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Boer- Line-..of For?tresSé'sthlong .‘ the
~ Tugela Broken by Buller.

)

Kitchener Pushing .Rabidly Forward in an

- Endeavor to Head ‘off Cronje.

o (TSR

Lord Methuen’s Division Now .at

o e

¥ imberley—Canadians

P rsuirig 'Commahdant~ Cronje.

LAURENTIAN AT CAPE TOWN.

CAPE TOWN, Feb. 17.—The British
steamer Laurentian, OCaptain Numan,
which sailed from Halifax Jam. 21 with
the first artillery section of the second
Ccanadian contingent of troops. for
cervice against the Boers, arrived at
this port today.

The troops were welcomed by Ma- !
jor John Hanbury-Willlams, military |
sccretary to the geverner of Cape
Colery, and the British “high com-
misgioner in Scuth Africa, Sir Alfred
wilner, on behalf of his excellency.

DOVETAILED WITH PRECISION.

JACOBSDAL, Orange Free State,
Friday, Feb. 16.—Lord Roberts’ com-
pinations for th> movement of the
corps, dovetailed with precision, al-
though obstacles that had not - been
foreseen had to be overcome.

Thes execution of his & began
at three a. m. Sunday. Gen. French
rede  jnto Kimberley Thursday af-
terncon, just when he was due, ac-
cording to the field marshal’'s time
table, having in four and a half days
marched ninety miles with -artillery,
snd having fought two small engage-
ments.

The relief of Kimberley was accom-
plished. with the loss of only fifty
men. Twenty thousand infantry made
srlendid marches under @ sub-tropi-
cal sun, and through a drsitstorm, (o
hold the positions which: Gem French
took.

Lord Kitcn2ner was with Gen.
Tucker's division. In consequence of
3is transport arrangements, the four
divisions moving over the sandy veldt
are fed z1.d watered. It is hardly pos-
sible to appreciate adequately . the
mathematical precision with which
every part of the transport depart-
ment. has worked, marching through
the day, triling almost sleeplessly

througtcut. the night, victualling the
arimy and evolving every hour results
from s2oming chaos.

Tverybody did what was expected
of him cheerfully, though enduring
frightful fatigues. Few slept mnore
than thre: hours.

The bhattaliors, hour after heur,
teiled through ithe heavy sand uncom-
rlainingly, and when, now and them a
man fell out of the ranks exhausted,
he would rejoin his company later af-
ter he had rested. About fifty or
sixty were overcome by the heat and’
had to be sent to the rear in the back-
ward defile of empty wagons.

The rapidity of Lord Roberts’ move-
ments away from his base has solved
cne cf the problems, perhaps the |
chief problem of the war. He and
Lord Kitchener have created a mobile
force, able to move in exterior lines
and to outdank the Poers, themselves
so wonderfully mobile.

The position ¢f the Boer army at
Spytfontein Leing untenable, Gen.
Cronje ordered a retreat. At the
moment this dcspatch is written it is
uncertain whether his whole force, or
c¢nly a  portion, has gone toward
Bloenifontein. It is possible that a
part is going nortk of Kimberlev.

It is suppceed that a 29 ton gun is
otill in the neighborhicds of Kiinber-
ley. The road from Jacobsdal to Mod-
der Station is now open.

Further datails of the Boer retreat
show that the enemy has been fight-
ing a good rear guard action, and oc-
cupying successive kopjes in order to
allow the moving of the convoy, which,
however, has been going at a very
slow pace, the animals apparently be-
“ing dead beat.

The tatest reports ' show ‘that the
Boers in the meighborhood of Klip
Knaal’'s Drift are undoubtedly  dis-
heartaned.

Gen. French’s magmnificent march is
still the subject of admiration, espe-
ciglly in view of the dust storms and
‘thundenstorms that, all experienced.

Their work of shelling the Boers pro-
ceeds vigorously. Owing to the style
of the action, the Boers are -bound to
show in the open whenever they are

.obliged to leave the kobpjes.

THE CANADIANS' SHARE.

MONTREAL, Feb. 17.— The Star
published on Saturday the following
despatch from its special correspond-
ent with the firgt contingent.

. JACOBSDAL, Feb. 15, via Modder
River, Feb. 16 (delayed in transmis-
-sion).—In the operations shich have
resulted im the occupation of Jacobs-
dal by the British troops, the hasty
retreat of Gen, Cronje from Magers-
fontein and the relef of Kimberley,
ithe Royal Canesdian Regiment was
_given a. share,

iWhen the ordsr to make a forward
miovement was given, the Canadians,
who were brigaded in the ninth divi-
sion, mowved out from Wiegedraal on
the right flamk of the force do attack
Jacobsdal &8 reserves. - Preparatory
to the occupation of Jacobsdal, Gen.
French armived at Wegedraal on the
15th. 'The saventh division advanced
upon Jacobstal from the east on the
afiternoon of the same day. This move-
ment was the part of the general ad-
“vance ordersd through the Free State
‘for the relief of Kimberley and the

discomifiture of Cronje.. During his
advamce ' Genenal French captured
Brown’s drift on Modder River.
Affter the junctiom of the forces ar
Wegedraal and the decision to ad-
viance upon Jacobsdal it was seen thal
a sharp fight was in store. The city

. of Liondon Violunteers formed the aa-

vapce guard, the South Wales Bor-

dergrs were placed in the centre, the .

North Staffords on the right of the
flank. These latter were the first in
Jacobsdal. 'They ' cleared out the
Boers opposing them after a gallant

| charge with bayonets.

Meanwhile the 756th Battalion shelled
ithe outskirts of the town. The ememy
retired towards Magersfontein, where
Gen. Cronje’s forcs were entrenched.

Col. Heary and Major Hazlatt were |

wiounded amd' captured ‘in the action
on Tussiay, and after the Boers evac-

uated Jacobsdal, we found these offi- °

cers and ten British, who had been
wiounded in previous engagements, in
the Garman Red Cross hospital.

‘Wihile the Canadians, as part of the
ninth Jdivision, were protecting the
right flank of the troops operating for
the ocapture of Jacobsdal the rear
guard compesed of troops from fthe
ninth division - attacked Watervaal
drift. They were acting as an escont
to thz British supply column and quite
a heavy engagament resulted.

Gen. French with his cavalry, after

1he capture of Jacobsdal, pushed om

towards Kimbearley, and official infor- |
mation which reached here Thursday !
at midnight stated that he had re- |

lieved that place, and on Friday even-
ing dined at the club there, where thes
victory was celebrated. |

In the advance from Wegednanl sev-
eral Canadians fell out on  the march
snd are either in the hospital! or cap-
tured. Their names are Private James
Dmrake, formerly of the 63rd Halifax
Rifles; Privatz M. A. Munnis, former-
ly of tha 63rd Halifax Rifles; Privats
T. J. Walsh, formerly of the 66th Prin-
cess Louise Fusiliers, of St. John, all
of H company; Private Bordenneas of
D company; Private A. W.Wioodward,
formerly of the 26th Middlesex Light
Infantry; Private G. B. Corbould, for-
merly of the 5th Regiment Canadian
Antillery, both of A company.

(The name of Bordonnegs, of D com-

pany, which appears in the above
Jist, is not recorded in the official list
of the R. C. Regimaat. 1he reference
to Walsh is an error. He belonged
to the 66th Princess Louise Fusiliers,
Hialifax, not St. John.

CRONJE'S RETREAT.

LONDON, Feb. 19.—ThLe Daily News
publishes the following despatch,
dated Sundey morning, Feb. 18, from
Modder River:

“Our sudden appearance seems to
have astounded the enemy and thrown
them into panic. All their positions
were hurriedly evacuated and the big
guns at Magersfontein and Kimber-
ley were left behind.

“Gen. Cronje moved his transpont,
consisting of many hundred wagons,
along a bank of kopjes nonth of the
Modder, toward Koffyfontein. It got
past our mounted infantry, but owing
to weariness had to stop. Thereupon
our artillery opened upon it. The main
body of the Boer force kept up a run-
ring fight the whole day, vainly try-
ing to escape.

“Pach time their advance guard
sought to move off, our mounted in-
fantry galldped round and checked
them. We never attempted to stop
their main movements, contenting
ourseives with trying to check them.

“Their position at Xoffyfontein is
said to be very strorg.’ They enter-
tain a wholesome dread of tem thou-
sand cavalry moving morc quickly
than they do themselves. We hope to
be in Bloemfontzin shortly.”

'The Dafly News has ancther de-
spetch from the Mcdder River mili-
tary camp, dated Sunday morning,
which says:

“At dawn on Friday the Boers were

observed mcving wagons along the
kopjes toward Koftyfontein. Qur
nounted infantry was sent out from
Klip Drift, but wes drniven back and
the enemy’s wagons pessed.
. “Gen. Knox’'s twelfth brigade, how-
ever, quickly attacked the enemy'’s
main body and severz fighting went
on all day over a line which was very
extended.® Th> enemy, making a des-
rerate attempt, firally escaped, owing
to the serrentine bend of the river.

“mhe mounted . infantry suffered
from the trying flanking movement.
Our force has now been reinforced.”

- Y
IN THE FREE STATE.

JACOBSDAL, ¥Feb. 18— Gemeral
French’s march to this place is the
subject of admiration. The mounted
men and the homse artillery covered

two englagements and relieving Kim-
berley. The whole movement was
composed of different combinations,
ail of which dovetailed exactly. IMarly
on’ Feb. 11 the comcentration of Gen.
French’s division began, 2nd it was

completed that same day et Ramdam,
when the infantry came in sight. The

ninety miles in four days,, fighting-

next morning Gen. French BQVM
and seized two drifts om the = Riet
River. Gemn. Tucker's division

of oxen and males labored through
,the night in the midst of a terel
dust-storm. At four o'clock the 0
! morning most of the British force was
, across the river. Gen. Lord .
| ener accompanied Gen. Tucker's divi-
' sion, which marched -to within three
! Gen-Kelly-K=any, who t

to Kiip drift i the
where Gen. French was ¥
!they proceedad d
{ Immadiately they armved: ; ]
, thuen was opposite M rsfontein,
' Gen. Tucker held Jacobsdal, with Gen.
- Colville’s division near by ready (o
! move wherever required,’ Mﬂa “en.
Kelly-Kenny  kept session

two drifts ° on
. River. Meanwhile
. reached Kimberley. 13
thus rerdered untena angd. the
Boers had ihe alternative of starva-
. 4ion or retreat. - Commandant Croul
chose the latter, but it is still uncer-
tain whether it is the whole. of his
| fcree which is retreating: by #ay.of
| the Modder River 1o/ Bloemfongeds, ‘or
only a portion of i, while the'rést
ere. going nonth: of; Kimbarley. . :Gen.
Kelly-Kenny has. now. :cgptuged ‘pver
one hundred of the cnemy’s. Zﬁms.
| He has been reinforced by the High-
. land Brigade. The Guards’ Brigeds is
| cncamped ‘on ‘the Boer f'pasitich  at
Magersfertein. - Gen, Franch. has® left
Kimberky in order fo co-operate in
the pursuit of the Boers, who. seém to
be fighting a gcod rear ‘guard. action,
Trey are occupying St ‘,esa_lve,lijes
comvoy, which i forced and ” glow,
their anirvals being apparéently sdead
beat. At last rercnts the Boers. .were
in the neighborhood of Klip -Kraal
Drift. ‘They are undoubteGiy dis-
| heartened. Cen. -Kelly-Kerny has the
i naval guns with him. ~ Thesg" have
been splendidly hardied.  The *blue-
jeckets havz improvised temporary re-
pairs to wheels ‘and carriages. * . The
shelling of the Boersis proceeding: vig-
¢rously, Owing to thé nature of;the
! acticn they aré forced to show’ifs the
cpen’ wherever they “are obligea to
leave the -kcpjes. ¢ : %

Acrcording to Dutch repe rpofived
in Tyedonsdal,” - Genv %ﬁ i 6 (U
charged home through the retreating
Boers northwest of Kimberley. The
Beer laagers have been deserted ev-
erywhere. - Greait quamitities of stores,
tents, etc., have been captured.

The most striking point of the move-
ments are three—the mobility of Gen.
French’s force, ‘the efficiency of the
tpansport, and the marching of tha
infantry through deep samd with mo
water. The four’ divisions-had to be
fed while cut off from the primary
base. The tramsport -officers toiled
continuously and sleeplessly issuing
stores during the night. From - the
moment Gen. Lord XRoberts, at the
head of the troops, entered Jacobsdal
on Febrrary 15, the utmost order
has prevailed. The military police
are patrolling the t¢wn, and there is
a sentry at every store. The soldiers
zre allowed to maks purchases, and
this fact has surprised the inhabit-
ents, who say they had been told that
the Pritish always looted captured
tcwns. The behavior ¢f the troops
has dissipated this notion and the in-
habitants now welcome them. Since
the battle of Modder River the town
hes heen regarded strictly as a hosp-
ital. The towns people condemned
ihe Boers for firing on the British on
Feb. 14. The landrost offered to re-
tire, but.was not allowed to do so.

SUMMARY.

LONDON, Feb. 19, 450 a. m.—It is
ncw amply confirmed tbat General
Crcmje escapad. Every detail, how-
ever, proves how admirably Lord Rob-
erts’ plans were conceived and were
succeeding. But for the uvnexpected
delay at Dekiel’s Drift, which was al-
mcst  inmpascable for wagons, the
whole Boer force would have been sur-
rounded. The delay of one day thers
gave them their chance for a hasty
retreat.

All the other movements of Lord
Roberts  were executed exactly: to
time. Apparently Gen. Cronje is re-
treating with the miain army, and even
if he escapes altogether he will prob-
ably lose all his baggage.

There is still something doubtful
abcut the capture of the British con-
voy. According to a’ Daily Mail cor-
respondent with the CChLvoy, which
consisted of 200 wegomns, each loaded
with 6,000 pounds of rations and of
forage, arnd each drawn by 16 oxen—it
was guite unexpectedly attacked’ by
a commando supposed to come from
Colesberg. The escormi, consisting of
§0 of the Gordon Highlanders, forty
men of the army servic2 cCIps and a
few of Kitchener’s horse, maintained
a defence until the arrival ef rein-
forcements, sustaining insignificant
casualties.

The Standard’s ccrrespondent at
Jacobsdal, telegraphing Thureday, Feb.
15, says:

“An attack was made yesterday up-
cn the rear guard of our main body
by a force of 1,4C0 Boers, who were
hurried ap from Colesbers. They suc-
ceeded in capturing some of our
wegons, but Lord Roberts did not de-
lay his march to retake these. There
were few casualties on our side.

“The last of our supply columns ar-
rived frcmm Heney Nest Kloof today,
having met with, no oppcsition on the
my.u .

Specials from Ledysmith report an
apparent movement on the part of
the Boers towardéthe Free State, pre-
sumably  with the object of assisting

. Chieveley.
% 1.

in order to allow the moving of their |

weiters until March.

BOERS RETIRE ACROSS THE

cavalry, infantry and artillery, otcu-
pied Huszer Hill, five miles north of
The infantry entrenc ‘-‘V

D

The Boers were heavily entrenched
at Hlangnape and Monteeristo hills.

A steady, independemt fire, with’ oc-
cesional volleys, weas maintained for
some hours, and the enemy’s trenches
were  vigorously shelled. :

The Boers had one gun in action dur-
irg the early pant of th: day, but
vshen we began 'shelling, they moved
it across the river. .They used on2
Nordenfeldt in the afternoon. —Our
(_:*luames were few.

DR. JAMESON H.L.

LADYSMITH, Tuesday, Feb. 13
(by’ heliograph’' and native runner via
Chieveley)—Dr. Jameson has the fever.

“The | heat is tremendous; ' but the
morale of the camp is excellent.

Major Doveten's wife,  who was
given a safe corduct through the Boer
lines, has arrived here to nurse her
husbend.

MAJOR DOVETON DEAD.

LADYSMITH, Saturday, Feb. 17 (by
helicgraph  via_ Weenen.)—The Boers
have been very aciive here during the
last few days amd are evidently mak-
ing' a move somewhere, y

The ‘garrison, greatly. delighted to
learn of theé refief of Kimberley, is in
cxcellent ‘spirits end fit for anything.

Major Doveton & died Wednesday,
Feb. 14.

COMMUNICATION WITH DELAGOA
BAY.

* TLLONDON, Feb. 18.—A despatch from

the Swaziland vorder, dated Friday, |

Feb. 16, says: '

“The Boeéeragent at Bremersdorp has
been maintaining regular communjca-
tion with Delagoa Bay via Swaziland.
Two coolie carriers have been bearing
sccks supposed Lo contain salt, through
Tcnegnlemd. . On-.examination it was

founa thy: sacks contained gutibow-

der.

B

BULLER'S OPERATIONS.

CHIEVELEY CAMP, Feb. 18; 7.10 p.
m.—Since Wednesday there has been
fighting in the high range of hills run-
niing north and south,” about 10 miles
norttheast of Chieveley. The noorthern-
miost hill of this range is known as
Mionte Cristo, and the southernmost as
Qingolo. 'Between them is a nek or
stretch of comparatively level land,
while at right angles to Monte Cristo
is @ low green hill, which apparently
is unnamed. It was important that
these positions be taken before Hiang-
wani hill was ocupied. On Wednesday
the British’ took an eminence called
Hussar Hill. One force held the Wee-
nen road, while another made & pro-
longed march through the vailey. of
the Blaawkrantz River. The Boers
opposed the irregular cavalry, who
came 'in contact with them &t eight
o’clock in the morning, but they were
mepulsed. On Thursday the ~ troops
rested, being much faltigued by their
march over the rough country. Omn”
Friday they occupied a position about
a thousand yards in adwvance of thiat
previously held by them. The next
day (Saturday) the British might
swept the Boers from Cingolo Hill, the
enemy’s artillery shelling the hillside
as their rifiemen retired. The British
held the position, bivouacking -there
jast night. Today they are crossing
the nek Dbetweenn Cingolo and Monte
Cristo hills. ~ £

BULLBER’'S HEADQUARTERS.

CHIEVELEY, Sunday, Feb. 18—Gen.
Buller has established his headquar-
ters on Hussar Hill. Heavy artillery
firing was maintained at intervals by
both sides from Wednesday until Fri-
day. The British slowly pushed the
advance and their infantry. occupied
entrenched new positions in_ front of
Hussar Hill, with glight fosses. »

It is belleved that the lyddite work-
ed havoc in the Boer trenches. :

The Boems are supposed to have
moved their big guns. back over the
Tugels, Friday afternoon. The rifle
fire has been heavy at times. The
whiole country is thickly wooded.

The Bnitish oparations are directed
to the capture of Hilangwane IFill,
where the Boers are strongly fortified,
and from which they are shelling the
British with great accuracy.

The British infantry are now dis-
posed along a line extending for seven
miles to the small kopjes at the base
of Monte Cristo hill. Fmwom 6 o’clock
Friday morning the British incessant-
ly shelled Monte Cristo, with the nek
separating it from Blaauw Krantz hill
along the rnight.

The British infantry is making siow
progress up thed nek, in the endeavor
to occupy Monte COristo, which will en-
able them to enfilade the Boers on
Hla.l;gwane.

BULLER'S CASUALTIES.

- CHIEVELEY, Feb. 18—Gen. Buller's
casualties ‘during the last three days
operations have been about '80./ The
British forces have now partly as-
cended Monte Christo hill.

s

ARUNDEL, Saturday, Feb. 17 (re-
ceéived by despatch rider).—Captain
corps, spent a night at Hobkier's farm,
attending the wounded ' Austratians:
He says that the enemy wers remark-

ticing thiyt the bandol s of the Qngn:y
were filled with soft-nosed bullets, one
of our men said :

" **yiou ought nof to bring such things
to fire at us."” '

whaltevar we can get.”

This pattionlar Boer contipgent had

Transvaal, where the Boers are used
to. hunting blg game along the Lim-
popo. - The men bad obtained their
ammunition” for that purpose. = One
Briton, whoss thigh had, been shatter-
ed, raplied to this explanation : . .

“Well, I wish yoa had been- kind
enough to shoot me lower down.”:

After the retirement of *the British
forces the Boers held a prayer meet-
ing and thanked Heaven for their suc-
cess. 'Then they separated into small
panties and moved to their various
outposts, chanting hymns as they
went.

Capt. Longhurst says that he was
much impressed by their considerate
treatmeat of the British wounded:™

FIGHTING NEAR DORDRECHT.

BIRDS .RIVER, Saturday, Feb. 17.—The
peeition near Dordrecht now is that the
Beers cccupy. a strong - hill north of the
town and ‘that the British hold a command-

ing a brisk exchange of shells over Dor-
arecht.

Gen. Bratant’s horse, 2,900 strong, com-
menced the march from Pen Hook Thurs-
day morning over 'a trackless veldt apa
through a mountainous ‘and ,dificult coun-

try. }

Early on Friday they were fired upon, and
the firing continued all'day and well into
the night, the British clearing’ the Boers out
of: succegsive positions under a terrific rifle
fire lasting eight hours.

Towards midnight Friday the British forced
the Boers at the point of the bayonet' out
of their lust position, an imporiant , one
overlooking Dordrecht. The artillery duel
was continued today.

The :British - casualties weze eight killed,
including . Captain “gnll,a.n and Lieut. Chand-
le;_ handBteiight wounded. . i o
-~ The urhglmul some prisoners an
a quantity 1{! forags and provisions. ;

B ¥ ————— %

pp FOUGHT 'TO THE END.

LONDON, Feh. 19.—A despatch to the
imes from Naauwport, describing the re-
tirement to Arundel draws attention to' the
devotion of twenty men. of the Burghers
Mounted - Rifles, who were caught in a tra
and died to a man fighting their last. y

WESTERN MEN REACH HALIFAX.

JALIFAX, Feb. 18.—C. battery of artil-
lery, from Kingston, arrived by special
t-ain at midnight Saturday. Three ?ounted
police were the only military men on hand
and of the general public there was none.
The train pulled in in almost complete dark-
ness., Nearly all the men were asleep in
their berths and tumbled down more or lees
awake to find themselves in Halifax. The
passenger list was 172 men and 140 horses.
The. tiip down was a good ona. The train
left Kingston on Thursday nocon. Every-
where there were ovations, except in Que~
bec. At Cornwall, Ont., the town pedple
gave them a dinner. They were not ex-
rected at Montreal, and nothing in .the. way
of a reception was given. Thence east there
was Iittle enthusiasm till they reached New
Brunswick. All along the line in New
Brunswick there was _abundance of good
cheer. At Moncton they left the train and
marched through' the town, headed by a
local band. Amherst and Truro were equal-
lv demonstrative. ;

Three troope of A squadron of 1st “bat-
talion "Canadian Mounted Rifles arrived this
afternoon from ‘Teronte, a &7 hours’ run
as their special made it. The Toronto train
brought 144 men and 1539 horses, in com-
mand.of Lieut. Col. Evans. i

The journey was unmarked by special in-
cident.” The officers and men are all well.
‘fhe horses travelled splendidly, and o'nly
one was sick. The train was not on time
after leaving Montreal, and there were not
many people on hand to cheer the men as
they pasred by. At Campbellton’ tkere was
an exception to this rule, for = there the
whele town seemed to gather-at ibe sta-
. tion. Though it was 2 o’clcck in the morc-~
ing when the train reached Mcncton, maay
toarded it and greeted the  scoldiers. Be-
ginning with daylight today the train en-
countered a southeast blizzard, one of the
fiercest of 'the season. It was 4 'o’clock when
the Toronto train pulled into Richmond sto-
tion. at Halifax. Major Wiiliams and many
officers with I squadron were on hand to
greet the men, taking charge of the horses
and all the equipments; allowing the Teoronto
men to proceed to. Willow Park camp, at
crce for tea.

A unique service was held at Willow Park
military camp.this morning, -when 200 the
Canadizn soldion;lsl, gathered in

ms for

perade A But. the howling
., ¢ s,  but. the howlin it

easterly hlizzard made it impossible to leavé
camp yithout discomfort. and accordingly It
was decided that the chtrch parade would
be given up. But there was service, .for
Rev. W. J. Armitage went out to the camp
to conduct the religious exercise and ad~
minister communion. The building, which
for a time was sacred, had been erecled only
for summer use, and it is by no ineans
draught proof in July. ‘What the place was
today with a fierce wind shrieking over
bleak fields anf beating against it can be
imagined. The great canvas sails, which
t.ad been rigged to make the building_ less’
urcomfortable, - swayed to and fro, doing
much in breaking the force of the wird.
Some of tie men who could find chairs
gathered around their feet folds of ‘surplus
canvas 'lying on the ground. One man lay
down and wrapped’ himself. up in a spare.
sail. One or two in the coldest corner
conned their knitted caps. Close attention
was manifested ‘throughout the service. Two
ladies were h;nl l!;; dcongres\tln. tgra:;eo tSht6
o) irls, who come over -
S many . and joined in :fa! dgo&o:’s
of those for whose success an ety thelr
preyers through all the campaign will doubt-
less ascend. y 3

Membters of any chureh, regardless’ of de-
nemination. were invited to partake of coms
wrunion, -and many: accepted _the privilege
of joining in the sacred rite. Nearly half of
the congregation received the sacrament.

i
ANOTHER STEAMER SFIZED.
PORT ELIZABETH, Feb. 18.—The British

steam
York Jan.. 4 with a laneous cargo, has
been seized by the% gunboar Thrush
and brought to Delagea Bay, on: suspicion of
baving on board. articles. coptraband of war.

‘Before the Sabine sailed from New York
it" wds' 1umored that she 1ad on beard " &

large- quantity 1of provisions, syms and am-
mnmu%-arm ets and zenml_mgz
plies, no. con of * the rumo
. could be obtained.” The vessel ‘was cleared

for Delagoa Bay..

" The Boer replied: ‘“We must use

come from the northern district of the .|

ing post to the south. Both are maintain-*

vine worsh ?ﬁ’dbce:'
. * It ha )
'wﬁ»’ ve : caurel

er Sabine, Captain Taylor, from New {

/40 and 42 King Street, St. John, N. B *

AL TS
P G ey eyl
M there " by ° 3 %m and

do for . He repled: 1
m%’” He repl -

‘nx'y'j'z'éo bars to his .mi Gt Tne‘lfdes
father.” a sergeant, returmed "to the  front
this week, havifig recovered from his wound.
On his arrival. at Portamouth young Dunn
was tenderly borne on’the shoulders of the
aelighted populace, ¢ AR

: SADDLES SEIZED.
LOURENZO MARQUEZ, Feb. i8.—The
Portuguese' authorities have sefzed two large
cases of saddles, forming part of the bag-
gage of the Russo-Dutch Red Cross conting-
ent that arrived on board the steamer Kan-
zales. The authorities claim that saddlee are
contraband 'of war. !

4 LOKAD' ROBERTS' PROCLAMATION.

CAPE: TCWN, Feb. 18.—Lcrd Roberts has
issued a proclamation to the Burghers of
the Orqange Free ‘State, sayinog that he feels
it his 'duiy to make known to all the Burgh-
ers the cause of the coming of the Dritish
as well as’ to do all in his power to terminate
the devastation caused by the war; and that
te issues the proclamation in order that, if
the Trurghers. continue fighting, . th may
not do ignorantly, but with a full . 1-
edge of their responsibility before God “for
the lives lost in the campaign. ;

The proclamation goes on to say: ‘‘The
British government believes that the wan-
ton and unjustifiable invasjon of British ter-
ritory was not committed with the ‘general
approval of the pecople of the Free State,
with whom the British gcvernment has
tived in complete amity for so many yeavs.
it believes the responsibility 'to rest wholly
with the government of the Free State, act-
ing not in the interests of thé country, but
under mischisvous influenees from without.

“Great Bri*ain therefore wishes the peo-
ple of the Free State to understand that it
bears them no ill will and that, so far %pf
is comratible’ with the successful conduct
.thg‘,wmr;g‘:?‘ of . the - re~oRiARIOR
TG TR Lt

e ‘eyils br upon. X
action of thdr'guvemﬁe_n?’m'

1n conclusion® Lord "Roberts warns
EBurghers to -desist from furtaer acts of
Leetiiity towards her maiesty's government
and troops, and he gives directions regard-
ing requisitions ana complaints.

WAR OFFICE A_NNOU NCEMENT.

LONDON, Feb. 20, 12.30 a. 'm.—The
war office at midnight announced that
it had noihing further for publication
from South Africa.

In the lobbies of the house of com-
mcns last evening, < however, it was
rumored that Gen. Crouje’s army was
surrounded, that Gen. French had
got Dbetween the Boer forces and
Blcemfontein, and that he was only
aweiting reinforcements to close 1 on
the eremy.

No confirmation-of this rumor is ob-
tainable,  although ithe general jdea is
that the government has received im-
portant despatches.

AT THE VERY FRONT.

MONTREAL, Feb. 19.—The Star's
carrespondent with the first Canadian
contingent, cables: 1

MODDER RIVER, Feb. 18.— The
Royal Canadian Regiment is in the
nvidst’ of hard work involved in the
edvance of Lord Roberts’ column, It
may be because of evidence given by
our men during their stay at Belmont,
but it seems as if we get our share of
all the hard work that is going,

We left Gras Pan with the Nine-
taenth Brigade of the seveath division
on Tuesday last, and that day maxrch-
ed -thirty miles to Wegerad Drift.
There we were enabled to reader in-
valuable services by hauling naval
twelve . pounders., across u difficult
drift. :

- Onr Friday we marched on to Jacobs-
@al, and then on to Klipfontein, where
we arrived on Saturday morning, afl-
ter the.drift had been captursd.

| As Commandant Cronje’s army. had
 vetived up the.Modder River on Fri-
day . night, the sixth division, follow-
ed hy the Highland Brigade, hed
across- the ccunity to Klipraal. ift,
where the Boers croesed the river.

Fhe Nineteenth Brigade, with the
Gamadisng, left Klipfontein last night
By a forced mareh to catch up to the
Highland . Brigade ard sixth division,
which are trying to intercept the Boer
army.

_ After the Canadians left, the rear
guard, with a conyoy of wagons of
focd, was attacked by a large force
of the enemy with two guns. Our
trcops fought all morning until they
were ordered to abandon the wagons
by Lord Roberts. The Canadians had
cnly left the place a féw hours when
1the attack was made, an@ so we eS8Cap-
ed surprise. %

Ovr men are standing the fatigue
and inténse heat with great pluck,
and their enthusiasm is most conta-
gious. * Our long marches are enliven-
ed by Canadian songs in both French
- and English, and all are eager for &
| battle in which they can prove their
mettle. - The heat and dust are dread-
| ful, but we are well. :

WIAR. SUMDMARY.

LONDON, Feb. 20.—Dt is now three
3 since official news WwWas received

y

om. Giorl. Lord Robents, and such um-

officiial’ news ‘as has been received in

fhe meantime has been  imconclusive

| 4na sometimes contradictory. The ab-
T (Continued on Page Eight.)

Pri enry ' of - g, who 'asked
+ the: boy.  what he would like the Queen to
‘He replied: ‘1 hope. her ma- .
send me:back to the front. . 1% S
ed#l and three bars, botause |

AER : ey
»

AT P L R




