
The Gamfewaay
member of the conadian university pres

editor-in-chief bill milier
monoging editor-raipli melnycliuk associate editor-lielene chomiak
news editor.......lorraine minich casserole editor ............. brion campbell
sports editor ................... .... richard vivone photo editor .... .................. neil driscoli
mokeup editor ...... _............... je wiIl production manager ............... jim rennie
STAFF THIS ISSUE-Brion Campbell wins the Gateway Spirit Award for being the f irst Gteway staffer ta
miss a closs. Congratulations, Bron. Stofters who sloved over this japer were Steve Rybak, Penny Hiynam,
Teri Turner, Dave Mappin, Doug Bell, Lawrie Higneil, Chorles Lyal, Jim Griffin, and yours truly, Harvey
Thamgrit. We could stili use more staffers, however. Apologies ta AI Scarth for leaving his name outf ast
tîme.
The Gateway is published semi-weekly b>' the students' union of the University of Alberta. The Editor-in-
Chief is respansible for ail mterial published herein. Final copy deadline: for Wednesday' edition-7 p.m.
Sunday, advertising-noan Thursday priar, short shorts-5 p.m. Fiday; for Friday edition- 7 p.m. Tuesdoy,
advertsing-noon Monday priar; short shorts-S p.m. Tuesday. Casserole advertisln"--noon Thursdoy
prevlaus week. Advertising Manager: Peter Amerangen. Office Phone-433-1l15. Circulation-9,3OO.
Authorized as second-closs mail by the Post Office Department, Ottawa, and for payment of postage in
cash. Postage paîd of Edmonton.

PAGE FOUR FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1966

withdrawal m part two
Mondoy nigit's students' council

meeting, in which council voted to
withdraw from the Conadion Union
of Students, ieft mucli ta be desired.

Council executive mode o very
eloquent statement of their reosons
for withdrowoi, but mony of the
other speakers on the motion seemed
ta have compieteiy ignored the im-
port of the phiiosophiCai issue in
question.

As we see it, the basic issue rests
on a very subtie distinction-the dis-
tinction between the student as o
student and the student os on indi-
viduol humon being. Whetlier we
like it or not, each person assumes
variaus roies in which lie oCts. Thus
a mon may be o doctor, father, hus-
bond, citizen, etc. His actions at any
given time depend on the raie or
raies lie is odopting at the moment.
Wlien he disciplines his son he is
acting os o father, when he ex-
amines o patient he is acting os a
doctor, when he votes lie is acting as
a citizen of Canada.

One of the raies through which a
persan con oct is thot of o student.
A student con be eitlier a person wlio
attends a particular type of institu-
tion for the purpose of ossimiiating
knowledge, values etc., or, in the
wider sense, a person who is assim il.
ating knowiedge and values, ond
growing in intellectuol and spiritual
matters, regardless of wlietlier lie at-
tends an institution or not.

The f irst definition is the one with
whicli we are porticularly concerned,
f ram the very nature of the Cana-
dian Union of Students.

If one examines universities, one
will find that students there have
elected certain of their members to
co-ordinate and organize certain
aspects of their student life, iLe.,
have mandated o small portion of
their number ta odminister certain
of tlieir interests. Through their
contrai of tlie membership of this ad-
ministrative elite, tlie students can
contrai the policies of this group.
The students have done what the
citizens of a state anaiogously do
when tliey relinquisli port of their
raie as citîzens ta o smaller body
(the gavernment) in the interests of
a more efficiently organized state.

But whot portion of their raIe have
the students reiinquished ta student
government? It cannot be the indi-
vidual learning pracess, for it is ob-
viaus no collective body con assume
this responsibility for the student.

It con only be on those areas of
student life which are in somne re-
spects common ta ail students. There
are two of these: supplementary
structures through whîch the leorn-
ing process of each individucil may

be extended, and second, the exer-
tion of pressure on those wlio con-
trai this learning situation, for the
purpose of creating on atmospliere
mare conducive ta this learning pro-
cess.

In exerting their influence, stu-
dent government officiais must be
careful ta stick to issues of direct
concern ta students os students in an
institution. These areas, we would
suggest, include primari ly certain
areas of academic planning, certain
areas of physical environment, and
certain areas of individual finoncial
invoivement, since an these areas
students con meet an common
grounid, as together liaving ta face
conditions in the university situation
arising f rom these areas.

Naw when a student makes a poli-
tical decision, even thought it may
be based on knowiedge lielias gain-
ed tlirouglitlie educational pracess,
lie is no longer acting as a student,
but as a citizen, or as one wliolias
been a student, but wlio is now oct-
ing in the capoc îty of o student, even
tliougl in other respects lie may stili
be o student. Tlius lie must speak
as Joe Blow wliolias or has not'
studied tlie situation lie is speaking
an, not Joe Blow, a student.

If sucli a student wislies ta make
his voice heard tlirougli group ac-
tion, lie must eitlier join or arganize
a voluntory orgonization ta promote
his ends, for lie cannot, in justice to
those wlio do not sliare his point of
view, use a compulsory orgonization
designed to promote student inter-
ests ta promote his own non-student
interests.

This responsîbîlity falîs most
lieavily upon tlie leaders of such stu-
dent organizations. If tlie leadership
of student gavernment sliould refuse
ta restrict itself ta its riglitful duties,
(and in this case we are specificolly
thinking, of the leadership of CUS)
then that leadership itself lias
destroyed the arganization it pre-
tends ta lead, even thougli the form-
ai structure may remain for a time.

In recognizing its respansibilities
os motters of direct student cancern,
aur students' council1liod no alterna-
tive but ta witlidraw from CUS, bé-
couse CUS as a national student or-
ganization exists no mare.

CUS is naw on arganization of
some people wha liold the opinions
of Doug Word and o number of
other individuals on certain palitical
issues.

Thie fact tliat mast of these "'otler
individuais" attend university and
cal themselves students is irrele-
vont.

Do you want ta belong ta sucli an
organization?

Frosh, be prepared ta be disillusion-
ed.

You will be if you came ta univer-
sity thinking this is a place of learn-
ing, o place for discussion among stu-
dents and professors, a place ta read
books and contemplate on The Good.

You will find that t is not sa.

You will see that many of your fel-
low students are only interested in
getting a degree without giving a
domn about what they learn.

You will see many are here only ta
get a good job after graduation.

Yau will notice how second and
third year students, more learned in
the ways of university, pick Mickey
Mause courses ta get their degrees
with the least possible effort.

You will learn how ta get good
marks in your courses by ottending
classes and smiling at the professors.

You wîll notice it is not considered
unethical ta use a last year's paper in-
stead of writing yaur own and you will
learn of students who write papers for
their friends for a price.

You may be put in a lecture raam
with 500 other students and have a
professor who is nat even interested
in learning yaur name.

You niay find it difficult ta find
samebody with whom ta discuss things
other thon the Saturday night party
and the score of the latest football
gome.

But yau will find the social climb-
ers an campus. The>' are identified
by their interest in status arganîza-
tions.

Husband hunters are another com-
mon university type. You see these
girls in arts, education, or one of the
strictly female faculties.

The organizatian mon is another
common university breed. He dis-
plays his talents in twenty different or-
ganizations and dreams of becoming
president of them ail.

You will be greeted with o number
of initils-CUP, CUS, SUB, COSA,
UAB, DIEB, WUS, FIW, SCW, ALCB,
NDY, SCM, SUPA, etc., and told that
you will become a full member of the
university camm unity only when yau
know the meaning of these and ather
mysteriaus expressions.

But don't be misled.
The marks you make, the petty

campus politics, the husband hunting,
and the organizatians are only peri-
pheral.

The university should be a place of
learning and you con only become o
student by making if sa.

Came here ta learn and not onily
ta spend several yeors of vacancy
waiting ta reach a future goal such os
a good job, a rich husband, a rosy if e.

Go ta classes, read, tolk and obove
ail, think.

Follow the university motta, quoe-
cumque vera, and seek whotsoever
things are true.

"Iet tu U of a'

university
is not ail it seems

by helene chomick


