
CANADA. 16 CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE COLONIES RESPECTING

alterations in the Corn Laws of Your Majesty's kingdom effected in the last Session of
Parliamnent, Your Majesty's subjects residing in Western Canada did not féel the dis-
advantages resultîtig to the colony froI the nonopoly of the carrying trade conferred on
the owners of Britisl ships by the Navigation Laws, as it was found that the prices of their
agricultural exports generally equalled those which were observed to obtain in the con-
tiguous sections of the neighbouring States of the republic of Anerica, for the sane pro-
ducts destinied for shipiment to the British market through the Atlantic seaports of the said
States. Your petitioners cannot, however conceal froi Your Majesty the fact, that the
protection generally supposed to have been enjoyed by the agriculturalists of Canada, in
consequence of the preference given tu iheir products in the markets of Your Majesty's
kingdon by the provisions of ithe late British Corn Laws, lias not been fully realized by
theni ; the exorbitant freights and heavy raies of insurance paid on shipments from the
port of Montreal, added to other disadvatages connected with the navigation of the River
Si. Lawrence, having been flannd nearly adequate to neutralize the remission of duty intended
by Your Nlajesty to nperate in their favour.

Your petitioners have with much pain frequenîtl3'y lad occasion to observe, that when the
state of the Britishi markets has been inost propitious to the exports of Canadian wheat
and flour, the combination of a few shipowners or their agents las completely blasted ail
their hopes, and intercepted the boon designed by Your Majesty's paternal Government
for the benefit of'Your Majesty's faithful subjects in the interior of tc province, the rates
of freight insisted upon having somcmines been as high as 7s. 6d. sterling per barrel af
flour, and very frequently averaging 5s.to 6s. sterling ; whilst at the saie times freights have
been obtained fromi the port of New York in vessels of a superior class as low as i s. 6d.,
and seldom higher than 2s., and insurances at 50 to 8o per cent. less than by the St.
Lawrence.

Your petitioners most humbly submit, that during the past months of the present ship.
ping scason, the position of the holders o flour and wheat in the port of Montreal bas
been mosi distressùig. Large quantities of produce were forwarded to that city froin the
initerior, where it laid been purchased during the preceding winter ai prices seriously
enhanced by the exaggerated reports which reached Canada of the scarcity of bread-stuffs
throughout Europe. On arrivai it was found impossible tu obtain shipment for it at less
than 6s. sterling per barrel. The holders were threatened with insolvency alike froi its
shipment or its retention, and perceiving most distinctly thtat ihe chief cause of' their difli-
cuhies was to be found in the present Navigation Laws of Your Majesty's kingdom, a feel-
ing of deep dissatisfaction therewith lias arisen in the minds o Your Majcs1y's Canidian.
subjects. The people of Canada now feel convinced that, deprived of tlit protection
formerly extended to their products in your Majesty's kingdon, by means of which the
heavy burthens imposed on their trade by the Navigution Laws were neutralized, they nust,in ihe event of these laws being continued in force, be reduced to a position imucl inferior
to that of the people in the adjacent States of America, and they contemplate, with profound
mortification, thteir onlv alternative in the conversion of their export trade into a valuable
branch of the resources of their republican neighbours, who vilil not fail to avail themu-
selves of so opportune a juncture for demonstrating to the people of, Canada, by the
removal of' every obstacle standing in the way of a free egress through their territory, that
they possess the means, and have the desire, to advance their interests.

Your petitioners further niost hunibly submiit, that Your Majesty's Canadian subjects
have incurred a heavy debt in the constructing of canals capable of giving passage to
vessels of large dimensions, under the expectations ihat by these improveinents of their
interna navigation, they would not fail tu secure to themselves a large share of the carrying-
trade of the ricli agriculturai coutîries bordering on the great lakes of Canada. The re-
payment of the debt thus incurred, is an object from which your petitioners fee] convinced,
no consideration can ever divert the intentions of the people of Canada; but it is quite
manifest, that in the event of the export trade of Western Canadaand the states adjacent to
the ikes, heing forced out of the waters of the St. Lawrence, the outlay upon the imnprove,
mtents, froin Lake Ontario to the ocean, will have become a dead weight on the resources
and energies of the province, the trade of the recently flourishing cities of Quebec and
Montreal will have disappeared, and the mercantile capital of their enterprizing citizens will
have been transferred to the commercial emporia of the neiglbouring country.

These are evils whiclh your petitioners cannot contemplate with: other than lie most
gloomîy apprelhensions, but thley feel convinced that in the wise foresight of Your Mnjesty,they tmay rely with entire confidence l'or the prompt adoption of every practicable mearis
by whicl they may be averted.

Your Petitioners have fuirtiier most hunbly to submit to Your Majesty, that the tradeof
Canada labours under veighty disadvantages resulting from the imposition of protective
custon duties under authority of Tîiperial statutes. Tiis class of duties your petitioners
are pleased to observe, by the declarations of Your Majesty's advisers, as weli of tlie recently
existing administration, as of the present, is ti longer ield to be in harmony with the
recognised pritciples of British commercial legislation; and your petitioners aie disposed
to believe that a presure of otherýmore absorbing measures has been the only cautsewhich
has prevented Your Majesty's Government fron proposing to Parliament, the repeal:fa the
Imperial Custioms Laws authorizing the levying of' protective duties, for theipurpose of
securing to the manutacturers of your Majesty's kingdom a preference in the -supply of the
Canada market, which they no longer consent to extend ta the people of Canada in the
supply of the British mnarket. Several of the protective duties referred to are found aby
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