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where it lias the field to itself. But the field in whicli local
ncws is interesting is linxited. In an ordinary way, teaders are
flot concerned about the minor hiappenîings in a range wider
tlian, say, 20 Or 30 iniles. Yet, these lîarpcniîîgs are wliat the
people want in a local newspaper. As soon as you go outside
Vour ininiediate local field, yotu are estiniatcd by comîlarisunl
with the city weelcly, xhîclî gives double or treble tlîc quantity
of matter you could possibly get together, at hlf the price, ii
many cases.

3. The circulation of tîte average country newspaper of
tic better class, 1 take it, ranges froi 1,000 tO 3,000. If tîtuse
figure~s were doubled, whiclî would entail treniendous effort, aîîd
would represent an enormous advance, I do not believe the
quantity of advertisiîîg or the puice received for it would be
materially increased.

4. To double the circulation of a country îîcwspaper would
very considerably add to the cost of production, faster machinery
being needed, anîong otlîer things. I do tiot think that machine-
set type cuts any figure in a paper wlîcre tlîe weekly is the only
editioni publishced. In such ofices tlîe rule is to ruuî the job
printing and the paper as one department, and a certain number
of hands are necessarv, some of whom would be idle a good
deal of thîe fime if the mîachîine wert rui ti its full capacity.
Part machine slugs and part movable type is an abomination to
a neat printer.

S. There sbould be a profit aIl round to niake the business
of publislîing a paper go. At $î a year there is a fair margin
of profit on the whitc paper ; at Soc. there is none, and notbitîg,
so far as 1 can sec, to make up the deficiency in that important
item.

I tlîink the position of nîy friend, 'Mr. Albert
NIR. I. il. N10Oou. l)ennis, of New Glasgow, N.S., in PRi.,;rFR

IRIsS. prvssioui, iii last issue-, tlîat "Soc. a yeiar is
too dangerously near the profit.nîargin

point," is vt.ry reasonablc, and, withal, truc to tact, as the ex-
jîcrience of several publisiiers wlîo experimcnted wth the lote
rate gives evidence. The instances Mr. I)ennis cites, where
low rates are alleged to have won the success aclîievcd, (ail, 1
thinlc, to prove lus contention. It is wcll lcnown iliat the bulk
of The M,\ontreal Star*s daily circulation is sold on the sureet at
lc.-$3.12 per ycar; that its rate to reguiar subscribers is $3
lier Vear. It us true, clergymen, teacliers and posimasters
receive it at a reduccd rate, but 1 venture TIhe Star bas îîot
bujît i*s circulation iîor made its profits from the latter classes.
Th-c Star's weekly editiori, withi its circulation of t i S,ooo, is $î.
%Vith reference Io the weely paper quoied, 1 thinlc thc pub.
lisher himiself regards thîe Soc. rate, as yct, in the light of an
experiment.

In nîy opinion, the successful, well.prinited, carefully*editcd
weelcly of the future will demand a subscription Tate of r least
$î lier year. It is truc, paper is cheaper and machine comîlo.
sition is somte cheaper than hand composition, but the produc-
tion of news to.day is more expensive, and the matter of chang-
ing advertisements costs one.half more than it did Io )ears ago.

There is no profit in a counltry weelcly with an ordinarily.
attainable circulation under $i pcer year. The reduction in the
subscription rates of weeklies from $i.So and $1.25 to $z was
flot because the publishers lcit these rates to be unreasonably

high, but tcause tlîe big weekly cdituons of the metropolitan
dailies were put into close competition with tlium.

I do not îiuîk there is nitcli (if any) profit
~IR R J)W.t<R~.iii publishing a weekly of a thousand or
<;iOR~LtowX under, at lcss tlî.-n $ i ; and it semns utterly
i .~iuu.îî.impossible for the country WLCICJy, lakirig

tlîe P'rovince over, to average more than this.
In our own little county (linlton>,for instancc,there arc publisucd
five welclies, besides the Ilerald, cach ouîe of tie five being an
excellent local paper. 'llien, in adjoiniig counities the ground
is fully covered, auîd it is flot possible to inciease circulation
beyomid a thousand wiîlîout encroaching upon the territory of
sonie good brother, who is as deserving of a living as tlîe rest
of us. This, I fancy, is the condition the country over. 1 may
say tlîat, in our constitucrîcy, ilîcre is little demand and no
clanîoring for cheap local paliers, which, by the way, us fortun-
ate for those who publislîIl ailliomc-prints," whose circulation
does flot exceed a thousand, and whece typographs are not
practical.

1 doubt whether my opinion amounts to
.%IR. J. W. I'A,Ein, nîuch, as my experience lias been obtained
MiON1,kEAI. only with a nictropolitan publication, whuch,
WEEKI.Y sTAR. of course, difflers in many respects (rom the

local newspaper. The publishers of Trhe
Fimily I-Ierald and WVeckly Star have flot found it necessary Io
reduce the price %V'ith thc chcapening of piroduction thcy
begani to give their readers more for their monty; and Ilie
paper increased iii suze froni 8 to 12 pages ; then to 16 ;iluen
to 2o0 and, finallY, tO 24. Thel lîrice lias never be-en cut; and
for clut>Iing and agt nts tliere is an ironclad iiumi lurice<
Tliough me have had to comîlete with 5oc. a- s tlîeY have, to
aIl appearances, donc us uîet to 11o liari, for Our circulation
lias grown stcadily yrar by year ; and is uiow couîsidcrably in
cxcess of the one hiundred tliousand mark.

Isy own personal opinion is ihat $i is not loo rnuch toask for
a wcekly, whtther counîtry or city; and it cati be got if the palier
is made wortlî it. O.f course, if tlie publisher chonses to rumi
bis paper on uncliangcd huecs from tliose lie followed wlieu the
cost of production was twice what it is zîow, lie will tiuid iliat he
will have to cut bis price in two to lîold lus readers. It is
simply a case of value reccived. A good paper at $ s a ycar
wull get about as maîîy subscribers as a jiaper only lialf as good
at Soc. If you start cutting, why stol) -t Soc.; wlîy flot run a
yet smraller palier anîd charge 25c.? " îe Kansas City Weekly
Star is oîîly 25c a year; auîd the exaniple may sprcad. l'ou
can certainly put me downi as a believer in $1 newspapers.

The two new cover paliers advertised by Buntiti, Gillies &
Co., Hamilton, in this issue are worthy of notice. 'l'le clîcaper
one, the IlTIafeta," îb ani antique wove papier of medium wcight,
in six delicate tints. For such an artistic line ir is tlîe cheapest
ever offed. The second is the 'Stiltan," also inanîtique finish,
but heavy and in strong dark colors-guaranteed fast. This
paper is made fuoni rope manila stock and is suitable for tlîe
highest class of wrork. Thre papers are both entirely new.
Sample-books are being prepared and will be mailed to ail appli.
cants by the Hamilton firni.
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