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sii;ii.M| ill (iiii'iil, l»iTiMiil»i'r :;4. IHU, tlicn- was
mil iiii riiiii'il Siahs snlilicr i'i-iiiiiiiiiii<; in

('iiiiada ; I he Iti-ilish \\:\'i llcw ovtT .Michigan ami
|ini'i III' Maiiii' : \\ iisliiii<iiiiii, tin' ra|iital of tlir

l!r|iiililir, was ill a^JHs, tin- mi'irantili' niaiinc nf
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triaiy in sailnis" rights, ilic ri-jlii of search or

iiijiislicc IT imaiiacity took ailvaiitii};)- of the
lihcrtics tlicy enjoyed iiiiiler the Hritish Hiiji to

a;;itate, ami lliey hecanie the niieltMis of an artive
and not always widl-aih ised antiottleinl parly
whii h soon attracted to itself the whole mass of

tile ilisaffected and noisy. This party received

iiicoiira>'(nient from syinpathi/ers in rlie riiited

Slates, and in 1H:?7 and 1S:{H, the very natural
ilissalisfaction at the prevailinj; state of affairs

folind expression in o]ien reliellion in both I'pjier

and Lower Canada. The ill-orKani/.ed and
iinarialdy hadlyled forci's of the rebels were
dispersed with comparatively small loss of life

by Hrl'isli re<:nlars and Canadian volunteers, ami
several more or less desperate tilibiisteriii); ex|)e

ditions led across the lines by Cnited States

syiiipalhi/.ers easily driven back. The leaders of
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Sliooting the Lactiine Rapids just above Montreal, a faTOrite Evening Diversion

any of the oilier tine theories which were the

ostensible ri asoii for llie declaration of war by
the liiiled Slates. Napidion was a jirisoner on

llir Isl.-iml of Klba.

Canada's uar for independence well over, the

Canadian-; entered a^;ain into the lii.'lit for respon-

sible f;oveiniiieiit. I'"rictiiiii arose between the

two indviiices, and in 1^1'. a union of the two was
sii^jicsted. The <-(iiist itiitioii of the ;;iivernment

i-esiilled in the deVelo|inielit of a bureaucratic

and aiitociiiiic ollicial class who jiiovtd eiiually

obnoxious III the I'reiicli in Lower Canada and to

the l-;iij;lishspeakin}; colonists of Cpjier Canada.
The fiiiveiiiois, beinu cb.ser ill touch with

the orticiii ch!s« lluui with til" mass of

llie people sided with the former. Those
of the people who peciaUy siifl'ered from otlicial

the rebellions in both province!* escaped across
the lines, several of their more active lieuteuants
were executed, and others were transported, later

to have their sentences commuted.
Tlie dissatisfaction in Canada had been the

subject of ollicial invest ij^at ion by the Colonial
OIHce before the rebellion; a more detennined
effort to asi'crtain the facts and fret at the bottom
of the trouble was made after tiie settlement of

the iiprisiu};. In 1840 the liritish Parliament
passed the Act of I'uion by which I'pper and
Lower Canai'a were ajiain united under a

^i Herons sysii'iii of res])onsible ffovernment, the

centred of all public revenues beinj; vested in the

representatives of the people.

Meantime, the advisability of a confederation
of the vario;;s Kritisli colonies in Xortli Aniericii
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