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BANQUET TO COM. WILLIAMS, OF THE
TRENT.
Very Graphie. Aceount of the seizure of Muson
and Slidell by Mail Officer Williams.

[Froim tho London Post, Dee. 14.]

An interosting moeting was held on Thursday
evening at the Royul Western Yacht Club of
ingland, at AMillbay, . Plymouth. Commander
Williams, R. N...who .was the mail agent on
hoard the Trent yehen she was stopped by the
federal wir steamor San Jacinto, and Messrs.
Slidel and Mason, the: Confederate Commission-
ers, taken from ler, i3 o member of the Royal
Waestern Yacht Club. . When it becawmne, known
how ably he had acted on that trying eccasion,
soma of his brother members thought it would be
well to entertain the gallant officer at dinner at
the elub, on his return to his home at Stoke,
Devenport.  No.sooner was the suggestion made
thau it was udopted. and very suon quiteas many
names were entored for the dinner a8 the chub
dining” room could aceommodate. Commander
Williams having nceeptad the invitation the din-
ner was fixed for Thursday. Tt took place in the
club dining room, and was attended by sbout fifty
wentlemen,

The CuairaraN.—The next teast which I have
the honor of proposing to you is. * The health
of oar gallant and sworthy guest, Commander
Williams”—{(great. cheering)—who has kindly
ac¢epted the invitution of the members andsub-
scribers of the Royal Western Yacht Club, who
were desirous of inviting him to dinner as a mark
of their adiniration of his conduet on the occasion
of the late insult offored to the British flag on
hoard of the royal mail steamship Trent. (Ap-
plause.)

Commander Winnians, who upon rising was.

received with enthusiastic asplanse; which was
again and again renewed, said :—Mr.’ Cliairman,
Mr. Vice-Chairman, gentlemen, and brother
members of this the Royal Western Yacht Clab,
it is not with the feelings of arrogunce and pre-
sumption which Mr. Fairfax has thought proper
to impute to'me that I will now endeavor, as well
as severe illuess will permit me, to convey to
vour minds the deeply seéated gatitude that 1
feel not ouly to the chairman for the compli
mentary language and tos pardal language used
by him, whom I have ever found for the last
four or five years my kind and considerate/friend.
but ulso from the maunner in which the mention of
my name has been received by you—you, many
of whom ave old and tried friends of mine, and
many whose faces I hava never met Before.—
Thorefore I take it to be not so much a personal
matter, but a national matter—(hear, hear)—that
you have takon this opportunity of throwing
around my shoulders the maatle of your appro-
bation. (Renewed applanse.) Gontlemen, if I
fail to convey to you—if I fail to convey to you
from the poverty of my language the throbbings
that swell up from the well of my heart, T beg
you to believe that I am sineere in all that I shall
say. [Bravo, and hear, hear.] The compliment
was never looked for by me:.  [** We heliove 'it,
Williams.”] I will endeavor to be as little ego-
tistical as possible, but in the present instance it
may be necesraxy that I should speak, in some
measure of myself, in eonsequence of what has
been said about me in the New York papers, and
which has been referved to by Punch. The New
York papers have thought proper toallude to me
in unwarranted language, and which I fear has
been countenanced by Mr. Wairfax. Beforel say
one word wbout Mr. Fairfax, or the proceedings
which took pluce on beard the Tront, and which,
perhaps, you would like to héar from my own
lips—[** We should,” and applause]—and ‘the
manner in which the Trent was boarded, I crave
your indulgence to allow me to refer to notes. I
am not a practised speaker. T have never had
to speak on any occasion like the present, and,
therefore, I must erave your indulgence to allow
e to refer to notes which I have this day made,
from extracts taken from different papers, in or-
der that T might not omit any portion of such
evidence as I should wish to lay before you. I
throw myself on your indulgence. [Hear, hear,
and choers.] T belicve at ull events, that I have
on my side truth and power. 'I'o convinee you
ef that trast—I cannot give you tho chapter and
verse of these estracts that I am golng toread to
you, because I have neither had time, nor have I
had the heart to put myself to the task of taking
any notes of the particulars of the dates in such
papers, [Cheers.] DBat i readin the dates the
opinions of the Awerioans—I mean the Northern
portion of the Union, the Federal States. In al-
luding to the attagk on the Trent it says:—: If
the act iwself is justifiable the manner in which it
wus porformed i3 unexceptionable.” .(Oh ." nu'd
derisive laughter.) As to,the inanner in \'vluch it
was performod. 1 was, at the time Captain Moir
@ame to me to say that a suspicious vessel was
abead, on the main deck, with a pipe in my Ennuth
veading the ** Kssays and Reviews.” I dld'not
then think for one momeut that such an atrocious
thing would have been done as that which was
enaeted by the gallant officers of the San ..Incu}to
to tuke-as prisoners of war, contrary and in vio-
lation of futernatioual law, the so-styled Commis-
sioners from tho Confederate States. The argu-
ment that appeared o: presented itself to my mind
—the argument of tlie moment—is a flash of
lightning, was that if a slave, a fugitive slave,
ouce succeedg.in putting his foot in a free State
~putting asid reat Britain—that tbat slave
from that moment was fiee from his bondage.—
(Euthusinstic eheering,) The manner in which

utes after the vegsel was descried, we hoisted our
ensign. It was met responded to, As, we ap-
proached the San Jacinto a short was fired across
our bows. I appeal to you now—to you officers
of the army and navy—is it usual for a neutral
power, when wishing to speak with another ves-
sel. to fire a shot across her bows to -rder her to
heave to? (No, no, cartainly not.) We proceed-
ed slowly. We put her a starboard and ap-
proached her. We were not half a cable’s length
from berj; I would say she stopped—except that
she had steerage way~when a shell was fired
aeross her bows—(shame)—and that is the way
which it has been thought proper to style as un-
exceptienable. (Ivonical laughter.) Imake them
o present of that. (Hear. hear, and langhter,)
Capta§f Wilkes suys;—*In the process of arrest
he was glad to say every thing was coaducted
properly, and nothing occurred which did not do
honor to the American navy.” (Qh! oh!) I will
not dilate wpon that. If they think that honor,
let them hiig it to their gouls ; but Grod forbid that
i her Britannic Majesty’s navy should hug as honor
such as act to their souls. (Bravo, and repeated
applause.) Now, gentlemen, I approach a sub-
ject with great diffidence, for it personally affects
mv honor, it personally affacts my eharacter. —
(Hear, hear.} Before I say one weord regarding
the notes whieh T have before me, I will teoll you
the manaer in which Mr. Fairfax and I pm‘tosl.
(Hear.) Mr. Fairfax came to me on the main
deck, hat in hand, and said :—*Six, I have a pain-
ful daty to perform, and if in the excitement of
the moment [ have said aught that by possibility™
—I dan’t say that is word by word what he said,
but it is the substance—(hear, and *That's all we
want”)—if I have said aught that by pessibility
can be construed inte a personal offence or an
insult towards you, I nmiust hambly beg your par-
dom, sir, for I never meant it.”” I replied, ** Mr.
Fairfax, T have had a painful scene to witness—-
a scene of degradation to my couniry's flag.
(Hear, hear.) I not deny that my feelings
hava been greatly exéited. but if by any gesture

I have done aught to offend you. as a man, there
{is my hand. sir, and I erave your forgiveness.”
{ {Applause.) I ask you now, gentlemen, that Mr
| Fairfax—T do not say that he has said so—but I
|say he has aountenanced it in the American pa-
{pers, he has countenanged the expression, “Gas-
{ conuader.”  [Loud eries, ** Have they dared?”
| and shame, shame.| He Mr, Fairfax, says *that
my manner was so violent he was compelled to
request C'aptain: Moir to remove me from the
deck’—[oh ! oh!}—and *'that there was no unioh
existing between Captain Moir and myself.”
Gentlemen, I utterly deny that there ever occur-
rod one single instance of a want of unity between
Captain Moir and myself—[bravo, and *That's a
refutation,”]——and I am proud to have this op-
portunity of saying that I ean bear testimony to
the high character of Captifin Moir—(cheers) —
the most gallant sailor, the most urbane gentle-
man, with all the «ourtesies of life to endear him
to those with whom he is associated, it has ever
been my lot to meet in this world. (Repeated
cheers.) I eonfess that I Lave been advised to
speak at no length on account of my health. But
I cannot help it, let the consequenees be what
hey may. (Hear, hear.) I mastexplain to you
what has never yet appeared iu the pubiic pa-
pers. (Hear. hear.) It is said by the American
papers—but I cannot put my hand on it now,
though I havo read it over and over again—it is
said, * That Captain Wilkes could not have re-
cerived instruetions from his government at
Washington, for that he was on his return from
the Western Coast of Africn wending his way
through the Bahama Channel to New York.”'—
What do voa think,? I do not know whether it
has come before your notice at all ; but what do
you believe ? IHow will you put trust in the ve-
racity of such men who will write such things,
when on the 16th of October I saw the San Ja-
cinto off St. Thomas? I cannot remember now
whether it was on the night of the 1Gth or the
morning of the 17th. T went on my way to Mex.
ico, going to Havana, Vera Cruz, Tampico. On
mv return to Havana, on the 36th of November,
I found that the San Jacinto had been to ITuva-
na trom St. Thomas ; that she had coaled there,
and that two of her officers, passing themselves
off as Southerners in their hearts, had lunched
with Mr. Slidell and family, and extrncted from
them their intended movements. (Sensation;
** Hear, hear,” and.** That never eame out be-
fore,” * Bravo.”) I againsay that T am going
to approach a subjeet with great difidence. I
am going to speak of Mrs. Slideil and her daugh-
ters.  (Hear, \wnr. and ** Cheers for them.”) 1
tell you, sir, that Miss Slidell branded one of the
officers to his face with his infamy, having been
hor father’s guest nut ten _dnys.hef«:{_o. '(.“ Dis-

graceful,” .and _* Bravo for .\_hss Slidell. ‘)_ '.\n
wards of mine shall pass my lips on a political

point. I have no politicul feelings, 1 do as I

am ordered,  Mr. Fairfux denied that the mari-

ners made a rush towsrds Miss Slideil . at the

chasze, with fixed bayonets. I beliove when i

lay my hand on my heart (suiting tho activn to

the word) and say, and hope formercy in the day

of judgment, it is true that they did so. (Hear,

figar.) ~ Miss Slidell—and no girl in this world

has been pained more at the mention of her name

in the public papers than she has been b_y the

manner in which some persons have alluded to it,

uot pained by their having stated the manuer in

which she agted—(cheers) but some of the pub-

lic papers deseribed her as having slapped Mr.

it is performed is ‘¢ unexceptionable,” . Shortly
after the Sun Jacinto wus scen, a very few min-

thern States. nye, a so-called gentleman, had call-
ed upon Mrs. Slideli that afternoon, aud, as if
tw ir feolings wero not harrowed enongh by be-
ing epacated fram their father and protector,
somd demon must come tv make the rankling in
their hearts more bitter by telling them the de-
cision the law officers of the erown,  He said he
came to offer his condolenco [!] and to inform
them that the law officers of t!h\; cl'ol:vnl bn(} ¢
Rt el o) 'ri f + Serve him right if|decided ‘ that tho seizure of, her husband
l'lulrg!:;g i;?.?:‘;‘u g'&:’%,'?) Shlc did slril;cn Mr.| was net contrary to international law,” ELnud ¢ B ctishn. o ¢ } e
o Loud choers for her then.”)  She|orles of digraceful and stameful.] Gentlemen ;08 demominations including the congriational
Qs | s I was enabled €0 fel} Mrs. Slidell—and perhaps
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not do it with the vulgarity of gesture which has
been attributed to her, fﬁss Slidell was with her
father in the cabin, with her arm enpircling! his
neck, and she wished to be taken o prison with
her futher. (Hear, hear.). - Mr. Fairfax attempt-
od to get into the eabia—I do not say fnr'%’ ]
for T do not not say a word against Mr. Fairfax;
so far as his manuer is concerned—he attempt~
ed to get her away by inducements. In her
agony,then, she did strike him in the fuce three
times. 1 wish that Miss Slidell's little knuckles
had struck me in the face, I should like to have
the mark for ever. (Oh! and laughter.) It has
been argued in the public papers that if Captain
Moir and I—1 am not, finding fault with the pa-
pers, I am finding fault with the letters which
have appeared in the local pepers; I am not
finding fault with the feelings of the country, for
the general voice of the eountry has thrown over
me what you have done this night, as I said be-
fore, the mantle of your approbation, which is
dear to me. (Applause.] It has been argued
whather we should not have done our duty more
clearly if we had refused n passage to these so-
styled commissioners from the Southern States.
new o1 this point I have a very strong opinion.
[ know that there are at this table members of
tho legal profession, but I am not geing to offer
any opinien of my own. 1 am geing to offer to
your notice a fact of which I am perfectly cog-
nizant, and which occured in the year 1833--eith-
er at the Jatter ond of the year 1833 or the be-
ginning of the year 1834. ~ At that, time Donna
Maria was on the the threne of Portugal. In 18-
33 Dom Miguel was expelled from that eountry.
and yet a noted agent of Dem Miguel applied to
the Peninsula and Oriental Company for a pas-
sage to Liston in the Tugus steawmer. Tho pas-
sage was refused. That agent prosecuted the
cempany. I do not mean to say that this is de-
cidely o point in support, but a Sortior: it
strengthens my aigument. . Ho prosecuted the
company for having refused him a passage, and
after aflong hearing the political agent. was cast.
bnt the only plea on whieb he was cast was the
plea of the company that if they had not refused
him thoy would have been refused admittanee to
the 'L'agus, and, consequently, have been subjec-
ted {o a prosecution. colleptively and individuai-
Iy, by pussengers who had paid thair money to
be taken to Lisbon. A fortiori I say that it is a
case in point' (Hear, hear.) Tt shows that
Capt. Moir had no right or power whatever to re-
fuse thesa so-styled Confederate Commissioners
pussage to England. (Chcers.) Moreaver, so
far from any disunion between Captain Moir and
myself, T should have had nothing to do official
ty with either accepting or refusing them as pas-
sengers. (Hear, hear.) But I shonld have off-
ered my advice most strenuously to Captain Moir
that he would bave been suhjected to a prosecu-
tion if he should refuse to take them. But I hold

tha expression
lie !:p o Wl

iuu will ' :
ere— (y: =
and a laugh)—for I had

Just éome: from the fro-
eign office. where I had_ leagnt ceﬁ'u'i""d[tlw
law officers of the’ ¢Poum = r)—and which was
diametricalty opposite towhat the éd say.

(Cheers:) Now, gentlpmeni I have onlyonemore

subject that T knew of on whioh to speak!! The

cizoumstances attending  the' - federal ‘marines
rushing with the points of their bayonets at Miss
Slidell. (Hear. bear.) It was at this peint that
she screwmed, for her father snatched, himself
away from her—Ido not mean mafa?ml himself
away rudely ; bul he snatched himgel away from
her lo b?eiz['ylhc window of hig cabin through which
he thrust his body out. -But the hole wasso smail
that Ihardly thought it would admil the circum/fer-
ance of his waist. It was then the lady sereamed.
[ am’ charged by Mr. Fairfax, ** that my mamer
was 80 violent that he was compelled to request
Capt. Moir to removo me.” (Nonsense.) But
when the marines 1ushed on at the pofut of tho
bayonets —and I believa that it is not neccessary
that I should make solemur gsserveration that it
is trae—[no, nol—when they rushed on the point
of the bayonet, Thad just, time to put myf. body be-
tween their bayonets and ‘Miss Slide(l[—[oh!]—
and I said te them, and if Henry of Excter were
here ! I would ask him for his absolution for it—
[Taughter]—I said to fhem. ** Bdck you—
poltroons.” [-‘Bravo, and’ Capital:”] I need
not ask you, gentlemen if I am acquitted of bul-
lying. I bullied no one. [Hmrﬂwm‘.] I need
not ask you whether you aequit me vn':'»w. I beg
once more to cxpress my thanks to.vou for the
nantle of yoar approbation which you havas thrown
over my shouldars, - Captain Williams then re-
sumed his seat admidst :epex:}luil' applause, but
immediately roso again and sai :—-‘—.{ﬁhw me one
moment. It is sufficient for me that I have re-
ceived such approbation, but it may be satizfac-
tory for you to know that T have received the ap-
probation of my government. [Hoar, hear, and
cheers.]
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Rteamer Bohemian from Liverposl '25th, via
Londonderry 27th, ‘arrived this afternoon.

English papers are still discussing Trent affair,
in hopeful view that commi-sioners will be given
up and war be thus averted. ~Pending receipt
of news from America there was quite a lull in
spoculation on . Aaglo. American, question and
result was being quietly awaited, prevailing opi-
nion being in favor of peace. © Papers werc cal-
culating chances of French despatch reaching

myself personally responsible for everything that
was done.  [Cheers.] If what was done was
wrong I am willing to bear it. [Cheers.] If
what was done was right, he and I acted togeth-
er. [Lowed applause.] The Hampshire Adver-
tizer says, ‘* That I stepped out of my proper
position. and presumed to make myself a diplo-
matic character”—that I was merely a deliverer
of her Majesty's letters. [Oh.] Well, I ain not
ashamed to be a delivarer of her . Majesty’s let-
tars. [Much applause, and eries of “Well done.’]
I have not shirked my duty to my g¢ountry. [
have served twenty-eight years under the pen-
nant in my own service, aud I am too old to un-
dergo the expense of commanding a ship, even if
[ had theinterest to get the appointment to one.
[ aceeptod my present appointment in order to
aducate my orphan bey—This nephew. The

Washington before Seward replies to Lyons and
expresses hope it will arrive in time to influence
reply, a number of gunboats ordered to'the Mer-
sey. Reported frigate “Algiers” 'stationed off
straits of Gibraltar to prevent passage of priva-
teers, Frigates * Liffey” and * Melpomone”
were to leave Gibraltar 21st, for America.

London Times has eritique on Seeretary Cha-
se's report, says extraordinary extension of tho
borrowing system cxceeds anything in English
History

France was about to send reinforcements to
squadron off Mexico, and North Western coast
of American, also rumored squadron of obsexva-
tion was to be sent to the coast of Awmerica,

SPAIN.

youug gentleman was sitting by his side, and the
remarks oceasioned continued .outbursts of ap-
plause of an enthusiactic character.]
you for allowing him to be present and sit by my !
side. Aithough some may blame me for it, 1
tender you my mest humble thanks. [Cheers.] |
Well, I must speak of Mrs. Slidel!. You may
be aware that these ladies were under my charge |
for three weeks—three weeks of close intercourse |
on board a ship with ladies undor yosur charge
gives you a greater insight in‘o their character
and their feclings than causal intimacy on shore.
[Hear, hear,] "Whatever other people may say |
of Mrs. Slidell and her’ daughters, I assure  you
that so far as my humble judzement goes they
were thoroughly well bred ladies. [Applause.]
Now, what will you think ot this? When I land-
ed I was sont up to London in o special train. 1
aed previously recommended Mrs. Slidell and
her daughters to a hotel in London. believing it
be a quiet hotel, and where they miglit get apart.
ments en suite.  [Hear.] Woll; I was sent in
a speeial train to report the circumstancesto the
government.  On the day after [ had arvived in

{

Lord Palmerston and the Lords of the Admirality

tor T dined with Mrs, Slidell.

did strike Mr. Fairfax—(cheevs)—but she did

Madrid papers state that Spain sends six to
seven thousand men to Mexico, spanish squad-

1 thank [ron would sail in three divisions.
{ = Lishon, 26th. —Body of late King of Portu-
{ zal to be disenterred and analyzed, publie greatly

excitod, troops patrolling streets.
CHINA

Canton. 13th,— Rebels near Niig Po, inha-
hitauts fieeing to Shanghai, where alurz subsided.
Reported from Kang Kou that braves attacked
forcigners in the streets and houses, placards
posted up threatening extripation to Kuropeuns-

Markets ail closed darin holidays, only ono
‘duys business since Asia left. On Tuesday goi-
ton sold a* 1-4 to 1-2 advance, uothing deing in
breadstuffs and produce markets. €onsals 0=
-8t 01 1.8,

T O
ARRIVAL OF TdE CANADA.
Harwrax, Jaw. 8th.
The Canada left Liverpnol ut 3 p.m. on 26ih

ity

London T was engaged at the foreign offico with |and Queenstowi on 20¢h. she brought * about 500

woops, a battegy af artillery, and over tme hui-

until o late hour. T say then that on tho day af [dved tons military stores.  Aveived at Halifax
I am somewhat [on the marning of Wednesday the 3th.
difident in telling yoa what took place,  You |Sengers andfifty thousand specie,Cnnadiun steam -
will hardly believe that a gentlomant of the Nor- € Hiberaiarn from Liverpool 2, will tako six oo
seven hupdeed troops, touching'né St- Joha, N,
B. to land thom.  Afrieq from Liverfiool 4th for
New York will also tukes troops lauding them a5
Halifax. :

12 pus-

Tho iron 'frigate  Witrrior had got her suls

hent and was to by kent in rendiness pending so-
lution of Amevican question. \When Caiada leit
Liverpoel stato of su:pense prevailed ns arentest
anxiety was folt relativo to advices per Ajriea

hen due in response to those from Eogland by
he Europa. Iivpumduns from Sinday religi-
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