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1At a convenient pawnbroker's lie aver-
hauled a clioioe selection of revolvers,
chose a iliputian one that had a few
cartridges in its mabogany case and paid

for i. >~ siltering alley lie loaded
'ohe'tepô, apoeted tlie balance of the
a=munition, and threw tlie case away.
A umite later lie was knoeking at the
door which hW received Mademoiselle
Mystery-,

CHAPTER UI'

A Family Party
Aslatternly female opened te bis

summons.
"ii wish te see the lady wlio bas just

comne in.", said Hannibal Mannering.
"Tel lier a gentleman lias called with a
message froni Westminster."

The old dame asked him over tlie
threshold, andte tok herseif upstairs.
The Home Secretary waited, wrap mng
bis iweapofl skillfully inhi bs landkerc{hîef,
and slipping it into bis left sleeve. The
trigger was ver stif; lie risked leaving
the pistol at fitcock.'

A cracked voioe called te him over the
bannisters te come up. He acted on
the suggestion, and found humSelf in a
comfortably furmisbed, brigbtly illummn-
ated apartment.

",Mrs. Mos will see you in a moment,"
aid bis guide, and went out, sbuttng
the door beliind lier.

Hannibal Mannering's pulses beat
quickly; lie fet that lie was indeed on the
track of tlie blue diamond. He chose a
corner seat tliat liad no door or cupboard
lieind it, and liaving thus entrenclied
himself in a strategic position, possesed
bis seul i patience.

Presently "Mademoiselle Mystery" bher-
self entered. She was stili wearing the
higlly effective costume of amber sati
A look of absolute amazement crossed
ber fade as she belield him. The Homne
Secretary felt that lie had gained a pont-
lieliad sbown tliis extremely cool person
that lis. could oukiunoeuver lier.

",You jSe i clanged my mnd," lie said.
"But liow-how did You know?"

staxnmered the other."Easily enougli, Mrs. Maess" replled
Hannibal Mannerig, "teo eaiy i fact,
te be worth discussig. Let us talk
about my diamond. You have it liere?"

'i did not say se," parried Mademoi-
selle Mystery. But she liad experienoed
a second shock of surprise at tlie surnamne
whicli le liad employed.

"lYou teld me recently te be sensible,"
pursued tlie Home Secretary, ."énow I
tell you tlie samne. 1 know that Your
busbancistole my pn, that lie sent you
te act as go-between in bis project of re-
selling it to me. Thougli why ho bas
chM osé ersk hie liberty and reputation
over a beggarly tbree thousand passes My

con ieension."
Tgedak-aiedbeauty mmiledaai

"Wliat do you intend doing?" she as«
"liaving been clever enougli te fibdai
this out?"

"Those are my terms,' said Hannibal
Mannoring, resolutely: "Moss must re-
store tlie pin, confess bis folly te Gow,-ell
and the Speaker, attribute it to, an attack
of kiptomania- thougli I sliauld sav
hankruptcy would be a better word,
judging from tlie surroundings for whicli
ho basabandoned bis bachelor establiali-

* rnent-and after, a decorous interval,
resign. On these conditions I wifl satisfy
mysoif witli a simple announoement that
the affair lias been cleïred Up.

"And if we refuse?"
"Then," said the Home Secretary,

'i shal bc reluctantly compelled to have
recourse to the law, both te regam My
Praporty, and te rid the House of a
scoundrel ."

"Mrs. Moss lauglied shrilly.
"To do that," she teld him, "you

would have te commulnieat with the
law, and at present you are Our ýpsaner,
should we care te make you se."

"Indeod," said Hannibal Mannoring,
"and how' do you imagine that would

effect the issue?" 0
"We should bore you inte submission,"

resPonded Mrs. Moss, sliowing lier white
teh "Besidos, you are badly neodod

ilist now in the Parliament, and if you
dont turn up, the Opposition will make
hash of vour great Bill."

'41 mu-t decline to discuas the matter
any flirther with you, Mrs. Moss," said
the Home Secretary. "You know my
deCis-ion-kindly acquaint your husband

wihit. 1 shail trust ta licar from hirn
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somns time temorrow. Till then I will
take no action of any sort.". And
Hannibal Mannering male as if ta go.

Mrs. Moss ran to the other side of the
room, and laid lier liand on the knob of
a drawer. But the Cabinet Minister had
levelled bis revolver at lier.

"Leave that alono," lie said, "or 1 fire;
scream, and I send your landlady for the
police. Sit down, you mad creature,
don't you understand Q#ou're not deal-
in witb a cild"

ITnereckleas beauty surrendered, biting
lier full lower lip witb bier white teetli,
and fiasbing lier eyes at bum tigerishly.

"Now, lie pursued, "givem y îi.
Torrowý I will sce Moss and arrange
that the matter shah hbcliuslied up fr
the sake of tlie House and the Party.-"

'«I-I1lhaven't got it," said Mrs, Mass
not without a certain, triumph.

"You know where it is then," persisted
Hannibal Mannering.

"At present I don't even know that,"rejoind tlie dark beauty, kitting lier
deicate fingers ferocioushy.

"Then I must ring for eomebody or
otlier and send te sumnmon aconstable."

."Do," observed Mrs. Mass, "dit will
make mice reading in tlie morning
papers."p

The Home Secretary paused. A hoavy
stop was ascending tbe stairs without;
it neared the room door. The bandle
turned, and upon the tbreshold appeared
Mr. Avir-affnus Mass.

Hannibal Mannering spoke te hlm
sliarply, giving hi no tinne for surprise.

"Sit down on that sofa," ie ordered,
keeping hie revolver swinginginastrategic
segment of a circle, "tben 1 can bave my
eyeon y ou bothi"

dGoodL racious Mannering, you bore!1
How ie this?", said tbe gaim dealer, witb
a sickly geniality.

"Bah!" ejaculated.the Homo SecretarY,
"liand over m pin without beating
about the bush. You see I know every-
thingYI

fiY"Btgo h i tl o.dut, my dear fellow," said Aviragous

Ise," concluded Hannihal Manner-
ing .dthat I must inevitabhy ring and
end for. a constable."

"Good heavens," besauglit the M.P.,
"don't--don't be .80 impatient, I'11-
il gtyo the diamnond, or, et least,

one Clit Only give me time.,
"Not another second," flamed the

Cabinet Minister, "my patience is at an
end." And lie seized the beil-rope witli
hie lett band.

"For goodness sake, Kitty " moaned
Avirafous Moss, "own up. 'IÏo've got
the pin for ail you denied it te me se
stiffiy et Westminster. I wasn't fool
enougli te believe you for more than a
minute. Tbat's wliy I came along bore."

've ot got the pin, Avvy darling,"
said Mrs. Mass sweetly.

Completely exasperated, Hannibal Man-
ering plucked at the cord by bis 8ide.
A bell rang ini the lower regions, sud at
the saine second tlie knocker on the front
door sounded loudhy. The knock was
answered in preference te, the ring.
Someone enteredmounted hurriedly the
steep fliglit of etairs, and burstite the
rooni.

«"WeIl, Kit, what's the news?" cried
a voice.

Tlie Home Secretary blinked incredul-
ously. Before hinm stood a perfect copy
of Aviragous Moss, the saine pink skmn,
the samne fiabby embonpoint, the sanie
taîl figure. A liglit broke in upon the
Cabinet Minister's soul. He fied te the
door, slammed it, set bis back againat
it, and levelled the indispensable revolver."'Hande up, you, sir!" lhe eautioned
the new camer.

The rephy was an oatli, and a plunge
towarde the bureau from which Mrs.
Mass had been driven vi et amis a few
moments beforç. But Aviragous Mass
fiung hiniseîf upon bis double. i

"Guiderous," lie slirieked, "are you
mad?-heave it to me."

Thus adjured the other dropped
moodily inta a seat. Q

Aviragous Mos8 pointed te him.
"That, Mr. Mannering2" lie said,

dopnently, 'dis My twiýn brother-
lybrter Guiderous, se named witli me

after saine cliaracter, in a play of Shako-
spear's. He is one of the most lovely
blackguards in Europe, and Kitty bore
is a good second. For years I bave been
bled by hipn ta the tune of several bundreds
annually. The scandals caused by hiii
that I h ave hushed up for my awn sake
wouhd 611 an entire nuimber of the Times.
Ho got me away to-niglit from the House
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