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ichardson Quits No-Man's Land

The Vigorous Publisher of the Winnipeg Tribune Has Fought Under Fire From Both Parties

HEN the city of Winnipeg was no bigger
than a two-paper town, the “Tribune” was
its third paper. The struggles and sacri-
Y fices involved in the building-up of a news-
“Dpreciproperty from this foundation, can be fully
ht yeated only by the newspaper fraternity. In the
bt V;r 'O'f the eighties, when the “Tribune” was
Shé]l, - l_nnlpeggers were sharply divided into hard-
Upon “t? and dyed-in-the-wool Tories, and looked
ha‘?artl‘san editorials as the-staff of life, preferring

o Sa'lt.e even their daily diet of news served up with
Ting i??d'pepper partisan flavour. With this in
\soll,le't‘ls not a "matter of surprise that the “Tribune”
Teithey I’E‘Ile\s ‘G‘rxt., sometimes Tory, and more often
. Ory nor Grit—did not meet with immediate
tOA;lvderto Mmake matters worse, the new paper had
fra-nchicome a ne\fvs monopoly. 'The press service
angs Ses at t'he time were practically in one man’s
Wou]d:banq this one man had no terms to oifer the
Daper he Intruder. News for the columns of the
tollg 'anild to be brought in by special wire with high
the i col%ectmg costs that voraciously ate into
gy o OIPLS Of the initial issues. If R. L. Rich-
of the’ he man behind,” had not been in possession
lite ol b;outh that believes-in Destiny and looks upon
ave po DProlonged hurdle race, the “Tribune” would
hag man?n still-born. As it turned out, the paper
of nOUriyha nlarr.ow escape from death through lack
c°f'0neri: ‘.ment in its infant years. However, a
a“topsy‘ Jury Wwas not called upon to perform an
Bartiga, Over the body' of the “Tribune.” Lack of
Seem, tpa‘tl‘onage, and news-gathering difficulties
This new-o Strengthen rather than vstqnt its growth.
exDeriens monopoly was finally overcome; and the
as ‘gat»hce galv{led in the early days in which news
¢ flered in outof-the-way corners and through
the w2 the ordinary channels, served to brighten
Ty, Ubune’s” pages and supplement the usual
Dregg ‘Dr‘en in after years it had acquired associated

b Ivileges.

largely I;ﬂ‘tely’ a rush of immigration to the country,
anq tamﬂr-om the United States, consisting of men
!‘fﬂed b 1es who had mot been classified and p:geon-
"’Pribuny -tl,fe party organizers, greatly facilitated the
N“W'S-e‘dgi 8% Success as a mnews purveyor.
tors and reporters were brought

. arfd th.i'ted States, men who added
Whicy A ginger” and the condiments with
in theiy mer_icans have become accustomed
k i daily mewspaper meal, men who
hoy 5t What the newcomers wanted and
The aey breferred to have it served up.
Oldey -iln'per.began to bristle, and even the
tiegy . 'abitants who frowned upon its poli-

fr

newdﬁi:“e& bought it because of its

« € i

Ty 1:‘:6},5 nothing quite like the Winnipeg

I Moyl In Canadian newspaperdom. It

Cltieg ed after the pattern of papers in the large
ogt ‘glar.h;e_North-Western States, and is Canada’s
?nk\exp m’% example of sensational journalism: red
hy o ®Nsive in these days of dear chemicals—and

ou’
atten'tior?ile-column headings, are freely used to call
Qhﬂne“, fh'o the great events of the day; and, if, per-
Stapg y €T are mo great events, the red ink and

le
mattens dings are used for the baseball scores or

:‘Dart of .er unimportance. 'They have become
Jagn - € ordinary makeup of the paper. “Ex-
Tl‘ibun ., SSued upon the slightest pretext. The

‘hmetimeS T“S‘t be first with the news and if, as
Ine Mistay appens, it is ahead of the news, then
§ shg . 18 corrected by issuing an extra “extra.”
'gﬁl"‘ans’; 1 the devious arts known to sensational

i, are practised by the Winnipeg “Tribune.”
QI‘IOH oféng editor is a staid Scotchman, but it is

Weow oo ITOM the Winnipeg “Tribune” to the
€rald.” 1t is only fair to add that it

T0ad from Manitoba to Scotland.

A :
to t;{;evgin‘nipeg is a three-paper town, according
gy the ,‘Tlico‘énized measuring-gauge of publishers,
ter o fa ‘b.une" is mot its third paper; as a

€ oneg act’ it is a serious contender for first place.
U8ing igltag‘onizinﬂg editorial policy has, through
tio €S, become a strong factor in making
f%u Gritg D. Men may no longer be safely classi-
QOatIHree, aand Tories by way of reference to the
Qay: & quiclri? have learned to turn their political
in e Y as the “Tribune” ever did. Nowa-

€rn Canada political coats are made

By WILLTAM H. MOORE

with reversible sides, as even the most casual student
of public affairs in the Prairie Provinces must know.

Compulsory education in national schools, the Eng-
lish language, taxation of railway lands, prohibition
of the liquor traffic, public ownership of public
wtilities, civil service reform, and a customs tariff
low enough to rank as free trade,-are some of the
planks in the “Tribune’s” platforms. Omne of the first
parts which it played in public life was in connec-
tion with the Disallowance Question, ending in the
breaking of the Canadian Pacific monopoly in Western
Canada. The “Tribune’” advocated sending Canadian
troops to the Boer
war and supported
a naval grant to the
motherland even
before it was pro-
posed by the Bor-
den Government,
and approves of
vigorous Canadian
participation in the
Great Eurcpean
War. Born “a
trust - busting”
the “Tribune”
hit the anti-
corpor ation
trail as natur-

Richardson’s is the most interesting figure in the group.

ally as a duck takes to water and followed it with
more vigour than discrimination.

There is a strange fascination for some men in
a struggling newspaper enterprise. R. L. Richard-
son did not have to bear the burden of the early -days
alone. .D. L. McIntyre, who went to school with
Richardson at Balderson’s Corners, “somewhere in
Ontario,” had been West, acquired means, and placed
a part of them at the service of his old schoolmate’s
journalistic venture. A. B. Bethune, who has .a
penchant for writing, took part in the new enterprise
and was unsparing in his Iabours to spread the “Tri-
bune’” doctrines. 'The triumvirate was assisted by
J. J. Moncrieff, a Scotchman of rugged integrity with
a inordinate appetite and capacity for work. This
group of four men believed in themselves and their
mission, and were rather proud of being regarded by
the community as Ishmaelites.

It is impossible for one who was not within the
inner circle, to weigh the separate services rendered
by the members of this group in the making of the
“Tribune.” But certain it is that Moncrieff, who was
on hand when the paper first came off the press,
nearly 30 years ago to-day its managing editor, has
contributed substantially to its success. It is he, [
suspect, who has done the organizing, answered com-
plaints, looked after the innumerable details, and
generally oiled and regulated the works.

I have referred to R. L. Richardson as “the man
behind”’; it would probably have been more accurate
to have called him the “man in front.” Newspapers
in Canada are invariably mixed up in politics. And

of parties.

the “Tribune” is no exception to the rule. Although
not partisan in the general sense of the word, the
“Tribune” is by no means politically colourless. As
a matter of fact, it is essentially political, aggres-
sively and militantly political. The only difference
between it and the ordinary paper, lies in the fact
that, instead of drawing inspiration from one of the
two great parties, the “Tribune” has followed a
course mapped out for the conduct of public affairs
by R. L. Richardson. And, looking from the outside
in through ‘“Tribune” windows, Richardson is the
most interesting figure in the group and his the
dominant personality of the paper.

OR mnearly three decades Richardson has pre-
sented a problem of varying importance *o the
politicians who would gain support in Western Can-
ada—an elusive, undecipherable problem. Politics
is sometimes described as a game, sometimes as
warfare, and often as other things not pleasant to
the ear. If politics be a game or warfare, then
Richardson neither plays nor fights like most men.
Perforce, Richardson, being out of the ordinary, is
an interesting man.

Between the trenches of the Liberal and Conserva-
tive parties, there used to lie a vast “No-
Man’s-Land,” possession of which was
coveted by neither party, and it was from
there Richardson of the ‘“Tribune” did his
fighting. He was at his best when, with a
grenade in each hand, he deftly hurled them
impartially to the left and the right. As
might be expected, this sort of thing often
brought about reprisals, and explosives were
diverted from the Big Party trenches to
“No-Man’s-Land.” When they came thick
and fast, R. L. Richardson abandoned his
ground and volunteered for service in the
opposing trench.

Once upon a time, quite a few years ago,
after having signed up for service with the
Liberals and received command, he exploded
with malicious intent a bomb within the
Liberal front line trenches and, it is said,
was court-martialed out of the party. The
commanding officer of the Western battalion
to which Richardson belonged was Clifford
Sifton. The Honourable Clifford was right-
eously indignant at the conduct of his sub-
altern, and for years afterwards trained the
party machine guns upon Richardson, who
had retired to “No+Man’s-Land.” But in
1911 another bomb was exploded. in the
Liberal front-line trenches, and coming on
the eve of a bayonet charge by the enemy,
produced disastrous results. Sir _ Clifford
and R. L. Richardson may be good f{riends
mow, for all I know. " Their ways of leaving
the Liberal party bear a  resemblance.
There was, however, this difference: the Richardson
bomb was not as effective as that of his successor, !
and he shared the fate of unsuccessful rebels, while
his more successful imitator was glorified as King
Maker. Such are the fortunes of war! “To this day,
men remember the Richardson episode and say “he
is not dependable.” )

ND this statement is unfair. Any party leader
can stake his life upon the*loyalty of R. L.
Richardson, so long as the party is kept true to the
faith which is within Richardson, and not a minute
longer. It is true that he has wandered from ‘“No-
Man’s-Land” to the Liberals and from the ‘Liberals
to the Conservatives, and back into ‘“No-Man’s-Land,”
in a manner that has somewhat bewildered and
shocked the orthodox politicians; but in these
vagaries, I believe, his motives always have been
honest.

Not long ago there was mimic warfare between
some children that I know, and one youthful com-
mander reprimanded her eight-year-old brother for
deserting regularly when rations were being served
in the opposite camp, and returning only within the
home lines in time for rations. But not so with R. L.
Richardson. Even his bitterest opponents will admit
that greed for nations ‘was never behind his change
He has manifested, over and over again,
a contempt for the good things which the party In
power traditionally provides for politicians and
newspaper men.

R. L. Richardson was never at his best in either



