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The debate on Cyprus at the thirty-
first session again reflected the frustration
felt by many delegations over the lack
of real progress on this question. Mr.
Jamieson summed up the situation in his
speech to the General Assembly on Sep-
tember 29, 1976, in which he said:

In Cyprus, the United Nations Force
(UNFICYP) still faces a difficult situa-
tion. The parties to the dispute are no
closer to agreement now than before.
The situation on the ground remains
tense and dangerous. It is generally
agreed that the UN Force plays a vital
role, but the costs of the Force are run-
ning $40 million over the contributions
collected. We believe strongly that all
member states, in particular the' perma-
nent members, should make appropriate
contributions to duly-authorized UN
peacekeeping operations. The fact that
only a dozen or so governments have
made payments to the UN Special Ac-
count for the first six months of this
year is not a record of which we can be
proud.

Canada’s dissatisfaction was reflected
in its delegation’s abstention on the main
resolution on Cyprus, which did not in-
clude an appeal to the parties concerned to
co-operate with UNFICYP. On the other
hand, the debate did provide the occasion
for the Cypriot Government to renounce
ENOSIS (union with mainland Greece)
as an objective of the Greek-Cypriot com-
munity, and Turkey indicated that it

-wanted no status for Cyprus other than

non-alignment.

On December 14, the Security Coun-
cil renewed the UNFICYP mandate for a
further six months and, at the request of
the Secretary-General, Canada renewed
its commitment to provide forces for this
period. '

Disarmament

The UN’s active involvement in the com-
plex problems of disarmament continued
at the thirty-first session. More than 100
statements of national position and the
adoption of an unprecedented number of
resolutions reflected a growing dissatisfac-
tion with the slow rate of progress,
especially by the five nuclear powers, two
of which do not even participate in nego-
tiations on the subject. Perhaps Mr.
Jamieson captured the mood of many
delegations in his statement of September
29 to the General Assembly, in which he
said:

Canadian
abstention
on Cyprus
resolution




