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number, and went back into the Edgeware-

At a convenient pawnbroker’s he over-
hauled a choice selection of revolvers,
chose a lilliputian one that had a few
cartridges in its mahogany case and paid
for it. a sheltering alley he loaded
the wefipon, pocketed the balance of the
ammunition, and threw the case away.
A minute later he was knocking at the
door which had received MMemomelle

Mystery.
CHAPTER III?

A Family Party
A slatternly female opened to his

summons.

«] wish to see the lady who has just
come in.” said Hannibal Mannering.
«Tell her a gentleman has called with a
m from Westminster.”

The old dame asked him over the
threshold, and took herself upstairs.
The Home Secretary waited, wrapping
his weapon skillfully in his handkerchief,
and slipping it into_his left sleeve. The
trigger was very stiff; he risked leaving
the pistol at full cock. .

A cracked voice called to him over the
bannisters to come up. He acted on
the suggestion, and found himself in a
comfortably furnished, brightly illumin-
ated apartment. )

“Mrs. Moss will see you in a moment,”
said his guide, and went out, shutting
the door behind her. '

Hannibal Mannering’s _pulses beat
quickly; he felt that he was indeed on the
track of the blue diamond. He chose a
corner seat that had no door or cupboard
behind it, and having thus entrenched
himself in a strategic position,
his soul in patience.

Presently ‘“Mademoiselle Mystery” her-
self entered. She was still wearing the
highly effective costume of amber satin.
A look of absolute amazement crossed
her face as she beheld him. The Home
Secretary felt that he had gained a point—
he had shown this extremely cool person
that he could out-mgnoeuver her.

“You see I changed my mind,” he said.

“But how—how did you know?”
stammered the other. .

“Easily enough, Mrs. Moss,” replied
Hannibal Mannering, “too easily in fact,
to be worth discussing. Let us talk
about my diamond. You have it here?”

“T did not say so,” parried Mademoi-
selle Mystery. But she had experienced
a second shock of surprise at the surname
which he had employed.

“You told me recently to be sensible,”
pursued the Home Secretary, “now I
tell you the same. I know that your
husband stole my pin, that he sent you
to act as go-between in his project of re-
selling it to me. Though why he has
choseh to risk his liberty and reputation
over a beggarly three thousand passes my
comprehension.”

The dark-haired beauty smiled again.
“What do you intend doing?” she asked,
“having been clever enough to find all
this out?” .

“These are my terms,” said Hannibal
Mannering, resolutely: ‘“Moss must re-
store the pin, confess his folly to Goswell
and the Speaker, attribute it to an attack
of kleptomania— though I should say
bankruptcy would be a better word,
judging from the surroundings for which
he has abandoned his bachelor establish-

‘ment—and after a° decorous interval,

resign. On these conditions I will satisfy
myself with a simple announcement that
the affair has been cledred up.

“And if we refuse?”

B “Then,” said the Home Secretary,

I shall be reluctantly compelled to have
recourse to the law, both to regain my
property, and to rid the House of a
scoundrel].”

i:Mrs. Moss laughed shrilly.

To do that,” she told him, “you
would have to communicate with the
law, and at present you are our prisoner,
should we care to make you so.”

B “Indeed,” said Hannibal Mannering,
and how do you imagine that would
effect the issue?” o

“We should bore you into submission,”
responded Mrs. Moss, showing her white
teeth. “Besides, you are badly needed
Just now in the Parliament, and if you
don’t turn up, the Opposition will make
hu.s‘h of vour great Bill.”

“I must decline to discuss the matter
any further with you, Mrs. Moss,” said
the Home Secretary. “You know my
d.cjclsu‘m—kmdly acquaint your husband
with it. T shall trust to hear from him

some time tomorrow. Till then I will
take no action of any sort.” . And
Hannibal Mannering made as if to go.

Mrs. Moss ran to the other side of the
room, and laid her hand on the knob of
a drawer. But the Cabinet Minister had
levelled his revolver at her.

“Leave that alone,” he said, “or I fire;
scream, and I send your landlady for the
police. Sit down, you mad -creature,
don’t you understand “§ou’re not deal-
ing with a child”

e reckless beauty surrendered, biting
her full lower lip with her white teeth,
and flashing her eyes at him tigerishly.

“Now, he pursued, “‘give me my pin
Tomorrow I will see Moss and arrange
that the matter shall be hushed up for
the sake of the House and the Party.”

“I—I haven’t got it,” said Mrs, Moss
not without a certain triumph.

“You know where it is then,” persisted
Hannibal Mannering.

“At present I don’t even know that,”
rejoined the dark beauty, knitting her
delicate fingers ferociously.

“Then I must ring for somebody or
other and send to summon a constable.”
- “Do,” observed Mrs. Moss, “it will
make nice reading in the morning
papers.”

The Home Secretary paused. A heavy
step was ascending the stairs without;
it neared the room door. The handle
turned, and upon the threshold appeared
Mr. Aviragous Moss.

Hannibal Mannering spoke to him
sharply, giving him no time for surprise.

“Sit down on that sofa,” he ordered,
keeping his revolver swinginginastrategic
segment of a circle, “then I can have my
eye on you both!”

“Good gracious Mannering, you here!
How is this?”’ said the gem dealer, with
a sickly geniality.

“Bah!” ejaculated the Home Secretary,
“hand over my pin without beating
about the bush. Y%u see I know every-
thing.” . .

“But, my dear fellow,” said Aviragous
Moss, “I haven’t got the pin, I tell you.”

“I see,” concluded Hannibal Manner-
ing, “that I must inevitably ring and
send for a constable.”

“Good heavens,” besought the M.P.,
“don’t—don’t be so impatient. I'll—
I'll get you the diamond, or, at least,
one like it. Only give me time.”

“Not another second,” flamed the
Cabinet Minister, ”my patience is at an
end.” And he seized the bell-rope with
his left hand.

“For goodness sake, Kitty,” moaned
Aviragous Moss, “own up. ou’'ve got
the pin for all you denied it to me so
stifly at Westminster. I wasn’t fool
enough to believe you for more than a
minute. That’s why I came along here.”

“T’ve not got the pin, Avvy darling,”
said Mrs. Moss sweetly. .

Completely exasperated, Hannibal Man-
ering plucked at the cord by his side.
A bell rang in the lower regions, and at
the same second the knocker on the front
door sounded loudly. The knock was
answered in preference to the ring.
Someone entered, mounted hurriedly the
steep flight of stairs, and burst into the
room. .

“Well, Kit, what’s the news?’ cried
a voice. .

The Home Secretary blinked incredul-
ously. Before him stood a perfect copy
of Aviragous Moss, the same pink skin,
the same flabby embonpoint, the same
tall figure. A light broke in upon the
Cabinet Minister’s soul. He fled to the
door, slammed it, set his back against
it, and levelled the indispensable revolver.

“Hands up, you, sir!” he cautioned
the new comer.

The reply was an oath, and a plunge
towards the bureau from which Mrs.
Moss had been driven vi et armis a few
moments before. But Aviragous Moss
flung himself upon his double.

“Guiderous,” he shrieked, “are you
mad?—leave it to me.”

dropped

Thus adjured the
moodily into a seat.

Aviragous Moss pointed to him.

“That, Mr. Mannering,” he said,
despondently, “is my twin brother—
my brother Guiderous, so named with me
after some character, in a play of Shake-
spear’s. He is one of the most lovely
blackguards in Europe, and Kitty here
is a good second. For years I have been
bled by him to the tune of several hundreds
annually. The scandals caused by him
that I have hushed up for my own sake
would fill an entire number of the Times.
He got me away to-night from the House

other
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‘SPECIAL SUMMER TERMS
BUY YOUR PIANO NOW

$2 5‘13 All You Pay Now

BALANCE
IN

Three Fall Payments

Think of it—a brand new
piano on terms within the
reach of all. This is your
opportunity to select your
piano right away—enjoy it
all through the summer
months, and three years to
pay for it at the time when
you are best able.

Never Before Were Such
Terms Offered

This ﬁroposition is aimed to be a’
specially attractive one to the farm-
ers of Western Canada. An Al piano
is offered at a rock-bottom price, and
only a nominal cash deposit asked
for. Three fall payments will be
accepted on the balance. Monthl
or quarterly terms can be arranged,
and additional premiums allowed for
larger cash payments.

EXTRA SAVINGS

For Larger Payments

style you choose.

g W W o

Absolute Guarantee and
Exchange Privilege

Every one of these pianos is fully
covered with a 10-year guarantee
from both ourselves and the manu-
facturers. In addition to this we
allow the privilege of exchanging, at
full price paid, this piano at any time
within three years for a new piano or
player piano of higher price.

Any Piano in Our Storeon
Equally Attractive Terms.

ray $50 and get a receipt $ 60 We have the largest and best as-
OFccoccccccsssssssnans sorted atock Of planos md M
" um“d '“ i rooolpt 90 pianos in Western Canada. This
h{uoo and get a receipt 1 20 affords almost unlimited choice in

°:““n 2ot s b . your selection, and we are prepared
o A-advius gotareceipt 170 | to offer special summer terms on any

Ninety Styles From Which to Choose
Write for Illustrated Catalogues To-day

WIRRPEG PAANY &5

Headquarters for
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PORTAU
NL‘

Steinway, Girhard Heintsman, Nordheimer, Chickering, Oecilian, Haines, Bell,

Sherlock-Manning, Doherty, Canada and Lesage Pianos

Edison, Columbia, Gerhard Heintsman, Phonola and Cecilian Phonographs

Edmonton Exhibiti |

July 7-12, 1919

Big Victory Year Program  Enlarged Grounds
PRIZE LIST NOW OUT—WRITE FOR SAME

Entries Close June 24

Write for particulars re Camping Grounds, cost of renting tents and equipment.

SOUSA’S BAND EVERY DAY
Edmonton Exhibition Association, Ltd.

Additional Buildings

Good Attractions and Midway
W. J. STARK, Manager




