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ing Bbout December 1, 5 pounds of chop onc« d«y. (n»dually incroiing

thi« till about tho 13th of the month to 4 potindn twice • «Uy. which ii ttill further

incresM-d until by the end of the month »J iMiundu twij-e n day in bein»r finl. Thii it

irradunlly incre«i«Hl for the next ten dayi or lo. when a little chop will b<' li'ft over in

the bunk«; they nhould then b« filled np and r.evt-r allowed to get empty. I find more

trrain it eaten the third month than the lecond. Steorn. tueh n* refornvl t.i ii»>ovo.

will tomctimeb nverairo two |)oundt per head per day when on full feed dejH'niliuK on

the (tiw* of the steer and tho «|uality of mii(rh feed an<l aUo, to •.mie rxtiMif. on Hit!

weather. Sti-ert of good bre«HlinK will (r<in in weight in live nionttin from I)«<f<'iiilH-r

1 to May 1, from .150 to 600 poundt. Such tteert will continue urowinT after the date

mentioned until sold, and I am «urc ni one ever yet exp«'ricn«<.| iiny difficulty in

itvtting a (food price fur «uch cattle in the Rpiing.

I duppoKo objection would be rained to tho amount of jn-ain fed, but I contend

that half-way methwla don't pay. and in my experience, the n'tult* obtnincd juntify

the extra qv .itity of grain. On limited rafiont, steers do not becimic ••ontented; they

remain on their feet too much of the time playing and ftKhtintr, thus wagting a certain

amount of the feed consunictl, whereat when put on full fee«l, even tho wildent cattle

toon become laiy and lie down a great deal of the time, when, at I have already taid,

they are making fleah economically.

Another important item it the water tupply, and it it mott estentinl that water

should at all timet be available. If water it supplied from a well, a tank heater is •

neccttity to keep the water in the troughs from freezing, and it will pay for itself in

a short time if twenty head or over are being fed. If the water is supplieil from a

lake or a stream then ample water holes should be provided, and attention should be

given that these are made convenient for drinking from, so that tho animal' cni stand

comfortably. This can be done by making a long opening in tlhc ice, say not over

twelve inches wide, and at long as necessary. A little ledge should be left all iiround

the edges cf the water hole to keep their feet from slipping in, and the ice st..)uld be

choppe<l away at the back so that their hind feet are down almost on a level with their

frort feet. The ledge round ihe water hole will also prevent the water from liecoming

contaminated on warm days. Barrel salt I find best and it should not be allowed to

get lumpy or hard.'

Opentioiu of » Large Firm.

Many other Alberta feeders are adopting intensive fattening methods. A repre-

sentative of this Branch, travelling in Alberta, reports the operations of one firm that

had in the winter of 1908-9, 1,100 hiad on feed at three points—Carbon, Midnapore

and High River. At High River, where 485 head were feeding, the cattle had only a

'msh shelter on the banks of the river. In January when visited they were getting all

the hay they could eat, and a meal ration of 16 pounds per day. The meal consisted

of a mixture of two-thirds oats and one-third bnrley ground fine. This meal was fed

in self-feeders of which there were thirty, these being filled every second day. Tho

cattle when seei. n extremely cold weather appeared comfortable and contentetl. Thcv

were eating comparatively little hay—about four tons per day, or 10 pounds per hea<i.

which is about equal to the weight of meal consumed. They hnd free access to salt

and to High River water. Wiiile they had not been weighed they appeared to bo put-

ting on weight rapidly. Three men were ablo t. Iook aft. r this herd of 4S5 head, in-

cluding the work of grinding the grain by means of an engine and chopper.

WINTERING CALVK-.

There is perhaps no greater loss in the entire ranching industry than that arisina;

from the usual methods of wintering calves. Not only are meny promising calves lost

from exposure and shortage of feed during severe periods, but practically all that have

come through the winter have lost weight and become stunted for future gro-vth.

Those who have taken the trouble to weigh their calves in fall and again in spring


