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41 18 easy for.superhicisl and- contracted.
Tukess and tor. biguted and dugmatic spirits
v denounce every dar trine and pracuce, dit- |
mping trom thew standard, ar stupid and |
neteie3b, and -1 asgerhn them te wibtul
pervevaity of ioart and understanding. ity
« eany to dugmatize, butdilellt to prove.
“any one can talh, but overy ono:cannot
wpartially and comprehrisively oxamme
the nature and causes of existng. phono. |
mena. He 18 3 poor philosopher and aj
worse divitio who arrogates _pertection_or|
exelugive truth and oxceiteuco to mself|
a1 ing party, and in“the’ tace ot multiplied)
ind well-kunwn tacts dennunees alt others|
1« kehigmanes and orronsty, . as mean and)
contemptible.  Men of - this stamp-would |
make ag zealous Mussulmen or Pamsts ag;
Protestants, were they onty suitably-edu.|
eated % \Whatever 18 with usis nght”
appears to be the quintessence of their wis.
dom. ‘{'hov only need the fachities of the
dark- ages and sdequate cwil power to|
«eunmme ' thewr opponents by s'runglmgl
and méourgmg Wo instinchvely recor
trom latitudinarianism ; but we thoroughly
ihher selfishnessand tigotry  'I'ruth dashes
“Bigotryfrom her emoraco as embodied hatred
wnd 1ilwill, while she scowls upon Latitu.

dmariamsm .a8 the negation of all “excel-|

ience aud drives ittrom her presence  Any
‘ine can ery “tho temple of the Lord, the
temple of the Lord are we, and heathens
A beside’s” yust as dud the narrow-muinded
Jows of old  When Paul_proclaimed fhim-
selt divinely-comnmissioned to gn * far hence
uite the Gentiles ™ with the offer of sat
vation, those self-sufficient Jows voeriorated
*Away with such a fellow from the earth;
-l it 18 not fit that he should tve ™ Paal,
torsooth, sined m geing *hence ™ “from
the very. persomifications and paragons of
‘all rebgious excellence. but tu go to_the
tientle “dogs " and give them the chl-
dren ¢ bread, to extend equal priviléges and
btesgings to those eontemphible “gentiles,”
-who were out of the visible Church, un-
reumuged and unwashed, was such a con-
-unmation of errar, heresy, and schism, in
the estimation 'of the Jews, as aroused thewr
<trongesteontemptand ablirrence and made
them thirst tor the apostle’s blud.  * Away
with such a felivw *! cried the Jew s, “away
aith such schismaucs and sinvers,” ex-
laim their modernsnccessurs “ 1L is aut
i that -he shouid- live,” sawd those blind
brasters and persccutors; it 48 not fit that
such sclusmatics should be in the slightest
degree awded or encouraged,” say their
miodern himsmen and brethren  Andas the

dents, wo detest and despise ity and shali
ugver show 1t quarter.  low dues i luub,

‘[ ble Kedeomer, who i8 love selt —=*Maste | naintain their radical and primary,

we 8aw une casting out devils in Lthy name
anid he followeth nut us. and we lurbad
m, becauso he- lolloweth not us, Buv
Jesus saw, verdy 1 say unto you lurbid hun
not; for he that ts oul agaiost us s fur us

it looks ltke darkness contrasted wath byppi,
haired with love, and holl with heaven: ho
man, under its influence, 18 capable of im-

partial and enhightened enquiry , he canpot .

Sireu rews . -
every language, gives. nise to frequent
k in their There are hut

aanie,

" besulo tho spiik and language of our adura- {low words i any "language, which always,

- - TR T :
and thoso. phrases which assert gencrally
what 18 true of only a part, or of some par-
ticular kind. These. and other like modes
of speech are introduced by vulgar

Greal caie s theralure nuuessary i
terpretor, to guard aganst rash.etymolugs.
cal exegems, wiuch is ulten very fullacivus:
Eiyinvlugy viten beluugs rathor tu the hus-
lury of lauguage, than tu the illustration of
o predent meaning , and rarely does it ex.
lubat any (hing inuty then a specivus illus-
Lration.

n the u?-.

mte every language, cepecially -inte the
onental ones. 'They abound in poetry and
oratory. Nor is there any.particular rea-
&un that a wrter should take special pains
to avoud them. It is necessary.therefore tn
these cases, to have recourse, for the sake
of interpretation, to the'naiure of things, (a)
to innate conceptions, corimon sense, atid

13. Expressions which conye I

ove truth for 18 own sake, and-p
aad embrace it, whatover be the: cost
c b it 4 by such.a spiri,
he lgo;m through a discoloured aud. decep-
tive medium , overy thing appears- to-um
with one taige hue’, he neglecis or perverts
whatover s.ems, adverse o' lus own-per.
sunal_or sectanian nterests, he shrinks
trom a thorough nvestization of every ey
dence and of every side , he employs erro-
neous standards, and; it may be, crroneous
rinciples of ratwocination ; and - whatever
he cannot answer he contemptuously disre-
gards, or pronuunces il unscholarly, desps-
cable, or absurd. ) )
_ Description and ridicule are tho weapons
with which tigotry shouid bo- assailed and
overthrown, * Answer a fool according to
tus folly, lest he be wise mn his own con-
cent’ ‘

REGENERATIOV "NSTANTANEOUS
There 1s not, the least duubt but regene-
ration is- phished ina nt, For
there 18 no delay ia the transiton from
death.tolife. No personcan be {said to be|
regenerated, so long as he 18 1 the state
of spinitual death :
gns to dive, he 13 born agam. ' Whereforo
no intermediate state, befween the regene-
rate and unregenerate, can bo imagined go
mtch as i thought , for éne 18 either dead
or alve ;. has oither ‘the spint of - the flesh
and the world, or the Spint of God actuat-
g him , 18 cither in the state of grace or
i the state of malediction, either the
cinld of God or'of the devil, either in.the
way. to salvation or damnation. There
neither 18 nor can be any ‘medium here.
‘The holy Seripture divides all mankind into
two classes-=*sheop and- goats,” Matt.
xxv 2 3 and_compares ther gomgs to
fwo ways ,- whercof the one, which is bruad,
leads to-destruction ; the-other, which-1s
narrow, to Life, Matt. vii, 13, 14, and thero
1s no one, who does not tread in one orother
of these ways.—Witsius.

FAITH,
We want that faith which outetrips the
speed of ages, which seizes on the impe-

lews portinaciously” insisted on the Gen-
ties absulutely aud mvanably eonforming
w all Jewish rites, ceremunies and regula
Doney sy du theit fuc -simides wn this day
uige the satie Llauus and wahe the saiac
gemands,  We anight suu the}mmllcl fat-
thiea, but it 13 nut necessary 1L s ubvivus
i the samo-bigotry reigns in-tho one
' 1438 as w the other,  In the first, the sprit
W persecution 'was rampant and. raging,
because 1t had scopo and facihity for opera-
wn,~in the second, the same epirit 15 eXis-
lent, but latent,.because cireumseribed
und guarded. -In buth, the saie intolerance
lys_claim to the same’ conscientiousness,
uptightness; zeal. tor God, and smeerity
1 venily thought with myscli that T ought
iu do many things contrary to Lhe naing of
Jesusof l\?;zaret . -I most conscientivusly
and relyriously opposed Christ and i peo-
ple, satgtho nnco turious,-bigoted, phari-
saie “chief of mnners,” and, 4T verily

think wath mysolf that 1 ought to withhold .~

-=uppott from overy form of Tehgion but my

wu, and steadfdsily discountenance ™ ie
'he language uf overy sell-gufficient ngoted
religiomst of modern days. Now, whether
such a epirit ne this obtains among Papists
vr~Protostants, Armimang or Calvinists,
Episcopalians;*Preshyteridns."or “Indopen-

| rishable and apprehends the infimte , which
{ leans upon the ann, or grasps the mautle,
jot uinniputencd 5 wiuch hrmgs‘the distant
neary and lurns the mvisible inte o present
| substance ,. whivh gives swlt wings tu hope
and swilter tu.devotiun, strengthens. the
hiands for iabuui,~-braves the nerve for en-
durance—and dilates-the heart with emo-
tions, the vory germs and pledges of-our
immortality y—which rears us up from the
dust ‘ot haman traity, to hecome priaces
and prevail: with . Gud,—and teaches us,
while halting-and weanied in the contest,
stll to_retain our huld and say —* T willmot
let thee go, unless thou bless me,"—al-
tough it 18 an-angel’s might.with which
wo struggle, and an-angel’s pmon that is
half-unioided, and already spreading to the
wind—Rev. R 8. M'All,-LL- D

Biblical Litevature. )

" RULES F INTERPRETATION.

' cHap. L .

Uther means to assist i finding the sense
of words besides she wsus ‘wguends.

. Concladed. i i

12 Etymology an uncertain givde. The

but s the metant ho be.( HEmTALT

ya
g are to he ed, iz_llﬁ{mgh i re-
spect to etymology “they may differ. 'Lhat
analugy is pusticularly - useful tu an.nter-
preier, which leads him not'only to compare
similar words and phrases, and go cast light
irown the oye upon-the other, but algo to
compare expressions, which, though dissi-
milar in respect Lo etymolog yy are employed
to designate the same idea. A
‘14. Foundation of analogy sn all lan.
guages,, Noone can doubt that men are
affected in nearly the sams way.by objects
of « mse. ‘lence, thoss who speak of the
same objects pefceived and contomplated
mn the ‘same manner, although they may
use Janguaze ‘that differs in respect to ety.
mology, yot must be d to have

the plain elerents of knowledge,- (8) - More-
over, wo must-avoid.nrging mere, verbal
criticiem too far, or introdueing far-fotched
etymologies, or hastily conrlulding that the
expresaon of the author i faulty., JLan-
guage 18 “made. by pravaling. usage; nor
can that be faulty language, which agrees
with the usage of those whoare well sxilled
it Whesefore grammatical anomahies
are not only free from fauit when, predoni-
nant usage sanctions-them, but they be.-
come a patt oftne language, so that one
who departs from thom may be said to write
inaccurately. o i

{a) E. g, the mind 1s inflamed;. in inter.
proting which expression we resortt to the na.
ture of tho .mind, to show that the sense of
inflamed must be tropical.- So when the sun

meant the same thing ; and on this account,

the one may be explaiued by the other.

(Morus, p. 178. xx.) X
Men are physmcally and mentally affected

i1 the samo manner, by very many objects ;

and-of ‘course, it may be presumed that
they entertan ond mean to express the
same _ideas concerning theso objects, how=
ever varioits their language may be. * Be-
sules;, modes of expression are often com-
from one people 40 another
the use to be made of these facts, the fol-
lowing section treats,

15: Use of the above general” principle.
Infeneral this principle s of great extent,
and of much use to the mterpreter i judg-
mg of the mraningr of tropieal language,
and 1 avoiding fichtious emphasis.  Act
cordingly, we find .t resorted to now and
then by gond interpreters, with great profit

uf it needs much and accurate knowledge
of many tongues to use it discreetly ; whence
it s not to be wondered at*that its-use 13
not very common among interpreters.

The following general cautions, on”the
subgect of comparing words and languages
with each other, may be of some’ utility.
(1) The meaning in each or any language
1s 1ot to bo resolved 1nto-the authority of
{exicons, but -that of 'good writers. (2.)

H

18 #a1d to rase, go down,-&c.; God 10 ascend,
destend, &e., we resort to tho resl nature of-
the in q in ocder 10 explain tho
language. So in explaining prophetic Jan-
guage, if the evont prophcsieﬁ have como_ to
pass, wa resort to tho hsioty of the event, to
cast light on the language <vhich predicts 3.
(&) E. g. pluck out thy nght eye; cul off
thy raght kand. In construmng thns, our views
of thy worth of hifs, and of our members, our
viows of duty as to the proservation of life and
asofuluesy, and our knowledge of the shiure
of tho Chrisuon© religion in general, all con-
spire to fead us to rejoct the literal exposition,
and to givo the words o tropical sonee. So
when Chrnist tuils lus discipies to #alute no one
by the way, §-c.; andnhko manner, 1 ianu-
merable other cases. -
Astoihe varions figuzes of sptoch mentioned-
in the sectiwn above, can it bo doubted whe.
ther they occur in tho Scriptures?  Calachresis
19 tho'uge of & word %0 38 to aitributd to a thing
what cannot be really and actually predicated
of it. -When the heavens thicn are said to &s.
ten; tho flocds 10 clap their hande; the-hills
to skip ; tho trees of the forest to exult’s what
1s-this but catachresis of the boldest kind ?
Hyperbole magnines s thing beyond sts real
greatuess.  When the Saviour says, Jt ¢
easter for a camel to go' through the eye of a
needle, than for u rich man to enter.anto .the
kingdom: of God, which 13 aftorwards ex-

Words, phrates, tropes, &¢., of any
language are to be judged of by the rules
of Judging among those who spoke that lan.
guage, and not by those which prevaill m
modern tines, and- have ongiated from
different - habits  and tastes. (3.) Guard
agatast drawing coaclusiuns ds to the mean-
ing of words s the samé o: d.fferent Jan.
guages, irom fancitul ctymuiogy, swnlatity
or metathesis of-letters, & (4) Whea
the sense of .woids can be ascertamed in
any. particular_Janguage by the_ordinary

should not be resorted to, except for the
purpose of increased illustration or confir-
mation, (5) Take good caro. that real
sinilinude eaists, whenever comparison is
made.

10. Interpretation by appeal to the nasure
of things,- thé common_sense, vieus, and
teelings of men,-ge. . We must alsd resort,
10 the naturg o things, and the analogy ot
the sentiment which 2’ wrier (s iIncuicating,
that we may find the true meamag of his
words, and not altribute to them wmore nor

means, other lauguages, even kindred ones, \ ed

platned as sinply me 2,. How hardly_shall’
thoy that have ™ riches be ‘saved,*wa¥ not his
language Ryperbole?  Hypallage means &
chango of appropriate lavguage for unappro.
priste.  E. g Luke i, 54. his mouth and-Ais
tongue, hth The ,~however,
must not be contunt with a meagre ndte on this
greatsubjecs. Let him pornse .and re.poruse
Lowth's l,cctutes on.liebrew poetrys where
tho nriure, design, and’extest ol- figurauve 3
isaguage in tho Scrptures, isbotter unfolded
than’ia any other book of which I have any
kaowledge. Comp also Glassii, Phitol. Sae.
. Dathii, Vol n. (Moruz, pp., 185191 )
In regard 10 that usage, by Shich the whole-
is put for a part, and a part for"the whole['it is
by no-means equent in the Scrip

How often do-we msct with pas or pantes,
when only 2 large or conuderable number 1

nd

“lintended.  On the otherf hand, a part is putas

tho representauve of the whoie, in very mauy
passages, o, g. Pevaut. 7,8, Rom. viii. 38,39,
Sarely 1n the last example hcre,.the apostlo
does not mean to zay.ihat the things which he
paiticalarizes, are tho only things which are
anabla to scparato us from sho love of Christ.
He meane 10 833, that nothing whatever can
effect a soparati Ingcll mcﬁ cases, the ex-

less than he did,  Every writer, sp
ously or from education, feels that:his

.| readers must understand what he 1w saying,
so that thero 18 no danger of musapprehen-|

swn. 14 happens not anfrequently, that on
wus awount ho uses Janguege which is not
altogether accurate, if it'be judged of by
the rules of logical prociswon. * Of this na-

fluctuating uso of words, which,provails 1
o R}

ture aro qqlachr:{ss,vhyperbo?c, -hypallage,

tent, the nature of the =ubject, abd scope of
the diecourse, muost*detarmine the latitudo 1n
whieh thoe words aro to be taken, ~

Especially. must-common sense, as Ernesti
says, bo appoaied 1o 1n tho tnterpretauon of
patabies, allogones, and all kinds of figurauve
language, proverbial expressions, &c. Every
witor addecsses himaclf to the n sense

of lus follow aen,



