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WOMIEN
THE Seventeenth Cen-

tury was one of
political stress in

Europe. T he Stuarte
fought their long and los-
ing battie in England and
the Bourbon kings of
France were sowing the

wind, from which unfor-
tunate Louis X(VI. was to,
reap the whirlwind. In,
the early years of this
troubled century, away

Lady of the Court of across the Atlantic from
Francis 1. Stuart and Bourbon new

dominions were being
built on the banks of great rivers. St. Lawrence,
Mississippi and Hudson saw the birth of nations
in the years following the discovery of "a new
heavens and a new earth." The great Qucen Eliza-
beth died just a year before the exploits of Cham-
plain and De Monts in Acadia and~ King lames was
awaiting the long-anticipated version of the English
Bible in the year that Chanmplain founded the city
which is now the capital of a British province.

In those early days of Quebec, what part was-
played by the women of the colony, who came from
the fertile and smniling land of France and made
their homes among the savages of an unknown land?
France was then the most civilised country in
Eý'urope, containing ahl that the Seventeenth Century
knew of luxury and refinement. Quebec was but
an ice-girt clijf in the eyes of these pioneer settlers
wfiose vinieyards must have looked green and purple,
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and found that there was no fortress to offer resist-
ance. YMost of the French colonists were in such a
condition of poverty and distress that they went
willingly on board the ships, to bie taken 'back to
France; but the intrepid Dame Hebert was one
of the few to remain in the ruined colony, to, watch
over her home and to continue ministration to the
native converts. For. three years, the flag of Eng-
land was the symbol ofEuropean power at Quebec
and then the Treaty of St. Germain gave the colony
back to France. A ship was fitted ont by the areat
Cardinal Richelieu and set, out with. two Tesuit
priests among the fresh supply of settlers. As it
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twenty years of age, she crossed the ocean to the
New World, brin'ging with hier three French maids.
The consternation of these latter at the rude condi-
tions thev -found in their western home may be
readily imagined, and they were loud in lamentations
for the comforts they had left behind tlhem. Madame
Helen was of much more exalted rank than any
other member of the colony and must have faced
lier new existence with sinking heart. Paris of 1620
and Quehec of 1620 were centuries apart, but the
beautiful French girl showed a serene courage in
the midst of squalor and devoted herselfý to the
Indian converts wîth an earnestness whîch won their
profound veneration. But four years' residence in
the rude settlement broke the health and sDirits of
the young wife who pleaded to return to her beauti-
fnl France. So, in 1624 Helen de Champlain said
farewell to stern Quebec but an island near Mont-
real still keeps lier name in remembrance. She
became a religieuse and founded an Ursuline convent
at ýMeaux where she died in 1654, being known in
convent life as Helene de .Saint-Augustin. To
Champlain, his life of adventure seemed dearer than
the happiness of the gentle girl whose heart was first
Won by hig tales of the "dangers lie had passed"
but her memory is one of the fairest in the chronicles
of Old Quebec.

The romance called With Swvord and Crucifix
describes fitly the methods frequently adopted by- the
early explorers. Champlain at an early date 'showed
an eagerness for the Christianising of the Indian
tribes and the pioneer work of the Jesuit mission-
aries forms one of the most heroic chapters in Cana-
dian history. But the problem of educating the
Indian girls pressed heavily on the church authori-
ties o f Quebec and an appeal was made to the
gentlewomen of France for aid in this work. The
caîl reached the heart of a woman whose ambition
and philanthropy went beyond the borders of her
native land and Madame de la Peltrie, a nobler
"Joan of Arc," who heard voices callinz her to a
loftier mission than to lead a king- to Rheims.
resolved to sail across the seas as a missionary to the
savage women. However, although Madlame de la
Peltrie was a wealthy widow, she was surrounded bv
relatives who interfered and tyrannised in everv
possible fashion. In hier perplexity, the lady resorted
to an expedient worthy of an advanced modern
dramatist. She wrote to a distinguished and pious
gentleman, Monsieur de Bernieres, proposing that lie
should asc lier hand in marriage, merely that she
miight thus shake off lier obnoxious friends and Se
free to sail on hiem mission. The gentleman, like a
courteotis son of F~rance, p)laced his naire a. hier
disposai, the relatives retired in defeat and the
victori1ous bride sailed from France, accompanied b)v
a band of devoted womnen who were to fouind a
school for Indian girls at Quebec, while Monsieur
de Bemnieres gmavely wishied their mission ahl
suiccess.

Madame de la Peltrie did not become a mnember


