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'mout conclisive as to his guilt—that is m-l
tothe utterances of Maggie Dutcher in %——
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l-hown.uhnd been stated at the coroner’s fnq;ut.

A very serious railway disaster,

~resulting in much destruction of

. iproperty and some loss of life,
o&urrﬂcl’l‘myofhu week, 8t Palmer's Pond
near Dorchiester, in connection with the fastiexpress
from Halifax, The curves and grades which occur
at that point have long beén regarded by some as
constituting an element of danger, but, so far as we
ate aware, this-is the frst instance of an accident at

the place. On- Tuesday the train was running at

not greater than was ¢ It does not appear
that there was any breaka defect in the track or
the engine to canse the accident. But in rounding
the curvé the baggage car left the rails, and, follow-
ed by the five other cars which composed the train,
ran several hundred feet and down a high embank-
ment on to the ice of the pond,’before they stopped.
All thecars were turped over, some of them mote
than once, in. their descent, There ‘wete of ‘couree
qiiite a farge namber of passerigers, and it is certain..
ly marvellous that most of them eacaped with com-
paratively slight injuries. It is sad to relate that
two persons, Mr. A. C. Edgecombe, of the postal
department, who was a resident of 8t. John, and Miss
Patriquiin of Bloomfield, N. B., were killed. Many
were more or less seriously injured, among thein
Hon. Dr; Borden, Minister of Militia, who was geri-
ously, though not daggerously hurt.  Considering

all the circumstan e public must experience a
sense of m.mm.« the disustér was not at-

teMbymdlMlouoﬂife Ifithdm
red atia ‘tine when thie ice was not ‘thick upog the
pond, & large number miust have been drowned. | As
to the immediate cause of the accident, the theory

about 35 miles an hour, it E stated, a rate of speed-

“ {hatit was due to the wught of several tous of cents

in onié end of the laggage car, appears quite prob-
able. It seemsevident too that, whether this was the:
cause or not, the interests of the travelling public
require that if pnctxuble the mndahall be straxghb
ened. . >
fe
The Duiches * The trial at Dorchester of John
“"9"' ’ Sulliva for the muirder of Mrs,

Dutcher and her ‘young son at
Meadow. nmkmwmt, vwncmcluM
i and resttited

that the child, while lying in a delirious condition

" after having been rescued from the burning housé,

uttered such words as ‘‘ Go away, John Sullivan,'
“Don’t hit me, John Sullivan,” &c., it could not
but have had great weight with the jury, and prob-
ably as a matter of fact did have great weight in
determining their verdict.
the crime and the apparently hardened character of
the murderer plead against any mitigation of the
full penalty of the law. At the same time it will be
well for thoughtful men and women to consider how
far society in general may be responsible for & con-
dition of things in this country, which makes such
a character as that of John E. Sullivan possible. Is
there not a large class of persons—some of whom
are now perhaps loudest in their dexmndnmm of the
murderer—who are, nevertheless, helping to perpet-
uate conditions out of which such crimes are born?
If there had been no liqnar traffic in the land—and

‘Westmorland county has a law prohibiting it—there

wounld have been no Meadow Brook tragedy.
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aod the Tk, New York paper, in a cable letter
; of recent date, announces that
the great Turkish secret is out at last and intimates
that the representatives at Constanunople of the
European Powers have united in a demand upon the

Turkish Government for reforms, which demand will,

if necessary, be backed by coercion,. This does not
appear to add greatly to our information on the sub-
jeet, lmce we are not told what ghe reforms demand-
ed are, or in what way. the powers will proceed to
-dminhw the policy of coercion, supposing that
the aqun will not of caunot bring the reforms to

However the present situationis considered

pass.
- to be a triumph of diplomacy for’ Lord Salisbury,

since, in some way which as yet is a matter of con-
jéctun, Russia was induced to agree ‘to'a ‘poliey of
oercion. On N¢ ber 18th, M. Shishkin, the Rus-
sian Ambassador afConstantinople, refused
to a policy of
of whole the Mohammedan world would be aroused,
vet 2 week later lie assented. to Lord Salisbuty’s
proposals, and & policy of reform, ineluding coercion
if necessary was adopted. It isconjectured that the

' personal influence of the Czar had much to doin de-

termining the result. Russia having come to the

mppw't of Great: Britain in promoting an effective
& was nothing for the other Powers to do

Sultan will long continue in the position of an

; mdep:ndeut tuler.
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in aid of the sufferers. It is hoped that there will be.
ageneral and generous response by the people of the
Dominion to the appeal for help. There can be no
doubt that the need is very great and urgent. The
area of mrcity is of great extent, and of course
densely populated. - Millions of these people are in
a starving condition. Thousands of them have per-
ished of hunger already, and unless relief is sent

life by the famine will be terrible, . From. all. the

great colonies of the British Empire’ help is being

gathered, and the people of Great Britain will do

generously. Other dountries will render some assist-

anee. Russiaespecially has been prompt to aid,an d

is now sending warships laden with grain to India.
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Wiser but  Some months ago quite & large
Sadder. number of people in the province

.-of Quebec were persuaded by the

glowing representations of agents to emigrate ‘to
Buzil. They were assured that in that southern clime

s theoyportmtnsibrpeopleof‘ limited

worked largely in the mterest of steamship compan- .
ies. When the simple people reached Brazil they -
found the conditions vastly different from what they
had expected. - The promises made to them were in
part nnfulfilled. The climate had ‘features, they
dound; far more objectionable than those of their
northern home. The food was bad, their surround-
ings uhwholesome, and the wages they received,
though they might hdve been lgrge in Quebec, were
insufficient to support them in a country where
wholesome food was so expensive as it is in - Brazil.
Some of these unfortu.ﬂa‘te people were in some way
able to obtain the means of returning to the north,
and they have arrived in their old homes, wiser and
sadder for their experience. Some fell wvictims to
fever and. laid their bones in’ the foreign land, and
most, if not all, of those who are permitted to returm
are in a wholly destitute condition, but thankful at
least to get back again among their own people and
upon their native soil.
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—Among the centennial celebrations that of the
igh silk-hat claims its turn in the present year of
grace. - It appears that the hat which has come to be
80 indispensible a part of masculing attire in fashion-
able circles, did not, on its: first appearance in the
British metropolis, meet with a gnclous reception.
It is said that the police records? of London - for

" January 16; 1707, record that o the preceding day,

}ohn Hetherington, haberdasher, of the Strand, was
_arraigned before the Lord myor on a charge of
breach of the peace, etc., sndwﬁreq\mcd to give

- bonds in the sum of £500, all bécause of having
- appeared ot the streets attired ina high silk hat.
' Ttwas stated in evidence that the gentleman in ques- -

tion had appeared on the public highway, wearing

. on his head a tall structure, having a shiny lustre

and calculated to frighten: timid people. It was

. testified that several women had - fainted at the
'mmsight,whmwmﬂ dogs yelped,

‘‘and’a young person thrown down by the crowd
-qum..m ! h(hiimhnh-. i




