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THE CHtITIO

a child, a bcy, a 3ouîhi, bic grew, and (mec from cire, bie hll ail the beau'y
ar bis cally yenre. Thus another star rallol away ina childlike bappiness.

Açzain it le carly snriugtime, again thc sceflea upon the river ore panor-I
amic and beautiful. With somti light work ina baud, ïMagdilene suts in a
low rocker beside the Captain as he amokes and dreams. Ife is uneasy and
resîlese uewv. lie rises, Paves ta and fin, and then scats himstif and takes
the strong womanly band. Hie righe.

IlWhat ig it Cap' ai 1 hy ibis heavy aigli 1" she askr.
lIe tries ta formi a sentence; then bc rasts aw.iy bis cigar aad sa>'s, bro-

kcnly :
'%Vhy ibis day more ib-t anotbe,
What do you mean, Cipiain "" .àlie aays %vith a pale face.

'What la thc malter ta-day 1 WVIy da 1 ledl sa atrangcly ?" aad lie
lca':s eagcrly iat bu face.

She aeaily sm oons with surprise. Then in a trembbUag voico ahc siyis
Il I is thc auniveriary ai the diy ai yaur lasi wound."
Ice reste bis bcad ira bis bande and teari 11.)w dawa through bis flugers.

Madalenc gaz:-s at him and frecz.:s juta atone. Thea that wbich she lins
fearcdl bas corne irpon b:r. Miemory ks struggling with the tbick curtains af
d*s:ýase, and, slriviag ta rend lietien lurder la gel n glimpsc of the pasl,
Najîolcon look s, and w'iispers : Il Hlow long 1"

Sbc wbisptrs in anaewer, wbile lier beirt b.-ats tufriultiusly
IlSeven years L) a day 1'
Thea bis bcad sicke b-wer aad tears fi )w ina a copious Stream. Is il

truc that ina 8cvca yeara the entire person ai min ks ciairA~y avide anewi
l'bat cvery boue and siaew, cvcry cord and muscle, cvery drop ai blond,
every p2rticle af the sensitive braie anad ncrvc is creaîcd aaeti iu seven
yeaisi That is a queFtion tuat na nioralisi, ne pby. i ilogist, n.o ilîcalogian,
can tiver recencil.- wi h flic existence ai a soul aud mcmiary lu miin
Wbere, then, are siorcd the picturer of aur niotber's f sc as ive looked up bo
itin aur babybaod? Where arc kept the memaories of a mnusicil voice tbat bas
b:ta silctin luthe grave a score of 3 cars 1 Where werc the pictures cfithe vil-
lage green and sbautirg scboi-maes whkch now risc lu tait mtmory af the
cctogenuarian as hit dreams in bis chair, r.-sîiug bis wrinkled face upon bis
staff. Avauni, je bowling, Buper ficial miteriafiss ! Ten îim:.s tbe brain
bis casi ils slough ta mingle wiîh the duit. Tera limes the beaui baî rebut
ils stout walls, and ycl the aid mia lu bis denth b lb!es as he féels with
îrembhiag bande the patterna on the bed-coveriug, and be babbis, ton, ai a
ruother he kncw aaiy in infancy. Wrai theu 1 Dseaso is the fig arîly tbat
shuis out the landecape for a urne - diseast is the cloud thai nhis aont the
SUa. ]3ack cf fog and cioud arc the clear sky and tbe sun, and b--hind the
raving ai delirium and the b ibile ai idiocy is the imamortal saul-xi prisaner
in a tenameat ai day, a watcbcr fir iho lifting ai the curtain, a watcr for
the camiug of the turakecy health or the recdam ai ctcmnity. S id camioriers
are ye ail wbo weigb, dissect, and aualjzc min, and then tell hirn he is an
c3tthly vessel, vericat dlay !Nipolcon S.niLh laoks up agiin, and again
hc a!ks:

'Illow long?*'
Sbe clutches bitr breast as if la chake flic stru-c'1ig ie it wiîbin, and

whuprs ina a choking vaice:
aSevea yearf.",

Tke curtain i3 litcd naw. W'haî vrill lie sac bebiad il 1 li broods
wiîli dowacai eyes, wbilc greau Sotsa beave bis breasi. Wbat docs be sec
bebind tbe curtain? ile Dit c sce a sweet, girlisb face rvilb a ivoaltb of
shiiaing bain Ycs. %Virat csc? il Ie secs an augel of pity standing n tire-
less scnti- -1l besidc a iomb wbcrc n noble manbood is burird. He ece
long nightit, ï"ith dira, low-burning Ismapý, waiag foier i dy. lie secs
and fecs now a sali lîand laid on a lbrobbiug head and a seul looking out
cf loviug ejes ta ivaicb tbe helpless alep of an infant. lic secs more than
Ibis; bc secs n wcak and trcmb!iag form ledl îbraugb a raist ai fancies, ]ed
over rou3h grauudl by a srang baud, anad ai last standing la the sunlight of
lifr. lie speaks :

IlHow long did you Say l'"
I is coming now. Tuie curac, the rj.-ction, the bitter upbraidiag, and

the searcb for the doll-fic.-d girl , biat sha wihl terra lu Gil ani pral or. Tt
voice is iew and resigucd naw as abc answcers:

«Seven ycarD."
lic gels up s'oiwly. Ife looks upon bcr, then bie draps upon bis koces

and creeps to ber. J c takes that aîrong rigbl baud and kisst n it and sobis.
'aI ana a soldicr. 1 avili relicve the gusard. You may came c ff duty

aud rosi. Noir, my lave, ibis hind of mine shail Iead you ovecr the
rougli places af lita. My cycs shahi watch ivhile yours close ru -lerp. Oh,
my lote, my angel ! b ave bce drcaming fur seven long ycars, butin my
dreams an angel-fdce becau nbuve me and au angel kisscd my brow. 1
bave badl a lroubled alecp, but in my fcvcrisb scp a cool band prcascd My
hecad back upura my pilloîr. I kiss thai h.nd. 1 h2ve bca butied in a
10mb, but an angel sung a' . il doar and ra!lcd nway the stont af dcatb.
%ViII my 111e b:e lorg en3u.lî ta provz ta yau it ibis is tbe reai 111e and
the real love?1 W~hcu you doubi lay your bcad upon Ibis bosom and sec if
tvery hicsrt îbrob is nit yours and yours alone. J cffim you a love as dccp
and truc as your awa, lDa yeu btlieve me, my darliug, my angel ? "

'a t is tee mach. Ged is vcry, vcmy gond, to mec. \Vili you kucel and
pnay witb mec, my Captaîn, my brave, once mren 1 ' sbe sid>i and ihey kucit
dowa legetlrer.

%Vc ]eave tbesa ibere whcre asylums for the weak and crring rear tbeir
wals to fold la ta a ncw 111e the avasie af àsozicty, you xnay cc tbeir work
whcre the oc e lave cons Lis book wi:hb laboriaus uterancc, or the wcary

"CLEAIR 11AVANNA IG AilS"

sailur finds a calai harbor in age-in cvety gond wark tbe vasi fortune ol
ihis loving couple is cxpcnded.

Ttiey showed me a letter fram Fraucc a bhort tirne ago. Il rend liko

DEÂft, CAri Aî,ýâm i.iî M iii Sîîî rîr
Our boy, NLapuleon Smitîh B.ckford, is growing ta look so mucb like bis

namnesake that we writc ta ask wben he shall corne on that tour ta the
Unitecd Stater. Vou wiII bc astonisbed ni bis wonderful similarity. He
bias the chestnut curls and the aeq ailin: noie, and, 1 b'elieve he wiIl have
tbe carriagc and ph3 dque of the C iptain. Y,)u will love him ! WVill your
yacht stop at 'i\[ar8eilles. or shil ive exliect yau ai Piri<lq %Vc shall mîke
the tour of the Uaited St des nzxt, year, and if IL wiIl b2 picasant to you
wo would like our biy ta remiia unil then. Travel '.will do bina gond.
Colunel Bih has been promted , bi inl gond hcaith, and seude the on.-
c'osed fl>wer frant bis buttera-hole. Cible us about tbe yacht. Aimace is
so large and fat you would not know ber. Live ta ail 1

CiHAiz.: s ]3croRu, Genceral.
%When they laid down the letr Mtldilen:: raid:
"If her b.)y looks aay more 1-ktyou, ray Ciptain, than docs Waslî-

humne, aour eldest, I shail bt asionitihed. Aimee, aur baby, looks enough
like you lu have been a bay. Well, and Aimee is large and 14i! Ah, my
Captain, are you flot sometimes sarry you lest flhc b.-autifni girl l'

IlNever siy il ag iia, M -gdaleae. I weep wbcn 1 thiak that a doubt
cin entar your mind."

And hie se-z.d ber, drawing lier te bis knec and It sing ber.
W-Iahat a scene ibis is for a naarriedl caup!e ai mtdd ceage ta b: pr:-sent-

ing 1'1 said the blushiLg ivife. 1 think so myst If, sa I leave them. You
asked me wbo was my friead tbree Iiiurs aga. Il! siaa)d ai my deek, a tai,
baadsom~ min, with a sid _-wise dr.n)p ta bis bcad, and a badge on his b reas?.
That was Napoleon Sý-itb. Ti t was mi friend story.
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