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SPoultry Chat
H. E. Vialoux, Chanleswood, Man.
February, the month of conventions

of ail sorts, as well as the big Winnipeg
poultry show, is flot y too soon ta make

relprr~aration foratespig oko
,incubation'and ci nraising. Doùbt-
les we are ail guilty of "'countine aur
chiekens before they are hced,' but
preparednesi in the poultry yard will
aid matenially in the success of our
seaaon's work. Firet the breeding birds
should be carefully seected-color, shape,
a fine,8traight breast bone, a bright eye and
alert habits denote a good breeding'bird.
Do not have them too fat, and better
resuits, "more eg and better hatches"
wiIl be obtained from'mother hens that
have not laid heavily during the cold
months. If first class pure bred cockerels
or cocks have flot been secured, pay a
visit to the nearest poultry show and
learn ail you can about your favorite
.breed. Perbape the prize bird s may be

beodyour purse. If so, the owner
salybas some for sale at home of the

same strain and can supply a good
cackerel at a maderate figure. Build

anyur flock by intraducing good blood;
Î~e male bird is half the fiock and breeding
wiil always tell. The day of the scrub
fowl is p ast and gone - aur young people
in the boys' and'girls' clubs -1ill have
none but the best these pro'mrsive
days in the poultry world. 1Feed- the
breedmng pens with screenings or pod
mixed grain, vcgetàble matter aCnd ' it,
with water ta drink and 1bttcrmilk as
well, if obtainable. Bte sa g nd
thing for cbickens of ail age sa, acegg
producet, and better than reen cut boue
for fertility. 0f course, the whole success
of the spring work must hinge on the
fertility of the eggs set. Fresh air, èlean
quarters, with plenty of exercise indoors
in deep litter until an outdoor yard can
be used, will help secure fertile eggs.

Do not give much soft mash during
the breeding season. A cockerel mated
to one and two-ycar-old hens, and a
cock mated ta the yaung, well matured
pullets shauld give good results in fertile

Tenews in a local paper that a petition
ta raise the bounty on coyotes is ta bc
presented ta the provincial government
is ver y pleasing ta an old chieken farmer,
who h as written many letters in years
past ta Ottawa as *1g this ver boon, i.e.,

miserable coyote" that bas annually
dixinished the profits of Western poultry
keepers. The suburban poultry keepers
near Winnipeg are taking this step and it
is earnestly boped their efforts will meet
with success. The coyote is the anc real
menace ta successful chieken and turkey
farming in all of aur Western provinces.

In the future ail eggs shîppcd ta com-
mission merchants in Winnipeg are ta bc
officially tested before being passed into
the trade of the city-a commendable
idea for the shipper, as Mell as for the
consumer. In tue past the tcsting was
donc in a haphazard way. In saine of
the commission bouses the city man
could not be sure of the freshness of bis
breakfast eggs, and on the other band
the farmer was sametimes credited with
more "rots and leaks" in bis case of eggs
than wvas fair.

Before spring opens aIl odd jobs such
as a tbarough cleaning of the incubator
and brooders should be scen ta; cbickcn
co ps can be avcrbauled and repaired,
andnew nest boxes made before the rush-
of farin work cames an. If at ail possible.
have a brooding bouse somcwhere in
stable or barn arranged witb proper xusts
for the sitting bens, wbere they can (la
their bit in peace and quietness. The
best of batches will more than repay you
for the trouble and work involved.
'l'le! daily task of caring for a dozen or
mare sitting bens in a proper compartment
is a small matter coinpare( tota hasing
about the farm Ihttending ta broody hens
in hales and corners froin the stable loft
ta "under the bcd," a favorit.e incubation
corner ini carly Mlanitoban days. In-
cubat ion will be my theme next mionth.

The Human Side of Gardening
('orsi bas cars.
Pot:îtovs have eyes.
Sqîtashes lhave inecksi.
Cu('uners have warts.
Ca.hhat.ws have Iteads.
celer v li,:saheart.
WTbcat.litas a heard.
Grapes lim:ve kin.

h.,.

Every Bushel -Counts
W3~ITH crop prices at top figures and likely to stay

Vthere, it is a very important matter to handie
your seed sowing and crop growing so as to get every dollar of
profit. Nowadays every bushel added to your harvest yield counts!

That is why so many careful farmers put the seed in the soul wit.h
McCormick drilis. Why? They know that seed deposited at
even depth means grain ail up, growing and ripe at the same
time, no haîf-ripe, haîf-green fields, no shriv,,eled kernels in the grain.

McCormick drills have ail the modern conveniences-braced
angle steel frames; anti-friction, dirt and dust-proof disk bearings,
accurate feeds; and any kind of furrow opener your land requires. Either
plain or fertilizer types.

Your farin-no natter how "differenit" your soil or fields are-nceds a
McCormick drill. This is a good timo ta know more about them. Send
for our drill catalogues andi folders. They make profitable reading.

International Harvoster Company of Canada, Limited
BRANCE HOUSES

WEST-Brandon, Mani.; Calgary, Alta.; Edmonton, Alta.; Entevan, Bank.; Leth-
bridge, Alta.; North Battleford, Bank.; Regina, Bank.; Saskatoon, Bank.;

Winnipeg, Mani.; Yorkton, Bank.
EAST-Hamilton, Ont.; London, Ont.; Montreai, Que.; Ottawa, ont.; Quebec, Que.;

St. John, N.B.

Great Bargain Offer

AND THE

FOR$ 25
From thia date ta December 319t, 1917

'The Newv Farmfers ' Telegram and Family Magazine is esscntially afarnily newspaper with features of interest to every miember of the home.The Telegram's exclusive war news service froin Windermere, Roland 1Hl1,Herbert Corey and The Unitedi Press is recognizecl as the bcst in Western
Canada.

"ThIe Farm and Its Interests," "Sunclay at Home," "The Poets'
Cornier," "W'omiani's I)omaini," short and serial stories are only a few ofthe niany features that have inade Tfhe New Farmers' Telegram andFam1ily Magazine the nmost popular newspaper Publisbed west of the
grcat lakes.

Take advantagc of this Great Bargain Offer to-day. Tesoe
Y0o1 order the more yots get.Th-soe

USE TRIS COUPON

Enclosd phease f(md $l.5. Mil jjta niy ddre..:sfor orie vear, die Westernl
Ilome NMontly and 'l'le Nýw Frrners'Telegrain and Fainjly aze
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