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After all I had heard and seen of the conduct of the disputes betw een the Eirl
of. Selkirk and the North-West conipany, before my offcial duties made me in ariy
inanner connected with them, I was not so infatuated as to imagine that when my
turn came, the most uplright intentions; the mîost independent, .and at the sane time
nost cautious conduct, could exempt nme entircly foin the illiberal aspersions whicb
I saw constýntly cast upon ail who had the mistortune to have any thmng to do wieh
this extraordinary contest. The Goveinor, the Judges, the Crown Officers of the
sister province, and both His Majesty's Commissioners, had been- so indiscrunin'ately
blamed, that to be distinguished fron ail others by an exception fron bis Lord-
ship's censure, would naturally have led me to fear, that I must haie iacrificed my
integrity to a dread of offendng, and purchased'my peace by a dereliction of duty.

With these feelings I aded in whatevér I baýre found it my'duty to dó in pro-
secutions, w hich unfortunately for the ends of justice have been too much tht
subject of public discussion, trusting that the generality of his Lordship'scrimuinationi
would convince dispassionate men, that, in his opinion, law was only properly
administered, '%heni exerted in gratifying in their utmost extent vindictive feclhngs
against his opponents, and w ould leave myself and other publie otlicers little tu
apprehend fron the newspaper calumnies which this contest has gencrated, or froni
any com plaints; unfounded in fact, which his Lordship, to answier the purpose of
the moment, minght choose to enbody in a representation to the head of tlic
Government.

My duty as Crowp officer was' obious; I had but to consider on this, as on all
other occasions, bat public justice denanded, without regard to the piivate ends
or feclings which either party night have in the crininal prosecutions which I might
lind it proper to prefer-to public investigation. Of that intention I an conscious,
and wihatever may have been its èuccess,~ it is at least fortunate for.myself and for
othèrs lon his Lordship bas thougþt fit to accuse, that much of.our auty is
discharged in the face of the country.

Upon the lirst matter mentioned in his Lordship's letter,' namely, my -declining to
prefei & criminal charge aminst the special comimuissioner, Mr. Fictcher, I w ill ob-
serve to your Excellency, that Iy the usage of the colonies, at lcast of the pro.inces
of Canada, the conduct of ail criminal prosecutions'proper to he tried in the supe-
i ior c imiinal èourts is entrusted to the Crown officer, % ho, besides that the established
charge againist the revenue of thecolony for each prosecution, though inconsiderable,
is sufficient to produce in him a delicacy- in incurring it where the chaige ippeais
frivolous, and a more proper remedy can be elsewhere obtained, as also a discretion
which his stuation as prosecuting immediately'for the Cro% n, ¯iquires he should
exercise, in not suffering himself to give the sanction of bis nameê to a crirninal
prosecution,itehded mnerely for the gratification of private resentment,. and urged
rather by party -feelings than a regard for public justice.

Peculiar circumstances alsb, conncted yiith a particular case, as in this instance
the.special appointment of Mr. F-e cher, may place the Attorney-General, w ho is not
supposed to act w ithout the sanction, niuch less against the wishes ôf bis Government,
in that situation, that he %%ii conccive lt bis duty to await their directions, before lie
involves thenon a responsibility, which his acts n somne measure impose upon them.

Having made these remarks, I leaýve it to youir Excellency, upon the perusal of
my letter to Mr. Gale, of which acQpçr accompanies his Lordship's communication,
to determine the propriety of my decision with respect to prosecuting Mr. Fletcher,
upon the reasons which I there givè.

With respect to his Lordship's next subject of complaitit, my declining to prefec
an indictuent against Messrs. Vandeslup and M' Tavish for perjury, my letter to
_Mr. Ailan, which I thouglit it prope to write, ,that my reasous mght not be mis-
understood or misrepresented, of wlic bis Lordship has transmitted a copy, contains
ail I then thougbt and still think upoi that subje&t. It will place the matter as it

-was, before your Excellency, and I, will leavc it there without comment, only re-
maiking, that charges for simlar pýrjuries, imiglit nith as great propliety, and li
sonie instances with greatcr, be preferred aganst many of the witnesses brought
fort ard by his Lordship, to support the different charges against the servants and
agents~of the No'rth-Wcst company, lately determined.

I have a number of afliàavit ir my possessioq, in'mhich-his Lordship's witnesscs'
charge ucts unequiVocally in all the techoical Janguage of the law, to be larceny,
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