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to the exclusion of all feeling of justice for the people of their 
own kin, who suffered for their loyalty to their country. Governor 
Parr has never had full justice given him for his ceaseless exer­
tions at this period of our history. Fortunately, our provincial 
records bear ample evidence, of how he worked and sacrificed 
himself, in originating, and, when necessary, seconding the Council 
in measures for the relief, assistance and settlement of those mar­
tyrs to their convictions,—the Loyalists of 1776-1783.

Parr was sworn in Governor in October 1782, and peace with 
the new republic was proclaimed on the 30th of November, 1782, 
and in December, a great number of ships and troops, with a 
large number of Loyalists, arrived from New York, and Parr’s 
work began.

With this great work of humanity and mercy, Parr’s name will 
be ever associated. Every day of 1783, found Parr and his Coun­
cil busy in providing shelter, accommodation and food for the 
Loyalists. Every week brought its quota, to swell the already 
over-populated town. The feeding of such multitude, at that 
time, was a most arduous task. The flour mills at Sackville were 
kept at work night and day, to provide bread. Parr worked 
steadily, and methodically, as he had done all his life and being 
a seasoned veteran, it is said ,was able to work at times twenty 
out of the twenty-four hours at the task of providing and arrang­
ing for the subsistence of such a host. The great problem was 
how to have them housed, before the severity of winter set in. 
The troops came by shiploads, and the vivid experience of Halifax 
at the declaration of war was repeated. Every shed, outhouse, 
store, and shelter was crowded with people. Thousands were 
under canvass on the Citadel, and at Point Pleasant, everywhere 
indeed where tents could be pitched. Saint Paul’s and St. 
Matthew’s churches, were crowded, and hundreds were sheltered 
there for months. Cabooses and cook-houses were brought 
ashore from the ships, and the people were fed near them on Gran­
ville and Hollis streets. There were many deaths, and 
all the miseries and unsanitary conditions of an overcrowded 
town. For four months, the bulk of these 10,000 refugees were


