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Science Notes.
A'CCORDI-N1G to Dr. Marcus H:~. Ihonias, who points out the imi-

portance to the railroads of first aid to the injureci., bothi fronm a
huminane and( econornic stan(1Ioint, iii the January 61:1 issue of the
Journal of thiyA uerican Ilcil Association, the railway acci-
dent, in spite of modern inventions and appliances. is not only
apparently muevitable, but on the increase. \mlong the 1,300,000
pesn eligage(l in op)erating the railroa(ls in the Ujnited States,
statistîc show thiat one Ili eachi 500 ivas killed during 1904, and
one in eVery 24 was injtire1. Takîng up the consîderation of
the subject froni the stancipoînt o~f sordîd advantage, '' the one
wlimch sliotild be of paramiou-nt importance to the railfl)ad, with
wloio the econoinc qJuestion is always oue of vital interest,'' the
auithor says: " The steami railroads of the United States pay
aniniall ni (lainages to injured persons 0.74 per cent. of their
g-ross earnings. This is seemningly a trifling clecimial, but n coin
and1( currency it arnounts al)lroxim-ately to $14,00,000. 11u
addition to this sui, $î,ooo,ooo is spent annually iii the main-
tenance of a legal department, one-haîf of whichi expense mnay
safely be attributed to the (lefense aud settienieut of persouial
lnu my danmage suits. These figures (Io not cover the to)tal
expense of injuries by commion carriers by auy mneans. This
compilation l)ertains solely to the steani railroads, w'hile the
interuirban electric lines andi local street railway Iines increase the
ahove totals mnany fold. T-articuilarly (Io the local street rail-
ways a(1( enormouisly to the list. It is estilnated that the
M~etrollilitan Elevated of New York alone pays anflually $2.-

000,000 for personal injuries, au(l lias constantly on baud nearly
six thousand suits of this nature. The Brooklyn Rapid Transit
Companv's animal persoîîal injury biudget is ini the neighbor-
1100( of $î,0,000oo. The case withi which evidence cani be

pulrcha~secl, and the ubic1uity of the professional daniage suit
lawyer in the large ceuters of population, gives the siniulator
and( imupostor a larger p)ercentage of successful chances than

with the transcontinental railroad." Dr. Thoinas contends that
the surgeon who is qualified In the neglience law is iii a position
to reu(ler the mnost effective au(l economic service as adjuster
of personal injury dlaimsq. " Thiere exists to-dIay." says lie, " i
m-ost of other\vise well-organized railîruats a lack of co-ordina-
ation betweeu the legal and surgical staffs, as a resuit of the


