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~ Seeing Your Way in Life All Foolishness.

By JOHN A.

A man the other day threw him-
seif into the Chicago rniver, and when
he was fished out pleaded in exten-
uation of his folly that he was
driven to it by " not seeing his way
in life.” He was 1n fair health, had
no one depending on him, and had
over $20 in his pockets. The mag-
istrate expressed his opinion that he
was a fool, and, in consideration of
the mud and water he had swailow-
ed, dismissed him, informing him
there were a good many people who
did not see their way in this life, and
if they all went and threw them-
selves into the river the river would
be blocked to navigation.

I find that this not “ceeing oné’s
way”’ has almost assumed the com-
plexion of a nervous complaint. The
number of young fellows and young
girls who are oppressed with terror
because they “cannot sez their way”’
i3 amazing.

“] cannot see my way in my
business,” a young clerk informed
me a day or two back. “I mean to
give it up and go in for something
else.”

He feels certain there must be
some occupation in which an indus-
trious and averagely level headed
fellow can clearly see his way to
fortune from the beginning.

“1 am 21 now,’ a girl confided to
me, solemnly, “and what's the good
of going on as I am? I cannot sce
my way a bit. When I am 40 or 50
I shall not want to work like this,
and what shall I do?”

“Look ahead of you; see your
way. Choose your path, and say,
‘That’s the path for me,” and stick
to it. That is how to succeed in
life.”

Those words were uttered by
Theophilus Horter, who from being
almost penniless has amassed an
enormous fortune. What Mr. Hor-
ter, of course, means is that he
found success by acting as he ad-
vises others to act. In an account I
read of him in another paper I dis-
covered that (1) he obtained his
first post ih a store by an accidental
meeting with an influential person
on a train; (2) that a great fire, in
which the store manager met death,
pitchforked Horter into his place;
(3) that a speculation in oil shares
made him rich at a bound; (4) that,
being rich aiready, he married an
even richer woman.

Now, how far is it possible to
believe that Mr. Horter saw his way
in these circumstances, and how far
were they merely dependent on good
fortune? I cannot, for my part, rid
myself of the idea that while Mr.
Horter is a shrewd, hard working
man, no doubt he has by no means
really seen his way on some of the
most important occasions of his life.
But I have not the slightest doubt
that advice of his will worry a good
number of people, who will come to
the conclusion that they are lacking
in all that makes for success because
they cannot see a good deal farther
than a human being was ever in-
tended to.

The celebrated forger, Jim the
Penman, used to boast that he “couid
see through a brick wall” In a
famous note written to one of his
accomplices, he declared he saw his
way ahead for years of prosperous
villainy. A few months later he
found himself condemned to lifelong
punishment! It is well to take the
statements of people who claim such
wonderful sagacity with a big pinch
of salt.

“T claim foresight. but T make
no pretension to powers of divina-
tion,” said Moltke. when. in discuss-
ing a military campaign. an officer
wanted to know what would happen
next  after a certain point.  Moltke
could not tell him, and. irdeed. lid
not hesitate to say that he con-
sidered  the questioner absurd in
ceeking to know what was hidden in
the futvre.

“T only know.” he declared. “that
whatever happens, all that man can
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do to make it fortunate wiil have |
peen Jone.”

Moltke had his own peculiar way
of looking ahead. Perhaps no man
couid sec farther. But people are
not satished with what satisfied him.
That is one of the’ failings of hu-
manity which makes the fortunes of
fortune tellers.

“What does the future hold in
store for you? Can you see along
that mysterious path of life which
lies before you?” one of these hum-
bugs says in a circular I got a day
or two ago. “Are your eyes dim
and unable to penetrate the mists
which surround what fate has marked
out for you?”

The man who has so kindly sent
me this invitation to consult him i3
quite right in conjecturing that my
eyes are not ot that wonderful
capacity that can see “what years
hence will unfold.” But I ca. see
plainly so far, that I have a certain
amount of money in my pocket that
I would much rather sece there than
lose sight of by letting it pass into
the pocket of this man, who assures
me he has such excellent vision into
the future.

A police authority informs me
that never did fortune tellers find so
many patrons as they do to-day.
There are thousands of people
afflicted with the anxiety of “secing
their way” much farther than Prov-
idence ever intended they should.
They remind one of Lord Beacons-
field’s remark—that the worry of the
present was not enough for some
people. They must add to it the
worry of an imaginary future which
never arrived as they pictured it.

In some respects one can cer-
tainly see one’s way. The man or
woman who never saves must clearly
perceive that he or she will have no
money in the bank. It does not re-
quire a fortune teller tn nredict that
some people will be ill or unfortu-
nate. Nothing can belp it.

When Mr. Horter tells me that he
saw before him his path all along
those sixty-seven years of pros-
perity, I really think he must have
forgotten a good deal, and is taking
to himself some credit for much
that Providence has done for him.
However, I should not find fault with
him, only that these arrogant state-
ments of successful men frequently
have a depressing effect on those
who are less lucky. He will not
have done service to the world if he
convinces people that if they cannot
see their wav for a few years—say.
two or so—ahead, thev are deficient
in the auality that spells “success.”

“To hear some people talk. you
might think ez they worked Provi-
dence,” said Josh Billings: “an’ a
mighty good job ‘they make of it.
Tve tried it myself, and my opinion
is that it wants a very remarkable
man to make a success of it.”

Tt certainly does.

Life, in fact, is much like a mili-
tarv campaign,

“A commander must have his
plan.” said Wellington, “but carry-
ing it out is an hour to hour busi-
ness. I know of no campaien that
was in the end the campaign the
general had expected at the begin-
ning.”

T.onking over the lives of my
friends. it is strange ‘to see how
oddlv they have varied from the
pretty map drawn years aco. The
campaign has not been that ex-
nected at the beginning. With some
it has been more triumphant and
<horter.  With otherz, iust the
reverse.

“Vou sex” observed the nroud
n-oanizer of an explorina expedition,
who was talking over its prospects
with Stanlev. “T have provided for
everv contingency”

«Vou have only omitted calculat-
ino one thing. as far a< T can see”
remarked Stanley. “and that is the
contingency that alwavs does hannen
and that no one hac foreseen” Thev
wi  come in life. and—dn nrot

’

ctart—theyv are as often good con-
singencies as hod
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A GENDINE BARGAIN §
IN A GON—

Our gun No. 2291 is one we can_hight d and

We make a specialty of
doing work so that our
patrons can recommend
us to others.

We quote the very low-
est prices, consistent with
the highest quality of
work.

We import in Car lots
direct from the quarries. '

All work guaranteed of
a superior excellence, be-
cause we empioy only the
most expert workmen in
the trade. :

All orders entrusted us
are filled with despatch,
- for' the reason that as &

| central ' shippin t
sl v 2o

y tecommend and gua-
rantee to give satisfaction, It is fitted with top lever, has fi
qualitv twist barrels, left barrel choke reinforced br
rebounding locks, pistol and patent fore end. It is a spl
did long-range gun and will stand years of hard use. For
limited time we offer this gun in 12 and 16 gauge at$12 00 an
in 10 guage at $14.00. Exhibition visitors will have an opportu-
nity to call and examine this or any of our large stock of gus
To those who do not intend coming to thecity we offer to
ﬁepay the express charges on these guns to any station

anitoba and the North West, :

THE HINGSTON SMITH' ARMS CO,,

WINNIPEG.
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“Baby's Own Soap

Hand”
Can be readily distinguished by its whiteness, ‘
softness and fragrance. ‘‘ Baby’s Own' is an
absolutely pure soap—indeed, it is impossible to
make a soap better or purer whatever its
price.

The delicate fragrance and the peculiar
FOAMINESS of the lather, which has such a
cleansing and refreshing effect on the tired,
hot skin are the result of the fine combination
of pure vegetable oils and natural flower
perfumes. :
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MONTREAL.




