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me. Bless everybody and everything!" Jim was goni-

on, joyfully oxplodinj,', still clasping me in his arms; f.)r

we clung as if to Irt each other go might he to lose one

another forever! "How happy ^NL-ther dear-an.l the

good old Governor are going to l)e! They absolutely

adore you!"

"Did they say so?"

•'They did. And aim., t hustled me into this room to

meet you. I'm glad the best thing in my life has come

to me^ore, among all the odds and ends of my childluH.d

and vouth, that I v.M my treasures! Of course Mother

plannt'l it specially that you should welcome me here."

"Yes. the darling! But it seemed to me a terrible

plan. I thought you'd hate me so, Fd spoil the surprise

«)f the room for you."

Those words were uttered with the last breath he let rae

draw for some time. But oh. Padre, if it luul been n.y last

on earth, how well wo .h while it would hav» been to live

jusL till that minute, and no longer! I ai-i .so happy! I

don't know how I am going to deserve this forgiveness,

this deliverance, this joy

!

"Ever if I'u found a strange girl looking after my

pai.nts and saving their lives and winning the- love, it

would have been pretty difficult to chu( k h;-r," Jim Wcis

laughing. "You, on this side of tlie doi.r, waiting to face

the ogre Me, couldn't have felt much worse than I felt on

my side, not knowing .vhat ! should see—or do. Darling,

one more kiss for my pt^ople's sake, one more for myself,

and then I must take you to them. It's not fair to keep

them waiting any longer. But no-first I must put a ring

on the Girl's finger—as I hoped to do long ago. You re-


