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can rouse tt horse to lift his knees an.l avoid ine,,u«liti,.s..f .urfuc-eam .stumhling.block«o£an kinds: hutyou are eurninfe.vour,„.s.aKe
and your ndo ,s not enjoyable. If a hor«e will loh abng the nide
of a n«.d taking all the ine,,.u.litie« an they co.ne. shortenin.. or
lengthening h.s step to meet re<,uire,n«nt«. never get .id of him.The stea. .er a m«n is in the s^i.l.Ue, and the more he aoeonuno-
dates himself t. the movements of his horse, and becomes in facta balance.1 ,«.rt of him the less likely he is to give him a .saddle
Hoie either fore or aft. There is not the slightest need for either.
Yet KH,k at the numf^r of horses with white ,«tches on theirbacks

;
,sad,lle galls they are calle.l ; they are really evidences ofbad horsemanship. A breast-plate is regarde<l by some ,.ople as

setting off a horse
: and there are horses so 8ha,,ed as to rec.uire

one. \ou might say the same of a crupj^er. But as a general
thing don t use one unless you have found it to be retruired
Spurs nriay be dis,x.nsed with till the rider knows his business
thoroughly. In some cases they are more useful th,in any other
Htimulus. but are generally fiu,,erfl-..ous, if your hack is a good oneAccustom your horse to the frecjuent change of the whip fromone hand to the other, and to the laying it on him gently und in a
iriendly way .'all over." It will be useful in flv time Yo.ngmen should ru e young horses. It is only by pracUee and ex,,er^
ence tliat a lad can learn to be a good rider. A troublesome horse

Idl^lfr
'"""'?"'••./" ^'^^•-' "1'1"K" is likely to get him into

die habits, and will t«tch him absolutely nothing, after he liasImrned the hrst rudiments, as you kvve already done. Dexterity
will serve a nuvn nearly as well as courage ,- but he should have
both. There is nothing a horse finds out sooner than the riderwho IS afraid of him

; and nothing he rec. nizes sooner than themagnetic touch of a master hand, and a n terful seat
Of cross-country riding I say nothing, it comprises all I have

written, and something more, which can be discovered by tryineRemember it is easy for a good judge to recognize a good riderthe moment he is in the saddle. It does not ne. ^ any difficult
problems of equestrianism to determine a man's riding abilityHe shows It. or the want of it, the moment his right foot is in thestirrup and the reins in his grasp. When you exi,ect a horse toswerve throw your body the way he will go. There is a naturllmchnation the other way. If taken quit* unawares the retention
of your seat will depend on the grip at the knee and on yourpower to change your balance instantaneously. If a horse is given


