prouder ';;'Can'ada g

ch.of John Holmes’s new book while on a551gn1nent
‘nd Lebanon The fifth of the once- a-decade wars

uld not be the ﬁrst thought that would occur to a
itor to  the scene, but.it was an inevitable and
t to consider for a Canadian readmg about the
ce m the 1940s and 19505 Canada was not a

from 1943 when the planning of the postwar order began,

‘to peace—keepmg as a function, but in the whole
h we now take, as'a people and through our gov-

en the atom1c bomb exploded at Hiroshima pol-
ners in Ottawa, aware of it for the first time, started
ering urgently what could be done to control it.”
s Holmes begins an early section of this book explain-
how the United Nations Atomic Energy Commission

-Today, when a -great crisis breaks upon the world,
»Ottawa pohcy-planners certainly start urgently conmdermg
. One doubts that they spend a lot of
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into being. They started con31denng what could be

energy considering what can be done, because that isnow * ‘
.considered, unless Canadian interests are very spec1ﬁcally '

affected, to be a job for other nations.
Many reasons have been g1ven for this loss or abdica-

~ tion of the Canadian mission in the world. Our relative -
. importance in the postwar world was temporary, due'to our it
disproportionate and successful efforts in the war. The -~

multiplication of sovereign nations in the post-colonial era
reduced our significance as a middle power. The domina-
tion of world affairs by the rivalry of superpoweérs left us

_with an unacknowledged satellite status and a room for

maneuver once. estimated by Pierre Trudeau at five per-
cent. The first Trudeau government deliberately renounced
the role it derisively described as that of “helpful fixer.”

Canada turns inward

Whatever the causes of the change, whether mainly
imposed by shifts in the world’s power structure or self-
inflicted by a people suddenly convinced that their own -
internal problems were more pressing than questions of
war and peace, global destruction and mass starvation, it is
a change that has diminished Canada’s value to the world
community. It can be argued not that we were distracted

. from our useful role in the world by pressing internal

problems, but that because we allowed ourselves to be-

. 'come mired in our internal differences we had no energy
“left to play a useful part abroad. John Holmes is not a.

preacher, but he was one of the Pearsonian diplomats and -
fixers. He leaves no doubt of his own belief in the value of
that role at the time, although he does not cast the argu-
ment forward to the present:

If self-righteousness can be held in check there isa

case to be made for the healing diplomacy of Canadi-

- ans. The Commonwealth needed it, and Canadians
responded. By 1957 — or even 1968 — there was no -
backing away from the role of “helpful fixer.” To a
large extent the role was thrust on Canadians, but it
suited the new activist mood and External Affalrs was
not bashful about exploiting it.

In the Commonwealth Canada’s aggressive “ﬁxmg
was a success. Prime Minister St. Laurent, External Affairs -
Minister Pearson and a strong team of officials helped-to
find a way around the problem of keeping republics within
a monarchical system. They helped to launch the Colombo
Plan; prototype of larger development schemes to.come.

- They breathed life into an institution that had seemed to

many of them, at the end of the war, only a euphemlsm for\ s

- the vanishing Empire.

Lester Pearson of course, led the dlplomanc power .

'plays that helped to resolve middle eastern crises in. 1948 o




