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notice and vindicate them from the gross which the rules accord to him. The so-
calumny which we have heard. called annexation sentiments of the hon.

Next we were told that the petitions pre- member for East Halifax have been pro-
sented here at the last Session numbered claimed by the Provincial Secretary. I un-
but a few thousands. I well recollect the derstood my hon. friend to say this : " I do
cireamstances under which those petitions .not wish to be- an American, I wish to be
were withdrawn fron general signature. a British subject-f wish to remain a Nov'a
While they were being circulated for that Seotian, and to enjoy my birthright and my
purpose the country was told by members constittitiona freedom as such; I do not
of this house, and their partizans elsewhere, wish to be a Cana iàn'LZhat is the whole
that Confederation would not be brought extent of the ground on wh lsthi"eare
here; that the Government dare not bring of annexation sentiments has been foundéd
it here ; and .I think I might bring it to the and sought to be fastened upon the hon.
recollection of one of the delegates that ho member. The next name on my list is the
proclaimied the opinion that the subject hon. member for Inverness, who referred to
would- not be presented to us for many a. topic that is very distasteful to me, be-
years. It was under these and other cir- cause it refers to a state of rnind and inten-
cumstances that the people ceased petition- tion which it is derogatory ta the honor of
ing, and but for the representations I have this House ta suppose that any member of
referred to, the number would have reached the House is moved by-that is, the matter
that of those which were sent across the of corruption. As I have said, the topic is
water. derogatory to us, it is distasteful to me, and

The Provincial Secretary, in referring to I will pass it by with only this remark-let
the scheme, touched upon one important the people be our judge. But the bon.
topic-the fishéries. My constituents, sir, member thought lie had made a great point
are deeply interested in that branch.of in- when he asked if we hadthe machinery
dustry-none more so, perhaps except those for testing this question at the polls, taking
of the county of Halifax, and what is the into consideration the population of the va-
hista of Confederation in that aspect ? rious counties, and the number ofmembers
How damagingly has. Canadian influence returned. But he forgot that that is the ma-
operated on thoese engaged in the fisheries chinery by whiC h th is onstituted,
of the coantry e Every one knows that they under any and a icircumstances and in re-
have been sold and sacrificed; and wheth- lation to every question,. and therefore I
er it beCanadianor Imperial agency that consider theat his analysis of th an
has been at work, I,care not-the ipelan- ad representation of the severail constitu-
cholyfactremains : ourefisheries and our encies was no proofin support of his povt-
fishermen have been sold. This sir, a tis ain te fhe hon. mimber , spoke o the
foretaste of the frcits of Confederation-this union of Cape Breton with this Province;
is a s cimen of the policy that wi l be pur- but he forgot to tell us, as he should Hav
sued ieferenc to the pp any other inter- done, that at that time the islandrhad no re-
eists of the Maritime Provinces when it suits presentative institutions ; its affairs were'
tre bets of the new r Dominion." The rencd th Governor and Council, and
is no,man, young orold, engaged inthe its people wereno Irepaentead atall. The
prosecution of thelfisheries, and dependent people of.the i'sland were therefore elevated

s them frhi s support, but hasthis mel- c i the scae of constithtioinalt freedom hemn
anch conviction forced upon his mind- their interests were placed under the riteP
that toý be a British sùbject is to occupy a tion of representatives duly elécted by themn.
position inferior to that ofa American. All I nowcome to the hòr . memberfor h alifax
thatvaluable'property which the Lëgisla- (M1r.' Shannon.) He greatly mistook the i.e-
ture as been from yeari bio yea r declring fcienct which Itmade to theperiod and the
to be the peculiar possesion of the countr "doings of eero. I meantad made no al-
has been transferred for a considration too lueion a c all to the proceedisa of the lin-
,paltry, and contemrptible to mention, 'Every ýperial, .Parliament, in ,'onneetion .with the
member'here who has fishermen for his 'nierry-maùking in which the el speech'l call-
constituents utfeel that this .Canadian ed us to join, bút my rernaris' were aime*d
policy. shou induce himn to' pause a, long at, the, côticocters o 1f that speech. It was in
timie befor giving his lassent to this Union.' connection with the proposed rejoicinýgs that

I1 now come tothat pàrt of the Provin cial 1 made tihe ,refere'ncei to the. tyrant who, in
Secretary's observations which relate to a 'the ruidst of a 'calamaity such ýas neeëér af-
gentleman who, though he is hre is de- flicted this Province, saw such great reason
barred fram answering ;or himsell, imas- for merriment.. Tke hon. gentlemn thën
ruch as "lie has exhausted the privileges went on ta give ifs a gdwriig þiwtue of the


