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confession, but these have wisely been allowed to pass unnoticed. The
church has too niuch on hand to turn aside fromn its proper work in quest of
hercsy or to vaste time in replying to intemperate orinconsidcrate teachers.
So far therefore as i iberty of propbesying " is concerned, there is no need
for revising our subordinate standard;, those who are satisfied to, remain and
use the ample liberty they enjoy, have no cause for coniplaint, or asking a

change.
But there is a miinority in the church, though they rnay flot be very

nuinerous nor theoiogically inciined, who affect contenipt for dogmatic teach-
ing and decry an>' attenipt at definition in religious opinions. A few Ioud
voices, somne witbin, but more witbout the Presbyterian church, are occasion-

aIly heard urgentiy caiiing for revision. Let us hear what they say patientiy

and weigh it weII. D r. Campbell, speaking strongiy for such, and baving no
kind words for Augustine or Luther, for Calvin or Beza, for C. Hodge or liv-
ing Caivanistic theologians, condemns the system in bulk, and proposes
"ito put tbe venerabie document on the sheif among historic relics, a weapon

of the past," somnething effete, whicb bas outlived any usefuiness, it ever bad.
Now our taste may not be as antiquarian as the professor's, ccrtainly we bave
tiot made such discoveries of tbings wbich were most important muilleniums
ago, i)ut we cannet agree to bis proposai regarding the confession. 1o us it
is ilot effte ; witbin the last three years it has proved itself to, be a lively
factor in nineteenth century religious opinion. WVe cannot iay it aside as a

rclic. Nor when the professor further proposes that the Canadian church
shail prepare another can we agree with him. %Ve object to lay the veapon
we have on the sheli until we have a better. For two hundred and fifty
years the confession bas proved a trusty, keen.edged sword in the band of
skifled conibatants and it does not seem vise to do battle for the Lord witb-
out any weapon in place of the -uId truc l$ade. Wben, however, a better

weapon is provided we are sure Presbyterians wili not be backward to accept
it with thanks. No shrewd, soldier wiii go forth with bis claymotr, when a
rifled cannon is to hand. Cautious men however incline to, wait for the
better before they lay on the sheif what bas proved to be good and trust-
wortby. There is no such hurry, ve can "ibide a wee "-and hasten slowly.

Space viii flot allow here discussion in detail of reasons alleged for revi-
sion;, they may, however, bc generaily stated:

(x). CaMvnistic doctrine is not now, as kt was three hundred years ago,


