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portages neyer exceed two or three miles. The lakes vary in size
from small ponds to great sheets of water hundreds of square
miles in extent, the twelve largest being Mistassinni, Michikamau,
Kaniapiskau, Minto, Clearwater, Attikonak, Apiskigamish, Ash-
lianipi, Mistassinis, Nichikun, Manuan and Pletipe.

The large lakes and inost of the rivers of the interior contain
an almost inexhaustible supply of food fishes of large size and
superior quality. White fish averaging four pounds and running
as high as fourteen pounds, are abundant;, lake trout averaing
eight pounds and up to forty pounds are plentiful; brook trout
from one to seven pounds occur in many of the rivers; pike from
two to fifteen pounds abound in the quiet flowîng streamns of the
southern, eastern and western watersheds; pickerel and chub oc-
cur in miaiiy of th~e smaller streams; ling from two to fourteen
pounds are conxmon in ail the deep lakes of the interior, and are
an important source of food for the Indians; suckers are the prin-
cipal food of the Indians of many parts of the interior; a species
of sturgeon is taken in great quantities haîf way down the Rupert
River; and Atlantic salnion ascend many of the rivers in great
numbers. When access is had to thein by rail, these fisheries will
become immensely valuable.

Most of the soul being derived froni the underlying Arclioan
rocks is a mixture of sand, clay and boulders of various sizes.
Along the river valleys it has been greatly improved by the re-
arrangement of the till and an admixture of sediments. In the
vicinity of Cambrian limestones and shales, it is of a heavier
nature and better suited for the growth of timber. With the ex-
ception of the higher hilis and ridges, the forest is continuous over
the southeru part of the peninsula, as far north as the fifty-fourth
parallel. About latitude flfty-flve ondy hall the country is tim-
bered. - As we go xiorth the trees becomne smaller, and about lati-


