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Seeing Your Way in L
By JOHN A. HO

A man the othçr day threw him- do
seif into the Chicago river, and when bec
lie was fisbed out plea4çed in exten-
uation Of bis foliy that hie was of
driven to it by "flnot seeing his way coi
in life." H1e was in fair health, had noi
no one depending on him, and had Th
over $20 in bis pockets. The mag- ma
istrate expressed bis opinion that hie foi
was a fool, and, in consideration of 4

the mnud and water hee bad swallow- Stc
ed, dismissed him, informing bim th;
there were a good mafly people who lie
did flot see their way in this tif e, ana bu
if they ail went and threw them- or
selves into the river the river would ai
be blocked to navigation, Wi

I find that this flot " seeing one's ou

way" bas alrnost assumed the corn-
plexiin of a nervous complaint. The qu
number of youngý fellows and young e'
girls wbo are oppressed witb 'terror c
because they "cannot sez their way' bi
is amaziflg. P

" I cannot sec my way in My 1ar
business," a young clerk informed1
mýe a day or two back. " I mean to 10~
gîve it up and go in for sametbîng Ith
else."m

11e feeis certain there mu3t be th
some occupation in wbicb an indus-
trious and averagely level beaded ti
fellow can clearly se bis way to rn
fortune from the beginning.T

"ýI arn 21 now,' a girl confided to alme, solemnly, "and wbat's the good tl
of going on as I arn? 1 cannot sec
my way a bit. When I arn 40 or 50
1 shallflot want to work like this, fi,
and wbat shall I do?" p

"Look abead of, you; see your P
way. Choose your path, and sa y
'Tbat's tbe patb for me,' and Stic n
to it. That is bow ta succeed in
life." t

Those words were uttered by«I
Theophilus Horter, wbo from beingP
almost penniless bas arnassed ann
enormous fortune. Wbat Mr. Hor-q
ter, of course, means is that bieS
found success by acting as bie ad-
vises others to act. In an account I
read of him in another paper 1 dis-8
covcred that (1) hie obtained bist
first post in a store by an accidentai
meeting witb an influential personf
on a train-, (2) tbat a great fire, int
which the store manager met deatb,t
pitcbforked Horter into bis place;
(3) that a speculation in oul sharesr
made him rich at a bound; (4) that,
being rich aliready, bie married an
even richer womân.

Now, bow far is it possible to
believe that Mr. Horter saw hais way
in tbese circumstances, and how far
were tbey merely dependent on good
fortune? I cannot, for my part, rid
myself of the idea that wbile Mr.
Horter is a sbrewd, hard working
man, no doubt be has by no means
really seen bis way on ýsomne af the
most important occasions of bais life.
But 1 bave flot the slightest doubt
that advice of bis will worry a good
number of people, who will came to
the conclusion that they are lacking
in ail that makes for success becauise
tliey cannot see a good deal farther
than a human being was ever in-
tended to.

The celebrated forger, Jim the
Penmran, used to boast that he "coud
,ce throughi a brick wall." In a
famnous nate written to one Of hi3
accomplices, he declared he saw bis
way abead for years of prosperous
\'lllainy. A few months later he
f'und imself condemrned an lifelong
piinisbment! It is well to take the
statements of people wbo cdaim such
wnnderful sagacity with a big pinch
,f sait.

«'T daim foresight. but T make
fn preten sioj to powers of divina-
lon," said Moltke. when. in discus;-
ig a military campaign. an officer
\a1ted to know what wolîld happ.cn
iiext after a certain point. Moltke
-()111(1flot tell him., and. ivdeed. -lid
rnq hesitate to say tbat he con-

1irlred the questioner abstiird in
çek;nç! to know what wa3 bidden in

tho futt're-
"Toly know." 'he dceclared. "that

"Ion br appens, ail that mian cVlI
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oto make ia fortunate wiil havic
en done.'
Moltke had bis own peculiar way
flookîng ahead. Perbaps no man
ouid see farther. blut peaple are
ot satisfied with wbat satisfied birn.
'hat is one of the' failings of bu-
anity wbich makes the fortunes of
ortune tellers.

"Wbat does tbe future bold in
ore for you? Can you sec along
hat mysterious path if hife wbich
is before you?" one of these hum-
)ugs says in a circular I got a day
)r two agi. " Are your eyes dim
Ld unable to penetrate the mists
hicb surround wbat fate bas marked
)ut for you?"
Tbe man whû bas sa kinil sent4

-e this invitation to consuIt him 18
uite rigbt in conjecturing that m
>yes are flot ot that wonderf 1
,apacity that can sec mwhat years 1
ence will unfold." But I ca.î see4
lainly so far, that I have a certain
mount of moiicy in my pocket that
[would mucb rather sec there than
[se s3ight if by letting it pass into
the pocket of this man, wbo assures
mie he bas such excellent vision into
the future.

A police authority inforros me
bat neyer did fortune tellers find so
nany patrons as they do to-day.
['here are tbousands of peiple
afflicted with the anxiety of "seeing
heir way mucb fartber than Prov-
idence ever ixtended they should.
Theyv rernind one of Lord Beacons-
field s remark-that the worry of the
present was flot enough for some
people. Tbey must add ta it the
worry of an irnaginary future wbich
tever arrived as tbey pictured it.

In some respects one can cer-
tainly sec one's way. The man or
woman wbo neyer saves must clearly
perceive tbat be or she will have no'
money in the bank. It does flot re-
quire a fortune teller tn nredict that
sa-me peoDif' will be ill or unfortu-
nate. Notlhinoe can l'elp ;t.

Wben Mr. Horter tel me that he
saw before him bis patb aIl alo'ig
those sixty-seven years of proF-
perity, 1 really tbink be must have
forgotten a good deal, and is takinp
to bimself somne credit for muchi
that Providence has donc far him.
H-owever, 1 sbould not flnd fault witb
him, only tbat these arrogant state-
ments of succe3sful men frequently
have a depressing effect on tbose
who are less lucky. H1e will not
have donc service to the world if he
convinces peaple that if they cannot
see their wav for a few years-say.
two or so-ahead. tbev are deficient
in the aiity that spelîs "sticces3."

"To hear some people tatk. you
might tbink ez tbey worked Provi-
dence," said Josh Billings: "an' a
mighty good job 'they make of.it.
rve tried it myseif, and My %pinion
is that it wants a very re-markable
rnan to make a success of it."

Tt certainly does.
Ife. in fact, is milch like a miii-

tàrv campaigri.
" A commander miust have hi3

plan!" said Wellington, "but carry-
ing it out is an hour to bour busi-
ness. T know of no campailnr that
was in the end the campaig-1 the
general had expected at the begin-
nifiz."

Looking- over the lives of mny
friends. it 1; strange ta sec how
orliv they 'have varied from the
pretty niap drawrî years aen. The
campaign bas not been that ex-
nected at the begitnning. With some
;t has beeni more triumpliant and

reverSe.
" You eý, robs.ervpd the nrond

o.-,anizer of an explorin<r expedition.
-lino wa.; talkinz )ver its prosneets
with Stanlev. "«T bave provided foi
everv coritifgeflcy"'

«,Yot, have onlly omnitteil calculat-
i,<ý one tiiingy. as far 2- T cnnti e-
rernarkce, Stanley. "and that is the
corîtinzency that alwavs <mes h1arne1i
In-d 'chat no one lin, foretqep'n." Tlh"i
-.il conte in life. inm Ao ro
cfi<rt-t'hev are a- , iften %zond Con-
,ýnm-enCies as -
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qualitv twist banal., hft bard s'C"" bon
.eboundlng Iockoso m fme" I 96
did long-range n anm *a"d os f bardtd or

ntto car and ezaulntbit or mv of ova 1u"ptO
To thoe who cdo mot fat" sIa .tbaiItr'

prepymay he expre ,Charoà m oaktbus PM t. *i *
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