires, in which case his en
tire command would have been either 
ultimately destroyed or compelled to 
surrender. Having taken advantage 
of Basden’s blunder, he rapidly re
treated and was thus finally enabled 
to resume his former position on the 
western bank of the creek, and at 
once began preparations for the strug
gle, not withstanding the complaints 
of many of his men, who again strong
ly pressed him to retrea, farther. 
Nor was this rapid retreat without its 
effect upon the mind of Basden, who 
only saw in Holmes’ swift movements, 
the effects of fear and settle a design 
on the part of his foeman to avoid a 
conflict.

The American troops being indif- 
frently drilled, were formed in a 
hollow square, with the baggage and 
horses in the centre, in order to avoid 
the necessity of attempting military 
evolutions in action, which they were 
unable to perform. The brow of the 
west hill overhanging the creek, a- 
cross which elevation stretched the 
road, was occupied by the detatchment 
of the 24th Tennessee and 28th Ken
tucky, while those of the 26th Vermont 
and 27th New York defended the hills 
and the breastwork on the north side 
of the American position. The ravine 
here making a slight bend in a north
westerly direction, a very short dis
tance beyond the north side of the


